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African Presidential Center and Its Mission
Since the 1990s, a number of sub-Saharan African
countries have been making significant strides in
furthering democratic and free-market reform.
These changes reflect the vision and dynamism
of the present generation of African leaders in
those countries.
The African Presidential Center at Boston
University, previously known as the African
Presidential Archives and Research Center
(APARC), is collecting documents that chronicle
this phase in Africa’s development, taking a 
CONTENTS
multidisciplinary approach to teaching about
Africa, and establishing a forum for African 
leaders to engage other political, academic, 
and public-sector leaders regarding Africa’s 
global relationships.
To learn more about the center or to receive
additional copies of this report, please contact the
Boston University African Presidential Center,
141 Bay State Road, Boston, Massachusetts 02215,
617-353-5452, aparc@bu.edu.
Letter from the Director                                                                                                        2
Foreword                                                                                                                                  4
Republic of Benin                                                                                                                  6
Republic of Botswana                                                                                                         40
Republic of Cape Verde                                                                                                      70
Republic of Ghana                                                                                                               80
Republic of Kenya                                                                                                                92
Republic of Liberia                                                                                                              98
Republic of Malawi                                                                                                           116
Republic of Mali                                                                                                                 138
Republic of Mauritius                                                                                                       148
Republic of Mozambique                                                                                                  154
Republic of Namibia                                                                                                          186
Federal Republic of Nigeria                                                                                             196
Republic of Senegal                                                                                                          202
Republic of South Africa                                                                                                  212
United Republic of Tanzania                                                                                            224
Republic of Zambia                                                                                                            230
psi88771_text_BU_SOA_txt  1/31/12  1:24 PM  Page 1
From the Director
The African Leaders State of Africa Report is one of
the core projects of the Boston University African
Presidential Center. This year’s report is the tenth
we have produced. That this report has been
issued annually for a decade is worth commemo-
rating in and of itself. For ten years, this report
has provided a forum for Africa’s leaders to frame,
in their words, the values and vision that have
inspired their work and the development of their
countries. This has been an important contribu-
tion to the discussion about where Africa is and is
going. In the inaugural edition, I offered the fol-
lowing observation necessitating a report like this:
“In 2000, the National Summit on Africa com-
missioned a Gallup Poll, ‘Americans Perceptions of
Africa: A Nationwide Survey.’ The poll indicated that:
• Forty-six percent of all Americans are interested
in learning more about Africa,
• Seventy-three percent of African Americans,
fifty-one percent of college graduates, and fifty
percent of women were interested in learning
more about Africa,
• Forty-nine percent of those surveyed believe 
that the United States should establish closer 
ties with Africa,
• Sixty-two percent believe that closer relations
should come in the form of increased trade and
investment.
This need for information about Africa is com-
pounded by the media’s tendency to focus on negative
developments in Africa. … This Report, in part, is a
response to the knowledge gap that exists about Africa.”
The point of the report over the past decade
has been to provide another window through
which to see Africa’s diversity and development.
Over the life of this report, we have been true 
to the intent to provide political leaders, policy-
makers, opinion leaders, and academics around
the world an essential element in factoring
and/or affecting policy relative to Africa.
This Tenth Anniversary Commemorative
Edition is also noteworthy because it represents
an opportunity for us to note an even more
important milestone in the history of modern
Africa. When APARC, now rebranded as the
African Presidential Center, began a decade ago,
the core program of our Center was its residency
program for democratically-retired African 
heads of state and government. When we started,
everyone—from scholars to journalists that 
covered the continent—opined that, other than
Nelson Mandela, we would be hard pressed to
find African leaders that would be eligible for the
residency opportunity we were providing. In that
vein, the Wall Street Journal did a story on our
program at its start and suggested that we were
establishing a “rest home for retired dictators.”
At that time, there were eleven democratically-
retired African heads of state. That was then. As
astounding as folks found that, most others
would be equally astounded to learn that today
the number of democratically-retired African
heads of state and government has tripled in the
past decade. There are now thirty-three!
That the number of democratically-retired
African heads of state has tripled over the last
decade is a profound statement about the state of
democracy in Africa. From where I sit, what this
increase in democratically-retired presidents
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means is that the arc of history in modern Africa
bends towards democracy. This increase in leaders
that have stepped aside because of constitutionally-
prescribed processes also is a profound commen-
tary on the state of leadership on the continent.  
The first set of African leaders that made con-
tributions to the State of Africa Report included
the likes of Mathieu Kerekou, Fetus Mogae, Pedro
Pires, John Kufour, Daniel arap Moi, Bakili Muluzi,
Sir Anerood Jugnauth, Joaquim Chissano, and
Olusegun Obasanjo. All of them are now retired,
democratically, of course. Chissano, Mogae, and
Pires are recipients of the Mo Ibrahim Leadership
Prize. Others, like Ben Mkapa and John Kufour,
have gone on to distinguish themselves as states-
men helping to deal with some of Africa’s most
pressing problems. Former Botswana President
Festus Gontebanye Mogae, served as the African
Presidential Center’s sixth African President-in-
Residence.
This edition features Their Excellencies John
Atta Mills, Mwai Kibaki, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf,
Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Goodluck Ebele
Jonathan, Jacob Zuma, Jakaya Kikwete, Bingu 
wa Mutharika, Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires,
Amadou Toumani Touré, Armando Emílio
Guebuza, Hifikepunye Pohamba, Abdoulaye
Wade, Michael Chilufya Sata, Seretse Khama Ian
Khama, and Thomas Boni Yayi. As was the case
of those before them, these current heads of state
are working to set their countries on a pathway
to greater growth and opportunity. As was the
case with earlier editions, in these pages are their 
stories as they tell them. Having this sort of forum
is important for a number of reasons. On the one
hand, while these heads of state are not the only
eyes through which the continent should be
viewed, their broad field of vision and their power
to effect change are critical to having a full
understanding of the continent’s direction and
future. On the other hand, this period in the 
history of modern Africa is one of dynamic
change; the heads of state and government 
contributing to this volume are architects of 
the change taking place. What they are doing is
historic and should be recorded for posterity.
This report is an effort to do that.
Within these reports is a common refrain,
which has become the mantra of the African
Presidential Center: “Africa is more than the sum
of its problems.” That the State of Africa Report
has provided a context for this statement of this
fact validates a decade of publication.
Ambassador Charles R. Stith, 
Director, African Presidential Center at Boston
University, and Senior Editor, African Leaders’
State of Africa Report 2011
Boston, Massachusetts
February 2012
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4Foreword
It is my honor and privilege to introduce this
Tenth Commemorative Edition of the African
Presidential Center’s African Leaders State of Africa
Report as the head of Corporate Citizenship at
State Street Corporation.  
State Street has been a longtime and consistent
supporter of the African Presidential Center since
its founding in 2002.  Our support reflects our
global business presence, as well as strong roots 
in our headquarters’ city of Boston.  Our global
perspective gives us an appreciation for the
African Presidential Center’s work in tracking
political and economic trends in Africa, as well as
trying to encourage democracy in Africa.  We all
benefit from having more world citizens partici-
pating in global enterprise and free markets.
While State Street is a global company,
Boston is our home.  We believe in the African
Presidential Center’s work in the educational
community at Boston University to develop stu-
dents who will be well-informed global citizens.
These students help Boston earn its reputation
for being a world-class center for learning and
talent, which in turn encourages business growth
and a vibrant local economy.
Because this is the Tenth Commemorative
Edition of the African Leaders State of Africa
Report, we wanted to lend our support to this
commendable achievement as well as the progress
on the African continent that the African
Presidential Center has documented over the past
ten years.  The African Leaders State of Africa
Report represents an important contribution to
the body of knowledge about Africa, and the 
contributions by leaders in this report reflect 
that Africa continues to make progress and has
become an even more important contributor to
the global community.
In my position at State Street, I have the priv-
ilege of being involved in supporting both local
and international endeavors, of which the African
Presidential Center is one.  This report high-
lights the admirable economic progress made
over the past year in the African countries fea-
tured in this report, as well as the trend on the
continent towards an increased commitment to
democracy. These are elements that impact our
work at State Street, where we operate in more
than 100 markets around the world. Reports like
this inform our global perspective, which helps us
better meet our clients’ needs.  Our work is fun-
damentally about developing long-term relation-
ships, and we do this at home and around the
world.  Again, we are delighted to be long-term
supporters and cheerleaders of the work the
African Presidential Center is doing both in our
local community and across the African continent.
We commend and congratulate the African
Presidential Center on the first ten years of their
work, and look forward to the next decade of 
its development.
Thank you,
George A. Russell, Jr. 
Executive Vice President, 
State Street Corporation 
President, State Street Foundation
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State of the Nation Address by His
Excellency, Dr. Thomas Boni Yayi,
President of the Republic of Benin
Porto-Novo, Benin
December 27, 2011
Mr. President of the Constitutional Court,
Mr. President of the Supreme Court,
Mr. President of the High Court of Justice,
Mr. President of the Economic and Social
Council,
Mr. President of the Broadcasting and
Communication High Authority,
Mr. Mediator of the Republic,
The Grand Chancellor of National Order 
of Benin,
Ladies and Gentlemen Members of the
Government,
Excellencies, Heads of Diplomatic and Consular
Missions, and Representatives of International
Organizations,
Honorable Members of the National Assembly,
Distinguished Community Leaders of the City 
of Porto-Novo,
Distinguished Religious Leaders,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
First, I would like to give gratitude to the
Father of humanity, the Creator of Heaven and
Earth, for the many good deeds and blessings
with which he never ceases to fill our beloved
nation and the people of Benin. 
I would also like to express gratitude to
Professor Mathurin Coffi Nago, the President of
the National Assembly, for taking the appropriate
dispositions to organize this ceremony.
Many thanks to the national representation
for the warm welcome extended to me during
this ceremony dedicated to the fulfillment of my
constitutional duty to deliver an annual State of
the Nation address.
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Before I fulfill this duty, I cannot help but pay
an emotional tribute to our sovereign people who
have allowed me to stand here before you for 
the first time in my second term as the head of
our state.
I extend my congratulations to the honorable
deputies for their outstanding work. I encourage
them to continue to play the vital and invaluable
role in deepening the culture of democracy in
our country since the implementation of demo-
cratic renewal following the National Conference
(Forces Vives de la Nation) in February 1990.
Please allow me to also acknowledge the 
presence in this House the presidents of national
institutions, elected local officials, distinguished
leaders, and elders of the city of Porto-Novo, as
well as the religious leaders who have agreed to
grace this ceremony with their presence.
I also extend my warmest regards to members
of the diplomatic community and consulates, as
well as representatives of international organiza-
tions deployed in our country.
Excellencies:
Please accept the gratitude of the nation of
Benin for your continued efforts in assisting my
country, in strengthening peace and democracy,
in the construction of economic emergence, in
social progress, and in the well-being of each and
all. I ask you to please transmit to your respective
authorities my sincere gratitude, as well as the
gratitude of my Government and of the people 
of Benin.
Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members,
Distinguished Guests:
As in previous years, the activities of my
Government that I still have the privilege to
present to you, relate primarily to the areas of
strengthening government and the state of law,
building a modern administration, refining the
macroeconomic framework, maintaining stability,
strengthening infrastructure, preserving the envi-
ronment, promoting agricultural developments,
enhancing human capital, promoting education
and culture, improving the health system, planning
balanced and sustainable development, assuring
public security, and building international relations.
Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members:
The year 2011 was characterized by significant
political events, which our people experienced.
The international community was, indeed, sur-
prised by exemplary behavior of the people of
Benin, during the presidential and legislative
elections in March and April 2011 that resulted in
the election of the president of the Republic and
the sixth legislature of the National Assembly.
All of your contributions allowed reason to
triumph over passion. This is once again a testi-
mony to the maturity and greatness of the people
of Benin. Their acuteness is worthy of praise. The
Almighty God spared us from the intolerance and
violence that could have threatened our nation’s
courageous steps towards progress and modernity.
Once more we take this opportunity to
express our profound gratitude to the Almighty
God whose grace allowed the people of Benin to
continue to enjoy peace after such appointments.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
As I have pointed out on several occasions, the
vitality of the democratic process in which Benin
committed itself since the historic National
Conference of February 1990 (the Forces Vives)
and our country’s political and institutional stability
are held mostly by the harmonious functioning of
our Republic’s institutions and their compliance
with their constitutional prerogatives.
The culture of dialogue that we are striving to
establish has allowed us, in small ways, to
improve our political governance, and notably
allowed us to refine the electoral system, which
was needed in order to keep elections from
becoming a source of unnecessary conflict that
could dangerously deteriorate the public’s peace-
ful social climate and tranquility, without which
development is impossible.
A development of new electoral codes that will
work in accord with reforms my Government has
already instituted is being contemplated. 
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8Along the same lines, I would like to offer my
congratulations to the Honorable Deputies 
who passed the Organic Law, which carried 
conditions of appeal to the Referendum. In our
opinion, those are the conditions for re-reading
our constitution and, if you agree with them, 
to integrate the new provisions proposed by 
the Government.
That is why it is desirable that the national
representation adopts these reforms in order to
improve our constitution, which has stood the test
of time for twenty years, without questioning,
however, those provisions relating to limiting the
number of mandates and age of the candidates.
I have chosen to align my second term 
under the message of peace and refoundation.
Refoundation’s aim is the restoration of spiritual,
ethical, and moral values, as well as the introduc-
tion of audacious reforms that will align with good
political governance—administrative, economic
and social, legal and financial, at all levels—in
order to promote a competitive economy, integral
development, and national solidarity.
No person can guarantee peace without devel-
oping markets and good governance. It is in this
spirit that my Government made the fight against
corruption a key issue.
The recent vote, which was followed by the
enactment of Law No. 2011-20, on the fight
against corruption and related offenses, is part 
of this commitment. The decrees of this Law are
under development, and appropriate measures
will be taken for its extension.
I would like to acknowledge the initiative of
the National Assembly toward ensuring social
stability through laws with regard to military 
personnel, public security forces, and the like, and
the proposed Act to allow the public to exercise
the right to strike.
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Reforms are vital for any nation that aspires to
progress. They require, however, as a prerequisite,
an effective justice system, especially in a state of
law that is being developed.
Indeed, the rule of law with which we nurture
our legitimate ambitions will only be meaningful
if our justice system is highly effective, as justice
must play its role in protecting citizens and in
guaranteeing compliance with the laws and regu-
lations of the Republic. Our justice system should
thus be revised and reinforced. With this in
mind, the year 2011 was marked by:
• The extension of the justice system and the
strengthening of the capacities of courts of
appeal and district courts;
• The improvement of the national legal
framework;
• The strengthening of judicial personnel; and
• The modernization of the penitentiary system
for the humanization and decongestion of
our prisons.
This Government benefited from the support
of our development partners in the justice sector,
including the European Union and the United
States of America through the Millennium
Program Challenge. To sustain all achievements,
the latter partner, has established development
goals through the Millennium Development
Agency. For that, I would like to express once
again our gratitude. 
In regards to the question of decongesting
prisons, a penal policy document and an emergency
plan have been developed and will soon be vali-
dated. Once they are implemented, it would be
possible henceforth to supervise the use of pretrial
detention and imposition of a sentence term of
imprisonment for minor enfractions.
Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
The construction of a modern nation with a
high growth rate also requires quality public
service. Benin has committed to reforming its
public administration, because high quality eco-
nomic growth is possible only in the context of
sound administrative governance.
It is with that commitment that my adminis-
tration begins to work on the clarification of the
missions of the State, the organization of effective
transfer of skills and resources to municipalities,
and the rationalization and stabilization of struc-
tures and administrative organization.
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It is in this framework that the Government
strives to create a less corrupt and more efficient
administration, to establish principles of separa-
tion of political and administrative duties and
techniques, and to promote results-oriented 
management.
The adoption of the Charter of Governance
for the development of Benin will allow for the
restoration of ethical and moral values and citi-
zenship within the framework of modernization
of administration and rebuilding our country.
Therefore, I shall preside over the Charter’s 
signing ceremony with the nation’s Constituent
Bodies in the coming days.
Nevertheless, our administration will only be
truly successful if it adopts an evaluation culture.
In this perspective, the assessment of public poli-
cies is viewed by my Government as a key chal-
lenge for democracy and governance of public
affairs. It participates in effect in strengthening
the public debate on the actions of the govern-
ment and contributions of citizens in the
improvement of public services provided to them.
As such, several evaluations of sector-based
public policies have been conducted and their
results made public by the Council of Ministers.
The National Policy of Evaluation will institu-
tionalize the practice of evaluation and will
embed an evaluative culture at the national level. 
Our administration will only be modernized
by its capacity to conduct social dialogue essential
to a peaceful social climate, which promotes pro-
ductive work.
Social dialogue thus appears as a strategic
choice and is now included in specific missions.
This option, which marks the beginning of an 
era of social democracy in our country, aims to
enhance and promote dialogue and the spirit of
consensus as essential elements of governance.
This dialogue is justified by the need to find
an optimal balance between economic objectives
and labor productivity on the one hand, and
social concerns on the other.
To benefit fully from all of these mechanisms,
my administration will focus on managerial gov-
ernance across all administrative entities in the
year 2012 with the aim of improving management
of public affairs. A training program to assist with
improving the managerial skills and the leadership
of the state structures will soon be launched.
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Our nation strives for economic emergence.
This ambition expresses itself in an international
economic environment, marked in recent years
by steady economic growth supported in emerg-
ing and developing countries, but timid in the
developed world.
The national economic restructuring policy
has continued through the implementation of
structural and sector-based reforms, the consoli-
dation of the macroeconomic framework, and the
preservation of its stability towards promoting
productive investments and job creation.
In the area of management of public finances,
the consolidation efforts begun in 2010, contin-
ued in 2011, and led to control of the budget
deficit.
In this respect, in spite of the difficult eco-
nomic environment, the Government has been
working determinedly to mobilize internal and
external financial resources necessary to the
development of a Growth Strategy for Poverty
Reduction, in order to achieve our Millennium
Development Goals by 2015.
Hence, an increase in growth is expected in
2011, after two consecutive years of economic
sluggishness. With respect to the evolution of
macroeconomic indicators, an economic growth
rate stood at 3.8 percent this year, compared with
2.6 percent in 2010 and 2.7 percent in 2009.
With regard to the convergence criteria of
UEMOA (West African Economic and Monetary
Union) pursuant to 2011, Benin complies with
the majority of primary criteria relative to the
inflation rate, estimated at 2.8 percent; and the
debt ratio, which amounted to 28 percent of GDP.
As for balancing the basic budget, this criterion
could not be met partly because of new salary
commitments undertaken by the Government
with social partners.
Concerning the secondary criteria, efforts are
still required by our country. Indeed, the ratio of
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the wage bill to tax revenue is 47.6 percent versus
a community standard of 35 percent, and the
ratio of investment to our own resources is 17
percent versus one standard set at 20 percent. In
other words, for every 100 CFA francs of rev-
enue, the state allocates almost 50 CFA francs to
salaries, including salaries for permanent staff of
the State; instead of 35 CFA francs required by the
UEMOA. Similarly, for every 100 CFA francs of
its own resources, the state only allocates 17 CFA
francs to investment instead of 20 CFA francs.
In addition, the economic recession induced
by the international financial and economic crisis,
preceded by the energy and ecological crises, had
a negative impact on the financing of the Public
Investments Program.
Several infrastructure projects experienced
delays as a result of the international financial and
economic crisis, affecting the situation regarding
public revenues. 
It should further be noted that as part of the
mobilization of resources required to finance the
PIP, the Government proceeded to issue bonds
by public offering. At the time of its closing, this
operation allowed the Autonomous Sinking Fund
to mobilize approximately 69 billion CFA francs
for a target of 50 billion, or a performance rate 
of 138 percent.
To increase growth, the Government estab-
lished an ambitious economic stimulus program
in order to accelerate the creation of wealth. 
It also hoped to double the growth rate and
increase it to at least 8 percent by 2013, in antici-
pation of reducing our current poverty rate of 35
percent by half, against an average rate of 50 
percent in the African plan. This stimulus plan, 
at the heart of which is the fight against corrup-
tion, emphasizes investment in five strategic
areas, namely:
• Agriculture,
• Infrastructure,
• The education system,
• Local development, and
• The evaluation of public policies.
For that purpose, significant reforms have been
committed to in the Import Verification Program
Next Generation (PVING) and the only ticket
counter at the Port of Cotonou, to improve the
level of mobilization of internal resources.
Also, the pursuit and intensification of certain
reforms should help increase the state’s financial
resources. These include:
• The single tax identification programs
whose principal objective is the moderniza-
tion and management of public finances for
the implementation of a development tax;
• The continued interconnections of all tax
Authorities; and
• The reinforcement of countermeasures
against customs and tax fraud.
Within the framework of the stimulus plan,
the implementation of several socio-economic
infrastructures is proceeding. These are related to:
• The renovation of roads and railways;
• The construction of a second deep-water
port at Sèmè-Kpodji;
• The construction of dry ports in several
locations;
• The construction of an airport of interna-
tional standards;
• The construction of the fishing road;
• The introduction of a hospitality 
infrastructure;
• Rehabilitation of tourist sites; and
• The continuing construction of schools and
health centers.
Within this framework, the Government
intends to promote public-private partnerships 
in these areas, in order to raise the additional
financing needed to realize these projects. 
President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Despite the difficult national and international
economic environment in 2010 and 2011, the
Government of Benin implemented programs
and major projects that should be paid attention,
notably, in information technologies and 
communication.
10
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In this respect, there should be mention of the
national radio and television coverage program of
an overall cost of approximately 18 billion CFA
francs. This program allowed us to provide radio
and television coverage and reach 96 percent of
the country in 2011. 
Based on its economic, cultural, and socio-
political impact, radio and television coverage is,
without a doubt, a radical response to the people’s
right to information wherever they may be. It also
reinforces the sense of belonging to one nation.
Furthermore, the spread of national radio and
television programs by satellite reception in
Africa, Europe, the Middle East, and America
allows the Beninese diaspora residing in those
parts of the world to preserve and maintain a
close relationship with their country of origin.
In the area of Telecommunications, ICT, and
the Postal Service, the implementation of the 
e-Benin project, the important ongoing reforms at
the Postal and Telecommunications Transitional
Regulatory Authority, as well as implementation
of community multimedia centers, have estab-
lished leverage to actually make Benin Africa’s
digital district.
My Government intends to pursue the mod-
ernization of ICT with the licensing of the third
generation for improved telecommunications
coverage across our country.
On the other hand, the process of opening the
capital of Benin Telecoms SA, which started in
2008 as part of the policy of liberalization of the
telecommunications sector, was not successful
due to low bids. The level of investment offers,
despite the consolidation efforts deployed by the
Government, reflects deterioration of the finan-
cial situation and the ongoing disintegration of
the position of Benin Telecoms SA in the
telecommunications industry in our country.
The Government is currently examining pos-
sible solutions in order to achieve its objective.
Distinguished Guests:
In addition to the improvements that might
have been made in the telecommunications sec-
tor, during 2011 my administration continued 
its policy of major projects in the area of public
works and transportation. The numerous current
construction sites suggest good prospects are
available to this sector in the coming years.
Our economy has reached a point where 
there needs to be infrastructure to accompany 
the growth.
Thus, in the road sub-sector, the actions taken
during the past year focused on:
• Continuing modernization of road networks
by paving roadways;
• Continuation of construction of structures,
including those special high structures;
• Maintaining paved roads as well as unpaved
ones;
• Construction and rehabilitation of rural roads
in order to open up isolated communities and
reduce poverty; and
• Further study for the planning and 
asphalting of roads.
The work undertaken for the modernization
of approximately 436 km of the road network
required the mobilization of funding of 198 bil-
lion CFA francs, of which 61 billion came from
contributions made nationally and 137 billion
from foreign contributions.
Under the same chapter, certain projects for
which financing is either in process or completely
secured will start shortly. The linear route to be
developed within this framework is 371 km with
a total of 277 billion CFA francs in 2012. Con-
cerning the rehabilitation of the Akassato–Bohicon,
following my last visit to China, the Chinese
Government committed to completely realize
this project. A mission arrived in Benin to finalize
negotiations for the imminent start of the work.
Regarding maintenance of the road network,
work has been initiated with the objective of safe-
guarding investment made in the sector. The
total cost of this work is approximately 49 billion
CFA francs, fully committed from the resources
of the Road Fund.
With regard to the development and rehabili-
tation of rural roads, a program to support the
Rural Transport sub-sector has been established.
The purpose of this program is to provide sup-
port to local authorities in the rehabilitation of
these roads.
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The cost of this important program is 
approximately 13 billion CFA francs, financed 
by the national budget DANIDA and the
European Union.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Road haulage work in Benin is provided by an
ever-increasing fleet of vehicles. Efforts in this
area continue with the driver’s license reform,
the organization and management of freight, as
well as load control.
In the area of road safety, awareness campaigns
have helped reduce the rate of road accidents to
48 percent compared with the year 2000, which
is considered to be the reference year. 
With regard to railways, the state has made
considerable efforts to revive the activities of the
OCBN. The railway network is a continuation
from the harbor towards areas of the hinterland,
and the construction of the dry ports of Tori-
Bossito Parakou has been launched to increase
the competitiveness of the Port of Cotonou.
Similarly, construction of the dry port Glo
Djigbé will soon be initiated.
On the other hand, the signing of a concession
agreement for the management and operation of
the rail network, which should be accompanied
with a revision of the agreements, protocols, and
treaties between Benin and Niger relating to this
company, is still being negotiated with Niger,
whose position seems to evolve towards a global
option on the West-African railroad corridor.
Within the aviation sub-sector, Benin is pur-
suing its modernization program, strengthening
and developing this sector by rehabilitating and
developing the infrastructure and facilities, par-
ticularly at Cotonou and Tourou airports.
As for the Glodjigbé International Airport con-
struction project, it will become a reality in approx-
imately two years thanks to public-private partner-
ships that are providing for its construction in the
form of a BOT (Build Own Transfer). The part-
nership intends to strengthen the infrastructure
of the Cardinal Bernardin Gantin International
Airport, build an airport in Natitingou Tigninti,
and complete the building of the Tutu airport.
Benin has pursued the implementation of the
Regional Program for Aviation Safety and
Security in West and Central Africa, a program
designed to further increase the degree of com-
pliance of the airport at Cotonou with the safety
standards of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO), through the training of
airport safety and security personnel.
Furthermore, taking into account the role
played by the Port of Cotonou in the economy of
our country, my Government initiated necessary
reforms in order to ensure its competitiveness.
Thus, in the area of maritime economy, spe-
cial emphasis was placed on improving our port’s
system of operations and its compliance with
international standards. The major considerations
taken with respect to the Port of Cotonou, derived
from the vision of the development of Benin,
focused mainly on:
• The continuation of the rehabilitation of
port facilities;
• Enhancement of the capacity of the Port of
Cotonou;
• Improvement in the quality and fluidity of
port services;
• Enhancement of the occupational safety and
security of port facilities;
• The continuation of actions under the Port
of Cotonou’s environmental management
policy;
• The effective launch of Import Verification
Program (IVP) and the new generation of
port operations counters, which introduced
an era of true transparency and security 
relating to imports and customs revenues.
As part of the implementation of the port
component of MCA-Benin, several infrastructures
were rehabilitated and significant equipment
acquired for the Port of Cotonou.
Also, under the project structuring of the spine
of Comprehensive Development of the Beninese
economy, aimed at achieving an ambitious agenda
for transportation infrastructure and communica-
tions in order to enhance the privileged position
of Benin, as a country of transit by excellence,
the particular agreement concerning the oil port,
mineral carrier, and commercial deep-water Sèmè
Kpodji was finalized and signed.
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Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Conscious of the importance of the energy
component for economic growth and poverty
reduction, during the year 2011, emphasis has
been placed on the pursuit of programs and proj-
ects already committed to in previous years and
aimed at ensuring the security of energy supply
and increasing access to energy.
In this context, it is necessary to mention:
• Continuation of construction of the power
plant with gas turbines of 80 megawatts in
Maria Gléta that are now at the completion
stage;
• The implementation of several power 
projects including:
- The electrification project in connecting
to the network conventional SBEE of
sixty-seven rural communities;
- The electrification project of the fifty-
eight main towns and villages of adminis-
trative district;
- The proposed energy facility;
- The electrification project of administra-
tive centers of twelve municipalities;
- The project developing access to modern
energy;
- The electrification project of five localities;
- The second rural electrification project for
twenty-seven villages; and
- The electrification project by photovoltaic
solar system for two town administrative
centers, on a trial basis.
Energy supply will follow the logic of con-
necting the administrative centers of communes,
districts, and divisional headquarters of villages.
This does not exclude the consideration of locali-
ties situated on the grip of the network. Also
emphasis is put on renewable energy sources to
account for possibilities available to our country
for this kind of energy. Negotiations are under-
way for the implementation of micro-dams with
water from our rivers.
All in all, these projects will ensure coverage
of 68 percent of the country.
Honorable Members,
Distinguished Guests:
In the water sector, the actions taken during
the year 2011 are intended to improve the quality
of life for the people by ensuring fair access to
clean drinking water to at least 60 percent of
people living in rural areas, through the sustain-
able management of water resources and at an
optimal cost for the population and the state.
In urban areas, the water-related goals in 
2011 were:
• to achieve an average service rate of 
62 percent;
• to ensure the economic viability of the
drinking water supply and public utility of
the water; and
• to ensure the accessibility of clean drinking
water to low-income populations.
Thus, 1,374 equivalent water sources were
formed through 470 drillings equipped with hand
pumps, as well as 44 village water supplies and 
6 autonomous water stations.
In the hydrocarbon sector, a contract was
signed with the Society of Nigerian Law, for the
South Atlantic Petroleum (Sapetro) at Block 1,
which covers an area of 551 square kilometers
and includes the oil field Sèmè, which was in
operation from 1982 to 1998.
Results from the drilling of two wells were
considered positive. This situation gave rise to a
feasibility study that resulted in the launch of the
engineering studies.
In the mining sector, Benin has considerable
potential in mineral resources, which for decades
have been the subject of several operating pro-
grams. Today, reconnaissance missions to identify
useful substances for mineralization are still being
conducted. It is a question of:
• Researching sandy lagoons, which have con-
tinued to reveal deposits of quality sand in
several locations of the Atlantic Coast that
could meet the demand of the population
for building sand;
• Recognition of indications of iron in the
areas of Loumbou-Loumbou-Pekin, and
Kandi of Madékali-Bensahou; and
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• Recognition of indications of uranium 
in Atacora.
In addition, our mineral resources have cap-
tured the interest of several foreign companies
who wish to invest. In this context two agreement
protocols were signed with:
• SAVROLA for mining prospecting, and
• SILLENGER Company for mineral
prospecting, oil, geophysics, and airborne.
My Dear Compatriots: 
Development actions, provided that they are
within the context of our more globalized world,
must be achieved in a manner that preserves the
environment for future generations.
This is why my government’s vision for the
environment is to reduce the degradation trends
and enhance the contribution of this sub-sector
in the national economy, and guarantee the well-
being of our people without compromising the
future. For this purpose, efforts have been made
to improve environmental governance in general,
particularly capacity-building for environmental
management at the base, as well as raising the
level of awareness of the population.
As part of remediation of the living environ-
ment, there is an improvement in the road net-
work coverage and sanitation facilities. Much
remains to be done in this area when we consider
that coastal countries like ours have substantial
challenges in terms of sanitation.
The government also introduced, under 
the ongoing large urban construction projects,
among others:
• Construction of the National Assembly
headquarters;
• Construction of the Administrative Tower 
in Cotonou;
• Commencement in the first quarter of 
2012 of construction to the east of Siafato
after many vicissitudes experienced by this
project, leading to its restructuring.
Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
It is obvious that the agriculture sector in
Benin is one of the many possibilities that must
be carefully exploited to make it the driving force
behind our economy. Our development relies 
on agricultural development, which will create
conditions for sustainable food security, fight
against poverty, and employment for youth, and
economic growth.
Major challenges are involved that can only be
met if competitiveness and export diversification,
key challenges in the context of globalization and
open markets, are considered.
In this regard, my government understood it so
well that it committed to continuing its efforts to:
• Promote promising sectors in the areas of
crop production, livestock, and fishing;
• Increase the competitiveness of food 
products made for mass consumption, in
order to maintain a level of suitable food
prices for consumers;
• Mechanize agriculture to reduce the labori-
ousness of producing good products and
increase returns;
• Open markets with respect to standards 
quality and traceability of our products; and
• Adopt fundamental documents of the 
agriculture sector.
The year 2011 has been a decisive turning
point in making the promotion of the agricultural
sector the main axis around which to build capacity
and improve productivity.
Cotton, because of its importance for the
economy of Benin, is an industry that continues
to receive special attention for its revival. The
2011-2012 campaign was the subject of special
attention from my Government that resulted in
the subsidy for associations and improved purchase
price for producers of cotton seed.
All these carried-out actions have generated
enthusiasm among producers, resulting in the
sowing of more than 200,000 hectares, an increase
of nearly 15 percent from last season. Production
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is expected to be between 250,000 and 300,000
tons, compared with 130,000 tons last season.
Parallel to the actions listed above, other prior-
ity sub-sectors have received significant support.
These include:
• Rice: through putting into service two large
plants in Malanville and in Glazoué, as well
as the development of 2,300 acres of low-
lands for off-season crops; 
• Maize: through the introduction of 4,663
tons of maize seed;
• Cassava: with the distribution of thousands
of cassava stems to farmers for seed produc-
tion of certified cuttings;
• Palm oil: the researching of new varieties,
and seed production for village plantations;
and
• Cashew: through training for producers on
managing cashew tree nurseries and crops.
All these measures to promote agricultural
production were carried out through the
Emergency Program Support to Food Security,
the Food Security Project for Agricultural
Intensification, the Special Program for Young
Driver Installation in the Agriculture Program,
and the Rural Development Support Program.
Next year, the agricultural sector will also
experience a resurgence of activities with:
• The project to install an assembly plan for
tractors and farm equipment in Ouidah;
• The program for rice intensification of
1,000 acres with financing from UEMOA;
• The completion of the installation of six
processing facilities for tomatoes, citrus
fruits, cashews, and mangos;
• The proliferation of departments in the
Songhai Center, as part of the promotion 
of agricultural entrepreneurship;
• The establishment of the Agricultural Bank
and the National Fund for Agricultural
Development;
• Accelerating the implementation of the
Agency for the Development of Agricultural
Mechanization, Agency for Promotion of
Hydro-Agriculture, Beninese Agency for 
the Promotion of Agricultural Sectors, and
Beninese Agency for Food Safety.
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
A nation cannot be constructed without its
youth. Youth constitute, as we all know well, our
hope and future of our beloved country. This is
why my government has always paid attention to
issues affecting young people, particularly that of
their professional integration.
Of the various initiatives that have been
undertaken to help young people out of instability,
it is necessary to mention entrepreneurship train-
ing, material support, installation and funding of
business plans, and tax relief for the companies of
young promoters continued during the year 2011.
With the signing of the Memorandum of
Agreement for financing activities of the project
to promote agricultural entrepreneurship for the
socioeconomic transformation of rural areas in
Benin, good career options are becoming avail-
able for young people eager to support them-
selves through the agricultural sector.
Alongside the matters of employability of
young people, reference should be made to their
fulfillment through sports. Generally speaking,
except for a few disciplines, the performance of
our athletes has not been gleaming this year for
various reasons. Discussions are underway to
address them.
The crisis within the Football Federation 
has dulled the enthusiasm in the practice of the
sport and weakened the results of our teams. In
order to give hope to our young athletes, the
Government, with the technical and financial
support of the Federal Republic of Brazil, will
send twenty-two of our young football players
and coaches for an internship of nine months,
beginning in January 2012.
In terms of sports, a major event our country
will host next year is the eighteenth African
Athletics Championship to be held here in Porto-
Novo in June 2012. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen:
The ambition that feeds Beninese youth is to
have a healthy body and a sound mind. Since
youth are charged with ensuring the legacy, it 
is important to ensure there is quality in that
which is being imparted to them in this informa-
tion age. This is why my government is working
hard to guarantee children in our country a 
quality education.
As a result of our commitment to quality 
education in 2011, many teachers were trained 
to improve their ability to manage students in the
field of basic education. 
Similarly, 2,265 new classrooms were built,
which equates to 755 classroom modules
equipped with tables and benches; the mainte-
nance repair of the school infrastructures, and the
acquisition of teaching materials were transferred
to the municipalities, all of which cost approxi-
mately 1.5 billion CFA francs.
In 2011, the fields of secondary education and
technical and vocational training were marked by:
• Widespread tuition exemption for girls in
fifth and sixth grades throughout the nation,
at a total cost of 1.4 billion CFA francs;
• Increasing the capacity in general secondary
education to accommodate students through
construction and rehabilitation of school
and administrative infrastructures, as well as
the establishment of new secondary schools
and the expansion of educational groups.
The objective of my Government is to pro-
vide vocational training to young people,
allowing them to access the job market.
The momentum given to our educational sys-
tem is also evident in higher education, through
the continuing process of providing professional
training in the national universities of Benin and
decongesting them, with the opening of several
colleges and training schools and the creation of
university centers to bring teachers closer to stu-
dents and their environment.
Remediation and partnership between public
and private higher education institutions remains
a concern of my government. In this respect,
reflections are made concerning the implementa-
tion of new regulations governing the foundations
of this partnership. This determination resulted
in the making of a decree for requirements for
recognition of diplomas issued by private institu-
tions of higher education for which the State
does not hold national examinations.
In terms of the reform itself, it should be
noted that by taking the decree on the adoption
of LMD, bachelor’s degree, master’s, and doctor-
ate in higher education in the Republic of Benin,
the state commits national universities to devel-
oping progressive implementation of this change,
allowing our universities and our students to 
be in tune with the requirements of higher 
education internationally.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
From education to culture, it is a short step to
say that areas of culture, handicrafts, and tourism,
due to their capability to mobilize and encourage
consumption, are now considered genuine catalysts
for strengthening the vitality and improving the
competitiveness of the national economy. This is
why my government committed to turning them
into a pillar of economic development.
Thus, for a continuous promotion of the cul-
tural sector, strategic documents, which will be
finalized and made available during the first half
of 2012, will allow the implementation of action
plans to coordinate and mobilize the resources
necessary for the preservation and promotion of
national culture by combining the efforts of 
all stakeholders and partners at national and
international levels.
As part of the protection and promotion 
of tangible and intangible cultural heritage, 
renovations of tourist sites, and rehabilitation 
and development of museums were conducted
during 2011.
The crafts sector has a National Policy whose
vision for 2025 is to make this sector an area
where there are well-organized, competitive craft
enterprises, contributing in particular by enhanc-
ing the national wealth, prosperity of the national
economy, and social well-being of the artisans
from Benin.
The crafts sector employs 13 percent of the
labor force, and contributes 12 percent of GDP.
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This is why it is important to take action to
ensure a decent standard of living for craftsmen.
As for the tourism sector, it is considerably
significant in the economic development of our
country. Indeed, although at an embryonic stage,
tourism is the second-highest ranked source of
foreign exchange earnings in Benin and employs
6 percent of the workforce.
The potential for natural, cultural, historical,
and religious sites exist and is waiting to be devel-
oped in order to turn Benin into a major tourist
destination. The year 2011 allowed the rehabili-
tation, improvement, and equipping of tourist
facilities and hotels, among which are the former
Hotel de la Plage, and the tourist sites of Taneka
Koko and Kota. The implementation of the
National Policy on Tourism will undoubtedly
bring vitality to this area.
Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members:
My Government has always sought to develop
national solidarity to support the actions of the
state in managing urgent needs of vulnerable
groups and other socially-disadvantaged groups
or victims of disaster.
Thus, in the year 2011, the Government
pledged more actions to support the well-being
of families, child protection and promotion of
women, as well as the elderly, the disabled, and
people living with HIV/AIDS.
The microcredit program for the poor, a true
instrument of the fight against poverty, has been
as successful as we hoped. Our mothers were able
to build on the scarce resources, symbols of
national solidarity, to gradually get out of poverty.
The Government’s ambition is to pursue the
program by enhancing and modernizing it to
reach the largest possible number of beneficiar-
ies.
The performance of this system allowed a
recent launch of a new product called “Special
Window Venture Capital,” intended to promote
female entrepreneurship through granting more
loans. They will consist of tripartite financing
involving sponsorship of up to 10 percent, the
microfinance institution for 20 percent, and
resources of the branch for 70 percent.
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
My Government’s social policy also considers,
to a large extent, the improvement of sanitary
conditions for families based on a system that
integrates the poor and needy. In this regard, 
my Government has continued its efforts in the
areas of construction and equipment of health
facilities, and the fight against priority and
endemic diseases.
In the area of infrastructure and equipment,
amongst other achievements, over 60 billion CFA
francs allowed the completion of the rehabilitation
and installation of equipment at the hospital for
mothers and children (HOMEL), continued 
construction of hospitals in Kouandé and Pobé,
and contributed 100 beds to the military hospital
in Parakou. Djidja and Covè Djougou hospitals
are also under construction.
As part of the fight against priority diseases,
over 5 million treated mosquito nets were
acquired and distributed for free. The initiative
of free care for malaria in pregnant women and
children, ages 0 to 5, was launched. The support
of people living with HIV through antiretroviral
treatment and screening, as well as the treatment
of tuberculosis, has been pursued.
With regards to the fight against major
endemic diseases, a mass vaccination campaign
against yellow fever was organized throughout
the country. Vaccination campaigns were con-
ducted with sweeps through areas not normally
reached and areas with poor coverage, as well 
as the introduction of the vaccine against pneu-
mococcal disease in the Expanded Program on
Immunization.
A few days ago, in an effort to ensure all citi-
zens health protection, my government conducted
the launch of the Universal Health Insurance
Plan (RAMU), which will be effective in April
2012 when all the mechanisms and tools will 
be established.
Honorable Members:
It is a reality that the development of our
country cannot happen without a better alloca-
tion of its population based on our natural
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resources and economic activity. In this respect,
since it was adopted in June 2010, the implemen-
tation of the Declaration of National Policy 
for Regional Planning must guide and inspire 
our choices.
This option is primarily intended to promote
the spatial dimension of development, meaning
the harmonious distribution of equipment within
national territories in a spirit of sharing and soli-
darity at all localities of Benin.
In terms of actions in this area, we can retain:
• Reinforcement of the legislative and regula-
tory framework for regional planning in
Benin in order to contribute to changes in
current practices, which are characterized by
a haphazard use of space. In this regard, a
draft legal framework on land use is under
review at the Supreme Court.
• Development of the agenda to turn the 
various spatial regions of our country into
genuine growth poles.
My Dear Compatriots:
Everything that has been realized in the areas
that I listed earlier would not be possible without
first guaranteeing the safety of people and goods;
in other words, without guaranteeing safety, the
enjoyment of freedom would not be a reality.
Regarding defense and security, the govern-
ment continued with a particular interest in
enhancing operational capabilities of our defense
and security forces through education and train-
ing, recruiting personnel, and equipping military
infrastructure. In addition, national security legis-
lation is being developed.
The phenomenon of piracy suffered a setback
as a result of cooperation between Beninese and
Nigerian armed forces. Patrol boats and other
naval or air equipment that will enable us to better
monitor our coasts are being deployed, notably
with France, and our defense forces will be more
operational in the first quarter of 2012.
Also, in its vision to ensure the safety of peo-
ple and properties, the government recruited
1,000 police officers in 2011. These civil servants
will be trained and made available to units to
enhance the safety of populations, allowing us to
reach a significant level of security coverage.
Naturally a transit country, Benin started to
attract unscrupulous individuals who never run
out of ideas on how to smuggle drugs. On this
subject, the Government has mobilized all units
for a relentless fight against illicit trafficking of
drugs and other psychotropic substances. All in
all, more than 700 kg of drugs were seized during
the year 2011, compared with 9 kg in the same
period of 2010, reflecting the effectiveness of
measures taken.
Thanks to the partnership with France and
South Africa, a first delivery of sniffer dogs is
already in Cotonou. The training of officers has
started, and a canine unit will soon be created.
Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members, 
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Benin maintains good relations with its neigh-
bors in the Gulf of Guinea and other countries 
of the world. Thus, in terms of external relations
and international cooperation, my Government,
mindful of the harmonious development of our
common country, undertook many actions to
maintain and enhance fraternal relations, friend-
ship, and productive cooperation with neighboring
countries, countries in the sub-region of Africa,
and the rest of the world.
Indeed, historical ties, which unite Benin and
neighboring countries, merit particular attention.
It is in this spirit that I personally took part in
the inauguration ceremonies of the Presidents of
Niger on April 7, 2011; Côte d’Ivoire on May 21,
2011; and Nigeria on May 29, 2011.
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Benin’s reputation in the world earned our
country invitations on several occasions, allowing
me this year to visit some countries on state visits,
official visits, and work-related visits. It is the
place to mention just a few, namely:
• A working visit, with other African heads of
state, to the White House on July 28-29, at
the invitation of President Barack Obama;
• A working visit to the People’s Republic of
China on September 13-19, at the invitation
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of Chinese authorities;
• An official visit to France on November 7-9,
at the invitation of President Nicolas
Sarkozy;
• A state visit to South Africa on November
23-26, at the invitation of President Jacob
Zuma.
All these bilateral visits made it possible to
revitalize relationships. Cooperation has expand-
ed with the signing of agreements in many areas
of common interest. Similarly, pursuant to
strengthening ties of friendship, brotherhood,
and cooperation between Benin and their respec-
tive countries, heads of state and eminent foreign
personalities have graced our country with their
visits. These include:
• The President of the Republic of Chad, 
July 6-7, 
• The President of the Republic of Niger, 
July 18,
• The President of the Republic of Côte
d’Ivoire, November 14, and
• The President of the Republic of South
Africa, December 10-11.
Additionally, Benin hosted visiting senior 
officials from the Kingdom of Morocco, the
Republic of Niger, the Republic of China, the
Organization of Islamic Conference, the French
Parliament, the United States Senate, and the
Millennium Challenge Corporation.
I would like to place particular emphasis on
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to Benin
on November 18-20. His stay with us constitutes
a major event and one of the most notable ones
that our country experienced during 2011. The
visit coincides with the fortieth anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations with the
Holy See and the 150th anniversary of evange-
lization in Benin.
Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
In terms of sub-regional integration, I am
pleased to refer particularly to the actions of my
Government and our country’s active participa-
tion in the foundation of sub-regional institu-
tions, namely: the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS), the Economic
and Monetary Union of West Africa (UEMOA),
and the Council of Agreements.
With regard to the Council of the Agreements,
participation in the Cotonou Summit of December
5, 2011 of all heads of state clearly illustrates
their determination to put into practice reforms
of the institution designed to make the Council
of Agreements a true political instrument in the
service of peace and development.
I appreciate at its true value the decision of
my peers to take me back for the presidency of
this prestigious institution, renewing their confi-
dence in me.
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
In the domain of regional integration and
Pan-African cooperation, I attended the
Seventeenth Ordinary Session of the Assembly 
of Heads of State and Government of the African
Union on June 30 and July 1 in Malabo, Equatorial
Guinea, preceded by the Fifteenth Forum of
Heads of State and Government of the African
Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), and the Twenty-
fifth Summit of Heads of State and Government
responsible for NEPAD’s implementation.
After the Summit in Malabo, Benin assumed
the rotating chairmanship of the Peace and Secu-
rity Forces of the African Union, from July 1-31.
In addition, at the international level, I am
particularly pleased to mention a number of
important meetings that reflect the esteem and
consideration the world has placed on our coun-
try. These include:
• The Economic Forum, or “Summer Davos,”
held in Dalian, China, September 12-17; and
• The United Nations Conference on
Developing Countries in Istanbul, Turkey,
May 9-13.
Within the framework of international coop-
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eration, Benin has been active:
• At the Sixty-sixth ordinary session of the
UN General Assembly;
• The high-level United Nations meeting on
youth; and
• At the Thirty-sixth General UNESCO
Conference. 
Benin’s openness to the outside world and the
development of relationships with diverse and
inclusive cooperation has strengthened its portfo-
lio. This is how our country has benefited from
the substantial technical and financial support of
many partners, including France, Germany,
Belgium, Netherlands, Denmark, Switzerland,
Finland, United States of America, Canada,
Japan, China, India, Brazil, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
and South Korea.
I could not conclude my remarks on this
chapter without mentioning the concerns of our
compatriots abroad. Numerous problems related
to their stay in their country of residence and 
in Benin have been the subject of complaints 
submitted to the Government. The relevant
structures of the state are working together to
find appropriate solutions to these concerns.
Mr. President of the National Assembly,
Honorable Members,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
The picture I just painted is a reflection of
our collaborative efforts. What can we learn from
this assessment of the actions of my Government
over the past year? Some key points are as follows:
• Democracy is firming;
• Peace was consolidated in a world plagued
by turbulence;
• Political dialogue begins with the opening
to all the political groupings;
• Economic growth, despite a slight accelera-
tion, was not sufficient to reduce poverty;
• Rigorous management has enabled us to
deal in large part with the pressing needs of
the population;
• The reform of public administration contin-
ues to advance, despite certain defects, to
address the establishment of good citizenship; 
• Efforts to strengthen human capital are 
visible;
• Good relationships with neighboring 
countries activate diplomacy in support of
development; and
• Our country’s international reputation is
confirmed by our recent eligibility for the
second compact of the Millennium
Challenge Corporation.
Progress has been made throughout the
course of 2011, but much effort remains to be
agreed upon for the development of a Benin and
neighboring countries that are peaceful, stable,
and prosperous. They require of all of us
courage, perseverance, cohesion, and solidarity.
In this context, new projects in various sectors
will be implemented during 2012. They will begin
shortly in order to reinforce existing accomplish-
ments and to offer new prospects to our country.
In countries with fiscal economies such as
ours, there must be progress in terms of good
governance; that is the only appropriate response
in a crisis situation. I am confident that Benin
could always do better with the invaluable assis-
tance of our development partners to whom I
wish, on behalf of the people of Benin, to reiterate
our sentiments of gratitude and recognition.
I would like to conclude, Honorable Members,
Distinguished Guests, this message on the State
of the Nation by thanking you for your service,
availability, and support. I know that beyond 
differences of opinion and approach, we all have
our eyes fixed on one purpose: namely, to best
serve our common homeland, to alleviate poverty,
and to enter the ranks of the modern nations of
this world.
On that hopeful note, I wish the national 
representation, the people of Benin, and all our
guests who live among us and support us, my
best wishes for 2012.
Happy New Year 2012!
God bless Benin, our common country!
Long live the Republic!
Thank you.
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BENIN
Discours du Son Excellence Docteur
Thomas Boni Yayi,
Président de la République de Benin,
Chef de l’État, Chef du Gouvernement
sur l’État de la Nation
Porto-Novo, Benin
Le 27 décembre 2011
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale,
Monsieur le Président de la Cour
Constitutionnelle,
Monsieur le Président de la Cour Suprême,
Monsieur le Président de la Haute Cour de Justice,
Monsieur le Président du Conseil Economique 
et Social,
Monsieur le Président de la Haute Autorité de
l’Audiovisuel et de la Communication,
Monsieur le Premier ministre,
Monsieur le Ministre d’Etat,
Mesdames et Messieurs les Membres du
Gouvernement,
Madame la Grande Chancelière de l’Ordre
National du Bénin,
Messieurs les Hauts Commissaires, 
Honorables Députés,
Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs les Chefs 
de mission diplomatique et consulaire et les
représentants des Organisations Internationales,
Monsieur le Maire de la Commune de Porto-
Novo et Mesdames et Messieurs les Conseillers
municipaux, 
Distingués sages et notables de la ville de 
Porto-Novo,
Mesdames et Messieurs les représentants des
confessions religieuses,
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Je voudrais tout d’abord rendre grâce au Père
de l’Humanité, Créateur du Ciel et de la Terre,
pour ses multiples bienfaits et ses bénédictions
dont Il ne cesse de combler notre chère Nation
et le Peuple béninois.
Je voudrais ensuite adresser mes remerciements
au Professeur Mathurin Coffi NAGO, Président
de l’Assemblée Nationale, pour avoir pris les
dispositions appropriées pour l’organisation de 
la présente cérémonie.
Mes remerciements vont également à la
Représentation nationale pour l’accueil chaleureux
qui m’est réservé à l’occasion de cette cérémonie
consacrée à l’accomplissement de mon devoir
constitutionnel qui consiste à délivrer chaque
année un message sur l’état de la nation.
Avant de m’acquitter de ce devoir, je ne peux
m’empêcher de rendre un vibrant hommage à
notre peuple souverain qui a permis que je me
tienne aujourd’hui devant vous, la première fois
au titre de mon deuxième mandat à la tête de
notre Etat. 
Je félicite l’ensemble des honorables députés
pour leur brillante élection à l’issue des législatives
d’avril 2011 et les encourage pour le rôle
prépondérant et inestimable qu’ils jouent dans
l’approfondissement de la culture démocratique
dans notre pays depuis l’instauration du renouveau
démocratique à la suite de la Conférence des
Forces Vives de la Nation de février 1990. 
Qu’il me soit aussi permis de saluer la présence
dans cet hémicycle des Présidents des Institutions
de la République, des élus locaux, des Notables et
Sages de la ville de Porto-Novo et des chefs des
confessions religieuses qui ont accepté de
rehausser de leur présence cette cérémonie.
J’adresse également mes chaleureuses
salutations aux membres du Corps diplomatique
et consulaire ainsi qu’aux Représentants des
Organisations Internationales accrédités dans
notre pays.
Excellences, 
Veuillez accepter la reconnaissance de la
Nation béninoise pour les efforts constants que
vous déployez pour accompagner mon pays, le
Bénin, dans la consolidation de la paix et de la
démocratie, dans la construction de l’émergence
économique, le progrès social et le bien-être pour
chacun et pour tous.  Je vous prie de transmettre
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à vos autorités respectives, mes chaleureux
remerciements ainsi que ceux de mon
Gouvernement et du peuple béninois.
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale, 
Honorables députés, 
Distingués invités,
Comme les années précédentes, les actions de
mon Gouvernement que j’ai encore le privilège de
vous présenter, se rapporteront essentiellement
aux domaines du renforcement de la démocratie
et de l’Etat de droit, de la construction d’une
Administration moderne, de l’assainissement du
cadre macroéconomique et du maintien de sa
stabilité, du renforcement des infrastructures, de
l’environnement, de la promotion de l’agriculture,
du renforcement du capital humain, de l’éducation
et de la promotion de la culture, de l’amélioration
du système sanitaire, du développement équilibré
et durable du territoire, de la sécurité publique et
des relations internationales.
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale, 
Honorables députés, 
L’année 2011 a été marquée par d’importants
évènements politiques vécus par notre peuple. Le
peuple béninois a en effet surpris l’opinion
internationale par son comportement digne et
exemplaire à l’occasion des scrutins présidentiel
et législatif de mars et avril 2011, qui se sont
traduits par l’élection du Président de la
République et par la mise en place de la sixième
législature de l’Assemblée Nationale. 
Grâce à la contribution de tous, la raison l’a
emporté sur la passion, ce qui démontre une fois
encore la maturité du peuple béninois et combien
est grand et élogieux son génie. Dieu Tout
Puissant nous a épargné de l’intolérance et de la
violence qui auraient pu mettre en péril la
marche courageuse de notre nation vers le
progrès et la modernité. 
C’est le lieu une fois encore de témoigner
notre profonde reconnaissance à Dieu Tout
Puissant dont la grâce a permis à notre peuple de
continuer de bénéficier de sa paix à la suite de
telles consultations.
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Ainsi que je l’ai rappelé à plusieurs occasions,
la vitalité du processus démocratique dans lequel
s’est engagé le Bénin depuis l’historique
Conférence des Forces Vives de février 1990 et 
la stabilité politique et institutionnelle reconnues
à notre pays tiennent pour une grande part du
fonctionnement harmonieux des Institutions de la
République et du respect par chacune d’elles de
ses prérogatives constitutionnelles.
La culture de dialogue que nous nous efforçons
tous d’instaurer a un tant soit peu permis
d’améliorer la gouvernance politique, notamment
par l’assainissement du système électoral qui
devra se poursuivre pour éviter que les élections
soient une source de conflits inutiles pouvant
dégrader dangereusement le climat de paix
sociale et la tranquillité publique sans lesquels
aucun développement n’est possible. 
Il est envisagé l’élaboration d’un nouveau
code électoral au titre des réformes que mon
Gouvernement a déjà engagées.
Dans la même veine, j’adresse mes félicitations
aux honorables députés qui ont voté la Loi
Organique portant conditions de recours au
Référendum. A notre avis, les conditions sont
maintenant réunies pour procéder à la relecture
de notre Loi Fondamentale en y intégrant, si
vous en convenez, les nouvelles dispositions
proposées par le Gouvernement. 
C’est pourquoi, il est souhaitable que la
représentation nationale les adopte pour
améliorer notre loi fondamentale qui a subi
l’épreuve du temps voici plus de vingt ans
aujourd’hui, sans toutefois remettre en cause
celles relatives à la limitation du nombre des
mandats et de l’âge des candidats.
J’ai choisi de placer mon second mandat sous
le signe de la Paix et de la Refondation. La
Refondation a pour finalité la restauration des
valeurs spirituelles, éthiques et morales ainsi que
l’adoption de réformes hardies qui renouent avec
la bonne gouvernance politique, administrative,
économique et sociale, judiciaire et financière à
tous les niveaux en vue de promouvoir une
économie compétitive, un développement intégral
et la solidarité nationale.
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Monsieur le Président,
Nul ne peut aller au développement sans
garantir la paix des marchés et la bonne
gouvernance. C’est dans cette perspective que
mon Gouvernement fait de la lutte contre la
corruption une question fondamentale. 
Le vote récent et la promulgation qui s’en 
est suivie de la loi n° 2011-20 portant lutte contre
la corruption et autres infractions connexes
participent de cette volonté. Des décrets
d’application de cette Loi sont en cours
d’élaboration et des mesures appropriées seront
prises pour sa vulgarisation.
Je voudrais saluer l’initiative prise par
l’Assemblée Nationale pour garantir la stabilité
sociale à travers la loi sur les règles générales
applicables aux personnels militaires, aux forces
de sécurité publique et assimilés et la proposition
de Loi portant exercice du droit de grève. 
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
Les réformes sont incontournables pour toute
nation qui aspire au progrès. Mais elles exigent
comme pré-requis une justice efficace surtout
dans un Etat de droit en construction.
En effet, l’Etat de droit pour lequel nous
nourrissons de légitimes ambitions n’aura de sens
que si notre système judiciaire est des plus
performants car la justice doit jouer véritablement
son rôle de protection des citoyens et de garant
du respect des lois et règlements de la République.
Notre système judiciaire mérite donc d’être revu
et renforcé. De ce point de vue, l’année 2011 a
été marquée par:
• l’extension du réseau juridictionnel et le
renforcement des capacités des Cours d’Appel
et des tribunaux de première instance;
• l’amélioration du cadre juridique national;
• le renforcement du personnel judiciaire;
• la modernisation du système pénitentiaire
visant l’humanisation de nos maisons
d’arrêts et le désengorgement des
établissements pénitentiaires.
Mon Gouvernement a bénéficié de l’appui de
nos partenaires au développement du secteur de
la justice dont l’Union Européenne et les Etats
Unis d’Amérique à travers le Programme du
Millenium Chalenge Account. Avec ce dernier
partenaire et pour pérenniser les acquis, il a été
mis en place l’Agence du Millénaire pour le
Développement. C’est ici le lieu de leur exprimer
une fois encore notre gratitude. 
S’agissant de la question du désengorgement
des établissements pénitentiaires, un document
de politique pénale et un plan d’urgence ont été
élaborés et feront bientôt l’objet de validation.
Dès qu’ils seront mis en application, il sera
possible dorénavant d’encadrer le recours à la
détention préventive et aux condamnations à 
une peine d’emprisonnement ferme pour les
infractions mineures. 
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale,
Honorables Députés, 
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
La construction d’une Nation moderne à fort
taux de croissance tient également de la qualité du
service public. Le Bénin s’est engagé dans la voie
de la réforme de son Administration publique;
parce qu’une croissance économique de qualité
n’est envisageable que dans le contexte d’une
bonne gouvernance administrative. 
C’est à cela que s’attèle mon gouvernement 
à travers la clarification des missions de l’Etat,
l’organisation du transfert effectif des compétences
et des ressources aux communes, la rationalisation
et la stabilisation des structures et de l’organisation
administrative. 
Dans ce cadre, le Gouvernement s’emploie à
instaurer une Administration moins corrompue 
et plus efficace, à établir les principes de
séparation des fonctions politiques des fonctions
administratives et techniques et à promouvoir la
gestion axée sur les résultats.
L’adoption de la charte de gouvernance pour
le développement du Bénin permettra la
restauration des valeurs éthiques, morales et
citoyennes dans le cadre de la modernisation de
l’administration et de la refondation de notre
pays. C’est pourquoi, je présiderai la signature
solennelle de cette Charte avec les Corps
constitués de la Nation dans les prochains jours.
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Mais notre administration ne sera véritablement
performante que si elle adopte la culture de
l’évaluation. Dans cette perspective, l’évaluation
des politiques publiques est perçue par mon
Gouvernement comme un défi majeur pour la
démocratie et la gouvernance des affaires
publiques. Elle participe en effet du renforcement
du débat public sur l’action du gouvernement et
de la contribution du citoyen à l’amélioration des
services publics qui lui sont fournis. 
A ce titre, plusieurs évaluations de politiques
publiques sectorielles ont été réalisées et leurs
résultats rendus publics par le Conseil des
Ministres. La Politique Nationale d’Evaluation
permettra d’institutionnaliser la pratique de
l’évaluation et d’enraciner la culture évaluative
sur le plan national. 
Notre administration ne va également se
moderniser que par sa capacité à conduire le
dialogue social indispensable à un climat de paix
sociale qui favorise le travail productif.
Le dialogue social apparaît donc comme un
choix stratégique et relève désormais de missions
spécifiques. Cette option marque le début d’une
ère de démocratie sociale dans notre pays. Elle
vise à valoriser et à promouvoir la concertation et
l’esprit de consensus comme éléments essentiels
de la gouvernance.
Elle se justifie par la nécessité de trouver un
équilibre optimal entre les objectifs économiques
et la productivité du travail d’une part et les
préoccupations sociales d’autre part. 
Pour tirer le meilleur profit de tous ces
mécanismes, mon Gouvernement va placer l’année
2012 sous le signe de la gouvernance managériale
dans toutes les entités administratives en vue
d’une meilleure gestion des affaires publiques. 
A cet effet, un programme de formation visant 
à améliorer les capacités managériales et de
leadership des structures de l’Etat et des
Institutions de la République sera prochainement
mis en route.
Honorables Députés, 
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Notre pays aspire à l’émergence économique.
Cette ambition s’exprime dans un environnement
économique international marqué ces dernières
années par une croissance économique soutenue
dans les pays émergents et en développement
mais timide dans les pays développés. 
La politique de restructuration de l’économie
nationale s’est poursuivie à travers la mise en
œuvre de réformes structurelles et sectorielles, la
consolidation du cadre macroéconomique et le
maintien de sa stabilité en vue de la promotion des
investissements productifs et créateurs d’emplois.
Dans le domaine de la gestion des Finances
Publiques, les efforts d’assainissement entrepris
en 2010 ont été poursuivis en 2011 et ont conduit
à la maîtrise du déficit budgétaire. 
De ce point de vue, malgré l’environnement
économique difficile, le gouvernement a œuvré
avec détermination à la mobilisation de ressources
financières intérieures et extérieures nécessaires à
l’opérationnalisation de la Stratégie de Croissance
pour la Réduction de la Pauvreté en vue de
l’atteinte des Objectifs du Millénaire en 2015.
Ainsi, une amélioration de la croissance est
attendue en 2011 après deux années consécutives
de morosité économique au regard de l’évolution
des indicateurs macroéconomiques avec un taux de
croissance économique qui s’établirait à 3,8% en
cette année contre 2,6% en 2010 et 2,7% en 2009.
En ce qui concerne les critères de convergence
de l’UEMOA au titre de 2011, le Bénin respecte
la plupart des critères de premier rang relatifs 
au taux d’inflation estimé à 2,8%, au taux
d’endettement qui s’est établi à 28% du PIB.
Quant au solde budgétaire de base, ce critère 
n’a pu être respecté en raison notamment des
nouveaux engagements salariaux pris par le
Gouvernement avec les partenaires sociaux.
Concernant les critères de second rang, des
efforts restent à fournir par notre pays. En effet,
le ratio masse salariale/recettes fiscales est de
47,6% pour une norme communautaire de 35%
et le ratio investissement/ressources propres est
de 17% pour une norme fixée à 20%. Autrement
dit, sur 100 francs de recette fiscale, l’Etat affecte
près de 50 francs aux traitements salariaux
notamment des Agents Permanents de l’Etat au
lieu de 35 francs exigés par l’UEMOA. De
même, sur 100 francs de ressources propres,
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l’Etat n’a pu affecter que 17 francs aux
investissements au lieu de 20 francs.
En outre, la récession économique induite par
la crise économique et financière internationale
précédée par les crises énergétique et écologique
a eu un impact négatif sur le financement du
Programme d’investissements Publics.
Plusieurs projets d’infrastructures socio-
communautaires ont connu un ralentissement
dans leur mise en œuvre du fait de la crise
économique et financière internationale qui
affecte la situation des recettes publiques.
Il convient de noter par ailleurs que dans le
cadre de la mobilisation des ressources nécessaires
au financement du PIP, le gouvernement a procédé
à l’émission d’un emprunt obligataire par appel
public à l’épargne. A la date de sa clôture, cette
opération a permis à la Caisse Autonome
d’Amortissement de mobiliser 69 milliards de
FCFA environ pour un objectif de 50 milliards
soit un taux de réalisation de 138%. 
Pour booster la croissance, le Gouvernement
a mis en place un programme ambitieux de
relance de l’économie en vue d’accélérer le
rythme de création de la richesse et doubler le
taux de croissance en le faisant passer à 8% au
moins à partir de 2013 dans la perspective d’une
réduction de moitié de notre taux actuel de
pauvreté qui est de 35% contre une moyenne 
de 50% au plan africain. Ce plan de relance 
au cœur duquel se trouve la lutte contre la
corruption met l’accent sur des investissements
orientés dans cinq secteurs stratégiques, à savoir:
• l’agriculture, 
• les infrastructures,
• le système éducatif,
• le développement local,
• et l’évaluation des politiques publiques.
A cet effet, d’importantes réformes sont
engagées dont le Programme de Vérification des
Importations de Nouvelle Génération (PVI-NG)
et le Guichet Unique au Port de Cotonou en vue
d’améliorer le niveau de mobilisation des
ressources internes. 
De même, la poursuite et l’intensification de
certaines réformes entreprises devront permettre
d’accroître les ressources financières de l’Etat. Il
s’agit entre autres: 
• du Programme de l’Identifiant Fiscal
Unique dont l’objectif principal est la
modernisation et la gestion des finances
publiques pour la mise en œuvre d’une
fiscalité de développement;
• de la poursuite de l’interconnexion de toutes
les Régies fiscales;
• du renforcement de la lutte contre la fraude
douanière et fiscale.
Il est envisagé, toujours dans le cadre de la
relance de l’économie, la réalisation de plusieurs
infrastructures socio-économiques. Celles-ci se
rapportent à:
• la rénovation du réseau routier et ferroviaire;
• la construction d’un second port en eau
profonde à Sèmè-Kpodji;
• la construction de ports secs dans plusieurs
localités;
• la construction d’un aéroport de norme
internationale; 
• la construction de la route des pêches; 
• la réalisation d’infrastructures hôtelières;
• la réhabilitation des sites touristiques;
• la poursuite de la construction des écoles et
centres de santé. 
Dans ce cadre et pour renforcer le financement
des investissements publics, le Gouvernement
entend assurer la promotion du partenariat
public-privé dans ces domaines d’activités. 
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale, 
Honorables députés, 
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
En dépit de l’environnement économique
national et international difficile, le gouvernement
du Bénin a pu conduire au cours des années 2010
et 2011 des programmes et projets d’envergure
auxquels il convient d’accorder un intérêt particulier
notamment dans le domaine des technologies de
l’information et de la communication. 
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A ce titre, on peut citer le programme de
couverture radiophonique et télévisuelle du
territoire national d’un coût global de 18 milliards
de francs CFA environ. Ce programme a permis
d’atteindre en 2011 un taux de couverture
radiophonique et télévisuelle de 96% du territoire
national. 
De par son impact économique, culturel et
sociopolitique, la couverture radiophonique et
télévisuelle constitue à n’en point douter, une
réponse radicale à l’exercice du droit des
populations à l’information où qu’elles se
trouvent et renforce le sentiment d’appartenance
à une même Nation.
De même, la diffusion des programmes de la
radio et de la télévision nationale par satellite et
leur réception en Afrique, en Europe, au Moyen-
Orient et en Amérique permet à la diaspora
béninoise résidant dans ces parties du monde 
de conserver et d’entretenir une relation de
proximité avec leur pays d’origine.
Dans le domaine des Télécommunications,
des TIC et de la Poste, la mise en œuvre du
projet e-Bénin, les importantes réformes en 
cours au niveau de l’Autorité Transitoire de
Régulation des Postes et Télécommunications 
et la réalisation de centres multimédias
communautaires constituent autant de leviers
pour faire réellement du Bénin le quartier
numérique de l’Afrique.
Mon Gouvernement entend poursuivre la
modernisation des TIC avec l’octroi de licence 
de troisième génération pour une meilleure
couverture en télécommunications de toutes les
régions de notre pays. 
Par contre, le processus d’ouverture du capital
de Bénin Télécoms SA, amorcé en 2008 dans le
cadre de la politique de libéralisation du secteur
des télécommunications, n’a pas été concluant au
regard de la faiblesse des offres reçues. 
Le niveau de l’offre, malgré les efforts
d’assainissement déployés par le Gouvernement,
traduit la dégradation de la situation financière
ainsi que l’effritement toujours continu de la
position de Bénin Télécoms SA dans le secteur
des télécommunications dans notre pays.
Le Gouvernement examine en ce moment les
solutions possibles pour parvenir à son objectif. 
Distingués invités,
En plus des équipements qui ont pu être
réalisés dans le domaine des télécommunications,
mon Gouvernement a poursuivi au cours de
l’année 2011 sa politique des grands travaux
engagée de façon déterminante dans le secteur
des travaux publics et des transports. Les
nombreux chantiers en cours laissent présager
que de bonnes perspectives s’offrent au secteur
pour les prochaines années.
Notre économie est arrivée à un point où 
elle a besoin d’infrastructures pour accompagner
la croissance.
Ainsi, dans le sous-secteur routier, les actions
menées au cours de l’année qui s’achève, ont
porté sur:
• la poursuite de la modernisation du réseau
routier par le bitumage d’axes routiers;
• la poursuite des travaux de construction
d’ouvrages spécifiques dont ceux en hauteur;
• l’entretien du réseau routier bitumé et en
terre; 
• la construction et la réhabilitation de pistes
rurales pour le désenclavement des localités
et la réduction de la pauvreté;
• la poursuite des études en vue de
l’aménagement et du bitumage des axes
routiers.
Tous les travaux engagés au titre de la
modernisation du réseau routier ont nécessité la
mobilisation d’un financement d’environ 198
milliards de FCFA dont 61 milliards de
contribution nationale et 137 milliards de
contribution extérieure pour un linéaire total
d’environ 436 km. 
Sous ce même chapitre, certains projets dont
les financements sont totalement bouclés ou en
voie de l’être vont démarrer incessamment. 
Le linéaire de route à aménager dans ce cadre 
est de 371 km pour un montant de 277 milliards
de FCFA à partir de 2012. S’agissant
particulièrement de la réhabilitation de la route
Akassato – Bohicon, à la suite de ma dernière
visite en Chine, le Gouvernement chinois s’est
engagé à réaliser entièrement ce projet. Une
mission est arrivée au Bénin pour finaliser les
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négociations en vue du démarrage imminent 
des travaux. 
Au titre de l’entretien du réseau routier, il est
entrepris des travaux dont l’objectif est la
sauvegarde des investissements réalisés dans le
secteur. Le coût total de ces travaux est évalué à
environ 49 milliards de francs CFA entièrement
engagé sur les ressources du Fonds Routier.
Pour ce qui est de l’aménagement et de la
réhabilitation des pistes rurales, il est mis en
place le Programme d’Appui au Sous-secteur de
Transport Rural dont la finalité est d’apporter un
appui aux collectivités territoriales dans la
réhabilitation de ces pistes. 
Le coût de cet important programme est
d’environ 13 milliards de francs CFA financé 
par le budget national, la DANIDA et l’Union
Européenne. 
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
L’activité transport routier au Bénin est
assurée par un parc automobile sans cesse
croissant et les efforts dans ce secteur se sont
poursuivis par la réforme des permis de conduire,
l’organisation et la gestion du fret ainsi que le
contrôle des charges à l’essieu.
Dans le domaine de la sécurité routière, les
campagnes régulières de sensibilisation des usagers
ont permis la réduction du taux des accidents de
routes d’environ 48% par rapport à l’année 2000,
considérée comme année de référence.
S’agissant du transport ferroviaire, l’Etat a
consenti d’énormes efforts pour la relance des
activités de l’OCBN. Le réseau ferroviaire étant
notamment une continuité du port en direction
des pays de l’hinterland, les travaux de
construction des ports secs de Tori-Bossito et de
Parakou ont été lancés pour accroître la
compétitivité du port de Cotonou. De même, 
les travaux de construction du port sec de Glo
Djigbé seront lancés incessamment. 
Par contre, la signature de la convention de
concession de la gestion et de l’exploitation du
réseau ferroviaire qui devrait être accompagnée
d’une révision des accords, protocoles et
conventions entre le Bénin et le Niger relatifs à
cette société est encore en négociation avec le
Niger, dont la position semble évoluer vers une
option globale sur la boucle du corridor
ferroviaire ouest-africain.
Dans le sous-secteur du transport aérien, le
Bénin poursuit son programme de modernisation,
de renforcement et de développement de ce
secteur par la réhabilitation et le développement
des infrastructures et des installations sur les
plateformes aéroportuaires de Cotonou et de
Tourou notamment.
Quant au projet de construction de l’aéroport
international de Glodjigbé, il deviendra une réalité
dans à peu près deux ans grâce au partenariat
public privé qui prévoit sa construction sous la
forme d’un BOT. Ce partenariat envisage de
renforcer les infrastructures de l’aéroport
international Cardinal Bernardin GANTIN, de
construire l’aéroport de Tigninti à Natitingou et
d’achever celui de Tourou.
Le Bénin a poursuivi la mise en œuvre du
Programme Régional de Sûreté et de Sécurité du
Transport Aérien en Afrique de l’Ouest et du
Centre visant entre autres à renforcer le niveau
de conformité de l’aéroport de Cotonou avec les
normes de sûreté de l’Organisation de l’Aviation
Civile Internationale (OACI), par la formation des
personnels de sûreté et de sécurité aéroportuaire.
Par ailleurs, prenant en compte le rôle capital
que joue le port de Cotonou dans l’économie 
de notre pays, mon Gouvernement a engagé 
les réformes indispensables pour assurer sa
compétitivité.
Ainsi, dans le domaine de l’économie
maritime, un accent particulier a été mis sur
l’amélioration du système d’exploitation de notre
port et sa conformité aux normes internationales.
Les réflexions majeures menées en ce qui
concerne le Port de Cotonou découlent de la
vision de développement du Bénin et ont porté
notamment sur:
• la poursuite de la réhabilitation des
installations portuaires;
• le renforcement de la capacité d’accueil du
port de Cotonou;
• l’amélioration de la qualité et de la fluidité
des prestations portuaires; 
• le renforcement de la sécurité et de la sûreté
des installations portuaires;
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• la poursuite des actions découlant de la
politique de gestion environnementale du
port de Cotonou;
• le démarrage effectif du Programme de
Vérification des Importations (PVI) de
nouvelle génération et du Guichet Unique
des opérations portuaires qui a instauré 
une véritable ère de transparence et de
sécurisation des importations et des recettes
douanières y afférentes. 
Dans le cadre de la mise en œuvre du volet
portuaire du programme MCA-Bénin, plusieurs
infrastructures ont été réhabilitées et d’importants
matériels acquis au profit du port de Cotonou. 
Aussi, au titre du projet structurant de l’épine
dorsale de développement intégré de l’économie
béninoise, visant à réaliser un ambitieux
programme d’infrastructures de transport et de
communication afin de mieux valoriser la position
privilégiée du Bénin, pays de transit par excellence,
la convention particulière relative au Port pétrolier,
minéralier et commercial en eau profonde de
Sèmè Kpodji a-t-elle été finalisée et signée.
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale, 
Honorables Députés,
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
Conscient de l’importance du facteur
énergétique pour la croissance économique et la
réduction de la pauvreté, l’accent a été mis au
cours de l’année 2011, sur la poursuite des 
projets et programmes déjà engagés les années
antérieures et qui visent à assurer la sécurité de
l’approvisionnement en énergie et à accroître
l’accès à l’énergie. 
Dans ce cadre, il y a lieu de mentionner:
• la poursuite des travaux de construction de
la centrale électrique turbines à gaz de 80
Méga Watts à Maria Gléta qui sont
maintenant à la phase d’achèvement;
• la mise en œuvre de plusieurs projets
d’électrification notamment:
- le projet d’électrification par raccordement
au réseau conventionnel de la SBEE de 67
localités rurales;
- le projet d’électrification des 58 chefs lieux
d’arrondissement et villages administratifs; 
- le projet facilité énergie;
- le projet d’électrification des chefs lieux de
12 communes;
- le projet de développement de l’accès à
l’énergie moderne;
- le projet d’électrification de 5 localités;
- le deuxième projet d’électrification rurale de
27 localités;
- le projet d’électrification par système solaire
photovoltaïque de 2 chefs lieux
d’arrondissement, à titre expérimental.
L’offre d’énergie suivra la logique du rac-
cordement des chefs lieux de communes, des
chefs lieux d’arrondissements puis des chefs lieux
de villages ce qui n’exclut pas la prise en compte
des localités situées sur l’emprise du réseau. Aussi,
l’accent est-il mis sur les énergies renouvelables
pour tenir compte des potentialités dont dispose
notre pays pour ce type d’énergie. Des négocia-
tions sont engagées pour la réalisation de micro-
barrages avec les ressources en eau de nos fleuves.
Au total, l’ensemble de ces projets permettra
d’assurer une couverture de 68% du territoire
national. 
Honorables Députés,
Distingués invités,
Dans le secteur de l’eau, les actions menées 
au cours de l’année 2011 ont pour objectif
d’améliorer la qualité de vie de la population en
assurant un accès équitable à l’eau potable à au
moins 60% des personnes vivant en milieu rural
dans le cadre de la gestion durable des ressources
en eau et à un coût optimal pour les populations
et l’Etat. 
En milieu urbain, il s’est agi en 2011: 
• d’atteindre un taux de desserte moyen 
de 62%; 
• d’assurer la viabilité économique de l’activité
d’Alimentation en Eau Potable et du service
public de l’eau; et 
• d’assurer l’accessibilité à l’eau potable aux
populations à faibles revenus. 
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Ainsi, 1374 Equivalents Points d’Eau ont été
réalisés à travers 470 Forages équipés de Pompe 
à Motricité Humaine, 44 Adductions d’Eau
Villageoises et 6 Postes d’Eaux Autonomes. 
Dans le secteur des hydrocarbures, un contrat
courant a été signé avec la société de droit nigérian,
la South Atlantic Petroleum (SAPETRO) au
niveau du bloc 1 qui couvre une superficie de 551
km² et contient le champ pétrolifère de Sèmè qui
a été exploité de 1982 à 1998. 
Les résultats du forage de deux puits ont été
jugés positifs. Cette situation a donné lieu à une
étude de faisabilité qui a débouché sur le
lancement des études d’engineering. 
Dans le secteur minier, le Bénin dispose
d’importantes potentialités en ressources
minérales qui pendant des décennies ont fait
l’objet de plusieurs programmes d’exploitation.
Aujourd’hui, des missions de reconnaissance
d’indices de minéralisation de substances utiles
ont été encore effectuées. Il s’agit de:
• travaux de recherche de sable lagunaire qui
se sont poursuivis et ont mis en évidence des
gisements de sable de bonne qualité dans
plusieurs localités des départements de
l’Atlantique et du Littoral en vue de
satisfaire la demande des populations en
sable de construction;
• reconnaissance d’indices de fer dans les
secteurs de Loumbou-loumbou - Pékinga,
de Madékali et de Kandi  Bensahou;
• reconnaissance d’indices d’uranium dans
l’Atacora. 
Par ailleurs, nos ressources minières
intéressent plusieurs sociétés étrangères qui
souhaitent s’y investir. Dans ce cadre deux
protocoles d’accord ont été signés avec:
• la société SAVROLA pour des prospections
minières, et 
• la société SILLENGER pour la prospection
minérale, pétrolière, géophysique et
aéroportée.
Mes Chers Compatriotes, 
Les actions de développement autant qu’elles
sont dans le contexte de notre monde de plus en
plus globalisé doivent se réaliser dans un cadre
qui préserve l’environnement pour les
générations futures. 
Voilà pourquoi la vision de mon gouvernement
en matière d’environnement est de réduire les
tendances à la dégradation et de renforcer la
contribution de ce sous-secteur à l’économie
nationale et au bien-être de notre peuple sans
compromettre l’avenir. A cet effet, des efforts 
ont été déployés pour améliorer la gouvernance
environnementale en général notamment le
renforcement des capacités de gestion
environnementale à la base et le niveau de
conscience des populations en particulier. 
Dans le cadre de l’assainissement du cadre de
vie de la population, il y a une amélioration de la
couverture du réseau de voirie et des ouvrages
d’assainissement. Beaucoup reste à faire dans ce
domaine lorsque l’on sait que les pays côtiers
comme le nôtre ont d’importants défis à relever
en matière d’assainissement.
Le gouvernement a en outre initié au titre 
des travaux urbains de grands chantiers qui se
poursuivent au nombre desquels:
• la construction du siège de l’Assemblée
nationale;
• les travaux de construction de la Tour
Administrative à Cotonou; 
• le démarrage au cours du premier trimestre
2012 des travaux de construction des épis à
l’Est de Siafato après les multiples péripéties
qu’a connu ce projet ayant abouti à sa
restructuration.
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale,
Honorables Députés,
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Il est une évidence que le secteur agricole au
Bénin est celui dont les nombreuses potentialités
doivent être judicieusement exploitées pour en
faire le véritable moteur de notre économie.
Notre développement passe absolument par le
développement de l’agriculture qui permettra de
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créer les conditions de sécurité alimentaire
durable, de lutter efficacement contre la pauvreté,
de pourvoir des emplois à la jeunesse et de
soutenir la croissance économique. 
Il s’agit là de défis majeurs qui ne peuvent être
relevés que si la compétitivité et la diversification
des exportations, clés des enjeux dans le contexte
de la mondialisation et de l’ouverture des
marchés, sont prises en considération.
A cet effet, mon gouvernement l’a si bien
compris qu’il a poursuivi les efforts engagés pour: 
• la promotion des filières porteuses dans les
domaines de productions végétale, animale
et halieutique;
• l’accroissement de la compétitivité des
produits vivriers de grande consommation,
afin de conserver un niveau de prix des
produits alimentaires convenable pour les
consommateurs;
• la mécanisation agricole pour réduire la
pénibilité de travail des braves producteurs,
et accroître les rendements;
• la conquête de marchés, dans le respect des
normes de qualité et de traçabilité de nos
produits;
• l’adoption des documents fondamentaux de
relance du secteur agricole.
L’année 2011 s’est révélée un tournant décisif
faisant de la promotion des filières agricoles l’axe
majeur autour duquel doivent se construire le
renforcement des capacités et l’amélioration de la
productivité.
Le coton, de par son importance pour
l’économie béninoise, est la filière qui continue
de bénéficier d’une attention particulière pour sa
relance. La campagne 2011-2012 a fait l’objet
d’une attention toute particulière de mon
Gouvernement qui s’est traduite par la subvention
des intrants et l’amélioration des prix d’achat du
coton graine aux producteurs. 
Toutes ces actions menées ont suscité chez les
producteurs un engouement qui a permis
d’emblaver plus de 200 000 hectares soit une
augmentation de près de 15% par rapport à la
campagne dernière. La production attendue se
situerait entre 250 000 et 300 000 tonnes contre
130 000 tonnes, la campagne dernière.
Parallèlement aux actions ci-dessus
énumérées, les autres filières prioritaires ont
bénéficié d’appuis appréciables. Il s’agit
notamment de:
• la filière Riz: par la mise en service des deux
grandes usines de Malanville et de Glazoué
ainsi que l’aménagement de 2 300 hectares
de bas-fonds pour les cultures de contre
saison; 
• la filière maïs: par la mise en place de 4.663
tonnes de semences de maïs; 
• la filière manioc: avec la distribution de
milliers de boutures de manioc aux paysans
semenciers pour la production de boutures
certifiées; 
• la filière palmier à huile: par la recherche de
nouvelles variétés et la production de
semences pour les plantations villageoises; 
• l’anacarde: par la formation des producteurs
sur la conduite des pépinières et de
l’itinéraire technique de l’anacardier. 
Toutes ces actions de promotion de la
production agricole ont été réalisées à travers le
Programme d’Urgence d’Appui à la Sécurité
alimentaire, le Projet de Sécurité Alimentaire par
l’Intensification Agricole, le Programme Spécial
Pilote d’Installation des Jeunes dans l’Agriculture,
le Programme d’Appui au Développement Rural.
L’année prochaine également, le secteur
agricole connaitra un regain d’activités avec: 
• le projet d’installation à Ouidah d’une usine
de montage de tracteurs et d’équipements
agricoles;
• le programme minimum d’intensification 
du riz de 1000 hectares sous financement
UEMOA;
• l’achèvement de l’installation de 6 usines de
transformation de tomates, d’agrumes,
d’anacarde et de mangue; 
• la démultiplication des centres SONGHAÏ
dans les départements dans le cadre de la
promotion de l’entreprenariat agricole;
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• la mise en place de la Banque Agricole et 
du Fonds National de Développement
Agricole;
• l’accélération de la mise en place de:
- l’Agence de Développement de la
Mécanisation Agricole, 
- l’Agence de Promotion des Aménagements
Hydro-Agricoles, 
- l’Agence Béninoise pour la Promotion des
Filières Agricoles, 
- et l’Agence Béninoise de Sécurité Sanitaire
des Aliments. 
Honorables Députés,
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
Une nation ne peut se construire sans sa
jeunesse; les jeunes constituent, nous le savons
tous bien notre espoir et l’avenir de notre cher
pays. C’est pourquoi mon gouvernement a
toujours accordé une attention particulière aux
problèmes qui touchent les jeunes notamment
celui de leur insertion professionnelle. 
Différentes initiatives ont été prises pour aider
les jeunes à sortir de la précarité; au nombre de
celles-ci, il y a lieu de citer la formation à
l’entrepreneuriat, l’appui matériel à l’installation
et le financement de plans d’affaires, le
dégrèvement fiscal en faveur des entreprises 
de jeunes promoteurs qui se sont poursuivis au
cours de l’année 2011.
Avec la signature du protocole d’Accord 
pour le financement des activités du Projet de
promotion de l’entreprenariat agricole pour la
transformation socio-économique des zones
rurales au Bénin, de bonnes perspectives s’offrent
aux jeunes désireux de se prendre en charge à
travers le secteur agricole. 
A côté des questions d’employabilité des
jeunes, il convient d’évoquer le volet relatif à leur
épanouissement à travers les activités sportives.
D’une manière générale, mis à part quelques
disciplines, les performances de nos sportifs 
n’ont pas été reluisantes cette année pour 
diverses raisons. Des réflexions sont en cours
pour y remédier. 
La crise au sein de la fédération béninoise de
football a émoussé les ardeurs dans la pratique du
sport-roi et affaibli les résultats de nos équipes;
en vue de donner l’espoir à nos jeunes sportifs, le
Gouvernement, avec le soutien technique et
financier de la République fédérative du Brésil va
envoyer 22 jeunes footballeurs et entraineurs
dans ce pays pour un stage de 9 mois à compter
de janvier 2012.
Au plan sportif, l’évènement majeur que va
abriter notre pays l’année prochaine est le 18è
championnat africain d’athlétisme qui se déroulera
en juin 2012 ici même à Porto-Novo.
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
Pour la jeunesse béninoise, l’ambition qu’elle
nourrit sans encombre c’est d’avoir un corps sain
et une tête bien faite. Etant donné que la jeunesse
est appelée à assurer l’héritage, il est plus que pri-
mordial de veiller à la qualité de la relève qui passe
par l’enseignement du savoir et du savoir-faire à
sa jeunesse dans ce siècle de la connaissance et du
savoir. C’est pour cette raison que mon gouverne-
ment ne ménage aucun effort pour garantir aux
enfants de notre pays une instruction de qualité.
Cette volonté s’est traduite au cours de l’année
2011 par l’accent qui a été mis sur la qualité de
l’enseignement. Ainsi, dans le domaine de
l’éducation de base, de nombreux enseignants 
ont été formés dans le sens d’une amélioration 
de leur capacité d’encadrement des apprenants. 
De même, 2 265 nouvelles salles de classe ont
été construites, ce qui équivaut à 755 modules de
classe équipées de tables et bancs; l’entretien, la
réparation des infrastructures scolaires et
l’acquisition de matériels pédagogiques ont été
transférés aux communes pour un montant
d’environ 1 500 000 000 de FCFA. 
Dans le domaine de l’enseignement secondaire,
de la formation technique et professionnelle,
l’année 2011 a été marquée par:
• la généralisation de la mesure d’exonération
des frais de scolarité des filles des classes de
6ème et 5ème sur toute l’étendue du territoire
national, pour un coût global de 1 400 000
000 de FCFA; 
• l’accroissement des capacités d’accueil dans
l’enseignement secondaire général, par la
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construction et la réhabilitation
d’infrastructures scolaires et administratives
ainsi que la création de nouveaux
établissements d’enseignement secondaire 
et l’extension des groupes pédagogiques.
L’objectif visé par mon Gouvernement dans
ce cadre est de donner une formation
professionnelle aux jeunes leur permettant
d’accéder au marché du travail. 
La dynamique donnée à l’ensemble de notre
système éducatif se remarque également au
niveau de l’enseignement supérieur à travers la
poursuite du processus de désengorgement et de
professionnalisation des formations des universités
nationales du Bénin avec l’ouverture de plusieurs
facultés et écoles de formation ainsi que la
création de centres universitaires pour rapprocher
l’enseignant de l’apprenant et de son milieu. 
L’assainissement et le partenariat entre les
établissements publics et privés d’enseignement
supérieur demeurent une préoccupation de 
mon gouvernement. De ce point de vue, les
réflexions sont très avancées quant à la mise en
place de nouvelles bases réglementaires devant
régir ce partenariat. Cette volonté s’est traduite
par la prise d’un décret portant conditions de
reconnaissance des diplômes délivrés par les
établissements privés d’enseignement supérieur
pour lesquels l’Etat n’organise pas d’examen
national.
Au niveau de la réforme proprement dite, il
convient de souligner qu’en prenant le décret
portant adoption du système LMD, Licence,
Master et Doctorat dans l’enseignement
supérieur en République du Bénin, l’Etat engage
les universités nationales dans la mise en œuvre
progressive de cette mutation qui permettra à nos
universités et à nos étudiants d’être en phase avec
les exigences de l’évolution de l’enseignement
supérieur à l’échelle internationale. 
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
De l’enseignement à la culture, le pas est vite
franchi pour dire que les secteurs de la culture,
de l’artisanat et du tourisme, grâce à leur
particularité de mobiliser et de favoriser la
consommation, sont considérés aujourd’hui comme
de véritables catalyseurs au renforcement de la
vitalité et à l’amélioration de la compétitivité de
l’économie nationale. C’est pour cette raison que
mon gouvernement s’attèle à faire d’eux un pilier
du développement économique. 
Ainsi, pour une promotion soutenue du
secteur de la culture, les documents stratégiques,
qui seront finalisés et rendus disponibles au cours
du premier semestre de 2012, permettront de
mettre en œuvre des plans d’actions coordonnées
et de mobiliser les moyens indispensables pour la
préservation et la promotion de la culture nationale
en conjuguant les efforts de tous les acteurs et des
partenaires aux niveaux national et international.
Dans le cadre de la protection, de la promotion
et du rayonnement du patrimoine culturel matériel
et immatériel, des actions de rénovation de sites
touristiques, de réhabilitation et d’aménagement
de musées ont été menées au cours de cette
année 2011.
Le secteur de l’artisanat dispose d’une
Politique Nationale dont la vision à l’horizon
2025 est de faire de ce secteur, un domaine bien
organisé où opèrent des entreprises artisanales
compétitives, contribuant notamment par la
valorisation du patrimoine national, à la
prospérité de l’économie nationale et au bien-
être social de l’artisan béninois.
C’est pourquoi dans ce secteur qui emploie
13% de la population active et contribue pour
12% au PIB, il s’avère important de mener des
actions afin de garantir un niveau de vie décente
aux artisans. 
Quant au volet touristique, il est d’une
importance notable dans le développement
économique de notre pays. En effet, bien
qu’embryonnaire, le secteur du tourisme occupe le
2ème rang dans les sources d’acquisition de devises
au Bénin et emploie 6% de la population active. 
Le potentiel naturel, culturel, historique et
religieux existe et n’attend qu’à être mis en valeur
pour faire du Bénin une grande destination
touristique. L’année 2011 a permis la
réhabilitation, l’aménagement et l’équipement
d’infrastructures touristiques et hôtelières au
nombre desquels l’ancien hôtel de la Plage, les
32
psi88771_text_BU_SOA_txt  1/31/12  1:24 PM  Page 32
sites touristiques de Taneka Koko et de Kota. La
mise en œuvre de la Politique Nationale du
Tourisme donnera sans doute une vitalité à ce
secteur. 
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale, 
Honorables Députés,
Mon gouvernement s’est toujours employé à
développer la solidarité nationale pour soutenir
les actions de l’Etat en matière de gestion des
besoins urgents des groupes vulnérables et 
autres couches sociales défavorisées ou victimes
de sinistre.
Ainsi, au cours de l’année 2011, il s’est engagé
davantage dans des actions de renforcement du
bien-être des familles, de protection de l’enfant 
et de promotion de la femme et du genre,
d’accompagnement des personnes de troisième
âge, des personnes handicapées et des personnes
vivant avec le VIH/SIDA.
Le programme de micro crédit aux plus
pauvres, véritable instrument de lutte conte la
pauvreté a connu un succès à la mesure des
espoirs portés en lui. Nos mamans ont su
fructifier le peu de ressources symboles de la
solidarité nationale pour se tirer progressivement
de la pauvreté. L’ambition du Gouvernement est
de poursuivre le programme en le renforçant et
en le modernisant pour atteindre le plus grand
nombre possible de bénéficiaires.
La performance de ce système a permis de
lancer récemment un nouveau produit intitulé «
Guichet spécial capital risque » destiné à
promouvoir l’entreprenariat féminin à travers
l’octroi de crédits plus importants à partir d’un
guichet dont le fonctionnement consistera en un
mécanisme de financement tripartite impliquant
la promotrice à hauteur de 10%, l’institution de
micro finance pour 20% et les ressources du
guichet pour 70%.
Distingués invités,
Mesdames et Messieurs,
La politique sociale de mon Gouvernement
prend en compte aussi et pour une grande part,
l’amélioration des conditions sanitaires des
familles sur la base d’un système intégrant les
populations démunies et indigentes. A cet égard,
mon gouvernement a poursuivi ses efforts dans
les domaines de la construction et l’équipement
des infrastructures de santé, de lutte contre les
maladies prioritaires et les grandes endémies.  
Dans le domaine des infrastructures et
équipements, plus de 60 milliards de francs CFA
ont permis entre autres l’achèvement de la
réhabilitation et de l’équipement de l’hôpital de
la mère et de l’enfant lagune (HOMEL), la
poursuite de la construction des hôpitaux de zone
de Kouandé, et de Pobé, la réalisation de travaux
confortatifs de l’hôpital militaire de cent lits à
Parakou. Les hôpitaux de Djidja, Covè et
Djougou sont également en chantier. 
Dans le cadre de la lutte contre les maladies
prioritaires, plus de 5 millions de moustiquaires
imprégnées à longue durée d’action ont été
acquises et distribuées gratuitement. L’initiative
de la gratuité de la prise en charge du paludisme
chez les femmes enceintes et les enfants de 0 à 5
ans a été lancée; la prise en charge des personnes
vivant avec le VIH par les Anti Rétro Viraux ainsi
que le dépistage et la prise en charge de la
tuberculose ont été poursuivis.
S’agissant de la lutte contre les grandes
endémies, une campagne de vaccination de masse
contre la fièvre jaune a été organisée à travers
tout le pays. Les campagnes de vaccination avec
des ratissages des zones habituellement non
atteintes et de faible couverture ont été organisées
de même que l’introduction du vaccin contre les
infections à pneumocoque dans le Programme
Elargi de Vaccination. 
Mon gouvernement, dans le souci d’assurer à
tous les citoyens une couverture du risque maladie
a procédé il y a quelques jours, au lancement du
Régime d’Assurance Maladie Universelle (RAMU)
qui sera effectif à compter d’avril 2012 quand
tous les mécanismes et outils seront mis en place.
Honorables Députés,
Il est une réalité que le développement de
notre pays ne peut se faire sans une meilleure
répartition de sa population en fonction de nos
ressources naturelles et de l’activité économique.
De ce point de vue, il a été adopté depuis juin
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2010 la Déclaration de Politique Nationale
d’Aménagement du Territoire dont la mise en
œuvre doit guider et inspirer nos choix.
Cette option vise essentiellement à promouvoir
la dimension spatiale du développement c’est-à-
dire la répartition harmonieuse sur le territoire
national des équipements dans un esprit de
partage et de solidarité au niveau de toutes les
localités du Bénin.  
En termes d’actions dans ce domaine, on 
peut retenir:
• le renforcement du cadre législatif et
réglementaire de l’aménagement du
territoire au Bénin en vue de contribuer au
changement des pratiques actuelles
caractérisées par une utilisation non
planifiée de l’espace. A cet égard, un avant
projet de loi-cadre sur l’aménagement du
territoire est en examen au niveau de la
Cour Suprême. 
• l’élaboration de l’agenda spatial pour faire
des différentes régions de notre pays de
véritables pôles de croissance. 
Mes Chers Compatriotes, 
Tout ce qui se réalise dans les différents
domaines que j’ai énumérés tantôt, n’est possible
sans que la sécurité des personnes et des biens ne
soit assurée, autrement dit sans que la jouissance
de la liberté d’aller et de venir ne soit une réalité. 
En matière de défense et de sécurité, le
gouvernement a poursuivi avec un intérêt
particulier les efforts de renforcement des
capacités opérationnelles de nos forces de défense
et de sécurité à travers l’instruction et la
formation des agents de sécurité et de défense
ainsi que le recrutement de personnel et
l’équipement des infrastructures militaires. Par
ailleurs, un projet de loi d’orientation et de
programmation sur la défense et la sécurité
nationales est en cours d’élaboration.
Le phénomène de la piraterie a connu un
recul à la faveur de la coopération entre les forces
Armées du Bénin et celles du Nigeria; des
patrouilleurs et autres équipements navals ou
aériens nous permettant de mieux surveiller nos
côtes sont en voie de réalisation notamment avec
la France; nos forces de défense seront plus
opérationnelles au cours du premier trimestre 2012.
Aussi, dans sa vison de garantir la sécurité des
personnes et des biens, le gouvernement a t-il
procédé en 2011 à un recrutement spécial de 1
000 fonctionnaires de police. Ces fonctionnaires
qui seront formés et mis à la disposition des
unités renforceront la sécurité des populations,
nous permettant ainsi d’atteindre un taux
appréciable de couverture sécuritaire.
Pays de transit naturel, le Bénin a commencé
par intéresser des personnes peu scrupuleuses qui
ne tarissent pas d’idées pour y faire passer
clandestinement des stupéfiants. 
A ce sujet, le Gouvernement a mobilisé toutes
les unités pour une lutte implacable contre le
trafic illicite de la drogue et autres substances
psychotropes. Au total, une quantité de plus de
700 kg de drogue a été saisie au cours de cette
année 2011 contre environ 9 kg en 2010 dans la
même période, ce qui témoigne de l’efficacité des
mesures prises.
Grâce à la coopération avec la France et
l’Afrique du Sud, une première livraison de chiens
renifleurs est déjà à Cotonou; la formation des
agents a démarré et une brigade canine sera
bientôt créée. 
La sécurité c’est aussi au niveau des frontières
et notre pays s’emploie à faire des zones
frontalières des espaces de développement durable
et de bon voisinage avec les pays limitrophes à
travers sa politique de réalisation des infra -
structures socio-communautaires au niveau de
toutes les frontières du Bénin. 
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale, 
Honorables Députés,
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
Pays du golfe de Guinée, le Bénin entretient
de bonnes relations avec ses voisins et les autres
pays du Monde.
Ainsi, sur le plan des relations extérieures et
de la coopération internationale, mon
gouvernement, soucieux du développement
harmonieux de notre commune patrie, a entrepris
de nombreuses actions visant à maintenir et à
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renforcer les relations fraternelles, d’amitié et de
coopération fructueuse, avec les pays voisins, 
ceux de la sous-région, de l’Afrique et avec le
reste du monde.
En effet, les liens historiques et séculaires 
qui unissent le Bénin aux pays frères limitrophes
méritent qu’une attention particulière leur soit
accordée.
C’est dans cet esprit que j’ai personnellement
pris part aux cérémonies d’investiture des
Présidents du Niger, le 7 avril 2011, de la Côte
d’Ivoire, le 21 mai 2011 et du Nigéria, le 29 mai
2011. 
Honorables Députés,
Mesdames et Messieurs, 
La considération dont jouit le Bénin dans le
Monde a valu à notre pays d’être invité à
plusieurs occasions, ce qui m’a permis de me
rendre dans un certain nombre de pays en visite
d’Etat, en visite officielle, et en visite de travail.
C’est le lieu d’en citer quelques unes, à savoir: 
• la visite de travail à la Maison Blanche, les
28 et 29 juillet 2011 à l’invitation du
Président Barack Obama avec d’autres chefs
d’Etats Africains;
• la visite de travail en République Populaire
de Chine du 13 au 19 septembre 2011 à
l’invitation des Autorités Chinoises;
• la visite officielle en France du 7 au 9
novembre 2011 sur invitation du Président
Nicolas Sarkozy;
• la visite d’Etat en Afrique du Sud du 23 au
26 novembre 2011 sur l’invitation du
Président Jacob Zuma.
Toutes ces visites bilatérales ont permis
d’insuffler un nouveau dynamisme aux relations
de coopération dont le cadre s’est élargi avec des
signatures d’Accords dans maints domaines
d’intérêts communs. De même, au titre du
renforcement des liens d’amitié, de fraternité 
et de coopération entre le Bénin et leurs pays
respectifs, des Chefs d’Etat et d’éminentes
personnalités étrangères ont honoré notre pays
de leurs visites. Il s’agit notamment du séjour 
au Bénin: 
• du Président de la République du Tchad, les
06 et 07 juillet 2011;
• du Président de la République du Niger, le
18 juillet 2011; 
• du Président de la République de Côte
d’Ivoire, le 14 novembre 2011;
• ainsi que du Président de la République
d’Afrique du Sud, les 10 et 11 décembre
2011.
En outre, le Bénin a accueilli la visite de hauts
responsables en provenance du Royaume du
Maroc, de la République du Niger, de la
République Populaire de Chine, de l’Organisation
de la Conférence Islamique, du Parlement
français, du Sénat américain et du Millenium
Challenge Corporation.
Il me plait de mettre un accent particulier sur
la visite au Bénin du 18 au 20 novembre 2011 de
Sa Sainteté le Pape Benoit XVI. Son séjour chez
nous constitue un évènement majeur et l’un des
plus marquants que notre pays ait connu au cours
de l’année 2011. Cette visite coïncide fort
heureusement avec le 40è anniversaire de
l’établissement des relations diplomatiques 
avec le Saint Siège et le 150è anniversaire de
l’Evangélisation au Bénin.
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale,
Honorables Députés,
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Au plan de l’intégration sous-régionale, il me
plaît d’évoquer particulièrement les actions menées
par mon Gouvernement et la participation active
de notre Pays aux assises des Institutions sous
régionales à savoir: la Communauté Economique
des Etats de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (CEDEAO),
l’Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest-
Africaine (UEMOA), et le Conseil de l’Entente.
En ce qui concerne particulièrement le
Conseil de l’Entente, la participation au Sommet
de Cotonou le 5 décembre 2011 de tous les 
Chefs d’Etat illustre bien leur détermination à
traduire dans les faits la réforme de l’Institution
visant à faire du Conseil de l’Entente un véritable
instrument politique au service de la paix et 
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du développement.
J’apprécie à sa juste valeur la décision de mes
Pairs de me reconduire à la présidence en
exercice de cette prestigieuse Institution, me
renouvelant ainsi leur confiance. 
Honorables Députés,
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Dans le domaine de l’intégration régionale et
de la coopération panafricaine, j’ai pris part à la
17ème session ordinaire de la Conférence des Chefs
d’Etat et de Gouvernement de l’Union Africaine
les 30 juin et 1er juillet 2011 à Malabo, en Guinée
Equatoriale, précédée du 15è Forum des Chefs
d’Etat et de Gouvernement du Mécanisme Africain
d’Evaluation par les Pairs (MAEP) ainsi que du
25è Sommet des Chefs d’Etat et de Gouvernement
chargés de la mise en œuvre du NEPAD.
Au lendemain du Sommet de Malabo, le
Bénin a assuré la présidence rotative du Conseil
de paix et de sécurité de l’Union Africaine du 1er
au 31 juillet 2011.
Par ailleurs, sur le plan international, il m’est
particulièrement agréable de citer un certain
nombre de rencontres importantes qui témoignent
de l’estime et de la considération dont bénéficie
notre pays dans le Monde. Il s’agit notamment: 
• du Forum Economique de « Davos d’été »
tenu à Dalian en Chine du 12 au 17
septembre 2011;
• de la Conférence des Nations Unies sur les
Pays les Moins Avancés à Istanbul en
Turquie du 9 au 13 mai 2011.
Dans le cadre de la coopération
internationale, le Bénin a pris une part active: 
• à la 66è session ordinaire de l’Assemblée
Générale des Nations Unies;
• à la réunion de haut niveau des Nations
Unies sur la jeunesse;
• à la 36è Conférence Générale de l’UNESCO.
L’ouverture du Bénin au Monde extérieur et
le développement de ses relations dans le cadre
d’une coopération diversifiée et sans exclusive ont
renforcé son portefeuille. C’est ainsi que notre
pays a bénéficié d’importants appuis techniques
et financiers de nombreux partenaires,
notamment de la France, de l’Allemagne, de la
Belgique, des Pays Bas, du Danemark, de la Suisse,
de la Finlande, des Etats-Unis d’Amérique, du
Canada, du Japon, de la Chine, de l’Inde, du
Brésil, du Koweït, de l’Arabie Saoudite et de la
Corée du Sud.
Je ne saurais terminer mes propos sur ce
chapitre sans évoquer les préoccupations de nos
compatriotes de l’Etranger. Nombre de problèmes
liés à leur séjour dans leur pays de résidence et au
Bénin ont fait l’objet de doléances soumises au
Gouvernement. Les structures compétentes de
l’Etat conjuguent leurs efforts pour trouver les
solutions appropriées à ces doléances. 
Monsieur le Président de l’Assemblée Nationale,
Honorables Députés,
Mesdames et Messieurs,
Le tableau que je viens de vous peindre est
bien le reflet de tous nos efforts conjugués. Que
pouvons-nous retenir de ce bilan des actions de
mon gouvernement au cours de l’année qui
s’achève ? Quelques points essentiels qui se
résument comme suit:
• La démocratie se raffermit;
• La paix se consolide dans un monde en
proie à la turbulence;
• Le dialogue politique s’amorce avec
l’ouverture à toutes les formations politiques;
• La croissance économique malgré une
légère accélération n’a pas suffi à faire
reculer la pauvreté;
• La rigueur dans la gestion nous a permis 
de faire face en grande partie aux besoins
pressants des populations;
• La réforme de l’administration publique
avance malgré certains vices à corriger par
l’instauration du civisme;
• Les efforts consentis pour le renforcement
du capital humain sont perceptibles;
• Une relation de bon voisinage avec les pays
limitrophes et une diplomatie active au
service du développement; 
• Le rayonnement international de notre pays
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se confirme avec notre éligibilité récente au
second compact du Millenium Challenge
Corporation. 
Du chemin a été parcouru certes tout au long
de l’année 2011 mais beaucoup d’efforts restent à
consentir pour l’édification d’un Bénin pacifique,
stable et prospère. Ils exigent de nous tous de
l’audace, de la persévérance, de la cohésion et de
la solidarité agissante. 
Dans ce cadre, de nouveaux chantiers seront
ouverts dans divers secteurs au cours de l’année
2012 qui va commencer bientôt afin de renforcer
les réalisations existantes et d’offrir de nouvelles
perspectives à notre pays. 
Des pays à économie essentiellement fiscale
comme le nôtre doivent faire des progrès en
matière de bonne gouvernance, seule réponse
appropriée en situation de crise. Je suis persuadé
que le Bénin peut faire toujours mieux avec
l’inestimable concours de nos partenaires au
développement à qui que je voudrais, au nom 
du peuple béninois, réitérer nos sentiments de
gratitude et de reconnaissance.
Je m’en voudrais de terminer, Honorables
Députés, Distingués invités, ce message sur l’état
de la nation sans vous remercier pour votre grande
disponibilité et votre écoute soutenue. Je sais que,
par-delà les divergences de vue et d’approche,
nous avons tous le regard fixé vers un seul
objectif à savoir servir au mieux notre commune
patrie pour faire reculer la pauvreté et la hisser 
au rang des nations modernes de ce monde.
Sur cette note d’espoir et d’espérance, je
souhaite à la Représentation nationale, au peuple
béninois ainsi qu’à tous nos hôtes qui vivent parmi
nous et nous soutiennent, mes meilleurs vœux
pour l’année 2012.
Bonne et heureuse année 2012!
Que Dieu bénisse le Bénin, notre commune
patrie!
Vive la République!
Je vous remercie.
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State of the Nation Address by
His Excellency Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama
Ian Khama, President of the Republic
of Botswana, to the Third Session 
of the Tenth Parliament
“Botswana First”
Gaborone, Botswana
November 7, 2011
INTRODUCT ION
Madam Speaker,
Before we begin, I request that we all observe a
moment of silence for those who have departed
during the past year. Thank you.
Let me also take this opportunity to commend
the Leader of the House, His Honour the Vice
President, on his recent well-deserved awards. 
In addition to the Naledi ya Botswana, which he
received for his illustrious service to the nation,
His Honour also did us proud when he received 
a World Citizen Award for his international as
well as domestic contributions. I am sure other
members will agree with me that these awards 
are deserved recognition of a true statesman.
Madam Speaker, it is a renewed privilege to
address this Honourable House and the nation.
This annual occasion allows us to step back and
take a broader look at the critical challenges 
we face, along with the opportunities we can 
all embrace when we put the interests of our
country first.
As I once more appear before you, I am mind-
ful of the fact that this address will be the subject
of further deliberations. The Government that I
have been entrusted to lead has welcomed and
will continue to welcome constructive contribu-
tions from all quarters. We have never claimed a
monopoly of wisdom. What we have affirmed,
and make no apology for so doing, is that as the
Government of the day we have a responsibility
to lead our country, based on our having taken
our programmes and record of good governance
to the people.
40
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Let us, therefore, move forward together,
agreeing where we can, disagreeing where we
believe we must, but at all times respecting the
fact that we have a common duty to build a better
future for our country. As the political leadership,
we have a special responsibility not only to give
direction but also to lead by example, practicing
the human values epitomised by Botho that we
preach. When speaking to the public we should,
for example, maintain our own dignity by refrain-
ing from resorting to insults and abusive language.
As leaders, we should also avoid misleading our
constituents into believing that there can be an
easy path to our achieving a more prosperous and
productive future. 
In the end, it is only through greater sacrifice
and commitment that we can together achieve
our overarching development goal of transform-
ing Botswana into a high-income society where
all Batswana live in dignity. Such a transformation
requires all of us to change our ways of doing
things. As a nation, we must become more pro-
ductive by adopting a working culture based on
group performance rather than individual entitle-
ment. To achieve sustainable economic growth
while preserving our well-earned reputation for
the prudent management of our public resources,
we must also have the discipline to live within
our means. Above all, we should have a common
understanding that personal and sectional inter-
ests need to be balanced against what is in the
collective interest of the nation as a whole.
Notwithstanding the fact that we will always
have our differences, as Batswana we must
remain united by our shared values and common
expectations. Alongside our adherence to the
principles of democracy and the rule of law, our
peaceful progress over the decades has been a
product of timeless norms of behaviour, such as
our tolerance and mutual respect for one another,
and understanding that our well-being as individ-
uals is ultimately dependent on the goodwill and
progress of others. 
As Batswana, we should, therefore, not allow
our separate desires to blind us from our collective
responsibilities. We should rather act like a family
and do what is in the common interest, while liv-
ing within our means today so that we may enjoy
the full fruits of our labours tomorrow. Let us
also be cautious about those who may not have a
genuine interest in our success. We will avoid
falling into divisive traps if we maintain and nur-
ture our sense of balance and patriotism in order
to collectively overcome our common challenges,
while taking advantage of emerging opportunities.
Our unity in diversity has been long nurtured
by our belief in the power of consultation. In this
respect, I along with my fellow cabinet members
have found it odd that some have even criticised
us for taking certain issues to Dikgotla around 
the country, which since time immemorial have
remained the bedrock for community discourse
on all matters of public concern. 
At the same time, we cannot be fairly accused
of neglecting other forms of consultation. These
include the Dipitso that are being regularly con-
vened to bring together Government and non-
government stakeholders to confer on specific
areas of common interest, such as youth empow-
erment. Over the past two years, forty-five such
gatherings have been held. These are in addition
to other forms in interactive communication,
ranging from stakeholder workshops to institu-
tional frameworks, such as the High Level
Consultative Council, with its various sub-sectors,
to our initiative of taking cabinet to the Councils.  
The plain truth of the matter is that this
administration’s record of consultation has been
and shall remain second to none. For us, consul-
tations lie at the core of delivering grass-roots
democracy for people-centred development. In
this democracy, we strive to be with the people,
as well as of, by, and for the people. 
LAW AND  ORDER
As it has in the past, the 2011 Global Peace Index
has listed Botswana as being among the world’s
most stable societies, as well as first in Africa.
The annual survey assesses countries’ political
stability and well-being based on factors that
include levels of democracy, transparency, educa-
tion, material well-being, respect for human
rights, and the rule of law. The Index is, thus, a
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reminder of where we have been and should
remain. We have come a long way in a relatively
short time as a people whose social and economic
progress, as well as peace and stability, are rooted
in our respect for one another and the rule of law.
The rule of law lies at the very heart of the
principles of democracy, development, dignity,
and discipline, which along with ensuring timely
delivery remain this administration’s road map for
empowering the nation. Our democracy is rooted
in our supreme law, the Constitution, which has
been the framework for our peaceful development,
while our dignity is predicated upon our discipline
in respecting society’s rules. Our status in this
respect was reaffirmed last month by the Mo
Ibrahim Foundation, which ranked us number
one in Africa in terms of accountability as well 
as the rule of law.
Madam Speaker, while upholding the rule of
law is a shared responsibility for all of us, it is the
core function for our judiciary, law enforcement,
and watchdog agencies. Our judiciary, under both
the Administration of Justice and Industrial Court,
has improved the pace of litigation and access to
justice. These achievements have attracted dele-
gations from elsewhere in the region who look
upon us as a best practice benchmark. Over the
past twelve months, there has been further
progress. The automated judicial case manage-
ment and court records management systems have
been installed in almost all of our courts, while
the special courts are enhancing the judiciary’s
efficiency and effectiveness. 
Judicial case management, which began with
the High Court, was cascaded in March 2011 
to all magistrates’ courts. This was accompanied
by the training of magistrates and support staff 
to ensure that the new system started on a 
solid foundation.
The popularity of the Small Claims Courts in
Gaborone and Francistown has confirmed a need
for these courts to cater to the less-privileged
members of our society, as shown by the number
of cases registered and disposed of by these courts.
These courts are also disposing cases at a much
quicker rate. Plans are now in place to establish 
a court in Maun, once resources are available.
The introduction of special stock theft courts
in four centres has likewise served to expedite the
trial of stock theft cases while events are still
fresh in the minds of witnesses and livestock are
available as exhibits. But these courts are con-
strained by insufficient resources. Again, as soon
as additional resources become available, we
intend to set up three more courts at Selebi
Phikwe, Palapye, and Jwaneng.
The judiciary, in its quest to take justice closer
to the people, has with effect from April 2011 
set up new magistrates courts at Gumare and
Hukuntsi. These courts were introduced in an
endeavour to cut down on the distances members
of the public have to travel to get court services. 
There is also now in place a code of conduct
for Botswana’s judicial officers, which spells out
the behaviour that is expected of them in and
outside of court. Bottlenecks in terms of human
resource capacity also remain a challenge for the
Attorney General’s Chambers as well as all of the
courts. In response, retention as well as recruit-
ment strategies are being implemented.
I am pleased to announce that the Legal Aid
Pilot Project has begun to deliver services from
the Attorney General’s Chambers in Gaborone
and Francistown. An agreement has been con-
cluded with the Law Society of Botswana through
which legal practitioners in private practice will
give twenty-five hours free legal services per year.
Beneficiaries will thereafter become eligible to
receive legal aid instructions at a reduced rate.
Contracts have also been concluded with four
NGOs, and a new cooperation agreement with
the University of Botswana Legal Clinic is being
explored. We hope that these efforts will result 
in an affordable and sustainable programme to
deliver legal aid to those who cannot afford
lawyers’ fees.
Madam Speaker, in addition to the independ-
ence and integrity of our judiciary and public
prosecutors, major contributors to our country’s
global reputation for upholding the rule of law
include independent oversight institutions such as
the Auditor General, the Office of Ombudsman,
and the Directorate on Corruption and Economic
Crime (DCEC). To enhance their common
efforts, these three institutions recently signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
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increase their collaboration in such areas as human
resource development, public education, and out-
reach. The DCEC has also signed an MoU with
the Public Procurement and Assets Disposal Board
(PPADB) and the new Competition Authority to
jointly fight potential corruption in tendering. 
F IGHT ING  CORRUPT ION
I am pleased to report that Botswana continues to
enjoy superior international ratings in terms of
our relatively low level of corruption. This past
year, Transparency International, for the fifteenth
year in a row, ranked us as the least corrupt
country in Africa, as well as among the best in
the world, having moved up five places from the
previous year. Notwithstanding such accolades,
we recognise that when fighting corruption,
there is always room for improvement and no
room for complacency. 
In keeping with our commitment to zero 
tolerance for corruption, the Directorate on
Corruption and Economic Crime (DCEC), along
with other stakeholders, including the new
Financial Intelligence Agency and the Directorate
on Intelligence and Security, are continuously
reviewing their strategies to meet emerging chal-
lenges. Another ongoing initiative is the estab-
lishment of an anti-corruption unit in each of the
ministries and local authorities. Working along-
side the Public Procurement and Asset Disposal
Board  (PPADB), these units enforce guidelines
to prevent abuses in procurement. The DCEC
has also established its own professional standards
unit to ensure the ethical compliance of its officers.
To further empower the DCEC, a bill revising
the Corruption and Economic Crime Act will be
tabled before this session of Parliament.
Government is also in the process of drafting
whistle-blowing legislation to protect individuals
who in the public interest disclose information
that relates to corrupt and illegal activities. To
further ensure a holistic approach towards fight-
ing corruption, a new National Anti-Corruption
Strategy is being drafted. 
DCEC is enhancing its partnerships with the
private sector and civil society. As a matter of
social responsibility, the private as well as the
public institutions have a duty to be proactive
against corruption. In this regard, an overarching
code of conduct developed by the DCEC and the
Botswana Confederation of Commerce, Industry,
and Manpower (BOCCIM) was launched in
September 2011. Here let me acknowledge the
private sector’s commitment, as signified by the
number of companies who subscribe to the code.
Another innovation is the mainstreaming of
topics of corruption into various programmes at
all levels. For example, anti-corruption topics
have been included in the Junior Certificate 
curriculum. It is through such examples of stake-
holders coming together that we shall defeat 
corruption. I appeal to all Batswana to help us in
this fight, by reporting to the relevant authorities
even petty attempts to solicit or pay bribes.
POL ICE  
Madam Speaker, the Botswana Police Service has
been upgrading its capacity in line with a more
integrated approach to policing that includes the
deployment of special task forces, flexi-shifts,
undercover operations, and community policing.
I am pleased to report that in the process, the
police, in partnership with other security services
and the public, have continued to make progress
in reducing violent and intrusive crime. Last year,
we recorded a 21.2 percent reduction in such
crimes (14,928 incidents in 2010 as compared
with 18,947 in 2009). During the first half of
2011, there has been a further downward trend
when compared with the same period in 2010,
with an overall decline in burglaries, theft, break-
ins, and robbery cases of 41.8 percent. Notwith-
standing such progress, the level of criminal
activity in our country is unacceptable. To further
reduce crime the following new strategies are
being introduced:
• National Anti-Crime Roving Teams target-
ing specific districts and stations with the
most crime, 
• Fast-tracking the tracing and arrest of
forensics-identified criminals, and the
• Identification of depository points for 
proceeds of crime.
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These measures are in addition to the contin-
ued engagement of special constables, who now
number nearly 3,000, and the implementation of
community-based crime reduction initiatives,
such as the Community Volunteer Programme,
which became effective last April. Already about
7,000 out of the allocated 10,000 posts under this
programme have been filled, with youth making
up two-thirds of all those engaged. Another
promising initiative is Cluster Policing, which
brings community members together with the
police to deal with local crime and social disorder.
As I speak, 571 policing clusters are active
throughout the country. 
In partnership with NGOs, the police are also
addressing gender-based violence through the
placement in police stations of Gender Focal Per-
sons who provide psychosocial support and secure
shelter for the victims of gender-based violence.
There has been a modest improvement in
road safety, as evidenced by last year’s 5 percent
decrease in the number of road accidents. The
number of road traffic fatalities also went down
from 475 deaths in 2009 to 397 in 2010, a
decrease of 19 percent. But sadly, during the 
first half of this year 212 lives have been lost due
to road accidents, compared with 181 recorded
during the same period in 2010. In the face of
this challenge the police are intensifying their
implementation of the following strategies:
• Public education campaigns and the engage-
ment of other stakeholders on road safety
campaigns,
• Increased highway patrolling and road-
blocks, and
• Flagging of vehicles to enhance disposal 
of cases.
With reference to vehicle flagging, since the
initiative’s commencement in March 2010,
24,445 cases have been flagged, out of which
7,368 were resolved through the payment of fines,
while 19,177 are still pending. This positive
development has greatly improved the disposal
rate of traffic cases. In the long-term, road traffic
violations should further reduce as motorists
realise that they cannot avoid the penalties asso-
ciated with their actions.
Since last July, the police have deployed nine
so-called “booze buses” for on-the-spot assess-
ment of drunkenness. Six were financed through
the alcohol levy, while three were donated by the
Motor Vehicle Accident Fund. The utilization of
retained traffic fines for enhanced policing is also
bearing fruit. Already, thirty motor vehicles have
been procured for use in law enforcement, whilst
P7.8 million has been availed for the procurement
and servicing of traffic control equipment, such
as speed and breath-alcohol measuring instru-
ments. There are still too many instances of bad
and inconsiderate driving on the roads. More
steps will be put in place to curb such behaviour.
The merger of the Botswana Police Service
and Local Police is complete. Almost all former
members of the Local Police have been absorbed
into the Police Service. A total of 168 police posts
and 215 satellite stations have also been added to
the police estate. Whilst the merger has had its
challenges, it has also brought about significant
advantages in terms of visibility and police out-
reach to the remotest areas of the country. 
Illegal immigration remains a challenge. From
January to June 2011, more than 21,000 illegal
immigrants were repatriated. In support of law
enforcement, concerned ministries are continuing
their business-monitoring inspections to root out
illegal workers. Strict measures will be taken
against those who are found violating the law. 
The challenge of illegal immigration shows
that fighting crime requires collective regional
and international efforts as well as our own. 
In this context, we continue to hold meetings
with our neighbours on ways to cooperate in
fighting crime. 
DEFENCE
Our Defence Force (BDF) continues to uphold
its mission of defending Botswana’s borders,
while assisting civil authorities in disaster relief
and crime prevention by engaging in joint opera-
tions with the Police Service in fighting crime,
and other helping ministries in disaster manage-
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ment, including the control of animal diseases
and the undertaking of anti-poaching operations.
The BDF also continues to undertake in bilateral
and multilateral engagements to foster peace and
stability in the region and beyond, cooperating
with international partners through joint military
training and exchanges.
PR ISONS  AND  REHAB IL I TAT ION
The Botswana Prison Service has achieved
progress in the rehabilitation of prisoners to
facilitate their effective reintegration into society.
A major challenge is overcrowding in prisons.
Whereas the overall capacity is about 4,200, the
daily average is 5,000 inmates. Several initiatives
are being implemented in this regard, which
include a computerised prisoner management
system aimed at facilitating prisoner-focused
rehabilitation programmes that focus on psychoso-
cial needs, while profiling those with high risks 
of reoffending.
Another initiative for the reintegration of 
ex-prisoners is the establishment of a revolving
Kick Start Fund, which will assist them after
release in utilising skills and trades they acquired
during rehabilitation to set up their own small
enterprises. The fund is to be financed using the
proceeds of prison industries. Our rehabilitation
efforts are in line with our ongoing policy of
remission or reduction of sentences for some
inmates who have paid their debt to society. So
far 2,800 prisoners have received such remission,
of which 1,585 have been released, while 1,215
are still in custody undergoing rehabilitation. 
Besides being vital to our quality of life, the
importance of upholding the rule of law and
national security as an enabler of economic
growth and sustainable development cannot be
overemphasised. We all have a stake in not allow-
ing politics to interfere with our support for the
combined efforts of our law enforcement agencies. 
ECONOMY
Madam Speaker, I can report that we are recover-
ing from the worst effects of the recent global
economic downturn. According to the latest 
statistics, from September 2011, real GDP
increased by 12.4 percent in the second quarter
of 2011, compared with 2010, when growth dur-
ing the quarter was 7.2 percent. Further progress
is dependent on both local and international
developments. Although the prospects for contin-
ued growth are improving, I must here caution
that the level and quality of such growth will
inevitably be affected by global market conditions,
which remain uncertain with some leading
economies now threatened by a return to reces-
sion. We are, moreover, not yet free of the full
effects of the recession, as we still have a lot to do
to return to pre-recession levels. Should growth
in the developed industrial countries continue to
stall, the gains we have so far achieved are likely
to be reversed.   
The largest contributor to our own turn-
around has been recovery in the mining sector,
especially in the global demand for diamonds,
which registered a positive growth of 23.7 percent
in the second quarter of 2011. The non-mining
sector also grew by a respectable 7.4 percent dur-
ing the same period. Sub-sectors contributing to
this positive trend notably included agriculture
(15.7 percent), construction and trade (15.4 
percent), and hotels and restaurants (9 percent). 
The economic outlook for 2011 is positive,
with growth forecast at 5.7 percent in 2011 and
7.1 percent in 2012. Our projections of contin-
ued recovery are, moreover, supported by the
analysis of independent economists and financial
institutions. The latest IMF World Economic
Outlook Report anticipates healthy growth over
the next two years, while Moody’s and Standard
& Poor’s have maintained our country’s invest-
ment grade ratings in the “A” categories. 
The textile industry, which currently employs
a sizable number of Batswana, was severely hit by
the economic recession. In response, the Special
Support Programme to the Textile and Clothing
Industry was put in place. As of August 2011,
4,286 citizen employee jobs and 153 companies
across the country were saved by the programme
through subsidies amounting to P22.6 million.
Beneficiary companies include twelve large-scale,
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fourteen medium-scale, seventy-three small-scale,
and fifty-four micro-enterprises. The programme
ends in December 2011.
DEF IC I T  REDUCT ION
That we have so far weathered the global eco-
nomic downturn better than many economies
was not an accident. It was rather an outcome of
our commitment to do what is prudent, rather
than what might be immediately appealing but
otherwise unsustainable. In this respect, we
remain determined to achieve a balanced budget
in the coming year.
Our budget deficit for the 2010-2011 was
P8.5 billion, while we project a deficit of P6.9
billion for the current financial year. Government
revenues and grants increased by 6.5 percent
from P30 billion in the 2009-2010 financial year
to P32 billion in 2010-2011, and are expected to
increase further to P35 billion in 2011-2012.
This is still below Government’s total expendi-
tures, which stood at P40.5 billion in 2010-2011,
and is expected to increase to P41.3 billion in
2011-2012. It should be noted that 28 percent 
of 2010-2011 expenditures paid for the salaries
and benefits of civil servants.
To make Botswana’s taxation system simpler
and more efficient as well as investment friendly,
Government reviewed both the Income Tax Act
and Value Added Tax. The resulting amendments
became operational in July 2011, allowing for
increased efficiency in tax collection as well as an
expanded tax base, all of which are necessary to
augment our limited revenues. 
With our economy now in modest recovery,
some may want to simply wish the deficit away,
rather than allowing it to be reduced through
spending restraint as was planned and subse-
quently approved by Parliament. In the long
term no one can survive, much less prosper, by
spending more than they earn. Past saving will
only take us so far. While our foreign exchange
reserves improved during the first half of this
year, standing at P58 billion as of July 2011, up
from P50.9 in December 2010, the portion that
actually belongs to Government, the
Government Investment Account, remains below
its pre-recession level. But here too there has been
improvement. In December 2010, government
reserves stood at P13.5 billion. As of July 2011,
they had risen to P22 billion.
INFLAT ION
The average inflation rate was 6.9 percent in
2010, down from 8.2 percent for 2009. Unfortu-
nately, during the first half of 2011 inflation rose
to 2009 levels. We are both aware and concerned
about the erosion of employees’ take-home pay
through inflation. Unfortunately, during hard
times, nations, like families, must make uncom-
fortable choices about their priorities. It was this
unavoidable fact, rather than any lack of sympathy
on our part, which recently brought the govern-
ment into conflict with some of its employees.
Besides being a direct burden on individuals,
continued higher inflation may also jeopardise the
recent reductions in the bank and prime lending
rates to 9.5 percent and 11 percent, respectively. 
LABOUR  AND  EMPLOYMENT
Madam Speaker, what began last April as a legal
strike of limited duration degenerated into a long
and at times lawless ordeal, which tested the
patience and goodwill of all Batswana. I wish to
take this opportunity to once more thank the
majority of workers who remained at their posts
for their patriotic dedication to duty in keeping
public services running under trying circum-
stances. As a nation, we cherish the spirit of 
Botho and Ipelegeng. I take this opportunity to 
further express my sincere gratitude to all those
Batswana who volunteered their services to
schools and hospitals during the time of the
industrial action. This was a vital initiative and
patriotic response that helped maintain service
delivery in those sectors. I also wish to acknowl-
edge some of our youth who have continued to
assist with tutorials and counseling in our
schools. This demonstrates that patriotism is the
quality that serves us in adversity as well as unites
us in our diversity.
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We do recognize the fact that strikes can
occur. This is why we have laws in place for their
proper management. What became unacceptable
was when some decided to forgo these safeguards,
resulting in instances of a breakdown in the rule
of law, such as in ignoring court orders and van-
dalising property. Here let me acknowledge that
the majority of those who went on strike did stay
within the law, which is also to be commended.
For its part, Government accepts that it has a
responsibility to uphold the labour laws without
fear or favour.
Let me take this opportunity to also reaffirm
that Government, as an employer, is committed
to working in partnership with the unions in the
context of the Public Service and Trade Disputes
Acts. But, as I also have previously warned, for
such a partnership to succeed we should focus on
the common interests of workers, while avoiding
extraneous political agendas and influence.
In line with our National Development Plan
(NDP 10), Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) Long-term Vision, and the Botswana
Excellence Strategy, which is our framework for
diversified growth, as well as the continuing need
to nurture our recovery, we are committed to: 
• Growing the economy and expanding job
opportunities,
• Maintaining infrastructure along with basic
services in such areas as education and
health, as well as our costly social supports
for both ordinary citizens and those with
special needs, while
• Achieving the goal of eradicating abject
poverty through sustainable enterprise.
We have also been proactive in softening the
economic burden of citizens through our subsi-
dies of such basic necessities as fuel, water, and
power. Their consumer prices would otherwise
be much higher. 
In coping with the effects of the recession we,
unfortunately, had no choice but to defer many
worthy projects. We are now in the third year of
NDP 10 implementation. Much of the Plan’s
budget has been taken up by water, power, and
road projects, as well as maintenance of existing
infrastructure. In the context of deficit reduction,
there is need to reprioritise spending as we
approach the NDP 10 Mid-term Review, which
will begin in March 2012, with its findings to be
submitted to Parliament in December 2012.
ECONOMIC  D IVERS IF ICAT ION  DR IVE
Madam Speaker, Government has an ambitious
programme to diversify the economy. The Eco-
nomic Diversification Drive (EDD) is anchored
on the twin pillars of reduction of the import bill
and promotion of local production through local
consumption. The purchases are showing that we
are on the right track, with the value of EDD
purchases increasing. A strategy for EDD is
being implemented, which incorporates specific
milestones. To ensure stakeholder buy-in, exten-
sive consultations have taken place in Councils,
Dikgotla, business forums, and other gatherings. 
A total of 2,001 enterprises have already been
registered with the Botswana Confederation of
Commerce, Industry and Manpower (BOCCIM)
as of August 2011. Of these, 232 enterprises have
so far been issued with EDD certificates. In addi-
tion, a priority list of EDD sectors and sub-sectors
along with a National Suppliers Directory and
guidelines for certifying agricultural producers
have been prepared. Sector and sub-sector specific
strategies are also being developed. 
Local procurement under EDD dovetails 
with our other established citizen empowerment
initiatives, such as the Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA), whose loan, equity,
and credit guarantee schemes have since my last
address assisted 424 new projects valued at P331
million, while creating 1,247 new jobs. Overall,
the CEDA since its inception has assisted 4,759
projects valued at over P2.5 billion, while creating
30,000 jobs.
INVESTMENT  PROMOT ION
Given the need to diversify our economy, invest-
ment promotion remains a key priority. In August
of this year, Parliament approved the Special
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Economic Zones Policy, which provides for the
creation of investor-friendly business enclaves,
which will serve as magnets for attracting domestic
and foreign investment, thus also becoming cata-
lysts for employment. Government is now com-
mitted, as a matter of urgency, to the realisation
of these Special Economic Zones on the ground.
The cabinet has also formed a committee to
oversee further reforms necessary to improve the
ease of doing business in Botswana. To further
facilitate business development, in the context of
the Botswana Excellence Strategy, Government is
already committed to reducing bottlenecks that
inhibit private sector growth, such as obtaining
land, licenses, and permits, including residence
permits, that frustrate value-added job creation
and skills transfer. 
The ongoing merger of the International
Financial Services Centre (IFSC) with the
Botswana Export Development and Investment
Authority (BEDIA) into a unified investment
promotion authority should be finalised in 2012.
The IFSC has certified thirty-five financial insti-
tutions to conduct business in our country. The
aggregated capital of these IFSC companies is now
P8 billion, a considerable achievement by any
measure. Their total combined capital investment,
moreover, stood at P827 million as of the end of
the second quarter of 2011-2012, with the associ-
ated employment of 1,794. The bulk of investment
generated came from new investments with a total
value of P660 million that generated employment
for 1,157 Batswana. BEDIA-assisted companies
further exported P381 million worth of goods.
In an endeavour to further enhance the 
business climate, Parliament approved the
Competition Act to prohibit anti-competitive
practices. The Competition Authority has since
been established and the executive secretary
assumed office in April 2011. Implementation
regulations were published in October 2011,
making the Authority fully operational. 
LOCAL  DEVELOPMENT
Madam Speaker, whether we speak of eco-
nomic empowerment or improved service delivery,
achieving good governance at the national level 
is dependent on the effectiveness of our local
authorities. It is for this reason that last year we
launched our “Taking Cabinet to the Councils”
initiative that has facilitated the exchange of ideas
between the national executive and local authori-
ties. We recognise that the local authorities play 
a critical role in enhancing our democracy by,
among other things, ensuring that our policies
and programmes match local capacities and
expectations. So far we have convened eight such
meetings. They are scheduled to continue in the
coming months, so that the cabinet ultimately
has the opportunity to interact with all of the
nation’s local authorities. 
As the executive, we are committed to bring-
ing services closer to citizens by strengthening
the capacity of local government structures. This
is reflected in the phased, cost-effective creation of
additional sub-districts, consistent with our wider
commitment to decentralisation. We have also
adopted a Local Economic Development Policy
to promote partnerships between authorities,
businesses, and local communities.
Traditional Leadership, Bogosi, continues to
play a pivotal role in nation-building and cultural
preservation, as well the as delivery of justice
through customary courts. Government is com-
mitted to strengthening the role of Bogosi within
local governance structures, while recognising
that traditional leadership, like other institutions,
will need to adapt to the changing social environ-
ment. In partnership with traditional leaders, the
government has convened “Dipitso tsa Bogosi” to
bring traditional leaders together in addressing
concerns about the erosion of societal values as
evidenced by forms of misbehaviour that should be
alien to our society. Consultations on the review
of the Customary Courts Act are complete, and
the findings will be presented to Parliament.
Inasmuch as we recognise and value Bogosi as 
a cornerstone of our Republic, I feel compelled
to stress that appeals to tradition at the local level
must never be at the expense of our national unity
and progress. When celebrating our diversity and
mobilising initiatives at community level, we
should remember that as Batswana we have but
48
psi88771_text_BU_SOA_txt  1/31/12  1:24 PM  Page 48
one country, one citizenship, which should always
come first. While we can be united in our diver-
sity, we cannot be divided in our civic and legal
obligations as citizens of a democratic republic.
As citizens and as patriots, our loyalty to the
nation should thus take precedence over ties of
ethnicity, tribe, or locality.
Let us also celebrate the fact that over the
past five decades we have made common progress
by our coming together to embrace a democratic
culture based on the collective rights and respon-
sibilities of all of our citizens. I have already 
spoken at some length about the need for all of us
to continue to make national progress by uphold-
ing the rule of law. There cannot be one set of
laws for some and not for others. Our rights and
responsibilities to one another are indivisible.
SOC IAL  SAFETY  NET
A country cannot be said to have truly achieved
prosperity when a portion of its citizens remain
in poverty. As part of our commitment to ensure
the welfare and dignity of all Batswana, Govern-
ment will continue to provide social protection
programmes for different categories of vulnerable
people. To this end, Government has developed 
a Social Development Policy Framework to
empower individuals and communities. A Local
Government Pitso was convened in August 2011
to launch the framework under the theme
Rebuilding Resilient Communities.
Government continues to provide social pro-
tection to our senior citizens through the Old
Age Pension and World War Veterans’ Schemes.
A total of 92,916 Pensioners and 2,809 World
War II Veterans or their surviving spouses and
minor children receive monthly allowances. This
financial year, P287 million has been allocated for
these payments, which, since April 2011, have
been outsourced to Botswana Post. 
While supporting those in need, it is our
vision to graduate the destitute out of poverty.
We are implementing the poverty eradication
programme in all constituencies; having so far
trained 5,631 beneficiaries in twenty-four con-
stituencies for the backyard garden project, while
rolling out the programme in the remaining thir-
ty-three constituencies. Overall, approximately
11,400 households or more than 68,000 people
throughout Botswana are eligible to benefit from
the programme by the end of this financial year.
Let me here stress that our poverty eradication
road map has never been confined to the back-
yard garden initiative. There are up to eighteen
alternative packages. Potential beneficiaries must
choose the package that best suits them, with
each individual entitled to only one choice. While
we acknowledge challenges of water scarcity and
cost, everything is being done to overcome such
bottlenecks. To cater for the anticipated windfall
of output in produce, products, and services,
Government is working to promote local markets
and market days to support processing as well 
as direct marketing. Those who have attended
market days around the country can testify to 
the quality, quantity, and attractiveness of our
local products.
To ensure sustainability as part of the Poverty
Eradication Program, the government is develop-
ing a robust monitoring and evaluation system.
The poverty eradication programme is grounded
in international experience as well as local com-
mitment to increase the potential for the hitherto
poor to increase individual household incomes,
while making a net contribution to national wealth
creation. We shall increase linkages between pro-
duce, products, services, and their procurement,
and leverage on Botswana’s purchasing power.
I PE LEGENG
Government has provided funds amounting to
P330 million for the Ipelegeng Programme, 
which continues to provide temporary work for
the unemployed, while contributing to infrastruc-
ture maintenance, environmental cleanliness,
crime-fighting, and job security. Since April
2011, the programme has engaged a total of
141,799 beneficiaries. This includes 30,897
youth. The wage rate has been increased for
labourers and supervisors for a six-hour working
day for twenty days in a month, while the monthly
employment target was increased to 50,000
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people. Due to the nature of the work, which takes
labourers distances from their homes, we shall
from next year be providing on-the-job sustenance.  
AFF IRMAT IVE  ACT ION
Our commitment to citizen-based empowerment
is further evidenced by additional programmes
and initiatives, including affirmative action in the
vocational empowerment of people with disabili-
ties, which will include ensuring that:
• A Monitoring and Evaluation System for
improved teaching and learning outcomes
for people with disabilities is in place;
• The Standardised Early Life Skills
Programme and Vocational Orientation at
Primary School are provided to learners
with Intellectual Impairment;
• People with disabilities, who successfully
complete their studies at recognised tertiary
institutions, are assisted to seek employment,
depending on availability of vacancies; and
• Special funding mechanisms and social safety
nets targeting people with disabilities are
introduced through CEDA and other
Government agencies to promote self-
employment and entrepreneurship among
this group of Batswana.
The revised Remote Area Development
Programme (RADP) also provides for affirmative
action in empowering remote area communities,
which have lagged behind the rest of the country
in terms of their development and poverty levels.
Residents of these communities are being given
special consideration in such areas as sponsorship
for tertiary education and vocational recruitment.
Last month, a RADP Pitso was held in Ghanzi to
afford remote area dwellers, as well as other stake-
holders, an opportunity to provide their own input
as to how we can further refine and extend our
interventions, recognising that too many of our
past interventions have been cascaded downwards
rather than developed at the grassroots level for the
communities’ benefit. Specific recommendations
arising from the Pitso, which we support, include:
• Adoption of a multi-sector approach for the
effective implementation of the Remote
Area Development Programme and
Affirmative Action Plan,
• Establishment of a development backlog
eradication programme aimed at addressing
underdevelopment in remote area settlements,
• Special dispensation for allocation of land
for RAD communities by various land
boards, and
• Greater innovation by local authorities in
sourcing funds for RAD development. 
Given the higher rate of poverty among
women, Government continues to provide 
economic empowerment support through the
disbursement of grants to women to start income-
generating projects. Additional funding will be
drawn from the alcohol levy to assist more
women to become involved in such projects.
YOUTH  EMPOWERMENT
Madam Speaker, Government has no greater pri-
ority than empowering our future by empowering
the youth. To achieve this, we have developed a
comprehensive framework of assistance. The
Action Plan for the National Youth Policy
approved by Parliament earlier this year is being
implemented. We are also implementing recom-
mendations made at the 2010 Youth Pitso, while
examining additional proposals arising from last
month’s follow-up Pitso. Within this framework,
youth continue to benefit from such initiatives as
the Youth Development Fund, Youth Exchange,
and skills development programmes as well as
additional sector-specific interventions. 
Through contributions from the alcohol levy,
the Youth Development Fund has been doubled
from P60 million last year to P120 million this
year, giving more young people the opportunity
of realizing their entrepreneurial potential. To
date, assistance for a total of 1,838 businesses
have been approved at a cost of some P147 mil-
lion, resulting in the creation of just over 4,500
jobs. In addition, 475 Youth Development Fund
beneficiaries have undergone mentoring and
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business skills training this year. To enhance our
efforts, project monitoring, now at the district
level, is being strengthened.  
Access to arable land and industrial facilities
has been identified as a major challenge for youth
projects. Government has intervened to address
this challenge to accelerate project uptake. For
instance, a 63-hectare farm has been acquired at
Mmankgodi for an integrated agricultural busi-
ness to benefit a considerable number of young
people. In Moiyabana, a 46-hectare farm has
been secured and is earmarked to accommodate
eighty-three young people.
In addition, Government supports emerging
youth industries through the refurbishment of
unused buildings. To this end, a total of ten sites
have been upgraded at a cost of P14.4 million.
Communities have also availed boreholes, unuti-
lized structures, community halls, and schools for
use by the youth. To promote good social values
and influence good behaviour, such initiatives 
as role-modeling, life-skills training and peer
education, along with HIV/AIDS testing and
counseling, continue to be promoted. These 
programmes have reached over 61,000 young
people across the country. 
Government is also empowering youth in the
construction industry through the establishment
of databases of youth with relevant vocational
skills, categorized by district and villages, as well
as for youth-owned companies. These databases
are shared with ministries, parastatals, and non-
governmental organizations. Since the programme
started, maintenance tenders worth P30.3 million
have been awarded countrywide to about sixty-
four youth contractors from the corporate data-
base. For the financial year 2011-2012, 15 percent
of the maintenance budget has been reserved for
youth individuals and companies. 
The National Internship Programme aims at
equipping university graduates with the skills and
knowledge to prepare them for the job market.
As of July 2011, 4,500 interns have been placed
in institutions, with just over 3,000 currently
enrolled in the programme, while 1,227 have
been absorbed into permanent employment.
Although the majority of interns are in the Public
Service, efforts are ongoing to have greater 
numbers absorbed into private and parastatal
organisations. We are going to put in place ways
to revise the programme. In the meantime, the
following steps are now being undertaken:
• Increased recruitment and re-tooling in
technical and vocational education and
training,
• Strategic attachments in major public 
projects, and
• More focused training, including life-skills
training and, in exceptional cases, graduate
programmes, to better match skills with
market needs.
MINING
Madam Speaker, the mineral sector’s perform-
ance continued to improve during the past year
as evidenced by increased sales and rising com-
modity prices. Demand from Asian markets has
been a principal contributor to this trend, which
is encouraging for the prospects of our newly-
licensed and emerging mineral projects. We 
now anticipate growth and diversification in the
mineral sector to play a critical role in driving
our economy forward.
Employment in the mining industry has
remained relatively stable, with parastatals stand-
ing at 18,451 as of June 2011; while downstream
diamond industry employment has so far increased
by about 8 percent to 3,250 this year. In addition,
the Jwaneng Cut 8 project is currently providing
temporary employment for 2,400 people, of
whom 84 percent are citizens. 
Our success in developing, diversifying, and
maximising the benefits we receive from our
minerals has been rooted in the principle that the
natural resources of our country, irrespective of
where they are located, must be used equitably
for the benefit of all citizens. This is why ultimate
ownership of our mineral wealth is entrusted to
the state, notwithstanding who may claim the
land on which it is found. As a result all of our
citizens, whatever their regional affiliation, have a
collective stake and enjoy common benefits,
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rather than just those few who by chance find
themselves sitting on nature’s gifts.  At the same
time, it is this policy of collective resource own-
ership that has empowered government, acting 
as a trustee, to secure favourable mining and
marketing agreements, such as the latest sales
agreement with De Beers.
The new sales agreement signed between
Government and De Beers, which has not been
affected by the recent announcement of a change
in the company’s shareholding, is a breakthrough
in our efforts to ensure that we fully achieve our
vision, through the Diamond Hub, of becoming
a global centre for downstream diamond indus-
tries as well as production, aggregation, and sales.
Under the agreement, De Beers is to move all its
sorting and trading of gems to Gaborone by the
end of 2013. Also under the agreement, we shall
directly sell 10 percent, thereafter rising to high-
er percentages, of our local production. De Beers
will also significantly increase the value of the
diamonds it makes available to manufacturing
companies in Botswana, while further agreeing to
finance the Jwaneng Cut 8 Project.
In addition to diamond beneficiation, the
agreement can be a driver of growth in other
areas of our economy, such as financial and other
service industries, but only if we as Batswana are
willing to fully embrace the new opportunities
through private sector initiatives coupled with
greater productivity. In this respect, we are only
restricted by our own limitations.
Even before the agreement, trends in our
domestic diamond industry were encouraging. 
As of June 2011, DTC Botswana had sold $377
million to local sight-holders, as compared to
$277 million at the same period in 2010.
Increased demand has resulted in higher profits
on the sale of our diamonds, which this year
earned P14.45 billion against an anticipated
P9.79 billion. The downstream diamond industry
continues to evolve. This year, two of the sixteen
cutting and polishing factories commenced 
manufacturing diamond jewellery for export.
Since November 2010, Firestone Diamonds
has begun marketing their diamonds locally. 
The Lerala mine, which was saved through
Government assistance, along with the Boteti and
Gope mines, will also contribute to the local
market over the next two years. Together they
are expected to produce an additional 900,000
carats per annum.
In an effort to enhance the national diversifi-
cation efforts, the Ministry of Minerals, Energy,
and Water Resources is also in the process of
reviewing the Mines and Minerals Act to better
cater to the development of coal bed methane as
well as additional legislation to facilitate the
development of a downstream gas industry. 
As diamonds are a finite resource, we have to
turn to other minerals, especially coal. The coun-
try has an estimated 200 billion tonnes of coal,
which can be used to meet local energy needs as
well as exported. Given emerging global demand,
particularly for the growing economies of Asia,
coal will remain a key fuel for power generation,
but with a clear understanding that issues of
greenhouse gas emissions will have to be mitigated
through the use of clean coal technologies. To
meet the demand for coal will further entail 
the development of railway infrastructure. 
This gives urgency to the Trans-Kalahari and
Botswana to Mozambique via Zimbabwe railway
projects. We aim to start exporting coal in the
next twelve months.
Besides the new and expanded diamond and
coal mining, we continue to be encouraged by
the progress being made with respect to other
minerals, such as base and rare metals, soda ash,
and salt. 
ENERGY
Madam Speaker, while the energy sector has been
facing great challenges in meeting the demand for
reliable energy services, with the commissioning
of the 600MW Morupule B Power in 2012, we
should return to normal. Here, I wish to pay trib-
ute to Batswana for their understanding during
the difficult period we have gone through. Without
your cooperation in implementing energy-saving
measures, the situation would have been worse. 
Progress on the construction of the 600MW
Morupule B Power Station, together with the
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associated transmission and water infrastructure
development remains on target to meet the
scheduled commissioning by end of 2012.
Completion of the project will increase the
installed domestic electricity generation capacity
from the current level of 280MW to 810MW at
the end of 2012. Additional investment will be
required to restore the existing Morupule Power
Station to a dependable capacity of 100MW. 
This will allow national consumption to be met
until 2015-2016, when new generating capacity
will be required.
We continue to face challenges in the petrole-
um sector due to our dependency on a single
route of fuel supply. We are therefore developing
alternative supply routes through Mozambique,
Namibia, and Zimbabwe to supplement our tra-
ditional supply route through South Africa. In
order to further improve the country’s security 
of supply for fuel, Government is establishing a
national oil company whose mandate will be to
ensure availability of petroleum products in the
country. Meanwhile, expansion of our strategic
depot at Tshele continues to progress. 
As of May 2011, national access to electricity
stood at 63 percent. To increase this figure, the
National Electricity Standard Connection Cost
of P5,000 for new households was introduced 
late last year and has already benefitted over
11,000 customers. This has been made possible
by the National Electrification Fund, into which
all electricity users contribute five thebe per 
kilowatt-hour on their monthly bills. By August
2011, the fund had accumulated a total of more
than P202 million.
The development of the renewable energy
sub-sector is also progressing. With Japanese
assistance, work has now started on a 1.3MW
photovoltaic power station pilot project in
Phakalane that is scheduled for completion in
2013. Government is also undertaking a feasibility
study for the development of a 200MW
Concentrated Solar thermal power station.
Progress also continues to be made by BPC
Lesedi (Pty) Ltd, a subsidiary company of the
Botswana Power Corporation, in promoting such
off-grid energy solutions as solar home systems,
efficient wood stoves, heat retention bags, and
rechargeable lanterns through its network of
small-, medium-, and micro-sized enterprise
(SMME) franchisees. 
Our conservation efforts are being augmented
by the Hot Water Load Control project, which
entails the remote management of customer 
geysers at times when there are electricity supply
constraints. Some 54,000 of the targeted 80,000
households in Gaborone, Francistown, Lobatse,
Selebi-Phikwe, and Jwaneng have so far been 
fitted with the necessary equipment, realising
reduction of approximately 10MW in the national
peak power demand.
To further address national power supply
shortages, an emergency solution comprising a
total of 160MW of diesel-based emergency gen-
eration facilities has now been fully implemented.
The 70MW diesel-based rental facility near
Matsiloje was put into operation in January 2010
and continues to perform successfully to alleviate
shortfalls in electricity supply and reducing the
frequency and extent of supply interruptions. The
other project, comprising 90MW of dual fuel
(diesel and gas) generation in Orapa commenced
operation in August 2011.
WATER
Madam Speaker, both current and projected
water scarcity is a major challenge. The water
sector therefore strives to efficiently develop and
protect our limited water resources. As part of
this effort, the Water Sector Reform programme
is progressing according to schedule. At the end
of September, a total of 318 out of 540 water
supply villages have been taken over by Water
Utilities Corporation (WUC), along with a total
of 1,453 employees from the Department of
Water Affairs and Local Authorities. All the
remaining water supply villages will be taken over
by April 2012 save for the Maun Management
Area, which is scheduled for April 2013. 
The take-over by the WUC from the
Department of Water Affairs and Local
Authorities has had teething challenges, which
are being addressed through the rehabilitation
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and expansion of distribution networks for major
villages. This has resulted in the provision of
emergency water projects in sixteen villages at a
cost of P362 million. Out of 373 villages taken-
over, 140 villages are now under a billing system
whereby clients are able to pay their bills at any
WUC office. Since the beginning of the take-
over in May 2009, some 18,914 private water
connections have also been made. The target for
clearing the backlog is April 2012.
Government is also implementing a number
of major infrastructure projects in order to meet
increasing water demand. Construction of the
three dams—Dikgatlhong, Lotsane, and Thune
—is on schedule with the completion date for
both Dikgatlhong and Lotsane dams expected 
to be in February and March 2012, respectively.
Thune will be completed in 2013. The dams will
also support economic diversification by providing
water for irrigated agriculture.
Water will be conveyed from the dams in the
eastern part of the country through the envisaged
North-South Carrier 2 pipeline during NDP 10.
The pipeline will be constructed only to Palapye.
The remainder of the length to Mmamashia
treatment works will be looked at during the
NDP 10 mid-term review. As part of the project,
Government will also upgrade the existing North-
South Carrier pipeline to increase its capacity. 
The contract for connecting the Molepolole,
Thamaga, Moshupa, Kanye, and Goodhope 
villages to the North-South carrier was awarded
in December 2010 for the design audit, redesign,
and tender management for construction of the
pipeline. Construction is scheduled to commence
during the 2012-2013 financial year. The con-
struction of Goodhope Village Water Supply is
expected to be complete by December 2012. In
order to further address the water shortage in
areas where surface water is not readily available,
the government continues to develop additional
groundwater resources. 
A reclamation project for Gaborone waste-
water is ongoing with a pilot treatment plant set
to begin operations this month. Government is
also promoting water conservation with various
stakeholders through integrated management of
water resources. Innovations have been demon-
strated in such areas of grey water recycling,
effluent utilization, and rainwater harvesting. 
AGR ICULTURE
Madam Speaker, though I am pleased to announce
continued growth in many agricultural subsectors,
more can be done towards fully realising our 
productive potential. 
Commercial development of the livestock
sub-sector is hampered by animal diseases. Early
this year, the country experienced an outbreak of
foot and mouth disease (FMD) in the Northeast
and Bobirwa. All veterinary disease control zones
recognized by the World Organization for Animal
Health (OIE) as FMD-free without vaccination,
commonly known as green zones, lost their status,
and our beef could not access international
export markets.
Government adopted an FMD eradication
strategy that established a containment zone, 
vaccination, and subsequent stamping out of all
cattle in the containment zone. OIE approved
our application for the establishment of a con-
tainment zone, thus reinstating all our traditional
green zones as FMD free without vaccination. Our
veterinary movement protocol has been revised
to facilitate movement of animals and animal
products, allowing the Francistown Botswana
Meat Commission (BMC) abattoir to reopen. 
We have signed an MoU with Zimbabwe on
joint FMD control that has involved a commit-
ment on the part of Zimbabwe to vaccinate 
cattle within 40 km along our shared border.
Government has also been able to sell more than
50 percent of the cattle from the infected zone
for slaughter in Zimbabwe. Only animals that are
not suitable for slaughter are being destroyed. In
the Bobirwa area, the disease is being controlled
through a new purified vaccine. 
Another serious setback was the suspension
from the EU beef market following an inspection
of our veterinary services and BMC slaughter
facilities. We quickly agreed with the EU on an
action plan and continue to explore alternative
markets for our beef. In addition to sales to
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Zimbabwe, we recently secured access to the
Angolan market for live cattle and beef. 
Madam Speaker, small stock population has
increased to 1.8 million over the past year from
around 1.6 million, an increase that can be par-
tially attributed to the Livestock Management
and Infrastructure Development (LIMID) pro-
gramme. We still face challenges relating to short-
ages of supplies and inflated prices for small stock.
Still, in the livestock sub-sector, the govern-
ment released a Botswana-made beef breed,
named “MUSI,” in September 2011. This is a
composite beef breed that has been developed 
for local conditions.  
As a way of addressing the concerns of poor
supplies at the Livestock Advisory Centres,
Government has taken a decision to operate the
centres through a revolving fund, which has
already proven to be effective for stocking the
centres. Information on the sector programmes
continues to be disseminated through the media.
In addition, field days were organized in various
districts during the year in order to impart
knowledge to farmers. 
ARABLE  LAND
With the support of the Integrated Support 
Programme for Arable Agricultural Development
(ISPAAD) programme, during the 2010-2011
cropping season, 118,000 farmers planted a total
of 377,000 hectares, 11 percent more than the
previous season. The target cereal production
was 72,800 metric tons, and the production is 
71 percent of the annual target. We expect the
ISPAAD horticulture component to contribute 
to meeting the national vegetable demand. 
There has been further success in increasing
the land for commercial arable agriculture. 
The government-owned Sedibeng Farm (3,797
hectares) has now been allocated to commercial
farmers, while the modalities of allocating the
Musi Farm (5,580 hectares) for commercial 
production are being finalised with Ngwaketse
Land Board. An additional 16,625 hectares of
commercial arable land has been allocated in
Pandamatenga.
Government is assisting farmers with cluster
fencing in arable farmlands to protect their fields
from being destroyed by cattle and wildlife.
Commercialization of the dairy industry, small
stock, and honey, as well as the irrigated and
rain-fed arable production, are being further 
promoted through the National Master Plan 
for Arable Agricultural and Dairy Development
(NAMPAADD) programme.
Government, in consultation with concerned
stakeholders, has started the review of the
National Agriculture Policy, which dates back to
1991. The revised policy will look at the entire
value chain of products in the sector. Government
is creating more responsive extension systems,
including district-focused structures where staff
with expertise in particular environments will be
moved to relevant districts. 
TOUR ISM
Our efforts to expand our tourism industry are
progressing, as was reflected in last year’s record
2.1 million international tourists, who are esti-
mated to have spent P4.7 billion. We also had 1.2
million domestic tourists, who generated nearly 
1 billion in additional revenue. To grow these 
figures further, we are making a proactive effort
to broaden our tourism base. Out of the targeted
100 heritage sites, developments at eighty-two
sites have been completed. These include access
roads, trails, and signage. 
New tourism opportunities are being sought
through the development of dams, educational
parks, and game reserves. Work to list Okavango
Delta as the second World Heritage Site in
Botswana is expected to be completed by 2012.
With support from external partners such 
as the World Bank, Government continues to
identify innovative measures to mitigate human-
wildlife conflict. An example is the positive
response by local farmers to the promotion of
chilli peppers and beekeeping as a deterrent for
elephants, as well as being a cash crop. Such tra-
ditional practices as kraaling, herding with dogs,
and restraining fences are also being revived and
strengthened.
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I am pleased to report further progress
regarding the development of Trans-frontier
Conservation Areas:
• Amendment to the Bilateral Agreement of
the Kgalagadi Trans-Frontier Park between
Botswana and South Africa was signed late
last year, which provides governance struc-
tures for the joint management.
• A treaty governing the Kavango Zambezi
Trans-Frontier Conservation Area with
Angola, Namibia, Zambia, and Zimbabwe
was signed, and its secretariat office at
Kasane launched in August 2011.
• Consultations for a final treaty for the
Greater Mapungubwe Trans-Frontier
Conservation Area between South Africa,
Zimbabwe, and us remain ongoing. 
A Framework Management Plan for the
Makgadikgadi was launched in June 2011 that
incorporates recommendations for wise use of
the Pans. All areas of possible use are included,
among them eco-tourism and the sustainable use
of natural resources.
ENV IRONMENTAL  PROTECT ION
Following approval of the review of Environmental
Impact Assessment Act, regulations to implement
it are being drafted. 
Uncontrolled wildfires continue to be a major
challenge to forest and range resources manage-
ment. With assistance from Australia, Govern-
ment continues to work with communities in
refining our wilderness fire management, resulting
in the training of 1,162 firefighters. In addition,
rural fire brigades are being established in Chobe,
Ngamiland, Central, and Ghanzi districts. An
Advance Fire Monitoring System has also been
installed at the Department of Forestry and
Range Resources.
Tree planting continues to combat land degra-
dation. Since April 2010, approximately 136,000
trees have been planted through the Accelerated
Tree Planting Programme. Government is also
currently working with the World Bank in devel-
oping a climate change policy. 
In partnership with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), we are fur-
ther developing the guidelines for waste recycling
so as to enable sustainable waste separation,
reuse, and recycling. This approach is meant to
gradually move us away from landfills to waste
resource recovery and reuse. We are making fur-
ther progress in expanding the sewer network
around the country. The Gaborone Sewerage
Reticulation project is expected to be complete
by August 2012. 
CONSTRUCT ION
For a long time our construction industry lacked
professionalism and effective regulation. This has
led to problems such as corruption, fraud, and
the premature boarding of Government buildings.
To reduce the risk of substantial variations being
introduced after a construction project has com-
menced, a Stakeholder Reference Group consist-
ing of people representing the developer and
clients has been introduced along with Design
and Quality Audit Teams for each stage of design
and construction. The Quality Audit Teams will
furthermore make unannounced inspections of
projects at various stages of their construction.
We shall continue to hold the party that caused
the defect accountable for costs to correct the
work. Poor workmanship, along with failure to
complete work on time, by both local and foreign
companies, has cost Government dearly and shall
not be tolerated.
As part of the restructuring of the Department
of Building and Engineering Services (DBES), a
claims audit team was also introduced, which
uncovered substantial amounts of money that
were falsely claimed by contractors and consult-
ants. This abuse was at a high cost to Govern-
ment; initially up to P1 million in unwarranted
amounts was uncovered every week. As a result,
there have been some payment delays, which
should abate now that the abuses have been
reduced and service providers are improving the
quality of their submissions.
To further instill professionalism and integrity
in the construction industry, we have enacted
both the Engineers’ and Architects’ Registration
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acts. Government and construction industry 
representatives are working on the establishment
of a construction industry body that will oversee
its operations and have engaged the Botswana
Institute of Development Policy Analysis (BIDPA)
to help determine the kind of oversight body that
is required to better regulate the industry.
In addition, better inspections have been
introduced to ensure that completed projects 
are up to standard before their handover. We are
further ensuring that any defects that are subse-
quently discovered during the liability period are
also corrected, with the resulting costs borne by
the responsible party. Progress in these areas has
been facilitated by the biannual convening of
Construction Industry Dipitso.
INFRASTRUCTURE  DEVELOPMENT
Since Independence, Government has adopted
five-year National Development Plans to guide
project implementation. An overview of the past
implementation of these plans has confirmed that
too many of the projects were not completed as
planned. Consequently, projects ended up being
carried over to the next planning period and
sometimes even beyond. In order to address the
above, a comprehensive review and overhaul of
planning and project delivery systems by Govern-
ment are necessary in the long-term. 
Another critical requirement is to achieve
quality and durability on all infrastructure devel-
opments. Developers and designers hence must
follow the proposed planning principles and
impose all specified quality controls for all con-
struction projects.
SC IENCE  AND  TECHNOLOGY
In today’s global market, innovation, research,
and development are key contributors to sustain-
able development. The draft policy on Research,
Science, Technology, and Innovation will convert
our presently fragmented science research activi-
ties into a more cohesive approach. Through this
policy, which will be tabled during this parlia-
mentary sitting, we are committed to building
our national capacity for coordinated scientific
innovation by establishing facilitating structures
with monitoring and support mechanisms. This
will better ensure that our research focuses on
achieving national priorities for sustained devel-
opment through diversification. Alongside the
draft Research Science Technology and Innovation
Policy is a draft Implementation Plan, which is 
a blueprint for translating the aspirations into
reality. In partnership with the private sector, it
will thus be our goal to increase our investment
in research and development from its current
estimated 0.43 percent of GDP to our NDP 10
target of 2 percent. This effort will be facilitated
by the National Innovation Capabilities Database
on Research, Science, Technology, and Innovation
Resources in Botswana, which will provide online
information about local research capacity and
infrastructure.
In order to further strengthen the National
System of Innovation, Government intends to
rationalize research institutions by merging
Botswana Technology Centre (BOTEC) and
Rural Industries Promotions Company (RIPCO).
The rationalization is expected to refocus these
institutions in a manner consistent with the
Revised Science and Technology Policy. In the
meantime, the two institutions continue to 
conduct research and development of innovative
products and services. BOTEC was this year
awarded a patent for the Kgalagadi Sand-Building
Block by the African Regional Intellectual Property
Organisation. BOTEC is building demonstration
houses in different parts of the country to show-
case the bricks’ practical application.
With support from Sweden, the Botswana
Innovation Hub is currently working on imple-
menting the Clean Tech Programme, which will
drive research and business development in the
energy and environment sector. The Hub is also
implementing an information and communications
technology (ICT) development programme. A
key component of this initiative is the establish-
ment of the Microsoft Innovation Centre during
2011. In addition, the Hub is one of the four
regional partner institutions in the Southern
Africa Innovation Support programme, funded
by Finland, to promote regional cooperation 
in innovation.
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To enhance nuclear safety and security,
portable radiation monitoring devices have been
distributed to sixteen ports of entry to curb 
inadvertent trafficking of radioactive sources and
detect any undeclared radioactive sources imported
into or exported out of the country. Efforts are in
place to monitor the ambient radioactivity from
both man-made sources and naturally-occurring
radioactive material. Environmental radiation
monitoring stations have been installed in nine
locations to detect and record any changes of
environmental radioactivity. 
MASS  MED IA ,  I CT,  AND
TELECOMMUNICAT IONS
Madam Speaker, the information functions of
Government continue to play a catalyst role in
“connecting government with every citizen
everyday” in line with a national vision of an 
educated and informed nation. The Government
remains committed to Botswana’s transformation
as a digitally-enabled information age society
through our investment in communications in
line with our implementation of the National
ICT Policy and international best practices. 
The E-Portal, which is evolving as a one-stop
shop for Government information and services, 
is being constantly revised and added to, to 
better meet the needs of its domestic and inter-
national users. The Draft National e-Government
Strategy has also been completed and shared 
with stakeholders.
Botswana, like the rest of the world, is actively
preparing for the change from analogue to digital
terrestrial television broadcasting. To this end,
the Department of Broadcasting Services has
embarked on an expansion of a terrestrial net-
work for Digital Television Transmission at a
total cost of P160 million. This project entails
the installation of thirty-eight new transmitters
around the country in order to extend both radio
and television coverage and reception. To date,
thirty-four such transmitters have been installed
in various parts of the country.
A large proportion of our citizens rely on the
government Daily News paper for their informa-
tion needs on government policies and pro-
grammes, and how they can enquire about and
access public services. I am happy to note that
the Daily News now reaches a growing number
of small villages and remote areas. Since Govern-
ment contracted the Botswana Post for the distri-
bution of the Daily News, the number of villages
receiving the government newspaper has more
than doubled from 201 in 2009 to 463 in 2011.
The rollout of telecommunications services 
to 197 non-serviced areas through the Nteletsa II
is expected to be completed in December 2011.
As I reported last year, many of the villages origi-
nally covered under Nteletsa I have experienced
network breakdowns due to both technical faults
and thefts of solar panels and other equipment.
To remedy the situation, the Botswana
Telecommunications Corporation (BTC) has
been installing alternative technologies. This
effort began in March 2011 and it is scheduled 
to be completed by the end of 2012.
As I have reported on previous occasions, 
to further ensure that Botswana has access to
affordable and efficient telecommunications,
Government has undertaken joint venture invest-
ments with other countries in the development of
undersea fibre optic cable systems and their asso-
ciated terrestrial backhaul links. This project has
two major components, namely the East Africa
Submarine Cable System (EASSy) and the West
Africa Cable System (WACS). The EASSy com-
ponent has been commissioned and has been 
carrying national traffic since December 2010,
which has already had a positive impact on the
wholesale cost of telecommunications services.
The West Africa Cable System (WACS) is
still under implementation, and is expected to be
completed by April 2012. Deriving maximum
benefit from both projects will also require fur-
ther investments in local networks to achieve
optimal bandwidth and connectivity.
The process of Botswana Telecommunications
Corportation (BTC) privatisation has commenced,
and a consortium has been appointed as advisors
for the project’s implementation. The advisors
are currently carrying out a financial, legal,
human resource, and regulatory due diligence 
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on the BTC. Government has also approved a
transaction structure for the privatisation, which
will be done in three phases. 
TRANSPORT  HUB
The Transport Hub was established to identify
and coordinate transport projects and policy 
initiatives that will transform Botswana into a
regional transportation centre. Several initiatives
are being implemented to realise this goal,
including: 
• Completion in April 2011 of a feasibility
study and detailed designs on the Kazungula
Bridge, along with sourcing of funds for
construction.
• Finalising a decision on the alignment of
Trans-Kalahari Railway line with Namibia.
It is anticipated the project will be awarded
for construction first quarter of financial
year 2012-2013.
• Securing a developer and operator for the
Dry Port Facility in Walvis Bay, with the
award of tenders expected by the end of 
this month.
• Completing Phase II of Sir Seretse Khama
International Airport expansion. The 
new Francistown Airport has already been
completed.
• Extension of the Maun Airport runway that
is scheduled for completion early next year. 
The new Kasane terminal building, which had
been scheduled for completion by February 2011,
had been delayed due to redesign, which now
incorporates existing structures.
AV IAT ION
Madam Speaker, the aviation industry was espe-
cially hard hit by the global economic downturn,
while its recovery has been slowed by rising fuel
prices. Passenger numbers slipped during the
fourth quarter of 2010 and the first quarter of
2011. In this context, a statutory financial audit
of Air Botswana is in progress, and preliminary
indications are that the airline’s losses will be
even greater than the previous year’s figure of
P45 million. For some time, Air Botswana has
been plagued by a range of challenges reflecting
poor governance and performance. To move for-
ward, the Air Botswana Strategic Plan 2011 is
now being implemented and incorporates a new
organisational structure.
The recent passage by Parliament of the Civil
Aviation and Aviation Security Acts is another
step forward. Subsidiary legislation to support
both the safety and licensing of air transport has
also been drafted. In an effort to attract additional
air traffic, Government has negotiated Bilateral
Air Services Agreements with nineteen countries.
We will continue to identify and prioritise coun-
tries that have airlines capable of starting opera-
tions into Botswana.
RA I LWAYS
Madam Speaker, the implementation of the
Botswana Railways’ Turnaround Strategy contin-
ues. Initiatives to improve operational efficiencies
and capacity are being undertaken under this
strategy to ensure the organisation’s sustained
profitability. Aging rolling stock maintenance
programs are now being executed with more
attention to in-house efforts, with new mainte-
nance facilities to be constructed in Mahalapye.
Additional recently-completed projects include:
• The rehabilitation of the Sua Pan Branch
line and upgrading of the Selebi-Phikwe yard,
• Morupule B Rail Spur for transportation of
lime and the Lobatse Clay Works Rail Spur
for transportation of bricks, and
• Palapye Glass Factory Rail Spur for trans-
portation of silica sand and soda ash.
Gaborone Container Terminal (Gabcon) 
continues to be a success, having recorded a net
profit of P7 million during the last financial year.
The company has constructed another terminal
in Palapye for containerised cargo in the central
region. That terminal is now operational. The
Francistown Dry Port will also soon be managed
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by Gabcon under a management contract with
Botswana Railways.
BR Properties, whose mandate is to manage
and exploit Botswana Railways properties along
commercial lines as a subsidiary company, is 
now in its third year of operation. Last year, the
subsidiary started a Retail Development Project
in Gaborone in partnership with private investors
with a capital outlay of P350 million. That proj-
ect opened its doors last month and is expected
to yield an annual turnover of P47 million.
ROADS
Madam Speaker, currently there are over 400,000
registered motor vehicles on our roads, of which
just over 127,309 have been registered since
2008, including 26,925 already licensed since the
beginning of this year. As a government, we
therefore have little choice but to devote consid-
erable resources to the construction and mainte-
nance of our Public Highway Network. From
April 2011, the length of the network increased
significantly from about 9,000 km to 19,000 km
due to the take-over of roads previously under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Local Government. 
Meanwhile, the Roads Department continues
to oversee the construction of infrastructure.
Completed projects since the last financial year
include the Mahalapye-Kalamare and Ngoma-
Kachikau roads, while construction is ongoing on
the Gaborone-Tlokweng Border Post, Gaborone-
Metsimotlhabe, Francistown-Ramokgwebana,
Nata-Pandamatenga, and Sowa Junction-Sua 
Pan routes. 
In order to alleviate congestion currently
experienced at the Kazungula border crossing,
the government has procured a ferry boat to aug-
ment the two boats already operated by Zambia.
We are also in the process of upgrading the ferry
service across the Okavango River at Mohembo.
HOUS ING
During the last financial year, P30 million 
was allocated for the Low-Income Housing 
Programme to be utilized by 666 beneficiaries for
SHHA Home Improvement Loan projects. The
Government is currently monitoring completion
of 1,255 housing units, in addition to 620 turnkey
houses. During the current financial year, an
additional P7.5 million has been allocated for 
the implementation of new poverty-alleviation
and housing projects in Gaborone, Lobatse, and
Jwaneng. Following the decision to establish a
Single Housing Authority, an implementation plan
was put in place, which should allow the authority
to be operational by 2012-2013 financial year.
To further provide housing for those most in
need, 200 houses for destitute persons were com-
pleted and handed over by the end of last financial
year, while another 200 houses are being built
this year. The Government is also engaging other
partners to complement its efforts in providing
basic shelter to the needy. So far 80 houses have
been built through the President’s Housing
Appeal for the Needy, while another 373 houses
have been pledged along with additional cash and
in-kind donations valued at over P135 thousand.
In addition, another 150 houses are known to 
be under construction through other ongoing
nongovernment initiatives.
The Botswana Housing Corporation (BHC)
will start construction of 3,800 units this financial
year. The units will be funded through issuance
of bonds in the market. The corporation has to
date issued a bond amounting to P389 million.
With regard to implementation of the Sectional
Titles Act, twenty sectional schemes comprising
784 units are in place. Although the units are
selling at a slower pace than detached houses of
the same size, Batswana are beginning to accept
the sectional title home ownership. 
Government had anticipated the acquisition
of 53,000 hectares of land for village expansion
during the 2010-2011 financial year. Of this total,
41.5 thousand hectares had been acquired as of
March 2011, and P85 million has been allocated
for acquisition of 5,570 hectares of tribal land
from the Kweneng District for incorporation into
Gaborone. A total of 45,290 plots out of a target
of 60,000 for 2010-2011 have been allocated
throughout the country for various uses, most 
of which were residential plots. For this financial
60
psi88771_text_BU_SOA_txt  1/31/12  1:24 PM  Page 60
year, Government plans to allocate an additional
50,804 plots in tribal and state lands. 
A Land Policy has been formulated, whose
overall objective is to facilitate orderly develop-
ment, investment in sustainable economic devel-
opment, and citizen empowerment. In order to
further promote the role of the private sector, the
government has developed guidelines on private
sector participation in land delivery. A project 
to improve land administration processes, proce-
dures, and capacity systems is also being imple-
mented and is progressing well. 
EDUCAT ION
Government has both a legal and moral obligation
to provide children with quality education. While
the government continues to allocate resources to
the development and implementation of education
policies, other players, such as pupils, parents,
and members of the community at-large, also
have an important role to play.
We have also begun piloting Educational
Television. While the programmes currently
being broadcast are mainly focused on the second-
ary curriculum, the plan is to eventually cover 
the whole education spectrum, from pre-primary
to tertiary education. This project could not have
been realized without the support of the Japanese
government and Public Broadcasting Corporation.
Out of the fifty-eight packages that were
planned since the inception of the Primary
Schools Backlog Eradication Project in 2002, fifty
were completed by the end of the 2010-2011
financial year. An additional four packages are now
complete, leaving four packages still ongoing.
The major challenge in completing these projects
is the reluctance of contractors to return to sites
to rectify defects.
I must candidly report that the exams per-
formance of pupils in our public schools continues
to disappoint. There was a slight decline in the
2010 Primary School Leaving Examination
(PSLE) compared with in 2009, while perform-
ance at the Junior Certificate level remained 
virtually the same. Of greater concern was the
outcome at the Botswana General Certificate of
Secondary Education (BGCSE) level, where the
results declined for the fifth year in a row. To
arrest this decline, in addition to the initiatives I
have already mentioned, and others under con-
sideration, the Ministry of Education and Skills
Development is also currently:
• Fast-tracking e-learning through computers
and additional ICT;
• Ensuring that there is tight monitoring of
teaching by regional directors, together with
school heads, as well as increased provision
of in-service training;
• Reviving the cluster system wherein teachers
in a given discipline work together as a team
in continuously refining their approaches 
to learning;
• Increasing the provision of guided study; and
• Granting awards for academic performance
at regional and national levels as a motiva-
tional incentive.
We recognise that still more needs to be done.
The Ministry has therefore been instructed to
urgently identify additional interventions. A
Committee of Inquiry was also appointed in 
June 2011 to look into the conduct of the 2010
examinations.
We further recognize that for our interven-
tions to be effective they must be accompanied
by enhanced teacher motivation. In this context,
we are addressing matters related to conditions of
service. While we will not be able to resolve all
their welfare issues at once, we shall, in the context
of our resource constraints, continue to improve
working conditions.  
Since last year, three new senior secondary
schools at Mogoditshane, Mmadinare, and Nata
have opened their doors, while the Shakawe Senior
Secondary School is scheduled to open 
in 2012. The opening of new schools has resulted
in an increase in senior secondary school intake,
reversing last year’s reported decline. Of 39,729
candidates who completed the 2010 Junior
Certificate Examination, 24,624, or 61 percent,
have been enrolled into senior schools, compared
to the previous year’s 54 percent. 
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TERT IARY  EDUCAT ION
At tertiary level, the focus has been on the imple-
mentation of the Tertiary Education Policy, along
with the Human Resource Development Strategy,
to increase access to tertiary education while
improving the relevance of programmes so that
they are appropriate to the job market’s needs.
Institutions are being continuously monitored to
ensure that their programmes meet appropriate
standards. The TEC has so far registered thirty-
five public and private institutions, whose pro-
grammes meet the training and skills demands 
of the economy. In this respect, it is gratifying 
to note that about 60 percent of students at terti-
ary level are studying in fields based on business
and finance, science, and/or new information
technologies.
The need for our tertiary education institutions
to be innovative and research-oriented in order
to stimulate economic growth and diversification
cannot be overemphasised. The new Research and
Innovation Strategy and the Institutional Planning
Strategy are important tools that will help to
ensure that tertiary institutions undertake research
and offer academic programmes related to the
attainment of our national development goals.
Skills development remains a priority. In this
regard, we continue to see progress in terms of
access and quality improvement within the voca-
tional training system as more institutions, train-
ers, and assessors are being accredited. Training
in the workplace has also increased through
implementation of the Vocational Training Fund
as more employees enroll in various programmes
to enhance their skills. There are also efforts to
rationalize vocational training by, among other
steps, merging the Construction Industry Trust
Fund and Madirelo Testing and Training Centre.
The Construction Industry Trust Fund is empow-
ering Batswana with on-site skills training through
its Mobile Training Units. 
With respect to the Botswana International
University of Science and Technology (BIUST), I
am able to report that the Ministry task team that
was established to determine the future direction
of the institution in terms of its scope and focus,
also taking into account issues of affordability,
completed its work. After reviewing the resulting
recommendations, it has now been agreed that
the project shall continue to be implemented in 
a phased manner. It is further anticipated that 
the first phase of the university will enroll students
in 2012. 
The Botswana College of Distance and Open
Learning (BOCODOL) has expanded its portfolio
of programmes to include tertiary education in
partnership with regional institutions, which pro-
vide accreditation, shared recognition, and quality
assurance. The college was also selected to host
the Southern African Development Community
(SADC) Centre of Distance Learning.
The Department of Out-of-School and
Training (DOSET) has also been established to
cater for those of all ages who have dropped out
of schooling.
To further promote academic excellence, 
since 2010 the Top Achievers Scholarship
Programme, piloted by the Education Hub, has
identified and placed a total of forty-nine candi-
dates in elite institutions for studies in areas of
economic demand. Recruitment of international
students to our private and public tertiary institu-
tions is also bearing fruit, but is hampered by a
shortage of student accommodations. Local
entrepreneurs are therefore encouraged to invest
in student residences.
On government student sponsorship, the
number of students sponsored locally is increasing,
as local institutions improve on the quality of
instruction and capacity. Government, through
the Education Hub, is assisting both public and
private institutions to build capacity. All first-year
students are sponsored in Botswana for locally-
available courses. Through local placement, the
Department of Tertiary Education Financing has
made savings, allowing it to accommodate gradu-
ates from previous years, while sponsoring retakes
and re-sitting students.
HEALTH
The establishment of the new medical school,
which is now becoming operational, will greatly
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expand our local training capacity in the next few
years. We have also this financial year opened
new institutes of health sciences at Serowe and
Molepolole.
A National Human Resources for Health
Strategic Plan has been developed to ensure
streamlined human resource management and to
strengthen links among stakeholders at all levels
in the health sector. The strategy includes
enhanced health-worker education and training
and the development of human resources infor-
mation systems that enable data collection from
all districts. In a continued effort to better match
health services to people’s needs, we have secured
funding from the U.S. government for the imple-
mentation of the Integrated Health Service Plan. 
The Ministry of Health has now published a
health research agenda to guide local and inter-
national researchers on priority areas. In an effort
to improve efficiency through the provision of
specialist health services, the ministry has contin-
ued to strengthen clinical centres of excellence. 
Princess Marina serves as a national centre of
excellence for a variety of sub-specialist services
such as:
• Hip and knee joint replacement: to date,
127 (53 hip and 74 knee-joint) patients have
been operated on.
• Kidney treatment services: Since the cen-
tre’s inception, a total of 71 patients have
been enrolled with services provided by a
local private practitioner. 
• Spinal Cord Rehabilitation (for treatment of
spinal cord injuries): 37 patients have been
actively rehabilitated and discharged. 
Additional facilities with centres of clinical
excellence include:
• Eye care services at Sekgoma Memorial and
Deborah Retief Memorial Hospitals: Since
their inception, these centres have per-
formed more than 2,000 eye surgeries.
• Two diabetes centres of excellence in
Francistown and Gaborone offer treatment,
including eye care, specialist care, and med-
ications, while also addressing preventive
issues.
• Orthopaedic Centre of Excellence at
Mahalapye Hospital: Since its inception, the
centre has operated on 1,150 patients. 
• The Gynaecological Surgery centre at
Sekgoma Memorial Hospital opened its
doors in September 2011. So far more than
240 patients have been operated on, and we
aim to operate on more than 800 to clear
the backlog.
To improve access to health services, the 
districts have been divided into health delivery
clusters. So far 132 out of 183 clusters have been
provided with doctors. 
Since the relocation of Primary Health Care
Services to the Ministry of Health, twenty-eight
District Health Management Teams have been
put in place, while those in the Greater Gaborone
and Francistown regions have been consolidated
so that people in the surrounding areas of cities
can be served at the centres. These have had the
effect of straightening referral and budgeting lines.
The revised National Health Policy Bill has
passed through cabinet and will be put before
Parliament in the near future.
Government recently received state-of-the-art
laboratory equipment donated by the Clinton
Health Access Initiative that has so far been 
distributed to five hospitals. The Clinton Health
Access Initiative will be donating additional 
laboratory equipment in subsequent phases of
this initiative.
For the last fourteen months, the management
of our patient referrals to South Africa has been
contracted to a managed care service provider.
An analysis of the work to date indicates more
than 35 percent savings on the annual cost of
referrals. This translates to more than P40 million
in annual savings. The managed care approach
has also come with improved quality of care for
our referrals and has freed up resources. 
We have also made considerable progress in
the outsourcing of non-core services. To date,
cleaning and laundry services have been out-
sourced at the three referral hospitals. This has
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offered more efficient services, allowing hospital
managers to focus on the delivery of clinical care.
The transformation of Central Medical Stores
has resulted in continued improvement in delivery.
New flexible contracts for the supply of pharma-
ceuticals came into effect this year, resulting in
improved availability. We are also beginning to
see a reduction in expiries due to improved pro-
curement and inventory management systems.
Government has received funding from the 
U.S. PEPFAR program to establish a Logistics
Management Unit for the national drug supply
system. This unit will further reduce poor avail-
ability at health facilities because of improper
inventory management.
Government is addressing the gaps in standards
of service delivery in the health facilities through
enrollment in the accreditation program facilitated
by the Council for Health Services Accreditation
of Southern Africa. So far eleven health facilities
have been enrolled in this programme. 
PUBL IC  HEALTH
In line with our Millennium Development Goal
of improved reproductive health, implementation
of the Road Map on Accelerated Reduction of
Maternal Morbidity and Mortality is ongoing.
We have also embarked on skills-based training
using the Emergency Obstetric and Newborn
Care Training Manual developed in collaboration
with the World Health Organisation (WHO).
Immunization is the most effective way of
minimising diseases among children less than five
years old. In this respect we continue to maintain
greater than 90 percent coverage of children
immunized against vaccine-preventable diseases.
To further accelerate child survival in the country,
four districts have been trained on the new
Accelerated Child Survival and Development
Strategy, which emphasises the delivery of High-
Impact Interventions.
The Nutrition Rehabilitation Program has
provided about 3,000 malnourished children with
nutritional care and psychosocial support. In
addition, the program equips caregivers with 
life skills to alleviate poverty. The program is
contributing to the reduction of child morbidity
and mortality, thereby further contributing to 
the achievement of our Millennial Development
Goal 4.
The National Alcohol Policy has been
approved and its implementation will be done in
partnerships with stakeholders. Although alcohol-
related harm is being reduced, many lives continue
to be wasted as a result of alcohol abuse. Public
awareness campaigns against alcohol and sub-
stance abuse are continuing with funding coming
from the Alcohol Levy Fund. Since November
2008, the Botswana Unified Revenue Service
(BURS) has collected P646 million from the levy.
Of this, P361 million has so far been transferred
to the Fund Account for further disbursement
according to the Fund guidelines, which allocate
45 percent to the Ministry of Youth, Sport, and
Culture; 45 percent to the consolidated account;
and 10 percent to awareness and treatment 
programmes.
With the support of Mauritius, a project 
was initiated in May 2011 to better address the
management of diabetes. The project has been
initiated in eight hospitals.
Tuberculosis remains a public health concern
as Botswana ranks sixth in the world in terms of
its per capita TB burden. The emergence of
multi-drug resistant tuberculosis continues to
undermine past gains in our national response to
the scourge. This has been exacerbated by pro-
tracted time for laboratory confirmation. With
the assistance the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, eleven Gene Xpert
machines will be placed in facilities across the
country, which will cut the turn-around time of
TB confirmatory diagnosis from eight weeks to
less than 4 hours. Botswana has also successfully
utilised global mechanisms for the procurement
of second-line drugs, which should greatly assist
our efforts to treat drug-resistant TB.
HIV /A IDS
Madam Speaker, access to anti-retroviral therapy
(ART) treatment now has coverage of 95 percent
of those eligible for treatment. A total of 194
clinics are now dispensing antiretroviral medicines.
This has ensured that more Batswana can now
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lead longer and healthier lives, with life expectancy
for people living with the virus having improved
from 45 years in 2001 to 65 years in 2010.
Having reduced mother-to-child transmission
of HIV to less than 4 percent, with recent quar-
terly rates as low as 2 percent, we are now work-
ing to achieve less than 1 percent transmission
through the rollout of triple prophylaxis in all
districts and targeted outreach to specific groups,
such as people living with disabilities and remote
area dwellers. We continue, however, to face the
challenges of “repeated pregnancies” among HIV
positive women.
Let me note that such progress as we have
achieved in meeting the challenge of HIV/AIDS
has come at a heavy and, in the long-term, unsus-
tainable price. The welcome support we receive
from international partners; notwithstanding, it
should be understood that about 80 percent of
the financial resources devoted to HIV/AIDS are
from Government. In this context, new HIV
infections remain a serious challenge; hence, 
prevention remains our priority. We are also 
concerned about an increase in the number of
TB-HIV co-infections in the country. This has
necessitated the development of TB/HIV policy
guidelines to improve treatment through intensi-
fied case findings and improved infection control. 
I have said before that many of our problems
emanate from undesirable behaviour. That is why
my Government embarked upon various initiatives,
including the Social Values Commission chaired
by Kgosi Puso Gaborone and the National
Strategy on Alcohol Abuse. In our response to
the HIV/AIDS challenge, I am concerned that
our progress in providing treatment could blind
us to the fact that the only way to overcome the
scourge is achieving no new infections. We all
know HIV transmission in Botswana is driven
mainly through sexual relationships. Equally, we
should all know that only through self-discipline
can we achieve an AIDS-free Botswana.
SPORT  AND  RECREAT ION
Madam Speaker, Government recognizes sport’s
potential contribution to economic diversifica-
tion, as well as physical fitness and wellness. To
this end, Government will continue to play its
role of developing appropriate policies and legis-
lation to ensure effective sport governance. 
The availability of sport facilities has been a
challenge due to delays in the construction and
refurbishment of the stadiums in Lobatse and
Francistown, and the National Stadium in
Gaborone.  Those problems are now being
resolved.
Constituency Sport Tournaments continue to
grow in popularity, especially amongst the youth.
The participation rates have grown from 28,476
at inception to 64,542 during the ninth cycle,
which ended in July 2011. 
Recreation is another important aspect of the
development of young people and is thus captured
as a thematic area in the Revised National Youth
Policy. Government currently supports Youth
Recreation Centres in various parts of the country.
In addition, a Multi-Purpose Youth Centre is
nearing completion in Gaborone and should be
operational by the beginning of 2012. These
facilities will go a long way in addressing the
recreation needs of our young people.
Madam Speaker, Botswana’s national teams
and athletes continue to impress at the interna-
tional stage this year. The Zebras have qualified
for the 2012 Africa Cup of Nations for the first
time, and also had the honour of being the first
team to qualify for the tournament. Our sports
continue to earn improved international rankings
as demonstrated by football and netball, among
others. At individual level, Amantle Montsho is
ranked number one in the world, bringing home
three gold medals in major international compe-
titions, while high jumper Kabelo Kgosiemang is
number six in the world. In recognizing excellent
performances in sport, Government has intro-
duced such incentives as appearance fees, scholar-
ships, and sponsorships to motivate athletes to
reach even higher levels of performance. 
To be able to sustain such outstanding per-
formances, it is also imperative that additional
attention is paid to sport development. In this
regard, government has set up Centres of Sport
Excellence in twelve selected secondary schools.
A total of 248 athletes in seven selected sport
codes were enrolled in these schools in January
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2011. These centres have given those students
talented in sport the opportunities to pursue their
dream to become elite athletes, without compro-
mising their education.
The development of sport in any country
requires the full participation of all stakeholders.
A second Sport Pitso will be held this month. As
with the previous gathering, its resolutions are
expected to highlight areas of interest and
improvement for the sporting fraternity, such as
the review of sport legislation and implementation
of Centres of Sport Excellence, which continue
to be pursued with the relevant partners.  
CULTURE
Madam Speaker, Government is committed to
the promotion, preservation, and development 
of Botswana’s diverse cultural heritage. In this
regard, Botswana acceded to the 2003 Convention
on the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage in 2010. I am happy to report that in
implementing the convention, a project to docu-
ment on the Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Kgatleng has been completed and the findings
published. A process to document intangible 
heritage elements in the Chobe District has started
and will be completed before the end of the year.  
Government continues to promote the diverse
culture through different programmes, and partic-
ipation has increased significantly over the years.
A total of 29,992 participants were recorded to
have taken part in the Constituency Art Compe-
titions as of August 2011 compared with 6,952 
at its inception. The 2011 President’s Day Com-
petitions have attracted 11,365 compared with
7,000 participants in 2010 in the performing arts
category. The National Art, Basket, and Crafts
category has increased participation from 777 in
2010 to 1,143 in 2011. 
A second Pitso ya Ngwao was held in September
2011 to further improve stakeholder engagement
on cultural issues. A recurring issue at both gath-
erings was the protection of intellectual property
rights, which continues to be an area of weakness
in our country. I urge Batswana to refrain from
buying pirated products as this has a negative
impact on the concerned artists. In a further
effort to see Batswana benefit economically 
from their arts and crafts skills, Government is
establishing a Regional Arts and Crafts Centre 
in Tsabong, which should open its doors early
next year. 
A total of nineteen out of thirty-one public
libraries have Internet connectivity through our
partnership programme with the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation. Connectivity will also be
rolled out to Village Reading Rooms to ensure
availability of the Internet to rural communities.
This provision of free Internet access supports
our broader e-government initiative. In addition,
two more libraries have been built, and another 
is under construction, in addition to the five that
were completed by the end of last year through
our partnership with the Robert and Sara
Rothschild Foundation. 
To increase access information for research,
Government has decentralized archival reference
services to Francistown, making such services
available outside Gaborone for the first time.
Currently, members of the public can access 
seventy-two archive collections at the Francistown
Records Centre that consist of documents from
different public and private agencies and individ-
uals. Similar services will soon be extended to
Kanye upon completion of the records centre there.
CIVIL  AND NATIONAL REGISTRATION
As part of the overall e-government strategy, a
new integrated electronic identity card (e-ID)
system should be operational in 2013. New birth
and death certificates have also been introduced
with enhanced security features, while the
replacement fee for lost national identity cards
was increased to P110 in order to encourage 
citizens to value their cards and protect them
from loss and abuse. The revised fee has signifi-
cantly reduced the number of lost identity cards,
resulting in Government savings.
Batswana can now apply for e-passports at 
any immigration office throughout the country.
Rollout of the system to Botswana missions
abroad commenced in August 2011 and will be
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completed by the end of November 2011, to
enable Batswana living or studying out of the
country to apply for e-passports. The deadline
for use of the old passport is December 31, 2011.
Citizens are thus urged to acquire their e-pass-
ports now to avoid congestion at the last hour.
The rollout of the Border Control System has
been slow due to the initial lack of Government
Data Network connectivity and insufficient band-
width. Efforts are ongoing to address this chal-
lenge, and completion of the rollout is expected
by the end of December 2011. 
The Immigration and Citizenship System,
which issues computerised visas, residence permits,
and citizenship documentation, is now fully oper-
ational. The rollout of the system to Botswana’s
missions abroad is expected to be complete by
the end of this year. This step follows the merging
of the Immigration Act, and the Employment of
Non-citizens Acts, enabling work and resident
permits to be administered together, to increase
investor confidence.
BOTSWANA  AND  THE  WORLD
Madam Speaker, the past year has born witness
to momentous events around the world, both
tragic and triumphant, which remind us that in
this globalised world we are all interconnected.
Our own country has not been a spectator to
these events. From the tsunami in Japan to the
Arab Spring and the birth of South Sudan, we
have played an active role in global efforts, while
associating ourselves with global consensus. In
the process, our steadfast objectives have remained
the advancement of our national interests while
promoting universal peace, security, and respect
for human rights. The proactive position that we
took on the political conflicts inside countries
such as Cote D’Ivoire, Libya, and Syria were in
this respect a reflection of our adherence to uni-
versal values, while remaining true to our own
norms of Botho, government by the people, and
respect for human rights.
There have been some critics in this House
who have tried to cast aspersions about our con-
cern over developments in places like Syria and
Libya, as if by speaking out in such situations we
were associating ourselves with a particular bloc,
rather than what has been a worldwide rejection of
blatant atrocities. We make no apologies for asso-
ciating ourselves with the broader judgment that
the era of dictators wantonly ruling by the barrel
of a gun on this or any other continent is over. 
This past year, I travelled to a number of
countries to reaffirm old friendships and forge new
partnerships. While it is important that we be as
self-reliant as possible, we must recognise that as
a landlocked nation of 2 million we cannot survive,
much less prosper, in isolation. Our challenges 
as a nation require that we continuously reach
out to others.
This year, we also once more had the honour
of playing host to dignitaries from various coun-
tries, including regional leaders and other senior
figures, as well as various business delegations,
while hosting a number of international confer-
ences. The influx of visitors provided us with
opportunities to showcase what we have achieved
and can yet achieve through partnerships.
While we are a small nation facing big chal-
lenges, this has not discouraged us from providing
assistance within our limited means to others in
the international community in their time of need.
In this regard, we have in recent months assisted:
• Japan following its devastating earthquake
and tsunami,
• Namibia and South Africa following their
floods, and
• Somalia refugees in Kenya.
On Somalia, I take this opportunity to thank
individual Batswana and organisations that joined
hands with Government in supporting our Somali
appeal. While there were others, I wish to espe-
cially acknowledge the efforts of Mr. Seabelo
Tlhaselo of Seabelo Transport for his risks and
sacrifices in providing road transport for the
Somali Relief Aid.
We have offered to assist the new state of
South Sudan to become a proud member of the
community of nations. We are of the conviction
that lasting peace in that part of Africa can only
A f r i c a n  L e a d e r s  S t a t e  o f  A f r i c a  R e p o r t  2 0 1 1
B
o
ts
w
a
n
a
67
psi88771_text_BU_SOA_txt  1/31/12  1:24 PM  Page 67
be achieved if the international community assists
Africa’s newest nation to establish solid govern-
ment structures after their protracted struggle 
for freedom. 
We appreciate the fact that as a country we
will be judged by the extent to which we honour
our obligations. These obligations go beyond
financial contributions to the international bodies
that we belong to. We are members of these bod-
ies because we identify with the ideals that they
espouse. We have, in this regard continued within
our capabilities to be custodians of the guiding
principles of the United Nations, African Union,
and SADC, while honouring our obligations to
such international bodies as the International
Criminal Court. This past year, we made ourselves
available to serve in the Human Rights Council
and were humbled by the overwhelming support
that we received from fellow UN members who
supported our candidacy. We undertake not to
disappoint those who bestowed this responsibility
upon us.
Let me also once more express my appreciation
for the fact that the progress we have made as 
a nation over the past forty-five years has been
facilitated by the generous assistance of our
friends in the international community. We
remain grateful to the many countries and external
organisations, including private individuals as
well as institutions, that have supported us. 
CONCLUS ION
Madam Speaker, last year I announced that as
a practical manifestation of our common commit-
ment, Government would introduce a monthly
Community Service Day into its calendar of
activities. Twelve months later, I am pleased to
report that ministries and departments through-
out Government are devoting a day out of each
month to projects assisting those in need, which
range from building and rehabilitating shelters,
to establishing community gardens, to raising
funds to donate basic necessities. Literally hun-
dreds of such projects have been undertaken. I
wish, therefore, to acknowledge the good efforts
that have been made by public servants in so 
contributing to the greater good.   
Madam Speaker, let me conclude by again
observing that if we remain true to ourselves,
while putting the interests of our country first,
we shall overcome our challenges to achieve our
highest aspirations. By so doing we shall:
• Eradicate absolute poverty, while achieving
a more prosperous and productive nation
through self-discipline and collective
empowerment;
• Maintain our dignity as a caring and com-
passionate nation that extends a helping
hand to all those in need; and 
• Advance our democracy and secure our
future as a peaceful, moral, and tolerant
nation based on our mutual respect for one
another and the rule of law.
Finally, as we face the challenges ahead, let us
also once more seek the blessings and guidance of
the Lord in all of our endeavours. 
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70
Address Given by His Excellency 
Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires, 
President of the Republic of Cape
Verde, on the Commemoration of 
the Thirty-sixth Anniversary of
National Independence
Palace of the National Assembly
Praia, Cape Verde
July 5, 2011
Dear Compatriots:
I wish to address the entire Cape Verdean
Nation, here at home and in the diaspora, and to
greet all of you with friendship and affection. It is
my constant hope that we will continue to make
this symbolic date an authentic civic patrimony
and a moment of communion and reinforcement
of our Cape Verdean identity and, at the same
time, a moment of renewal of our firm collective
aspiration to a future of peace, solidarity, and
continuing prosperity, while we also strengthen
the capacity and creativity of our Nation in all of
the areas of our life. At this moment, I wish every
one of you happiness, good fortune, professional
success, and growing families.
Esteemed Deputies:
As you well know, this is the last celebration
of our National Day that I will share with you as
President of the Republic. Also, as this is our first
meeting following the election of our new National
Assembly, I am very pleased to congratulate you
and offer you my best wishes for success in your
exalted function of representing our Nation. 
We celebrate, with this formal session of
Parliament, the thirty-sixth anniversary of our
national independence. We proudly celebrate the
Fifth of July!
I reiterate, here and now, my greatest respect
and pride for all of the good things we  have been
able to achieve in these thirty-six years. It was,
starting from a dramatic situation and a great deal
of need, with the threat of hunger always in the
background, that the achievements we have made
were courageously and gradually constructed.
The great value of the work that we have done
CAPE VERDE
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derives from this effort, from July 5, 1975, until
today. This journey of courage, of hope, of perse-
verance, and of self-confidence must continue to
inspire us and be the moral support that assists us
in the conception and execution of the difficult
and complex tasks that the future holds for us.
At the present time, I believe that beyond our
individual and collective readiness to take risks,
the enormity of the work to be done requires us
to maintain a visionary and ambitious attitude. At
the same time, we must have a realistic vision and
keep in mind the conditions, potential, and limits
of our available resources in order to avoid waste
and to utilize our resources to the greatest possi-
ble advantage. The present situation still requires
each of us to adjust our expectations to reason-
able and viable dimensions based on a long-term
perspective and on effective results of sustainable
gains in our economy. This means that we must
have our feet planted firmly on the ground, sus-
tain ourselves with reasonable expectations, and
work diligently for the creation of sustainability
in a desirable future.
Our current circumstances of difficulty and
uncertainty require realism and appropriate pub-
lic policies, using public expenditures according
to the established priorities and schedule. In con-
clusion, I would say that it is better to participate
in the creation of the conditions for the genera-
tion of more and better jobs than to demand
greater income without producing more, which 
is unsustainable.
With the difficulties and complexity of the
present internal and external situation, I feel that
we must increase the individual responsibility
expected of our citizens and the need for their
active participation in the search for and achieve-
ment of planned solutions. We expect our citizens
to have reasonable attitudes that correspond to
the demands of the situation and the planned
objectives, and conform to the available resources
in order to contribute to reducing the vulnerabil-
ities of the  economy, while at the same time
reducing its external dependencies. We must agree
that the country cannot live beyond its means. 
I am convinced that Cape Verde is living in a
time in which the individual responsibilities and
contributions expected of our citizens in the
search for and creation of solutions to growth-
related problems that confront our society are
increasing.  But these are the tools that will arm
the country to further its progress and continue
to improve.  
While the magnitude of the work we have
achieved in these thirty-six years should make us
proud, it must not blind us to the fact that in
order to continue the same level of success, we
must apply greater effort, objectivity, realism, and
humility. I say humility because it is essential to
have the humility and clarity to recognize our
individual and national shortfalls, deficiencies,
and weaknesses. I think that only in this way will
we be in a position to identify them and, as a
result, develop the necessary corrective policies,
change our behavior, and adopt attitudes that will
contribute to overcoming them. If, out of stub-
bornness or immaturity, we ignore or refuse to
accept these defects, I know that we will not be
able to improve our way of being and acting. 
In this way, in order to continue to improve
upon previous models, we are all called to con-
tribute to increasing the competitiveness of our
economy as well as our individual capacity. The
great challenge rests precisely here! In order to
gain competitiveness, we must accept that there
are no miracles to be found in this area: we must
work harder and better in order to increase real
productivity. Speeches are not enough: we must
act with realism and grow professionally, improve
our capacities, and assume the responsibilities
that derive from the tasks and challenges imposed
by the rapid and integrated social, economic, and
institutional development to which we aspire. We
cannot aspire to something while acting against
its achievement. 
Thus, it is urgent that we change our attitude:
we must reject the entanglements of complicating
formalisms; liberate ourselves from magical
thinking and facile discourse; and resist the temp-
tations of consumerism and instant gratification.
With this perspective, we are committed to the
conservation and rationalization of the use of our
resources, to the greatest efficiency of return
from the means used—in sum, to produce more
[1]Opinion Article in EL PAIS, 06/16/2009.
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with less expense. In the end, the collective future
can only be achieved with the dedication of each
and every one of us!
On the other hand, greater competitiveness
and more competitive advantages also require an
attractive and secure business environment (with
legal security); a healthy and agreeable physical
and urban environment; a hospitable social envi-
ronment (with less poverty); modern infrastruc-
tures; modern and secure communications;
greater discipline of labor; and competent and
productive human resources. These premises all
focus on a constant striving for quality.
In terms of a change of attitude, I feel that we
must avoid falling into laziness and routine.
Instead, it is essential to develop an inventive and
restless spirit in the search for innovative solutions,
rejecting the traps of laxity and immediacy.
In modern times, in all areas, the transparency
and coherence with which the state agents of
power act and function are of fundamental
importance for their authority and the public
credibility of their institutions. Recent political
events in the countries of North Africa have con-
firmed both the weaknesses and temporary nature
of excessively personalized power structures and 
a fundamental value of modern societies: the
absolute necessity of a secular and inclusive 
democratic state based on the rule of law. This
means a state with solid institutions and a social
environment in which a solid democratic institu-
tional culture prevails. In this area, despite the
great progress of Cape Verde, I believe that it is
necessary to continue to strive for the reinforce-
ment and improvement of the institutions of our
democratic state of law, paying particular atten-
tion to the most sensitive sectors, such as justice
and public safety, and the institutions of regula-
tion, management, and auditing and control,
because Cape Verdean society continues to resist
evaluation and management, a condition that
must be overcome. 
Observing our social behavior, we are left 
with the perception that a change of values in 
the relationship between the citizens and the
State is urgently needed. There is a need for
more ethics and greater loyalty toward the State
and public interests, which will result in more
ethical citizenship. 
Good government has been one of the princi-
pal advantages of Cape Verde. The results are
apparent. I would assert that good governance, in
addition to guaranteeing socioeconomic growth
and the steady functioning and improvement of
the institutions of the state of law, is an important
factor in determining economic attractiveness
and stability. It also represents an added value by
ensuring more options and greater autonomy in
decision-making. It can also allow the progressive
reduction of external dependence and the gradual
strengthening of the weakest areas.  
We are living at a time when the world econ-
omy has still not recovered from the terrible
effects of the general crisis that was unleashed by
the sub-prime mortgage crisis. On the contrary,
the crisis has spread and reappeared in new forms,
with severe consequences, brought on primarily
by unrestrained financial speculation. The per-
formance of the emerging countries has attenuated
the effects of the global crisis and in due measure
has played the role of a locomotive in the world
economy. The aspects in which the crisis shows
itself in various economies are troubling, particu-
larly in countries that are our partners.
The present situation calls us to reflection and
prevention. It requires that we value our national
resources and adopt measures that are both ade-
quate and pertinent to our economy, which,
although isolated and small, and perhaps because
of that, is more fragile and very sensitive to exter-
nal shocks. It is a fact that we cannot ignore, as 
it is necessary to reduce uncertainty and risk to 
a minimum. I understand that in these circum-
stances, simple visual navigation is insufficient. 
In fact, when faced with many uncertainties, one
must know how to follow the correct route,
where the threatening shoals are, and what direc-
tion to take in order to avoid them and take the
best advantage of favorable winds. We are faced
with the problem of having to plan ahead without
clear guidance.
I believe I have drawn attention, directly or
indirectly, to the challenges and risks we must
take into account in order to continue our
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favourable progress, which we began thirty-six
years ago. Also, I think that it falls to the new
generation (the third) to prepare and transform
themselves into the primary actors who will lead
the new era of institutional, economic, scientific,
technological, and cultural development of the
country, fully committing themselves to the cre-
ation of the material, technological, and spiritual
conditions for this progress. It is up to the new
generations to raise themselves to the level
demanded by a competitive global society, guided
by knowledge and information, and to prepare
themselves to take advantage of the innumerable
opportunities that the economy offers them now.
This is the great challenge that presents itself to
our young people. 
I would like to demonstrate, here and now,
my confidence in the young people of Cape
Verde and my enthusiasm for their progress in
reducing the boundaries between the islands,
which has led to the emergence of a more inte-
grated, cohesive, and dynamic sociocultural reality,
which makes us stronger and more competitive. 
Ladies and Gentlemen:
You know that the world is still volatile and
insecure. I think that it is necessary to make a
collective effort to moderate the factors responsi-
ble for this situation, freeing it above all from
messianic attitudes of intolerance or arguments
over who holds the supreme truth. I confess to
you that, in Guinea-Bissau, I was surprised and
astonished by the philosophy of life of the Fula
people who, while they disagreed with us, they
did not show opposition, but guided us to the
relativity of truths. I continue to study the Fula
philosophy, as it is advisable to distrust radical
messianism, which can be so very dangerous!
In Africa (I have just returned from the XVII
Conference of the African Union), it is my
understanding that we are faced with two oppos-
ing and concurrent realities that are nevertheless
harbingers of the future: on one side, young 
people who are educated and full of ambitions
and capabilities; and on the other, the atavistic
vestiges of prior domination, slowing the dynamic
of development that is in progress, but faltering. 
I believe that this deep contradiction will take
some time to be fully resolved. But may it be as
soon as possible!  
Ladies and Gentlemen:
As this is my last time speaking to you as
President of the Republic, allow me to take
advantage of this moment to direct myself to all
Cape Verdeans, here on the islands and in the
diaspora, on this symbolic date.
I tell you, dear compatriots and friends, that I
am very proud to have fought and served our
Cape Verde by your side. I thank you for your
confidence and affection. In a different way, we
will continue together!
We proudly celebrate the Fifth of July!
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CAPE VERDE
Discurso Proferido Por Sua Excelência
o Presidente da República Comandante
Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires
No Acto Solene Comemorativo Do
XXXVI Aniversário da Indepêndencia
Nacional 
“Há necessidade de mais ética e
maior lealdade para com o Estado e os
interesses públicos, o que se resume
em mais cidadania ética!”
Salão “Abílio Duarte” do Palácio da
Assembleia Nacional,
Praia, Cabo Verde 
5 de Julho de 2011
Caros Compatriotas:
Dirijo-me a toda Nação cabo-verdiana, cá na
terra e na diáspora, para saudar a todos com
amizade e afeição. É meu desejo permanente que
continuemos a fazer desta data simbólica um
autêntico património cívico e um momento de
comunhão e de reforço da nossa cabo-
verdianidade e, igualmente, um momento de
renovação da nossa firme aspiração colectiva a
um futuro de paz, de solidariedade e de
prosperidade contínua, ao mesmo tempo que
reforçamos a capacidade e a criatividade da nossa
Nação, em todos os domínios da vida. Nesta
hora, auguro, a cada um de vós, felicidade, sorte 
e êxitos profissionais e familiares acrescidos. 
Senhoras e Senhores Deputados:
Como bem sabeis, esta é a última celebração
do Dia Nacional que compartilho convosco,
enquanto Presidente da República. Também, 
por ser a primeira vez em que nos encontramos
reunidos depois da eleição da nova Assembleia
Nacional, apraz-me saudar-vos e expressar-vos
votos de sucessos no exercício da vossa alta
função de representação da Nação. 
Celebramos, através desta sessão solene do
Parlamento, o trigésimo-sexto aniversário da
independência nacional. Bem-haja 5 de Julho!
Reitero, aqui e agora, o meu elevado respeito e
orgulho por tudo aquilo que de bom conseguiram
fazer os cabo-verdianos, nestes trinta e seis anos.
Foi, partindo de uma situação dramática e de
muita carência, com um pano de fundo de ameaça
de fome, que os ganhos conseguidos foram,
corajosa e paulatinamente, construídos. Daí, deriva
o grande valor da obra que realizamos, de 5 de
Julho de 1975 até aos dias de hoje. Esse percurso
de coragem, de esperança, de perseverança e de
autoconfiança deve continuar a nos inspirar e a
ser o suporte moral que nos assiste na concepção
e na execução das pesadas e complexas tarefas que
o futuro nos reserva.
Nos tempos presentes, estou em crer que, para
além da disponibilidade individual e colectiva em
correr riscos, a grandeza das tarefas, por realizar,
nos pede uma atitude visionária e ambiciosa,
porém, ao mesmo tempo uma visão realista, tendo
em conta o país real, as suas potencialidades e os
limites dos recursos usáveis, precisamente, para se
evitar desperdícios e retirar deles o melhor
aproveitamento possível. A conjuntura vigente
requer, ainda, de cada um de nós, a adequação
das nossas expectativas a dimensões razoáveis e
viáveis, assentadas numa perspectiva gradativa e
em resultados efectivos de ganhos sustentáveis da
nossa economia. Significa ter os pés bem assentes
no chão, apoiar-se na expectativa possível e
trabalhar afincadamente para a construção da
sustentabilidade do futuro desejável.
As actuais circunstâncias, de rigor e de
incertezas, requerem realismo e políticas públicas
apropriadas, conformando a despesa pública de
acordo com as prioridades e calendário
estabelecidos. Em conclusão, diria que é melhor
participar na criação das condições para a geração
de mais e melhores empregos em de vez exigir
mais rendimentos sem produzir mais, o que é
insustentável.
010.
psi88771_text_BU_SOA_txt  1/31/12  1:24 PM  Page 74
No meio das dificuldades e complexidade da
actual situação, interna e externa, estimo que é
crescente a responsabilidade individual esperada
dos cidadãos, assim como, a necessidade da sua
participação interessada na busca e concretização
das soluções previstas. Assim, dos cidadãos se
esperam atitudes razoáveis que correspondam às
exigências e aos objectivos programados e se
coadunem com os recursos disponíveis, de modo
a contribuir para a redução das vulnerabilidades
da economia cabo-verdiana e para minorar, ao
mesmo tempo, as suas dependências externas.
Convenhamos que o país não pode viver acima
das suas posses. 
Estou convencido de que Cabo Verde vive 
um tempo em que são cada vez maiores as
responsabilidades e contribuições individuais
esperadas dos cidadãos nos processos de busca 
e construção de soluções para os problemas,
decorrentes do processo de crescimento, com que
a sociedade se defronta e para armar o país de
modo a que prossiga a sua marcha ascendente e
continue a ganhar.  
Se a grandeza da obra realizada, nestes trinta 
e seis anos, nos deve orgulhar, contudo, não deve
deslumbrar-nos, pois, a sua continuidade com o
mesmo êxito reclama de nós esforços acrescidos,
objectividade, realismo e humildade. Digo
humildade, porque é indispensável ter a humildade
e a lucidez para reconhecer os nossos deficits,
carências e fraquezas individuais e nacionais.
Penso que só assim estaremos em condições de 
os identificar e, em consequência, laborar políticas
correctivas necessárias, mudar de conduta e
adoptar atitudes que contribuirão para os superar.
Se, por soberba ou infantilismo, os ignoramos 
ou se não os queremos aceitar, entendo que não
estaremos em condições de aperfeiçoar e de
melhorar a nossa forma de estar e de agir. 
Neste sentido, para continuar a ganhar, nos
moldes anteriores, somos todos chamados a
contribuir para aumentar a competitividade da
nossa economia e a nossa capacidade individual.
O grande desafio reside precisamente aí! Para
ganhar em competitividade é preciso interiorizar
que não há milagres nesta matéria: é preciso
trabalhar mais e melhor e aumentar, assim, a
produtividade real. O discurso não é suficiente:
urge agir com realismo e crescer
profissionalmente, melhorar as capacidades e
assumir as responsabilidades decorrentes das
tarefas e dos desafios impostos por um rápido
desenvolvimento social, económico e
institucional integrado, a que aspiramos. Não se
pode aspirar a uma coisa e, para a sua realização,
comportar-se em sentido contrário. 
Assim, é impreterível mudar de atitude: despir-
se dos enleios de formalismos complicativos;
libertar-se do pensamento mágico e do discurso
fácil; e conter as solicitações do consumismo e 
do imediatismo. Nesta perspectiva, estamos
convocados à poupança e à racionalização do 
uso dos recursos utilizados, a maior eficácia de
rendimento dos meios usados, enfim, a produzir
mais com menos gastos. Por fim, o porvir
colectivo só pode ser obra do empenho de cada
um e de todos nós!
Por outro lado, uma maior competitividade e
mais vantagens competitivas pressupõem ainda
ambiente de negócio atractivo e seguro (com
segurança jurídica); ambiente físico e urbano
saudável e agradável; ambiente social acolhedor
(com menos pobreza); infra-estruturas modernas;
comunicação moderna e segura; maior disciplina
laboral; e recursos humanos competentes e
produtivos. Tais premissas se concentram,
finalmente, na busca permanente da qualidade.
Em termos de mudança de atitude, estimo 
que é de se evitar cair no comodismo e na rotina.
Em contrapartida, é essencial desenvolver um
espírito inventivo e inquieto em busca de
soluções inovadoras, afastando-se das armadilhas
do facilitismo e do imediatismo. 
Nos tempos modernos, e em todos as paragens,
a transparência e a coerência com que agem e
funcionam os órgãos do poder do Estado são de
fundamental importância para a sua autoridade e
para a credibilidade pública das suas instituições.
Os últimos acontecimentos políticos em países da
África do Norte vieram confirmar as debilidades
e temporalidades de poderes excessivamente
personalizados e um valor fundamental das
sociedades modernas: a indispensabilidade do
Estado de Direito laico e inclusivo. O que quer
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dizer um Estado dotado de instituições sólidas e
um ambiente social em que prevalece uma sólida
cultura institucional democrática. Nesta matéria,
apesar dos grandes avanços de Cabo Verde, creio
que é necessário que se continue a cuidar do
reforço e do aperfeiçoamento das instituições do
nosso Estado de Direito Democrático, dando
uma atenção particular aos sectores mais sensíveis,
tais como, a justiça e a segurança pública, e às
instituições de regulação, fiscalização, de auditoria
e controlo, até porque a sociedade cabo-verdiana
continua renitente à avaliação e à fiscalização,
condição que pede superação. 
Ao observar o nosso comportamento social,
fica-nos a percepção de que é urgente uma
mudança de valores nas relações entre os
cidadãos e Estado: há necessidade de mais ética e
maior lealdade para com o Estado e os interesses
públicos, o que se resume em mais cidadania ética. 
A boa governação tem sido um dos principais
trunfos de Cabo Verde. Os resultados estão
evidentes. Afirmaria que a boa governança, para
além da garantia do crescimento socioeconómico
e do regular funcionamento e aperfeiçoamento
das instituições do Estado de Direito, é um factor
importante de atractividade económica e de
estabilidade. Representa, igualmente, uma mais-
valia para a garantia de maior autonomia de decisão
e de opções. Pode ainda permitir a atenuação
progressiva dos factores de dependência externa 
e a superação gradual das áreas mais débeis.  
Vivemos uma conjuntura em que a economia
mundial não se libertou ainda dos efeitos
perversos da crise geral desencadeada pela crise
dos sub-primes. Pelo contrário, a crise tem-se
espalhado e revestido de novas roupagens, com
consequências gravosas, sobrecarregadas, por cima,
por uma especulação financeira desenfreada. O
desempenho dos países emergentes tem atenuado
os efeitos da crise mundial e, com as devidas
proporções, tem desempenhado o papel de
locomotiva da economia mundial. São
preocupantes as facetas de se reveste a crise em
diversas economias, algumas, nossas parceiras.
A actual situação chama-nos à reflexão e à
prevenção. Requer de nós a valorização dos
recursos nacionais e a adopção de medidas
adequadas e pertinentes, pois, a nossa economia,
para além de insular e pequena, e talvez por isso
mesmo, é mais frágil e muito sensível a choques
externos. É um dado que não se pode ignorar,
pois, é necessário reduzir ao mínimo as incertezas
e os riscos. Entendo que, nestas circunstâncias, a
mera navegação à vista é insuficiente. Aliás, numa
conjuntura de incertezas, é preciso saber como
prosseguir a caminhada, quais os escolhos
ameaçadores e qual o rumo a seguir para os evitar
e tirar melhor proveito de ventos favoráveis.
Emerge a problemática da necessidade do
planeamento prospectivo.
Creio ter alertado, directamente ou
indirectamente, para os desafios e riscos que
devemos ter em devida conta a fim de podermos
continuar a marcha auspiciosa, encetada há trinta
e seis anos. Outrossim, estimo que incumbe às
novas gerações (a terceira) que se preparem e se
transformem em actores fundamentais para
liderar a nova etapa do desenvolvimento
institucional, económico, científico, tecnológico e
cultural do país, envolvendo-se decididamente na
criação das condições materiais, tecnológicas e
espirituais para tal. Às novas gerações compete
guindar-se à altura das exigências da sociedade
global e concorrencial, de conhecimento e de
informação, e capacitar-se para aproveitar as
inúmeras oportunidades que a economia oferece
actualmente. É o grande desafio que se perfila
perante a nossa juventude. 
Gostaria de manifestar, aqui e agora, a minha
confiança na juventude cabo-verdiana e o meu
entusiasmo com o fenómeno de supressão de
fronteiras entre as ilhas, que se regista, e a
emergência de uma realidade sociocultural, mais
integradora, coesa e dinâmica, o que nos faz mais
fortes e mais competitivos. 
Minhas Senhoras e meus Senhores:
Sabeis que o mundo continua volátil e
inseguro. Penso ser necessário um esforço
colectivo para moderar os factores responsáveis
por esta situação, libertando-se sobretudo de
atitudes messiânicas de intolerância ou de
posturas de quem é detentor da verdade suprema.
Confesso-vos que, na Guiné-Bissau, fiquei
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surpreso e maravilhado pela filosofia de vida da
etnia fula que, discordando connosco, sem nos
ofender, nos enviava para a relatividade das
verdades. Continuo um adepto da filosofia fula,
pois, é aconselhável desconfiar dos messianismos
radicais porque são muito enganosos!
Em África (acabo de regressar da XVII
Conferência da União Africana) é meu
entendimento que se está perante duas realidades
antagónicas e concorrentes mas, em todo o caso,
portadoras de futuro: de um lado, uma juventude
educada e plena de ambições e competências, 
de outro, os resquícios atávicos e da anterior
dominação, refreadores da dinâmica de
desenvolvimento em marcha, mas, em decréscimo.
Estou em crer que esta contradição de fundo
levará mais algum tempo até ser finalmente
superada. Mas, que seja o mais breve possível!  
Meus Senhores e minhas Senhoras:
Sendo a minha última mensagem na condição
de Presidente da República, por esta data
simbólica, permitam-me que aproveite o ensejo
para me dirigir a todos os cabo-verdianos, aqui
nas ilhas e na diáspora.
Digo-vos, caros Compatriotas, Amigas e
Amigos, que foi com muito orgulho que lutei e
servi, na vossa companhia, o nosso Cabo Verde.
Agradeço-vos pela vossa confiança e afeição. De
outra forma, mas vamos continuar juntos!
Bem-haja o 5 de Julho!
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State of the Nation Address by His
Excellency John Evans Atta Mills, 
President of the Republic of Ghana
“Raising Ghana to the Next Level”
Accra, Ghana
February 17, 2011
INTRODUCT ION
Madam Speaker,
Vice President, 
Honourable Members of the House:
I have the honour to appear before you this
morning to discharge the constitutional mandate
given to the President of the Republic of Ghana
to annually present a State of the Nation report
to Parliament.
Madam Speaker, as with the Presidency,
Parliament is also into the third year of its four-
year term.
Madam Speaker, right behind us, work is 
progressing on job 600 to provide offices for our
Honourable Members of Parliament. The ongoing
work is a statement that slowly, but surely, we are
making progress. And, in this year of action, we
will continue to fund the project for it to be com-
pleted so that our lawmakers can have functional
offices from which to operate. 
Madam Speaker, last year when Parliament
reconvened on January 26, you called on
Honourable Members to be time-conscious. I
hope the Honourable Members heeded to your
call. In this Action Year, our time-consciousness
must move notches higher because, as the saying
goes, “Time is money.”
Madam Speaker, my first appearance before
you was in February 2009, barely two months
upon assumption of office as President. Even with
limited knowledge of the national situation avail-
able at the time, I provided a far-sighted view of
our nation’s development agenda. By the time I
presented my second State of the Nation address
in February 2010, we had a clearer picture of the
state of affairs bequeathed to us by the previous
80
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administration. The challenges were indeed more
daunting than we had imagined.
That address spelt out measures this
Administration was going to take to deal with
issues to restore the economy to good health and
improve governance of the nation, while consoli-
dating and sustaining our democracy.
Madam Speaker, I am happy to report that as
a result of prudent policy measures and with
understanding and support of Ghanaians, we
were able to sustain macroeconomic stability in
2010 with year-on-year inflation declining fur-
ther from about 16 percent in 2009 to a single-
digit figure below 9 percent, the lowest inflation
figure in about two decades.
Why do we stress this historic achievement?
Madam Speaker, inflation is the worst eco-
nomic nightmare any country can go through. 
It breeds economic and financial instability and
imposes hardship on the most vulnerable. To be
successful in tackling inflation is to create condi-
tions for economic growth. What we achieved 
for ourselves last year in confronting inflation
was therefore notable. The challenge now is to
remain on course.
Many Honourable Members of the House
who participate in international conferences both
within and outside can confirm the positive view
the international community holds of Ghana’s
economic progress. I know the question they
often ask you is whether we have the courage and
resolve to sustain the economy on this road to
growth and prosperity. My simple answer is yes.
This Administration intends to stay the course
because there are no short cuts.
Madam Speaker, in addition to the successful
efforts at curbing the rate of inflation, we also
note with satisfaction that the global economic
downturn notwithstanding, Ghana managed to
maintain a respectable growth rate in 2010 and 
is poised to attain a higher level this year.
Indeed, much beyond our own expectations,
the World Bank predicts that Ghana would post
the highest GDP growth rate in the world for the
year 2011.
Madam Speaker, in compliance with Article
36, clause 5 of the Constitution, I presented to
Parliament last December Government’s Co-ordi-
nated Programme of Economic and Social Development
Policies for 2010-2016. As I note in the preface,
the main thrust of this programme is to trans-
form the economy for accelerated growth and job
creation. We aim to achieve this through acceler-
ated human resource development, agricultural
mechanization, and value-added processing of
our national resource endowments on the back of
the new oil and gas resources.
One of the highlights of the document is the
establishment of Special Development Zones,
which is an initiative to reduce spatial and
income inequality. The Savannah Accelerated
Development Authority (SADA), which is one of
the National Democratic Congress’s (NDC)
2008 manifesto pledges, has already commenced
work.
Madam Speaker, a donors’ conference is in the
offing to commit funds for SADA’s operations.
The additional special zones we propose, all of
which will be under the Office of the President,
will include:
• Western Corridor Development Authority,
which will subsume the Central Region and
Afram Plains;
• Eastern Corridor Development Authority,
which will have a mandate covering the
Volta Region and Afram Plains;
• The Forest Belt Development Authority,
comprising the forest zones in the Eastern,
Ashanti, and Brong Ahafo Regions.
Madam Speaker, our development partners
have continued to offer development assistance,
and in some instances, indicated their readiness
to increase levels of assistance. We are grateful to
them for recognising the capacity, readiness, and
democratic integrity of this Administration to be
reliable partners.
Madam Speaker, this Government has
achieved appreciable success in its effort to diver-
sify the range of development assistance. During
my visits to Japan and China in September last
year, we received pledges of substantial support,
especially towards infrastructural development. A
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special team has been working to ensure urgent
follow-up actions because, as the old saying goes,
“We must strike while the iron is hot.”
Madam Speaker, the quantum of funding for
infrastructure development that should be avail-
able to the economy following our visits to the
Far East appears to have caused a stir among
those who think the economy of Ghana is too
small to absorb such substantial investment, as if
we are destined to remain a small economy. Let
us have confidence in ourselves.
Madam Speaker, I have had occasion to state
that too much has passed us by as a nation, and
we need to move as fast as we can, but of course,
at a calculated speed. Past failures seem to have
created a mentality that has restricted national
ambition. It is time for this country to think big
and think positive. Of course, we should not raise
unrealistic expectations or set our sights too high,
but there is nothing wrong in being ambitious
and daring.
Madam Speaker, on our visit to the Far East
last September, we carried with us our blueprint
for the rehabilitation and expansion of the rail
network in Ghana. We also had our blueprint for
roads covering the Eastern Corridor, spanning
Ho all the way to Nkwanta, Kadjebi, Worawora,
Yendi, and beyond. We had the blueprint for the
Western Corridor stretching from Elubo through
Enchi, Juaboso, and all the way to Wa in the
Upper West Region and beyond. These and
other extensive road projects envisaged in the oil
enclave, namely Takoradi, Mpataba, Bonyere, and
elsewhere, and economic roads in Tarkwa,
Bogoso, and elsewhere, are a statement of intent
on where this Administration wants Ghana to be
within the foreseeable future.
Madam Speaker, agreements covering these
projects will be laid before the House shortly, and
I count on the ready support of Honourable
Members so that we can get going, because as the
old adage goes, “Time and tide wait for no man.”
MIDDLE - INCOME  STATUS
Madam Speaker, following the rebasing of the
economic indices of our nation, we are now, at
least in theory, a middle-income economy. I use
the phrase, “in theory,” advisedly, because when
we compare the levels of development in other
middle-income countries, it would seem we have
a lot of catching-up to do. The substantial invest-
ments that we secure in road and rail construc-
tion, the oil and gas industry, education, health,
provision of water, electricity, and even waste
management will take us closer to the levels
achieved by other middle-income countries.
The provisional results of the 2010 census 
put Ghana’s population at a little over 24 million,
compared to the 2000 population figure of around
18 million. While awaiting the final figures for
the 2010 census, it is clear that we have a lot of
planning to do to raise living standards to levels
commensurate with our middle-income status.
Madam Speaker, the year 2010 certainly
ended on a high, with the pumping of our oil in
commercial quantities. As we join the ranks of
oil-producing countries and thank the Almighty
for the many gifts he has bestowed upon this
nation, I assure Ghanaians that this Government
will account for every pesewa of the oil revenue.
Madam Speaker, I know that the majority of
Ghanaians accept that the policies and priorities
of this government are aimed in the right direc-
tion. I am also aware of the expectations for
Government to act to lessen the economic burden,
especially following the increases in prices of
some petroleum products. A Social Democratic
Government such as ours gains nothing politically
by increasing petroleum prices.
It is our duty, however, to find a real and last-
ing solution to the Tema Oil Refinery (TOR)
debt, even as we watch with some trepidation 
the rising crude oil prices on the world market. 
I am not interested in interminable arguments
over the issue of the TOR debt. What I know is
that the debt must be settled for the sake of a
healthy, sustainable economy, and for the sake 
of ensuring that we can adequately cater to our
development needs.
Madam Speaker, this Administration has been
bold and courageous in taking steps toward the
implementation of the single-spine salary regime.
The new salary structure goes a long way in
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bringing equity and improvement in salaries,
especially in the public sector. My appreciation
goes to the leadership of organized labour and its
rank-and-file for the patience and maturity they
continue to show at various stages of implemen-
tation. Negotiations on a new minimum wage
have been completed, and the result is likely to
influence collective bargaining negotiations. My
appeal is for moderation in wage demands,
because large wage bills means less money for
investment in needed infrastructure and provision
for social amenities.
GOVERNANCE
Madam Speaker, in the sphere of governance, the
Constitution Review Commission has, since its
inauguration last year, employed a consultations
strategy that is geared towards ensuring that
Ghanaians within and outside the country get the
opportunity to make inputs into the review
process. I am informed that it has targeted March
1-5 for the National Constitutional Conference,
which will finalise the amendment proposal to the
constitution. Our objective is therefore on course.
Madam Speaker, it is the intention of
Government to ensure that relevant, completed,
and ongoing policy reforms will be duly merged
with the constitution review exercise to ensure 
a product that is holistic and reflective of our
common heritage as Ghanaians. These other ini-
tiatives include the new Decentralisation Policy
Framework, the proposal from the Presidential
Committee on Emoluments, and the revised 
legislation on the Oil and Gas Sector. In that
vein, I will urge Honourable Members to join in
sustaining the review process by encouraging a
“yes” vote at any referendum that may be
required and by supporting the passage of any
amendment bills that come before the House.
Madam Speaker, the performance of the
Electoral Commission (EC) in the district-level
elections has been a matter of public concern,
especially with the next Presidential and
Parliamentary elections around the corner. I
hope what happened in the district-level elections
was a one-time mishap and, for the 2012 elections,
the EC will live up to its acclaimed reputation as
one of the best in the world. Government will
continue to support the EC and ensure that we
come out of the 2012 election with additional
high-flying democratic credentials.
WOMEN  AND  GOVERNANCE
Madam Speaker, we indicated our general accept-
ance of the objectives of the 2004 “Women’s
Manifesto for Ghana,” which are based on the
achievement of gender equality and equity in
national development in our own Manifesto of
2008. This year, the Ministry of Women and
Children’s Affairs will work with the sponsors of
the Women’s Manifesto and other stakeholders 
to incorporate its key demands in a revised
“Affirmative Action for Women” plan, which 
we hope to finalise by the end of the year.
ENERGY
Madam Speaker, I have already made reference
to the commissioning of oil from the Jubilee
field. It is important to conclude the passage of
the Petroleum Commission Bill before Parliament
in order to give legal backing to issues of local
content and participation in the petroleum sector.
Madam Speaker, this Government remains
committed to providing an adequate and reliable
supply of energy to households and industry. The
supply of natural gas from Nigeria through the
West Africa Gas pipeline project commenced in
March last year. This fuels two 100-megawatt gas
turbines of the Volta River Authority (VRA), as
well as the Ho Asogli Thermal Plant.
Last year, the Aboadze to Volta transmission
line was synchronized to the National Grid. 
The construction of a 132-megawatt thermal
power station in Takoradi also began last year
and is scheduled for completion at the end of this
year. In the course of this year, we will be seeking
parliamentary approval for financing arrange-
ments for the Takoradi International Company
for the expansion of its capacity from 220 to 
330 megawatts.
New high-capacity power transformers have
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been installed in Kumasi, Ho, Anekpe, Techiman,
and Takoradi to increase transmission capacity
and ensure reliable supply at these stations. The
Electricity Company of Ghana (ECG) is also
undertaking construction of primary substations
in Accra, Tema, and Kumasi. Over the past two
years, 705 towns have been connected to the
national electricity grid. As part of the continu-
ous exercise of extending electricity to rural com-
munities, in 2011, more communities, especially
in the Western, Volta, Central, Northern, Upper
West, and Upper East Regions, will be connected
to the national electricity grid to close the
regional distribution gap.
AGR ICULTURE
Madam Speaker, modernizing agriculture,
enhancing food security, and creating job oppor-
tunities along the entire agricultural value chain
are priorities of this Administration. There have
been notable increases of maize, rice, sorghum,
plantain, and yam production. The goal of this
Administration to make locally-produced food
more abundant and affordable is on course.
The implementation plan for the National
Irrigation Policy will be completed and launched
during 2011. The first phase of the Accra Plains
Irrigation Project, covering an area of about
5,000 hectares, will be implemented to promote
double- and, where possible, triple-cropping of
vegetables and cereals.
The Youth in Agriculture Programme has
chalked some degree of success, and its scope 
will be expanded this year. The National Buffer
Stock Company will this year improve its storage
capacity of 34,000 metric tonnes to at least
60,000 metric tonnes. The company will also
acquire a modern rice mill to enhance the pro-
cessing of local paddy rice. 
The Export Development Investment Fund
(EDIF) will be converted to the Export
Development and Agriculture Investment Fund
(EDAIF). This will enable the agency to support
entrepreneurs and investors with needed credit in
the agricultural sector as well.
F ISHER IES  COLLEGE
In fulfillment of a promise in our manifesto, the
Ministry of Agriculture will collaborate with the
University of Cape Coast to establish a Fisheries
College at Anomabo in the Central Region. The
satellite campus is expected to train professional
technicians who will help to modernize Ghana’s
fishing industry.
HEALTH
Madam Speaker, in order to achieve the health-
related Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
by 2015, Government will continue to concen-
trate on improving health outcomes by targeting
resources towards the health of women and chil-
dren, and the prevention and control of commu-
nicable and non-communicable diseases.
The National Health Insurance Scheme
(NHIS) will continue to provide financial risk
protection against the cost of basic quality health
care for all citizens in Ghana. 
Madam Speaker, even though there are 
geographical hotspots in the country, we have
continued to reduce our national HIV/AIDS
prevalence rate, which currently stands at 1.9
percent, and aim to achieve virtual elimination 
of mother-to-child HIV transmission within the
next five years.
Ghanaians will be happy to note that we are
on the verge of once again eradicating the guinea
worm disease in Ghana. Since May 2010, when
the last case was reported, we have not seen any
case of guinea worm in Ghana.
Madam Speaker, in the area of health infra-
structure, the construction works on district hos-
pitals will continue. Regional hospitals and staff
housing at Wa, Kumasi, Sekondi-Takoradi, and
Tema will commence. Other projects include the
ongoing refurbishment of the Tamale Teaching
Hospital and the expansion of radiotherapy and
nuclear medicine centres at the Korle-Bu and
Komfo Anokye Teaching hospitals.
Madam Speaker, following the passage of the
Mental Health Act, Government will adopt a
community mental health care strategy to facilitate
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the implementation of the Act. The required leg-
islative instrument to operationalise other aspects
of the Act will also be laid before Parliament.
EDUCAT ION
Madam Speaker, this year, we will further inten-
sify our commitment to free exercise books and
schools uniforms, and to turning more schools
under trees into bricks-and-mortar classroom
blocks. We will also expand the Capitation Grant
as well as the School Feeding Programme support.
The latter program has been restructured in such
a way that the development partners, who earlier
pulled out on account of poor financial and pro-
curement audit reports, are considering resuming
their financial support for the programme. Gov-
ernment will continue to provide incentives and
motivation packages for teachers, especially those
in deprived areas.
Madam Speaker, in the coordinated pro-
gramme of economic and social development
policies I referred to earlier, we have noted the
rate at which the computerized placement mech-
anism is blocking access to second-cycle education
by pupils from basic schools in the catchment
areas. It has therefore been decided that from the
2011-2012 academic year, the policy of selecting
30 percent of first-year students from within a
ten-mile radius of schools will be restored.
Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Science and
Technology has already begun distributing 
computer notebooks to brilliant but needy science
students. In line with Government’s vision to
expand information and communication technol-
ogy (ICT) infrastructure development, this
Administration has also put in place a Tertiary
Internal Access Programme (TIIAP) of institutions
to benefit from a discounted laptop scheme. 
The first batch of beneficiaries of the Mathe-
matics, Science, and Technology Scholarship
Scheme, as promised in our manifesto, will be
awarded scholarships before the end of March.
The scheme covers needy but brilliant science-
biased students in second-cycle and tertiary-
level institutions.
Madam Speaker, Government will continue to
support the expansion of specialized education,
including those in the private sector, but will not
allow a mushrooming of institutions without the
appropriate accreditation. 
As you are aware, I have already cut the sod
for work to begin on the promised two additional
public universities in the Volta and Brong 
Ahafo Regions.
Madam Speaker, the sod-cutting for construc-
tion of the University of Health and Allied
Sciences in the Volta Region, as well as the
University of Energy and Natural Resources in
the Brong Ahafo Region, is ample testimony to
our commitment to breathe life into our mani-
festo pledges.
Ongoing or completed projects include 
Tetteh Quashie-Madina, Asankragwa-Enchi,
Achimota-Ofankor, and Kumasi-Techiman 
(phase 2). The Eastern Corridor road, which
links Accra through the Volta Region to the
Northern Region, will begin in earnest once 
this august House approves the financing
arrangements. A number of feeder road projects
were completed in 2010, and more are to follow
this year.
And Madam Speaker, we cannot fail to notice
that traffic lights in major urban centres, including
some lights that had ceased functioning for about
ten years, have been replaced with modern signals
designed to work even when there are power 
outages. Our busy intersections have therefore
become less hazardous for motorists. 
Of course, there is still a lot of work to be
done, and we are not relenting in our effort in
this regard.
HOUS ING
Madam Speaker, the sod has just been cut for
construction of an initial 30,000 housing units
out of a total of 200,000 units to be completed in
five years. The first phase of the 30,000 units is
targeted at the security agencies in all the ten
regions in order to provide decent and acceptable
accommodation for our men and women in uni-
form. Subsequently, all other categories of work-
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ers will also benefit from the increase in our
housing stock.
WATER
Madam Speaker, some progress is being made 
in the existing water supply situation. Through
rationing, many parts of Accra now have access to
water. The rehabilitation of the water treatment
plant and pipelines at Kpong, which is expected
to start this year, as well as the ongoing Accra
Tema Metropolitan Assembly (ATMA) Rural
Water Supply Project will go a long way in further
improving water supply.
The Kwanyako-Kasoa Water Interconnection
Project has brought relief to the people of Kasoa,
Awutu, Senya Beraku, Gomoa Fetteh, and its
environs. The expansion of Kumasi Barekese
Water Treatment Plant has also been completed.
Water treatment plants at Konongo, Kumamwu,
and Kwahu, and other projects covering Damongo,
Essakyer, Bolgatanga, Navrongo, and Bongo, as
well as several other district capitals and towns
throughout the country are concrete evidence of
our determination to meet the Millennium
Development Goals for water for all by 2015. 
EMPLOYMENT
Madam Speaker, our massive infrastructure
expansion plans in the areas of housing, roads,
and railways will open up lots of job opportunities
for many categories of our labour force.
The National Youth Employment Programme
(NYEP) continues to expand its operations and is
giving employment to lots of our youth. Our
Youth in Agriculture Programme is also going to
create more jobs, especially after the Accra Plains
irrigation project takes off.
Madam Speaker, our security agencies have
already started recruitment exercises that will see
a number of our youth in uniform once they
complete their training programmes. It is also
anticipated that once our financial institutions
respond appropriately and reduce the cost of
credit, the ability to access loans will stimulate
industry growth, which will in turn create oppor-
tunities for job creation.
YOUTH  AND SPORTS  DEVELOPMENT
Madam Speaker, my Christmas card for last year
featured a picture of the gallant Black Stars, who
did the nation proud in the 2010 World Cup in
South Africa. I meant it as a signal that our coun-
try’s heroes will always be remembered and that
Ghana is worth dying for. Once again, on behalf
of all the people of Ghana, I congratulate them
for doing the nation proud.
We must strive to maintain the high standards
Ghana has set in world football. In this regard,
the Youth and Sports Ministry is being tasked to
collaborate with the Ghana Football Association
(GFA) and private stakeholders to rebuild colts
football as a base for the growth of Ghana’s foot-
ball. Other sporting disciplines will also be used
as rallying points to harness the potential of 
the youth.
Madam Speaker, we are going to make an
effort to reorient the psyche of our youth towards
what we consider to be Ghanaians values, espe-
cially on the issue of moral consciousness. 
The Ministry of Education will be working in
conjunction with the Ministry of Chieftaincy and
Culture, as well as the relevant state and private
entities, to reinforce arts and culture festivals in
second-cycle institutions. Also, choral festivals
will be organized from the district to the national
level. The idea is to have a National Festival of
Arts, Culture, and Choral Music championed by
the youth to reignite their sense of belonging.
CORRUPT ION
Madam Speaker, one governance issue that will
forever remain close to my heart, is the fight
against corruption. As a way of strengthening the
institutions of state for the fight against corrup-
tion and providing the needed teeth to bite, the
Serious Fraud Office (SFO) has been reengi-
neered with prosecutorial powers and named the
Economic and Organised Crime Office (EOCO).
About a fortnight ago, Ghanaians watched a
shocking exposé of corrupt activities and prac-
tices involving revenue collection at the Tema
Port. Last year, there was a similar exposé on
cocoa smuggling along the country’s borders.
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I expect the Ghana Revenue Authority to
relentlessly pursue people who fail to declare or
under-declare incomes simply to avoid paying
taxes. The principle of equity demands that the
burden of tax should be shared among all citizens.
I also expect the management of the Ghana
Revenue and Customs Excise and Preventive
Services (CEPS) to act without delay to restore
public confidence in the organization.
Madam Speaker, with respect to the Ghana
Standards Board and Food and Drugs Board, I
expect them to collaborate to stop the dumping
of substandard goods on the Ghanaian market.
Madam Speaker, I am also concerned about
reports from the Auditor-General of lack of
cooperation by some government departments.
Accordingly, I have directed the Auditor-General
to invoke the letter and spirit of Act 584 on the
withholding of salaries and other emoluments
and privileges to persons who fail to heed queries
from the Auditor-General’s Department.
Madam Speaker, we will continue to cooperate
with civil society and anti-corruption agencies to
wage a concerted war against corruption.
SECUR ITY  AND  PUBL IC  SAFETY
Madam Speaker, we are not taking lightly the
potential threats to the security of the oil and 
gas industry.
The government has taken steps to enable 
the Ghana Navy to maintain a strong maritime
presence. The Ghana Air Force is also being
reequipped with transport aircraft, surveillance
planes, and helicopters. These will enhance the
capacity of the Ghana Armed Forces to ensure
the country’s territorial integrity and provide safe
sea passage to all legitimate traffic, while combat-
ing illegal activities, including bunkering, drug
trafficking, poaching, and pair trawling.
Madam Speaker, without doubt, the Ghana
Police Service, with the help of other security
agencies, has clamped down heavily on crime,
especially armed robbery. I am not saying that
there are no cases of robbery; what I am saying is
that the armed robbers are no longer operating
with impunity. This year, with the recruitment of
an additional 3,200 personnel to beef up the Police
Service, crime will be fought with extra zeal. 
I am concerned with cases of unsolved murders
and expect the Police Administration to seek
external help and collaboration when necessary.
Late last year, I ordered the reopening of investi-
gations into the serial killings of women that
occurred in the period 1998-2000. That sad
chapter in our history will not be closed until 
we get to the bottom of those serial killings.
Still on security, Madam Speaker, fire out-
breaks continue to cause havoc throughout the
county, especially in the markets. In this action
year, I expect district, municipal, and metropolitan
chief executives to mount a serious check on 
violations of regulations and bylaws, and remove
unauthorized structures that obstruct access to
markets, drains, and fire hydrants. Public institu-
tions are also expected to follow up fire audit
reports and improve safety. This year, the fire
service is expected to take delivery of a fairly
large number of firefighting engines and gear 
for its personnel.
Madam Speaker, as Commander in Chief of
the Ghana Armed Forces, and having sworn to
protect the integrity of mother Ghana, I have put
security agencies on red alert, and they are under
strict instructions to deal decisively within the
ambit of the law with anybody or group of persons
who will attempt to disturb the peace and stability
of this dear nation of ours. We will not sit idly 
by and allow some persons to throw this country
into a state of chaos just to satisfy their self-
centered and inordinate political desires.
WAR  ON  DRUGS
Madam Speaker, when I stood before this House
in my first year as President, I pledged to wage 
a concerted and relentless war against the drug
menace. Two years down the line, I can confi-
dently say to the people of Ghana that we have
acquitted ourselves very well in this regard. I
have no regret subjecting myself to a body check
at the Kotoka International Airport. It is the
surest way to lead by example, as well as energize
the National Narcotics Control Board (NACOB)
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officials not to allow any official, or persons 
purporting to be so, to bully them.
Madam Speaker, in the wake of recent startling
revelations about the unacceptable extent to
which Ghana was used as a major link in the drug
trade, I have decided to reopen a full-scale inves-
tigation into the disappearance of cocaine from
the police vault as well as the seventy-seven
parcels of cocaine that entered Ghana’s territorial
waters aboard the MV Benjamin vessel and mys-
teriously went missing. I do this in the knowledge
that administrative enquiries were conducted into
both cases. 
The twist, however, is that the missing cocaine
was not found and the culprits were not identified.
With a Presidential Commission of Enquiry, we
hope to be able to do both.
We will not relent in our fight against the 
narcotics trade, and I believe that the majority of
Ghanaians are happy not to be waking up to daily
stories of cocaine here, cocaine there, and
cocaine everywhere. We will continue to make
Ghana an unattractive destination for the narcotics
trade and will collaborate fully with cross-border
and other foreign operatives to flush out the drug
barons and their couriers.
DISC IPL INE
Madam Speaker, it is a fact that when it comes 
to discipline on our roads, we cannot produce a
script that we can be proud of. We are constantly
waking up to gory stories about the carnage on
our roads. This cannot continue. We cannot con-
tinue to sit and watch the wanton loss of precious
lives. I have given strict instructions to the Ghana
police and other law enforcement agencies to
rigidly apply the appropriate sanctions in dealing
with all who fall foul of traffic laws.
I have also instructed the Driver Vehicle
Licencing Authority (DVLA) to conduct an
immediate review of the processes for acquiring
licenses. This is to ensure that we do not issue
licenses to people who are not qualified to have
them. The Attorney General’s office is to review
and strengthen legislation to ensure drivers and
owners of broken-down vehicles that stay on the
roads and cause accidents or death pay the price
for it.
LAW AND  ORDER  AND  MED IA
Madam Speaker, all of us subscribe to the rule of
law and free speech. It is not enough to believe
or proclaim, but rather to practice one’s belief 
in an acceptable and peaceful manner. Political
stability is the gift of political discipline by all
actors. Those of us in leadership positions 
bear the heaviest burden in ensuring that our
actions and utterances do not incite people with
different views.
The media also have a huge responsibility in this
effort. We must all encourage rational exchanges
among reasonable people with different views.
Let us all keep one thing in mind: just because
you have the right to say something does not
mean you should. Exercising good judgment is
important. We must not always find fault with
others; sometimes it also helps to tell stories
about Ghanaians rising to the occasion.
Madam Speaker, the draft Broadcasting Bill
has been too long on the drawing board. It is
time to seriously consider its enactment to help
control the excesses that sometimes characterise
exchanges in the electronic media. My expecta-
tions are that when the time comes, the debate
on its provisions will not fall into predictable 
patterns of partisan discourse.
FORE IGN  POL ICY
Finally, Madam Speaker, a word on our foreign
policy. I believe we have abundant experience and
expertise in this country in the art of diplomacy
and peacekeeping. We will draw on this expertise
in our common desire to help our brothers and
sisters in Côte d’Ivoire find a lasting solution to
the political impasse there.
This is not the moment for anyone with the
interest of Ghana at heart to start beating war
drums. I will always respect and support calm 
and thoughtful resolution of disputes.
Ghana will continue to participate and support
peacekeeping initiatives across the world to the
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extent that our resources and capacity will permit.
We are keeping an eye on events in North Africa
and hope that things will simmer down quickly. 
Soon, Africa will welcome Southern Sudan as
a new country, following the conclusive results of
the referendum held recently. The Government
of Sudan deserves commendation for the cooper-
ative spirit with which it has handled the process.
CONCLUS ION
Madam Speaker, I am confident that the chal-
lenges notwithstanding, the policy choices and
concrete development programme of this Admin-
istration will raise Ghana to the next level with
its promise of a better Ghana.
In the two years of this Administration, our
preoccupation has been to restore the economy
to good health, improve living conditions, and
rehabilitate and expand infrastructure, as well as
strengthen democratic institutions and practice.
My pledge is to build a better Ghana, and I
will remain anchored to that pledge.
Today, in addition to cocoa, gold, and other
natural resources, we also have oil. God forbid
we let this moment slip through our hands. 
That is why as president, I will remain focused
and continue to serve this country with a clear
conscience as we begin the third-year of this
Administration. 
It is my firm conviction that if we spend a 
little bit more of our time looking up, instead 
of spending all the time looking down, we will
accept that we are a blessed people living in a
blessed nation.
Madam Speaker, we have no other place
called home. That is why we must allow the
things that unite us to override the things that
divide us. Whether from the East, West, North,
or South, we are all Ghanaians. No one group is
superior to the others; we are one people with a
common destiny, so we must forge ahead with a
united sense of purpose of building a nation that
this generation and future generations will be
proud of.
And let no one think that inciting or priming
others for violence is the way to determine the
outcome of elections. This country has come too
far to travel down that road again. The foundation
we have laid for peace, stability, and for the
building of a better Ghana will endure.
Madam Speaker, Ghana will not die; Ghana
will live to proclaim the glory of God.
Madam Speaker, we have built a solid founda-
tion; we will build a solid structure, and we will
build a better Ghana.
May God continue to bless our homeland
Ghana and make us great and strong.
I thank you for the opportunity, and I thank
you for your kind attention.
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Speech by His Excellency 
Mwai Kibaki, C.G.H., M.P., 
President and Commander In Chief 
of the Defence Forces of the 
Republic of Kenya, on the 
Occasion of the Forty-eighth
Madaraka Day Celebrations 
Nyayo Stadium
Nairobi, Kenya
June 1, 2011
Fellow Kenyans, 
I am delighted to join you as we commemorate
the forty-eighth anniversary of our attainment of
internal self-rule. On June 1, 1963, our founding
father, Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, stood on the stairs
of Harambee House and proclaimed to the world
that we had attained our Madaraka. On that day,
flanked by his compatriots, Mzee Kenyatta out-
lined the vision of our country. He eloquently
spoke of the need to fight ignorance, disease, 
and poverty.
On this day, therefore, we take stock of the
journey we have travelled as a nation, in living up
to the cherished dream of our founding fathers.
We also thank God for his great mercies and
blessings and dedicate our nation unto him.
Fellow Kenyans, the vision outlined by our
founding fathers has been the inspiration behind
the Government’s heavy investments in the social
sectors. Our aim has been that all our children
have a decent education that will provide them
with good prospects for the future. Primary, 
secondary, and university education sectors have
greatly expanded. Today, close to 9 million chil-
dren are enjoying free primary education, while
our total university enrollment has reached the
200,000 mark.
I am proud of the many Kenyans who, after
work and on weekends, go to institutions of
higher learning to advance their knowledge and
skills so that they can make more significant 
contributions to our country.
In order to consolidate our gains in the educa-
tion sector, a task force has been established to
review education, training, and research. This task
force will propose an appropriate education man-
agement system at the national and county levels.
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In the health sector, the Government has
invested massive resources to improve services 
to our people. In 1997, the country had only
1,200 public health facilities. This has now 
risen to 7,260.
Many of the new public health facilities 
have been developed using the Constituency
Development Fund and the Economic Stimulus
Package. These initiatives have brought health-
care closer to the people across the country. 
We have stepped up immunization against pre-
ventable diseases. This service is free throughout
the country in public health facilities. As a result,
deaths among children under the age of five years
have been reduced by 36 percent.
Besides immunization, major strides have
been made in the anti-malaria campaign. Eleven
million mosquito nets have so far been provided
to Kenyan families as a defensive barrier against
malaria infections. Deaths from malaria among
children less than five years of age in malaria-
endemic districts have dropped by 44 percent. 
As a result, our country has not experienced
malaria epidemics in the last eight years.
Another health challenge of our time has been
HIV/AIDS. Despite the continued spread of the
disease globally, in the last decade, Kenya has
registered tremendous success in curbing trans-
mission. Kenya has recorded a drop in HIV
prevalence from a high of 13.4 percent in 2000 
to 6.2 percent last year.
Overall, Kenya is one of the countries with
the highest number of patients on the life-pro-
longing antiretroviral treatment. Currently, about
460,000 patients are on treatment, up from a
mere 2,000 in 2003. This treatment is provided
free of charge in public health facilities. Despite
these gains, however, all Kenyans must be alert to
the dangers of HIV/AIDS. Personal responsibility
and behavioural change is critical if we are to win
the war against this deadly disease.
Fellow Kenyans, the other great vision that
our founding fathers had was the fight against
poverty. This fight will be won through a grow-
ing and equitable economy. Last year, the econo-
my grew by 5.6 percent. Our Vision Twenty
Thirty targets a sustained 10 percent economic
growth per annum. We must, therefore, make
every effort to ensure that we remain on the
growth path.
To grow our economy, we have placed much
emphasis on agriculture and livestock. These 
sectors produce a significant portion of our GDP
and provide a source of livelihood for the majority
of our population.
The agriculture sector achieved a growth rate
of 6.3 percent last year, up from negative 4.6 per-
cent in 2008. The Government will continue to
support our farmers and livestock keepers in their
activities. This year, we will spend Ksh400 million
to provide free seed to farmers and Ksh3.8 billion
for fertilizer subsidies throughout the country.
We will also continue with our livestock off-take
programme in areas hit by drought.
These are short-term measures to cope with
the drought situation and mitigate increasing
food prices. Other specific measures being taken
to boost agriculture and livestock sectors include:
• Kenya agricultural productivity and 
agri-business programme, 
• Small-scale horticultural marketing pro-
gramme, 
• Irrigated food security economic stimulus
programme, 
• Construction of abattoirs in Northern
Kenya, and 
• Promotion of the fishing industry through
construction of fish ponds in several
constituencies around the country.
These programmes, in conjunction with the
steps we are taking to upgrade roads, electricity,
and marketing infrastructure in the rural areas,
will help transform agriculture into a profitable
commercial venture. This will ensure food secu-
rity and create employment for our people.
Fellow Kenyans,
Although the economy has grown over the
last few years, it has not been able to create 
sufficient jobs for our well-educated and skilled
young people. The Government is, therefore,
undertaking initiatives aimed at reducing youth
unemployment. Gains made on the previous 
initiatives, such as Kazi Kwa Vijana and the
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Economic Stimulus programmes, will be consoli-
dated and harnessed: the lessons learnt will be
used to improve future programming. We will
also do everything within our power to broaden
business opportunities available by improving the
investment climate in the country. The future of
our economy will also depend on the ability to
venture into business and add value to our products.
We have expanded the infrastructure and
financial services to support the growth of business
and productivity as an effective way of creating
jobs for our people. The opportunities are there,
and I urge Kenyans to take advantage of them
and turn them into job-creating and wealth-
generating opportunities.
I also call upon our big companies to mentor
and support upcoming businesses by providing
them with management skills and marketing link-
ages. Our national attitudes are changing in favor
of initiating businesses.
I am proud of the many young Kenyans who,
through their own initiative and enterprise, have
been able to nurture companies that have become
significant employers. Other young Kenyans have
contributed to the provision of our public trans-
port through boda boda operations. They are 
providing public transport to Kenyans living in
parts of the country not easily accessible by other
forms of transport. Boda boda have created a
source of livelihood for thousands of our young
people. The Government will work closely with
boda boda operators to ensure more safety and
avoid deaths and injuries on our roads.
Fellow Kenyans, 
I am fully aware of the hardships being faced
by Kenyans due to increased food and fuel prices.
To alleviate the current situation, we are under-
taking various short-term measures to cushion
Kenyans. These include zero-rating duty on
paraffin and drastically reducing duty on diesel.
In the long-term, the Government is actively
engaging in the development of other sources of
energy such as geothermal, coal, solar, and wind.
Plans are also underway to put in place up to
three months’ fuel in storage facilities. We will
also encourage more competition in the oil
industry. This will reduce the drastic changes in
fuel prices that we are currently experiencing.
Turning to the issue of food security, the
Government is building strategic grain reserves to
8 million bags of maize to ensure ready availability
of food in the country. We intend to hold this
maize stock at all times to mitigate impacts of 
the cycle of droughts. In the parts of the country
currently experiencing drought, the Government
will expand the free food relief programmes.
In the long-term, we are putting in place 
concrete strategies to facilitate the moving away
from rain-fed to irrigated agriculture. We are
also undertaking the construction of several
major dams around the country to increase 
water availability.
Fellow Kenyans, 
I would like to reiterate the Government’s
unrelenting commitment to the provision of
security for all. Measures have been taken to con-
tain all forms of crime across the country. We
have intensified patrols along our borders. I also
wish to reassure all Kenyans that the islands of
Migingo and Ugingo lie squarely within Kenyan
territory in Lake Victoria. There should, there-
fore, be no cause for alarm on this issue.
Let me also reiterate that as a country, we
shall always opt for diplomacy and dialogue
whenever an issue arises with our neighbours. 
We should always remember that Kenya is the
biggest promoter of regional integration.
Let us always aspire to live harmoniously with
our neighbours. A peaceful region holds much
promise for our people who have the great
potential to do business and get jobs across 
our borders.
Fellow Kenyans, 
We are gathered here at a time of great prom-
ise for our nation. The enactment of our new
Constitution last August will remain an impor-
tant milestone in the history of our nation. The
Grand Coalition Government has initiated the
process of fully implementing the Constitution.
Consequently, various Bills have been pre-
pared and are in the process of being enacted
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into law. Key among them are laws relating 
to reforms in the Judiciary. Other main areas 
of focus include the electoral, devolution, and
land laws.
I call upon Parliament to give priority to all
Bills giving effect to the Constitution. I have
already directed all government ministries and
departments to draft Bills well ahead of the 
timelines stipulated in the Fifth Schedule of 
the Constitution.
The Cabinet will also discuss and approve 
all Bills presented by various ministries in the
shortest time possible. Moreover, I encourage
members of the public to participate fully in
stakeholder consultations being held on various
aspects of the Constitution. That way, we will 
all play a part in shaping the legislation required
to put in place various aspects of our new
Constitution.
Before I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to remind us all that the attainment of Madaraka
came with immense responsibility. We have indi-
vidual responsibilities to ourselves, our families,
and the nation. Let us seek to create a law-abid-
ing, peaceful, and orderly society that will result
in the economic prosperity for all Kenyans. 
Eight years ago on Madaraka day, I spoke to
you, my fellow Kenyans on the need to build a
working and caring nation. On that day, I out-
lined what we needed to do to make our institu-
tions start working again. I appealed for hard
work and commitment to our country.
I thank the Kenyan people for their support 
in building our working nation. Let us always
remember that peace, national reconciliation, and
healing are key ingredients in building our nation.
On this day, therefore, let us all rededicate
ourselves to nation building as envisioned by 
our founding fathers.
Thank you, and God bless you all.
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Annual Message by Her Excellency
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of 
the Republic of Liberia, to the 
Sixth Session of the Fifty-Second
National Legislature
“Our Nation is Heading in the Right
Direction”
Monrovia, Liberia
January 24, 2011
Mr. Vice President and President of the Senate; 
Mr. Speaker;
Mr. President Pro-Tempore; 
Honorable Members of the Legislature; 
Your Honor the Chief Justice and Associate
Justices of the Supreme Court, and Members of
the Judiciary; 
The Dean and Members of the Cabinet and
Other Government Officials;
Mr. Doyen, Excellencies and Members of the
Diplomatic Corps; 
Her Excellency, the Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
in Liberia;
Officers and Staff of the United Nations Mission
in Liberia (UNMIL); 
The Command Officer-in-Charge, Men and
Women of the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL); 
Former President and Mrs. Moses Blah; 
Former Officials of Government; 
Former Chairman of the Interim Government of
National Unity, Dr. Amos Sawyer;
Traditional Leaders, Chiefs and Elders; 
Ambassador George Weah – thank you for
coming – and Other Political and Business
Leaders; 
Officers and Members of the National Bar
Association; 
Labor and Trade Unions; 
Youth and Student Organizations; 
Civil Society Organizations; Members of the
Press; 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen; 
Special Guests; Fellow Liberians: 
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INTRODUCT ION  
When Presidents speak to this honorable body
and the nation from this podium, they report on
the long range of legislative and executive activi-
ties to date. We will meet the constitutional
requirement in this regard. But this year’s Mes-
sage is special because these are not ordinary
times for Liberia. We have an opportunity to
look back not only at the last year, but also at the
last five years, and remember where we have
come from. And, we have an opportunity to look
forward, into the future, to where we are going
and the challenges that we face. Our country
stands at a crossroads, and together we must
choose the right path.
Five years ago, we began a historic journey
together, looking toward new shores where
peace, stability, and a new culture would unite us
as a nation. This was a journey filled with uncer-
tainties because, for most Liberians who have
lived through the past three decades, and for
those born during the years of war, hope had all
but ceased to exist.
We knew that the problems we faced were
immense, but inspired by the resilience of the
people who elected us, we understood that to
keep and deliver on the promise to them, we had
to be diligent. We understood that we had to
answer three fundamental questions: First, how
do we quickly rebuild to make the dream of
opportunity a reality for all Liberians who are
willing to work for it? Second, how do we meet
the challenges our country faces together, as one
Liberia? And, third, how do we preserve our
peace as we move into the future?
Given our recent history, most Liberians did
not expect to have much to celebrate in the year
2011. Our people had been battered and
oppressed for so long that they started to slip
into the deepest form of cynicism and despair.
The nation was gripped by economic distress,
social decline, and political disarray. As I took 
the oath of office, I had no doubt of the immen-
sity of the problems facing us. 
I found my inspiration and my strength in the
resilience of the people of Liberia, those who
never gave up, those who toiled in every possible
way to keep this nation going, and those who
fought every day for peace, justice, and a fair
society. When we walked into office, just deciding
what to prioritize was a test of its own: schools,
salaries, health care centers, roads, jobs, you
name it. It was all lacking. There was no time to
pick and choose. The people had been waiting
for any glimmer of hope for so long! We were
aware of the expectations trap, which leads to 
disappointment and resentment. So we had to
move quickly on all fronts. 
I knew from day one—in fact long before I
got into office—that the first and most crucial
issue was to allow Liberians to have freedom, a
chance to think freely and act freely and feel that
this nation, born out of the great dream of free-
dom and opportunity for all, could now start to
fulfill its promises. This nation of 163 years had
lacked a few fundamentals that were enshrined in
the founding documents: a land of personal free-
dom, equal opportunity, and a government that
cares for its entire people, not just a few, but all
of us.
Throughout my political life, whatever I have
done, whatever I have written, whatever I have
said, has always been an attempt to be part of the
processes of change in the pursuit of the noble
goals that led to the creation of Liberia. In
today’s Annual Message, I will highlight where
our Government met the country in 2006, how
far we have brought it today, and what remains 
to be done to build the future we have all sought
for so long.
We have come a long way already. There is no
doubt that we have reached this far in our national
renewal because of the resilience, patience, and
understanding of the ordinary Liberian citizen.
Without you, it would have been impossible to
make such great strides in so short a time. But
the job is not finished. The future now requires
our attention, our continued focus, and our unity.
If we choose the right path together, we can
make our great country prosperous once again.
It is, therefore, my profound honor to perform
this duty for the sixth time. And so, in reverence
towards Almighty God by whose Providence we
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are guided, and in memory of the departed leaders
and citizens who are no longer with us, please
join me in a moment of silence. 
LEG ISLAT IVE  AGENDA
Mr. Speaker, Mr. President Pro-Tempore, Hon-
orable Members of the Legislature: Consistent
with our total commitment to the tenets of
democracy, we have enhanced the separation of
powers, breaking away from the past when every
other branch of government was a rubber stamp
for the Executive Mansion. The strength of our
democratic process will be measured by the inde-
pendence of the Legislature and the Judiciary. 
I want to express our gratitude to your august
body for enacting into law thirty pieces of legisla-
tion that were important in meeting our develop-
ment goals under the Poverty Reduction Strategy
(PRS). My office submitted twenty-five pieces of
legislation to this honorable body; fourteen were
passed into law during its Fifth Session and
eleven are in deliberations in committee rooms.
Five legislative instruments submitted to this
honorable body in previous years were also
enacted into law during the Fifth Session. If 
anyone says you don’t work, I can correct them!
There is more to come, and we expect more 
from you, because the people of Liberia expect 
so much from us all.
During the year under review, our administra-
tion issued six executive orders in the interests of
the public or to meet emergencies that could not
await the lengthy legislative process to run its
course. These included orders to suspend road
and equipment tariffs, grant amnesty on tax
arrears, and restore a total ban on firearms. 
Honorable Members of the Legislature, we
appreciate your continuous support and seek
your usual cooperation for the enactment or 
ratification of draft legislation still pending
before you. These include the Code of Conduct
for Public Servants, the Children Protection 
Bill, and the Africa Youth Charter. 
As we enter the Sixth Session of the Fifty-
Second Legislature and the final year of this
administration, I will submit to your honorable
body several acts intended to tackle some of 
our social, political, and economic challenges.
They are: 
• The National Insurance Act; 
• The National Insurance Commission Act; 
• The revised Act, providing for Retirement
Pensions for the elected officials and political
appointees who have served their country;
• The Copyright Act of Liberia; 
• The Industrial Property Act; 
• The State-Owned Enterprises Act; and
• The Education Reform Act.
Mr. Vice President and President of the
Senate, I want to use this formal setting to
express my deepest gratitude for your loyalty,
dedication, and unflinching commitment to the
national cause and our common political agenda.
Your partnership has made it easier to face the
challenges of the task we jointly undertook five
years ago. I know I can count on you for support
in governing this nation, attracting investment,
and representing Liberia internationally. In the
resolution of disputes, I recall, in particular, your
adept and skillful handling of the social tensions
that surfaced in Lofa County in early 2010. You
provide oversight and guidance in the agricultural
sector and in matters relating to the disabled and,
in general, as my dependable, dedicated lieutenant.
This is why I have chosen you to continue to be
by my side. 
Mr. Speaker and Mr. President Pro-Tempore,
you have brought renewed dignity and visionary
leadership to this august body, as evidenced by
the work of the Legislature in passing an
unprecedented number of pieces of legislation
that will improve the quality of life for our people,
and in ratifying instruments that will continue to
advance our national agenda and raise the profile
of Liberia in this region and the world. We have
accomplished much together in this regard. 
Keep i ng  t he  P rom i se  f o r  S t ab i l i t y
Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. President
Pro-Tempore, Honorable Legislators: We have
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tried to keep the promise for stability. We took
office five years ago, at the end of a brutal war
and a very destructive period in our nation’s his-
tory. The sources of the conflict were many and
complex, but the consequences were visible
everywhere. I will not attempt to describe the
human despair, loss of lives, destruction, and
hopelessness that Liberia suffered.
Even though we knew that we could not solve
all of Liberia’s problems in three years or in six,
we understood that we could lay the foundation
for the rebirth of our nation out of the ashes of
war and destruction. We campaigned with the
promise of returning Liberia to a place of respect.
Today I can declare that we have kept that prom-
ise. Liberia has regained its prestige, and our
country is cited as an international success story,
a country that has reclaimed its previous status
after complete collapse. Unlike the past, today
you can present a Liberian passport anywhere in
the world and generate a positive reaction. 
Our greatest challenge went well beyond
rebuilding broken bridges and shelled-out build-
ings. Those were essential, but our people need-
ed to regain their confidence and sense of safety.
Personal safety was a major issue for people to
return home, either from refugee camps or 
displaced centers. Thus, our emphasis on creating
a new professional security apparatus was essential
for the national recovery process.
We are grateful to the international community
and the United Nations, which, through its
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), have been guardians
of our stability, giving us the space to develop
domestic capacity to ensure our own peace 
and security. 
We have taken this opportunity to rebuild our
military, vetting and recruiting young men and
women of moral integrity to form the backbone
of our new Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL). We
are proud, and every Liberian should be proud of
the new AFL. It is, by all standards, a professional
army, with a corps of engineers, medics, and
social workers who can easily transition into the
civilian world. 
Today, the sight of an armed soldier or a 
soldier in uniform no longer strikes fear in the
hearts of our citizens. Never again must our mili-
tary be used to achieve political advantage.
Every AFL soldier and Non-Commissioned
Officer (NCO) today is at least a high school
graduate. Every officer in the military, from First
Lieutenant up, has a college degree. This is a
novelty, and we take pride in it. Character,
integrity, and performance are the criteria for
promotion and leadership. In only five years, 
we have completely transformed the culture and
outlook of our military.
On January 1, 2010, the United States gov-
ernment transferred the responsibility for train-
ing, management, and sustenance of the AFL 
to the Government of Liberia, a responsibility
carried out with credibility, accountability, and
professionalism. 
The process of transforming our military is
far from complete. An army of 2,016 is inade-
quate to protect the length and breadth of this
nation. We will, therefore, give our full support
to plans to begin the process of recruiting to
compensate for the attrition rate within the 
AFL, as well as construct billets for both the
Engineering Battalion and the Liberia Coast
Guard. We will maintain the same stringent and
merit-based standards. In keeping with budgetary
appropriations, we will soon undertake the reha-
bilitation of a fourth Military Barracks at Camp
Todee. We intend to improve the accommodation
facilities for our military personnel and their
dependants. Finally, we will complete the process
to provide reasonable pension benefits for mem-
bers of our Armed Forces who serve more than
fifteen years of active duty. At the end of the
transformation process, we will appoint a Liberian
as Chief of Staff of the AFL, a position currently
held by General Suraj Abdurrahman of the
Nigerian Army.
The new AFL is the most ethnically- and 
gender-balanced military force in our nation’s
history. I am very proud that our new army will
look like Captain Geraldine Janet George, the
first post-war female Captain in the restructured
AFL. Captain George is here with us today. We
salute all of our brothers and sisters who have
answered a call to serve their country.
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Another component of the defense of national
sovereignty and individual liberty lies with the
national police. There are some challenges in
that corps that we have been tackling as they 
surface. Just a few years ago, there were human
rights and civil society reports describing the
police as “heavy-handed.” We have tried to turn
the page on such behavior, acting swiftly to disci-
pline, disrobe, and dismiss officers, recognizing
that there is no place in the new Liberian society
for such conduct. We have already begun to see
the results of this incentive, training, and disci-
pline as more of our citizens apply for recruitment
into police service. 
The officers of our Emergency Response Unit
(ERU) and the Police Support Unit (PSU) are
the stars of the Liberia National Police (LNP).
We continue to receive requests from communi-
ties across the country for their deployment to
troubled areas.
As a reflection of the level of stability engen-
dered by our police, the United States govern-
ment and the United Nations have indicated that
Liberia is no longer a “danger post.” Given our
recent history, this level of success is impressive
and is a signal of the positive changes that have
occurred here since 2006. Monrovia can now
boast of being as safe as any other capital in
Africa. None of this happened by accident; it is
the result of leadership, planning, and allocating
resources to law and order. 
Similarly, the Bureau of Immigration and
Naturalization (BIN) continues to be vigilant in
carrying out its duties to ensure that aliens con-
form to government policies and international
rules and regulations. They have been able to
interdict certain people attempting to get into
the country illegally and have been robust at the
borders in trying to stop the illegal movement of
goods and people across borders. 
The National Fire Service (NFS) now has
well-equipped vehicles and can respond to fires
in Monrovia. The National Fire Service has
saved lives and hundreds of thousands of dollars
in property damage, and we are hoping to expand
these services to other county capitals. 
As you join me on February 11, Armed Forces
Day, to celebrate the achievements of our men
and women in the security sector, we must
resolve to address their basic needs. It’s not real-
istic to put our peace and safety in the hands of
young men and women without providing them
with adequate incentives and logistics. We will
submit funding in our next budget to ensure that
our men and women in the security sector are
taken care of, as they make daily sacrifices to
keep us safe.
THE  ECONOMY
Honorable Members of the Legislature, as our
peace becomes permanent, our most important
challenge is to create a society that empowers the
people: to make Liberia a land of opportunity
where hard work is rewarded. Our priority for the
future is creating more jobs so that our people,
especially our young people, can earn a living.
Today, as I stand before you, we can say that all 
is on course.
We have created strong economic foundations,
having experienced the strongest recovery in
twenty years. During the year in review, real
GDP grew by 6.3 percent, up from 4.6 percent 
in 2009. Since 2006, income per capita has risen
by approximately one-third. Taking this economic
performance into account and the significant
level of direct foreign investment that we have
been able to secure, we can expect double-digit
growth over the next five years. We are, fellow
Liberians, by international standards, one of the
twenty fastest-growing economies in the world. 
Five years ago, our national budget stood at
U.S.$80 million. Together, we have been able to
increase that amount to U.S.$369 million, an
impressive 400 percent increase. This is some-
thing to celebrate! The aggregate revenue over
the last five calendar years is U.S.$1.03 billion.
Conforming to our policy of a balanced budget,
expenditures, on a cash basis, have been tightly
controlled, at an aggregated estimate of
U.S.$1.018 billion over the five-year period. More
importantly, we have restructured the budget this
year so that capital or project expenditures are
clearly categorized and now represent 10 percent
of total budgetary appropriation. 
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The resulting surplus from the excess of 
revenue over expenditures has provided the basis
for supplemental budgets totaling over U.S.$15
million. We will be submitting a third supple-
mental budget for your consideration within the
next four weeks, consistent with our agreed
understanding that all surplus will be used exclu-
sively for the development of economic infra-
structure such as roads, bridges, power, and ports.
We have been able to increase civil servants
salaries from U.S.$15 on average in 2006 to
about U.S.$80 for the lowest grade. It is a mani-
festation of our strong desire to improve the
delivery of government services to Liberians. We
add here, with much modesty, that since 2006, we
have been able to pay all eligible civil servants on
time. And we never borrowed one penny from
anywhere to meet our obligations to our people. 
Our economic performance, due to prudent
policies, has also led to the lowest inflation in
thirty years. Five years ago, when we took office,
inflation stood at 20 percent, when prices fluctu-
ated almost on a daily basis. But, today, we have
managed to maintain inflation in single digits. 
As a result, we now feel confident enough to
broaden the tax base, take steps to reduce tax
rates, and simplify the tax structure. Starting this
month, personal and corporate taxes have been
reduced by nearly one-third to 25 percent. We
have reduced customs duties on select items by
50 percent. In practical terms, this means that if
your take-home pay in December was L$6,603,
when you receive your pay, you will find a
deposit of L$7,029, representing a 7 percent
increase. If you make L$5,680, you will pay no
taxes. It means that if you paid U.S.$5,122 last
year in customs duty for a vehicle valued at
U.S.$12,750, today you would pay only U.S.$2,325,
representing a 54 percent reduction. I invite you
to test it.  
In essence, this new tax scheme is an incre-
ment of personal income for all, no matter what
you do or where you work for a living.
Therefore, Honorable Legislators, we can say
that we have increased the income level of every
person working who lives in Liberia!
Mr. Speaker, Mr. President Pro-Tempore,
Honorable Members of the Legislature, we thank
you for the transparent manner in which you
have conducted the budgetary process, allowing
full debate and reporting by the public at large.
The people now know that the budget is their
money, and they know they have their say in 
how Government spends the money. It may seem
simple, but this is an important aspect of the
democratic process. These public debates, and
your ability to review the budget, have earned us
good governance ratings within our country. 
Honorable Legislators, the performance of
our Central Bank in exceeding all targets of the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative
for sound reserve management has been instru-
mental in our economic growth. In 2006, the
reserves of the Central Bank were a mere U.S.$5
million. Today they stand at U.S.$293 million.
Let me repeat this again: five years ago, the
Central Bank had U.S.$5 million in reserve, and
today it has U.S.$293 million. A big thank you,
Mr. Governor, to you and your staff.
But, one huge step stands above all others:
our freedom from debt. In 1989, our external
debt stood at U.S.$1.3 billion; 1999, ten years
later, it had doubled to U.S.$2.6 billion, almost
five times our entire national income, on account
of interests, penalties, and commercial debt arising
from questionable transactions. By 2009, we were
faced with a staggering U.S.$4.9 billion debt.
This was more than seven times our national
income and almost twenty times what we
received as aid from the international community.
Today, we are virtually debt free. This success
was achieved in a world record period of three
years. We have won back our reputation. We
have regained our financial independence, and 
we will use that new freedom to speed up devel-
opment. With this burden of debt lifted, we can
spend the money saved on improving the lives of
our citizens. 
INVESTMENTS
What does all this economic reform mean? We
are not doing it for its own sake, but to create an
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economy where Liberians can get ahead. This
means more jobs, and jobs require business 
and investment.
Over the past five years, we have attracted
more than U.S.$16 billion of investment in every
possible field of industry and trade. Through the
vigorous work of the National Investment
Commission, and their counterparts in the
Ministries of Finance, Planning, Economic
Affairs, Justice, and others, Liberia has become
more visible in the international marketplace.
Our foreign investors are hiring and training
Liberians, and working with Liberian businesses
to meet their local needs. These investors are
creating jobs and improving infrastructure across
the country. We are proud of how we have
attracted and spread investment among the fifteen
counties. As these investments start coming 
on-stream, Liberians will see with their own eyes
the jobs, schools, and clinics that arrive with
them. With every investment, we have insisted
that each company meet a certain degree of social
responsibility. We have asked investors to provide
social services in the areas of health and education,
and also infrastructure development, such as
roads and even ports in the communities where
they operate. All foreign investors are doing 
so, and we intend to hold them accountable to
their commitments. 
Last year we focused on an essential facility
for investment—the Freeport of Monrovia. Over
95 percent of goods pass through this gateway to
the nation’s economy. Today, the wharf is in a
precarious state but will be rebuilt through a 
concession agreement to renovate and reconstruct
it and modernize its operations within the next
three years. The Freeport of Monrovia is only
one hub of our port system. We are poised to
work on the country’s other three ports in
Buchanan, Greenville, and Harper, which are all
essential to serving our whole population, partic-
ularly during the rainy season. This will bring
trade and jobs to our people in Grand Bassa, Sinoe,
and Maryland Counties in the coming years.
In the energy sector, we anticipate oil explo-
ration off our coast in the last quarter of this
year. Liberia is on the verge of becoming a petro-
leum exporter in the coming decade. But before
we export one drop of oil, we will have the policies
in place that dictate how oil wealth will be used
for development, stability, and poverty reduction.
If properly managed, resources from oil wealth
can be invested to transform our nation. This is
the future that Liberians voted for—the kind of
future parents want for their children.
Honorable Legislators, some may question
our approach in attracting foreign investment.
We stand by our accomplishments as necessary
steps to bring economic growth that will produce
the income for poverty reduction. These seeds
take time to grow, but there is not a single pros-
perous country in the world that does not have
foreign investors. With foreign investment we
get much needed capital, new technologies,
access to markets, and world-class training and
business development. We can now shift our 
policy and our effort to the promotion and devel-
opment of Liberian enterprises that will create
jobs and constitute the middle class. Small farmers
will benefit through outreach and procurement
programs of the concessionaires. 
Our plans for the future are all focused on
these aims. First, we want to transfer the bulk of
employment to the private sector, moving away
from our present condition where government is
the largest employer. Our second goal is to grad-
uate to industrialization so that we begin to man-
ufacture finished goods and add value to our own
products instead of simply exporting raw materials.
Some Liberian entrepreneurs are already 
on the forefront, taking advantage of this new
environment and incentives. We want to cite 
Mr. Chid Liberty, who will make the first export
under the U.S. facility, the Africa Growth and
Opportunity Act (AGOA), which allows African
producers to export products to American markets.
We also have Mrs. Josephine Francis, who is
engaged in such diverse economic activities as the
production of water and bricks as well as seed mul-
tiplication. I believe that both Mr. Liberty and Mrs.
Francis are with us today. These are the examples
of the potential of Liberian entrepreneurship.
To tap into that potential, our people have to
attain the education and skills that investors will
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need. We will therefore expand the network of
vocational training institutes around the country,
especially in places where concessions are operat-
ing. In the very near future, the Monrovia
Vocational Technical Center will be reconstructed
and expanded. The Booker Washington Institute
is also being renovated and equipped to provide
better skills training for our unemployed youth.
As a first step in our plans for decentralization,
you may recall that in 2006, working together for
the first time in our history, we allocated budget
resources directly to the counties and established
the County Development Fund. Under a concep-
tually sound policy, development priorities would
be determined by the people themselves through
their selected local representatives. Since this pol-
icy was implemented, over U.S.$15 million has
been allocated to the fifteen counties. This has
provided funds for roads, schools, power, public
buildings, clinics, scholarships, and other activities.
As you know, we have had some major viola-
tions in the way the funds have been managed,
sometimes out of ignorance of procurement laws,
sometimes from plain fraudulent practices. We
are now taking corrective measures. We have also
changed the procedures so that now all construc-
tion work under the County Development Fund
will have to be undertaken by an external
autonomous agency under a contractual arrange-
ment with the Ministry of Internal Affairs. This
will be short-lived as we develop the local capacity
in our local government offices to enable them 
to discharge this function with efficiency and
effectiveness and integrity. 
EMPLOYMENT
Honorable Legislators, the outlook of the job
market has evolved considerably since 1991 when
the then-Bureau of Statistics released a report
indicating that unemployment was 85 percent.
Back then, Government had collapsed, and all
productive economic activity had ceased. We
know that those numbers no longer reflect 
current realities. Today, the Government is fully
functional and staffed throughout the country.
Businesses have started to operate and have hired
a great number of people. Small businesses, the
real engine for economic growth, are operating
everywhere. Many Liberians have returned to
their lands to work on their farms. The ongoing
review of employment data will soon provide us
with the correct information. 
Jobs are the central part of our development
policy. Jobs, however, are best created from small
businesses. This is the core of our economy for
the development of a strong middle class. This 
is why I have given the National Investment
Commission, and its new leadership, a new 
mandate: to focus their attention and activities 
on the domestic private sector. We will start
implementing a National Private Sector
Development Strategy. 
We will help Liberian businesses not just by
what we do, but also by what we do not do. The
regulatory system we inherited in 2006 was one
of the most cumbersome in the world, filled with
red tape. We have worked to cut out that red
tape, in 2009 earning the position as one of the
top reformers in the world, according to the
World Bank. The new Liberia Business Registry
Office in Monrovia, along with two satellite
offices in Buchanan and Ganta, will open next
month. The time it takes to register a business 
in Liberia is now 10 days, down from 99. When
automation is concluded, this process will be
completed in 48 hours. 
Working with the Central Bank, we have 
continued to engage with commercial banks to
reduce loan interest rates and extend the maturity
of loans to domestic enterprises. The Central
Bank has made available a U.S.$5 million facility
to the commercial banks for this purpose. We
will continue to work with commercial banks to
improve the lending atmosphere. 
Seven major microfinance institutions (MFIs),
up from two in 2006, are operating in the coun-
try, with a large increase in the number of clients
from under 8,200 to 51,489. This is a develop-
ment strategy with a positive social impact.
Repayment rates of over 90 percent suggest that
it is our poor people, our working people, who
respect their obligations. We hope to expand this
success to commercial lending.
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One beneficiary who has an excellent credit
record, having successfully paid off her first loan
in record time, and qualified for a second loan for
double the amount of the first, is with us today,
Celestine Setoe—the famous R.L. 
Keeping the Promise for Quality of Life
Honorable Legislators, the ultimate goal of our
development strategy is to improve the quality of
life of our people: to reduce the level of poverty
and enhance living standards. I am talking about
action; action to restore roads, bridges, electricity,
water, public buildings, schools, hospitals, and
clinics—much of which had been destroyed during
the conflict. We have done a lot, but there is still
a lot to do.
We focused immediately on the main roads
and the streets of our capital city. Visitors and
citizens returning to Liberia after a five-year
absence marvel at the ease in getting from
Robertsfield to Monrovia, or driving down the
streets in central Monrovia. We have done or
concluded arrangements for constructing all
major primary roads and a large number of 
secondary roads. The ongoing Cotton Tree to
Buchanan road is of a grade equal to any in
Africa. Bridges are under construction throughout
the country, including the replacement of the
collapsed Vai Town Bridge, which will be com-
pleted next year. Although the cost is very high,
given our weather conditions, the follow-up
agenda for the next three years is to ensure that
all primary roads—Red Light to Ganta, Gbarnga
to Foya, Ganta to Fish Town, Buchanan to
Greenville, Fish Town to Harper, and Pleebo 
to Barclayville—will be fully paved. 
In the area of health, the Telewoyan Hospital
in Voinjama, the Jackson Fiah Doe Referral
Hospital in Tappita, and the Japanese-Liberia
Friendship Maternity Ward boast of some of the
most advanced medical equipment, while the JFK
Medical Center is fast approaching pre-war status
in terms of service quality and referral facility.
The A.M. Dogliotti Medical School, in Congo
Town, is moving into renovated and expanded
facilities. Construction will soon begin on the
fifty-bed Fish Town Hospital in River Gee
County. It will be a big boost for the southeast. 
Although we have doubled health facilities in
the country, there are still too many of our citi-
zens who lack access to basic health care. We are
also keenly aware that despite the progress, there
are too many child and maternal mortalities. 
This is the agenda for the next few years. As we
expand coverage, we have also included mental
health in our basic package of health services and
developed a mental health policy and plan.
Education has been and remains the highest
priority on my personal agenda. I always say that
my greatest joy is to see children toting their
book bags and heading for school. While we
work with the Ministry of Education to reform
our educational system, we must continue to 
provide a safe and healthy learning environment,
including adequate furnishing and instructional
material for all schoolchildren. Since 2006, we
have built over 220 schools. That’s close to one
school a week! With each new student in school,
we get closer to a point where the hopes and
dreams of our children can be turned into reality.
With 1.2 million students in pre-primary and 
primary schools, we now have to expand our 
secondary school system to accommodate such a
large student population as they move through
elementary to high school and then to college. 
We are also delighted that last year the Peace
Corps resumed operations in Liberia, after a
twenty-year absence. 
In restoring basic services, we brought light,
water, and waste disposal to Monrovia for the
first time in decades. This was not an easy task
because of the decaying state of the networks.
Today many in Monrovia and other cities are
served by electricity and pipe-borne water. There
are at least eight projects underway to restore 
or expand electricity capacity throughout the
country. Work is commencing this month on the
cross-border West African Power Pool (WAPP)
Project. When completed, the project will supply
power to the eighteen Liberian towns in
Maryland, Grand Gedeh, and Nimba Counties.
In taking the country into the twenty-first century,
we are also acting to improve access to the
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Internet. Within the next eighteen months, an
undersea Africa Coast to Europe (ACE) Internet
cable will land in Liberia, making internet access
easier, faster, and cheaper.
When additional generation comes on-stream
this April, thousands more citizens and businesses
in the Greater Monrovia area will have access to
electricity. But we recognize that the real solution
to our power problem is the reconstruction and
the expansion of our hydro facility. I am there-
fore pleased to announce that, as a result of my
official visit to Brazil last year, we have been able
to attract their leading companies to Liberia. We
are nearing conclusion of negotiations with Vale,
the Brazilian mining company, to reconstruct our
original hydro facility at Mount Coffee. We are
also in dialogue with partners to have the facility
expanded by creating upstream storage on the
Via River to realize the full potential of the St.
Paul River Basin.
In the area of low- to middle-income housing,
we will continue to expand the services of the
National Housing Authority (NHA) to provide
affordable houses for our people. As a model, 
the Housing Authority, in collaboration with 
the National Social Security & Welfare
Corporation (NASSCORP), has already com-
menced construction, on a pilot basis, of a fifty-
eight-unit low-income housing estate project 
in Brewerville. 
We can all be proud that we have given full
property rights to 1,289 families in the Stephen
Tolbert, E. Jonathan Goodridge, and New
Georgia housing estates, thereby relieving those
families of the burden of rent they have had to
pay for over thirty years. This process will con-
tinue until all eligible families obtain deeds to
their properties. 
By May this year, over 700,000 residents of
Monrovia will receive 24-hour pipe-borne water.
We have completed 92 percent of the distribution
network in the capital. By the beginning of April,
we will start rehabilitation of water and sanitation
facilities in Sanniquellie, Robertsport, and
Voinjama. We will also expand existing water 
and sanitation facilities in Buchanan, Kakata, 
and Zwedru. 
Mass transport is a major issue, especially in
Monrovia. We have instituted a vibrant public
bus transport system, with established routes,
affordable fares, and regular schedules. Last year,
we received twenty-five new buses from the gov-
ernment of India, and we also purchased an addi-
tional eight buses. We granted students a three-
month reprieve from bus fares as long as they
were dressed in their uniforms. Bus service has
now been extended to Gbarnga and Buchanan.
Citizens wept with joy when the first bus rolled
in. The people at Bo Waterside will soon experi-
ence similar joy. As the road network progresses,
public transport service will extend to all parts of
the country.
We are not just transforming domestic travel.
Two decades ago, the last Pan Am flight flew
direct out of Roberts International Airport (RIA),
then an international hub, which used to bring
money and jobs to Liberians. A year ago, I stood
in this chamber and promised that in 2010 we
would see the resumption of direct services
between the United States and Liberia. We kept
that promise, and I am delighted to announce
that Delta Air Lines, barely five months after
restarting direct flights last September, will add 
a second flight effective February 2. Other air-
lines have expressed interest in commencing 
services to Monrovia this year. But we won’t 
stop there. We will start the process to develop
RIA to international standards within the next
two years.
We know many Liberians with expertise 
and capital to invest live in the United States,
Europe, and other parts of Africa, and it is the
policy of this Government to cultivate a strong
relationship with them. We have come a long
way in reaching out to our Diaspora. We are
proud of our record and plan to roll out a full-
fledged Diaspora engagement program and for-
mulate a National Liberian Diaspora Policy,
which would be unprecedented in Africa.
Last year, we established the Liberia Maritime
Authority, ensuring that we are on our way to
becoming a maritime nation. The Authority is
expanding its scope and has increased its financial
support to the national budget. The Liberia
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Maritime Training Institute, in Schiefflin, has
now commenced operation after a thirty-year
closure. We are pleased that the Freeport of
Monrovia, with support of the Liberia Maritime
Authority, attained compliance with International
Ship and Port Facility Security standards, achiev-
ing that which had eluded us for over five years. 
The Ministry of Commerce has continued 
to be vigilant in the monitoring of prices in the
society and in effecting embargoes on sub-stan-
dard and unacceptable commodities for sale to
the public. They have intervened to stabilize and
reduce the price of strategic commodities like
rice and cement. The price of cement has
dropped from U.S.$17 a bag to U.S.$8, and rice
is now selling at a stable U.S.$35 a bag or lower. 
Food security is a primary aspect of any social
development. Today farmers’ cooperatives, largely
women, in Nimba and Lofa Counties, sell rice to
the World Food Programme (WFP) to sustain
the school-feeding program. There has been sim-
ilar success with cassava output, almost doubling
in two years.
In 2009, a small community on Duport Road
organized themselves into a cooperative. The
group, Community of Hope, identified agriculture
as a prime area of focus and asked the Ministry of
Agriculture for assistance. The Ministry provided
training and the cooperative’s members started
production of rice and vegetables. Today they
have produced 13,558 pounds of certified seeds
that the Ministry bought for the national seed
program. Other farmers’ groups in Mt. Barclay
and Johnsonville also received training and are
producing certified seeds for the Ministry.
Members of those groups are here with us today. 
The Ministry of Agriculture proudly
announced a major scientific breakthrough in
seed rice production in that for the first time in
our history we have produced foundation seed
called WITA-4. As a result of this, there will be
ten metric tons of foundation seeds for multipli-
cation this year. With this breakthrough, Liberia
will no longer be dependent on importation of
expensive foundation rice seeds. 
We can all benefit from the opportunity of
the vast lands and great rainfall with which our
country has been blessed. Let us help our com-
munities in the counties to turn the bush land
into farmlands. Let us go out on weekends, find a
small plot, and grow something—rice, vegetables,
or other crops. I have started a farm in my ances-
tral village and a little farm in my home yard. I
have brought four bags of rice from my last
year’s second harvest to share with the Vice
President, the Speaker, the Senate Pro-Tempore,
and the Chief Justice. Hopefully, next year, after
your agricultural break, we will all be exchanging
produce as gifts.
To do farming, we need land, and it is this
issue that has been the source of many disputes
among our people. Now that the Land
Commission is functioning, we expect to tackle
and resolve land disputes across the country. Until
then, we will order that all boundaries return to
those set under the Tubman administration.
Fellow Liberians, I have talked about how far
we have come, but have yet to talk about the one
group that represents our future—our youth—
two-thirds of our population. We are keenly
aware that no matter how much progress we
make in all the areas of infrastructure, we will not
achieve our national goals until we have enabled
our youth to become the leaders of the future.
This is why we are stressing vocational training
for those who have no skills, so as to return to
them their dignity through employment. This is
also why we are instituting strict regulations to
change bad habits, such as drinking and indecent
behavior during entertainment. This is why 
we passed the Rape Law to protect young girls—
a Rape Law that needs much more effective
enforcement. And this is why we need the legisla-
tion on the Children Protection Bill to be passed
and the Africa Youth Charter ratified. 
Keep i ng  t he  P rom i se  f o r
Gove rnance  and  t he  Ru l e  o f  L aw
C IV I L  L IBERT IES
We have tried to keep the promise for
governance and the rule of law. Mr. Vice
President, Honorable Speaker, Mr. President
Pro-Tempore, Honorable Members of the
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Legislature: I strongly believe that the most
essential ingredient of democracy is the total
freedom of speech with the attendant political
right that gives rise to a vibrant and thriving
society. If we have learned anything during our
years of advocacy and political opposition, it is
certainly how precious freedom of speech can be.
This administration has never attempted and will
never be part of any effort to curtail the freedom
of expression.
It was in recognition of the freedom and the
open society that we have promoted since coming
to power, that 200 journalists from across Africa,
at the African Editors Forum held in Bamako,
Mali in October, awarded me the “Friend of 
the Media Award,” the first to be awarded a 
sitting President. 
We are glad, Mr. Chief Justice, that the saga
over the weekend has been successfully resolved,
allowing us to continue to enjoy the distinction
of having no journalists or politicians in jail.
INTEGR ITY
Honorable Legislators, my Fellow Liberians:
Decades of deprivation, indiscipline, and bad
governance have taken its toll on the morals and
value system of some of our people. This has led
to widespread corrupt practices at every level in
our society. This is a national moral issue. 
Our approach to tackling corruption has been
to adopt a systemic approach. We increased
salaries so that government employees would not
be so vulnerable. We have put processes under
procurement and financial management laws that
require transparency and accountability to reduce
discretion and abuse on the part of public officials.
We established an Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion, which has to date investigated eight out of 
a docket of fifty cases, completing four that have
been sent to the Ministry of Justice for prosecu-
tion. We passed the Public Procurement and
Concessions Commission Act to bring control to
government procurement and the awarding of
concessions. We are the first country to become
fully compliant with the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (LEITI), which ensures
that every payment made by natural resource
firms to our Government gets published and is
available for public review. We submitted a
Whistleblower Act to the Legislature and issued
an executive order in the interim to protect people
of conscience who want to report corruption. 
For our part as a government, the first stage
in fighting corruption was to expose and uncover
it. To do so, we needed a strong and independent
audit mechanism. This is why, while serving as
chairman of the Governance Reform Commission
in the Transitional Government, I personally 
prepared the Act that made the General Auditing
Commission (GAC) an independent institution,
operating without fear of the powers that be.
This led to the creation and the activation of the
General Auditing Commission, which has been
unwavering in its commitment and dedication to
the fulfillment of its mandate. 
As a result of forty-four audits conducted by
the GAC, or investigation by other concerned
institutions, twenty-one persons from the
Executive have been suspended or dismissed. 
The justice process has been ineffective and slow.
The Ministry of Justice, nevertheless, has taken
three high-profile corruption cases before the
courts, winning one, losing one, and having the
third case end in a hung jury. Because of the
progress that Liberia has made, we moved 41
places, from 138 in 2008 to 97 in 2009, on the
Global Corruption Index, and more recently
moved ten places, from 97 to 87, on the
Transparency International Index.
We take pride in the structural reforms we
instituted to address corruption, and must now
move to the next phase: prosecution. Here the
challenge is enormous and has to do with a judi-
ciary that has been dysfunctional for so long that
it will take tremendous reforms to make it work.
We therefore plan to devote great energy to judi-
cial reform and a review of our jury system, as
well as the prosecutorial capacities of the Liberian
Anti-Corruption Commission. 
Although we will never return to the days
where the Executive dictates to the Judiciary, we
will need to collaborate with the Supreme Court
to make our judges more conscious of their 
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ethical, moral, and professional duties. The
Ministry of Justice has been aggressive and effec-
tive in working with the Judiciary. We thank all
the members of the Supreme Court for the coop-
eration we have been given as we try to improve
the quality of our Judiciary. 
Liberia became the first country in West
Africa to pass a Freedom of Information Act.
This instrument is an essential aspect of the fight
against corruption, and we want our people to
take advantage of this right. This is an important
legal tool for the press, especially in obtaining
information that would serve the public interest.
We are doing all this to create a state of complete
transparency, where the people of this country
will take ownership of their government and
where government serves the people.
But I say to everyone, the solution to corrup-
tion cannot be left to the government alone.
Newspapers, radios, churches, mosques, civil
society organizations, private citizens, families,
and individuals must all play a leading role to
stop this blight. It must become a national project
in which everybody has a role to play. 
CÔTE  D ’ I VO IRE
Honorable Legislators, we have consulted with
you on the biggest challenge regarding the con-
flict in our sisterly Mano River Union country,
Côte d’Ivoire. The political impasse continues
despite efforts by the African Union, Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS),
and the international community to find a peace-
ful resolution. Liberia remains the most vulnera-
ble, as evidenced by the more than 32,000 persons
that have already crossed our borders for protec-
tion as refugees. They have taken refuge in twenty-
three villages scattered along the border. These
villages are now overcrowded. Our citizens have
been sharing their rice and other produce recently
harvested, but they are overwhelmed. So camps
are being built to hold the many thousands of our
Ivorian brothers and sisters. 
I want to reassure the Liberian people that we
will not let this sad situation threaten our peace.
We will work with regional and international
partners to find a solution. We say a big thank
you to our bilateral and international partners,
including the United States and Libya, the World
Food Programme, the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, and the Norwegian Refugee Council
that are providing critical humanitarian assistance
to our Ivorian brothers and sisters in distress.
We also say a big thank you to the Liberians
in the east of the country—in Nimba and Grand
Gedeh—who are showing kind hospitality to our
Ivorian brothers and sisters. You are showing
Liberia in the best light.
The  Fu t u re :  L i be r i a  R i s i ng
Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. President
Pro-Tempore, Honorable Members of the Legis-
lature, Fellow Citizens: I have outlined the
progress we have made in the last five years. I
have contrasted this administration’s performance
with our national experience over the last thirty
years. I have done so in recognition of this historic
moment in Liberia’s history. This year, 2011, is
the long-anticipated election year, a crucial period
for our democracy. As a people, we will declare
which direction we want to travel. I have done
my best to highlight past shortcomings and the
lessons we have learned. But the future of this
country is one that we will collectively decide. 
That choice rests with us, Liberians. We have
done a lot, we have a lot do, but we also have a
lot to lose. We are at a crossroads in our coun-
try’s history: We only have to look across the
border to know we could go backwards as easily
as we could go forward. But I want to set out
what is possible for us to achieve together over
the next decade and beyond, if we stay on course.
In ten years, we can double the size of our
economy. If we continue investing in agriculture,
nurturing small businesses, and developing light
industry, we can transform our economy and 
create thousands of jobs in the process. But this 
is only the beginning. As our country develops
and grows, within two decades we can be a mid-
dle-income economy engaged in production, pro-
cessing, and marketing for domestic consumption
and for export, and can attain food security,
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enabling us to export our agricultural surplus.
We can become the economic hub of the region.
With a stronger economy will come jobs.
Liberia is a very young country, with two-thirds
of our population aged twenty-five or under.
This is a huge national advantage. We can trans-
form our young population into a skilled, educat-
ed, and vibrant labor force. The young people 
of today can be our strongest asset tomorrow—
doctors, lawyers, and engineers as well as electri-
cians, secretaries, and mechanics. Investors seeking
higher returns will be drawn to countries with a
growing labor force. By improving the quantity
and quality of our schools, we are poised to reap
the benefits at a time when Africa will be a magnet
for investment.
Education is essential to our progress. Within
a decade, all of our children will be reading and
writing. It is not beyond our grasp to have every
child in school and every young person who may
have been denied an education with skills with
which they can earn a living and contribute to
the country’s future. But to do so we will need a
stronger education system; better-trained and
higher-paid teachers; a wide variety of vocational,
multilateral, and specialist schools; and more books
and other resources for those schools. Girls’ 
education must remain a special priority to ensure
all Liberians receive the benefit of these changes. 
In the next decade, we can have all our major
cities connected by paved roads and a network 
of all-weather secondary and feeder roads with
adequate drainage across the country. Farmers in
Lofa, Nimba, and River Cess will be selling their
produce in Monrovia. Further ahead, it is not
beyond our grasp to have bus systems linking 
our cities as well as cities in neighboring Sierra
Leone, Guinea, and Côte d’Ivoire under our
regional cooperation and integration goals. We
can have our domestic airports functioning and
make sure that we transport people not only by
roads but also by our waterways. Liberians will
be able to travel the length and breadth of the
country in hours, not days.
In the next decade, we should expect power to
be supplied to all our major cities and for them to
be visible from the night sky. We will also talk
about harnessing the St. Paul River to generate
1,000 megawatts in the process and, along the
way, develop mini-hydros on the St. John,
Cestos, and Grand Cess Rivers, bringing power
to towns and villages. Beyond that, we want to
bring electricity to every single town and village
across the country, so that every child will be able
to do their homework and health clinics will be
able to provide services day and night.
In the near future, over 1.3 million of our 
citizens residing in all the county capitals and
major cities will have access to safe drinking
water. Children growing up in Barclayville,
Bopolu, Fish Town, and Cestos City will have 
the opportunity to turn on the faucet and get
water. Beyond that, every major city will have a
health center fully capable of providing primary
and secondary health care, and every town and
village will be within reach of a major health 
center. We hope to cut the number of mothers
and children dying in childbirth to rates compa-
rable to other middle-income countries. We will
have reduced the incidence of HIV/AIDS to
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) levels. Life expectancy 
at birth, we hope, will be sixty-nine years or
higher, so that everyone will be able to see their
children, grandchildren, and maybe even great-
grandchildren grow up, if they are so blessed.
We hope to reach a stage where our security
services will be fully trained and equipped to
handle any security threat, internal or external.
We will no longer be dependent on others for
our national security, and we can say goodbye to
UNMIL. Our army will be able to move men
and equipment around the country by roads, sea,
or air. Our police will be using forensic evidence-
gathering in crime scene investigations. Our
Coast Guard will have appropriate watercraft to
patrol and protect our maritime borders.
But as a country, we must not simply have a
short- and medium-term vision. We are develop-
ing a successor to the PRS to take our country
beyond the next ten years into the future. This
plan, Liberia Rising 2030, worked on by the
Governance Commission under Dr. Sawyer, and
our Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs,
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will be a result of nationwide consultation, just
like the PRS. It will go back to the historical and
cultural ties that hold us together as a people. We
will deal with the issues concerning our national
identity and mindset: “Who are we?” and “What
does it mean to be Liberian?” I believe this
process will confirm what we already know:
Liberians are a kind, open, and generous people. 
The successor regime to the Poverty Reduction
Strategy (PRS) will not only address historical
and cultural issues, but also will have an economic
component. This document will guide us as we
move from dependency to self-sufficiency, from
poverty to prosperity, and from a low-income
country to a middle-income country by the year
2030. But most importantly, we will heal the
wounds of our nation and be one people, united
in a common cause.
My Fellow Liberians, as a country, we may
have been through hell. We may have endured a
long and terrible fall, yet today we are still stand-
ing because we are a resilient people. Through
the upheaval and now, in the past seven years of
peace, we have learned one hard lesson, one we
will never again forget: Our destiny is tied
together. We rise and fall as one—one nation,
one indivisible people, one common destiny.
There is therefore no place in our politics for
those who would divide us, for a house divided
cannot stand. We have been there before, and
there is no turning back.
As a country, we are now on a steady march
toward the fulfillment of our national dream.
The foundation is in place; now we can build the
house. This is the task that motivates me, as I am
deeply optimistic about our future. I have said it
before, and retain the conviction, that our people
and this blessed country are far better than our
recent history would indicate. In the last five
years, this country has validated my conviction,
and our people have vindicated my faith. Like
you, Honorable Legislators, I love this country,
and I love its people. We can be a great nation.
Fellow Liberians, we can achieve all of this,
but only if we do it together. Government will
help create the jobs, but it is you who will turn
up to work every day. Government will build the
schools, but it’s our children who will need to sit
down every night and study. We will build more
roads, but it is you who will drive the cars and
transport the goods. We will build the bridges and
clinics and wells and drains, but it is you who will
have to use them with care. We are in this
together, government and people, partners in
progress. Keep your faith, and we will keep the
promise.
All of our achievements have been collective,
because we all did our part. Every citizen shares
the credit, and now every citizen shares the
responsibility to rebuild the future. I am talking
to you legislators who stay on to work after the
official closing of the Legislature. I am talking to
the police officers who, rain or shine, show up for
work to keep the peace and enforce the law. I am
talking to the teachers and principals who keep
the schools open; to the doctors, nurses, and
midwives who heal us when we are sick. I am
talking to the media, the watchdogs of society,
who endeavor to keep us all honest. I am talking
to our farmers, whose fields keep food on our
tables; our shop owners and our marketers, who
keep our communities supplied; your wives and
mothers and sisters who keep our families
together and our markets open. I am talking to
the soldiers, the pastors, the students, the street
sweepers, and the pehn-pehn boys.
I am talking to every single citizen of this
great nation when I say: Our progress belongs 
to you, and the future is yours for the taking, a
future in which the process would have started 
to move the capital to the center of the country.
Given the effects of climate change and expecta-
tion that rising sea levels will threaten coastal
cities, including Monrovia, we will have concluded
the plan to move the Capital City to Zekepa,
where the territories of Grand Bassa, Bong, and
Nimba converge. 
The vision I have outlined is a collective
vision, but we should be under no illusions about
how difficult this will be to achieve. There is a
long road ahead of us, and that road will not be
smooth. We will need great courage and determi-
nation to get to our destination.
So I ask everyone in this chamber—and every
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Liberian out there—to look into your hearts,
spark your hopes, and fire your imaginations.
There is so much good, so much possibility, and
so much excitement in our nation. This is our
moment. Let us shine our eyes as one nation, and
from the mountaintop of this Liberian rebirth,
look ahead to a bright future. I have faith in you.
I have faith in the Liberian people, and I have
faith in a God who promised, having brought us
thus far, not to leave us.
May God continue to bless Liberia!
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Speech by His Excellency 
Dr. Bingu wa Mutharika, President 
of the Republic of Malawi 
“Political Independence, National
Sovereignty, and Self-Reliance”
The New State House 
Lilongwe, Malawi
July 20, 2011
INTRODUCT ION
I welcome you all to this first ever public lecture
of its kind in the history of our country. The title
of my lecture is “Political Independence, National
Sovereignty, and Self-Reliance.” 
In recent months our country has been facing
a number of problems, such as shortages of fuel,
foreign exchange, and power. These problems
cannot be attributed to one factor or one person.
For a start, every country in the world faces
problems and challenges in social, economic, and
political developments. Our country is not an
exception. For instance, currently, even developed
countries such as Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Greece,
Italy, the United Kingdom, and the United States
of America are facing serious economic crises
that require huge financial bailouts. But here in
Malawi, instead of a financial bailout, we are
asked to devalue the Kwacha. 
Let us discuss these challenges within the 
context of cumulative factors affecting our coun-
try since independence in 1964. For a start, it is
important for all Malawians to realise that our
country is a typical example of a country where
we have been producing what we do not consume,
and have been consuming what we do not produce. 
Let us also recognize that after forty-seven
years of independence, our country continues to
rely heavily on foreign aid: to support our national
budgets and development efforts; to depend upon
production and export of a few primary com-
modities for gross domestic product generation;
and to import goods and services that could be
produced here in Malawi. Over-liberalization of
our economy has meant that all export proceeds
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have been freely externalized. There is also a lack
of proper controls of repatriation of our foreign
exchange earnings.
The purpose of this lecture is to engage all
Malawians in examining these challenges within
the context of our political independence, national
sovereignty, and self-reliance. Let us accept that
our destiny is in our own hands and that Malawi
will develop only if we begin to believe in our-
selves. The time has come for us to take full 
control of our destiny. 
I must emphasize that the superimposition of
foreign values and ideologies on our traditions
and culture has become one of the reasons why
Malawi’s development has been sluggish since
independence.1 As an independent state, we 
must break the yoke of neo-colonialism and have
faith in our own ability to design and implement
home-grown policies based on the real needs of
our people. 
Malawians must realise that there is “donor
fatigue” and that donors now give a multitude of
excuses for not giving us any financial support.
We therefore have to learn to stand on our own
through hard work, discipline, and patriotism. 
I am aware that all of the challenges facing
our country cannot be adequately addressed in a
single lecture, but let us start a dialogue to meet
the challenges. In this lecture I want to engage all
Malawians, regardless of their political affiliation
or religious beliefs, in an open and constructive
debate so as to review the achievements of our
economic growth, the challenges we have faced,
and to determine the future of our country. This
lecture will also give a chance to those who have
better ideas of running this government to articu-
late their views.
I believe every citizen of our country has the
right to contribute towards the economic, social,
and political development of this nation. Every
citizen has also the right to a better life for them-
selves and for those around them.2
But every citizen also has the duty and obliga-
tion not to destroy our country for whatever 
reason. No normal person would destroy his or
her own country. The allegations of poor gover-
nance, threats to human rights, violation of the
rule of law, and claims that Malawi is a “failed
state,” are perceptions not supported by realities
on the ground. They are made by people who see
evil in everything that I and my government do.3
The people of Malawi should not forget what
we have achieved over the past seven years, such
as the ability to produce enough food to feed
ourselves. We have developed one of the most
beautiful road infrastructures in Southern Africa,
including Karonga-Chitipa Highway, Chipembere
Highway, and Mponela/Ntchisi Highway. We
have also built the Parliament Building, the
International Conference Centre and Five Star
Hotel, and the Malawi University of Science and
Technology, to name but a few.
MALAWI ’S  POL IT ICAL
INDEPENDENCE
The right to self-determination comes about with
political independence. But what is political inde-
pendence? How do the people of Malawi under-
stand the meaning of political independence?
This is important because the policies a country
adopts depend on what political independence
means to the people of that country. I define
political independence to refer to a state of affairs
under which a country determines its own
domestic and foreign policy, its development 
policy, and its future without influence from out-
side. When Malawi got its independence, this
implied that the country would determine its own
policies independent from the influence of our
former colonial power.4
In order to situate this lecture in its right 
perspective, I want to reiterate that:
“Every nation or society has an origin, an
identity, a purpose and a destiny. An origin
because of common heritage, ethnic back-
ground and socio-cultural lineage; an iden-
tity because of common value judgements,
prejudices, norms, beliefs and a common
sense of belonging; a purpose because it
determines the raison d’être and aspires to
attain higher development goals leading to
better living conditions for the people as a
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whole; and a destiny because it has the
right to choose its own path for growth
and development and its own future.”5
It was also in recognition of the importance of
political independence that led Dunduza Chisiza
to state that:
“In free Africa the dominant sentiment is
different. Here the main desire is to found
modern nations, modern states – in which
respect for the dignity of ‘the human indi-
vidual and the sanctity of his personality’
shall be recognised to be the sacred foun-
tain of democratic principles; that will
ensure religious, political, social and eco-
nomic justice to every citizen; in which
indigenous people will have the freedom to
choose what they want to adopt from for-
eign cultures; in which the ordinary man
will enjoy a sense of participation; in which
the indigenous people will have the right
to manage or mismanage their own affairs;
in which the individual will be afforded
opportunities to develop his talents; in
which everyone will enjoy freedom from
want and fear; and a sense of security and
belonging; which will charge their citizens
with a sense of mission in life; that will 
foster the spirit of self-help and promote
creative activities among the masses; that
will accord economic modernization the
primacy it deserves; which will be guided
by the realization that we are living in an
economically interdependent world; whose
relationship with other states will be guided
by the principle of co-existence; whose 
citizens will stifle dictatorial tendencies
and refuse to be slaves of any dictator;
whose leaders will ever strive to preserve
the hard-won independence.”6
The above quotation sets a framework for
Malawians to have a dialogue on all developments.
We shall discuss these issues later. For the
moment, let us start the debate by first recogniz-
ing that the struggle for Malawi’s political inde-
pendence started with small tribal associations to
press for specific recognition of issues that affect-
ed them.7 The first political party, the Nyasaland
African National Congress, was formed on May
20, 1944, with its first President as Mr. Levi
Ziliro Mumba and Secretary General as Mr.
Charles Mlanga.
Malawi gained her political independence
from Britain on July 6, 1964. For the first time,
the Union Jack, which is the national flag of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and, for Malawians, a symbol of colonial
domination, was lowered, and in its place the
Malawi national flag was hoisted. This was a time
of joy for every Malawian that a new nation had
been born. 
This exchange of flags brought a new nation
into existence with full sovereignty and the right
to self-determination and self-reliance. This pre-
supposed that the people of Malawi would learn
to stand on our own and determine our own des-
tiny, based on the will of our people, taking into
account our culture and traditions.8
I now want to take a few moments to discuss
what political independence means. I start by
stating that until 1964, Malawi, then Nyasaland
Protectorate, was under British rule. Unlike the
Southern Rhodesia and Northern Rhodesia,
Malawi was not a colony but a “Protectorate.”9
Presumably, this meant that Britain would protect
the people of Malawi until we were able to stand
on our own feet. 
Up to 1964, the Government of the Nyasaland
Protectorate was run from the colonial office in
London by British officers selected from England
under a Governor supported by Provincial
Commissioners, District Commissioners, and
others, most of whom had served in the Second
World War.10 In other words, decisions affecting
the people of Malawi were not made by Malawians,
but by the British without any consideration of
our real needs.11
We must also be reminded that for Malawi to
be independent, a great deal of struggle had
taken place, leading to the loss of lives of our
compatriots whom we remember each year.12
Many leaders were also arrested and detained.13
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The white Rhodesians later created the
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, compris-
ing of Southern Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia,
and Nyasaland.14 Under those arrangements, 
the issue of political independence for the black 
people was not on the agenda of the white settlers,
at least not for a thousand years, as some of the
white settlers believed.
But the people of Malawi, led by Dr. Hastings
Kamuzu Banda, fought against the Federation
and succeeded. In his famous speech he said 
that he had come “to break up their stupid
Federation and to give Africans of Nyasaland
their own government.”15
Political independence, therefore, is very
important to any nation, including Malawi and,
in fact, even for Great Britain. Sir Winston
Churchill, on the topic of political independence,
endorsed, “The right of all people to choose 
their Government includes self-determination
and independence.”16 The American War of
Independence, for instance, sought to assert the
freedom of American people to run their own
affairs and to determine their own future. In
Kenya, the Mau Mau struggle sought to free the
people of Kenya from the colonial yoke.
In South Africa, the war of freedom broke up
the backbone of apartheid to herald a new South
Africa in 1994, and on the day of their independ-
ence, Nelson Mandela had this to say: 
“We have at last, achieved our political
emancipation. We pledge ourselves to 
liberate all our people from continuing
bondage of poverty, deprivation, gender
and racial discrimination…We commit
ourselves to construct a complete, just and
lasting peace. We have triumphed in the
effort to implant hope in the breasts of
millions of our people. We enter a
covenant that we shall build a society in
which all Africans, both black and white,
will be able to walk tall, without any fear in
their hearts, assured of their inalienable
right to human dignity.”17
I must also add that political independence
was so important to Africa that Kwame
Nkrumah, in one of his fiery speeches before his
supporters, said: “First seek ye political kingdom
and all else shall be added unto you.”18
Other great freedom fighters and pan-
Africanists, such as Gamal Abdel Nasser (Egypt),
Leopold Sédar Senghor (Senegal), Felix
Houphouët-Boigny (Ivory Cost), Sékou Touré
(Guinea), Modibo Keita (Mali), Jomo Kenyatta
(Kenya), Julius Kambarage Nyerere (Tanzania),
Kenneth David Kaunda (Zambia), Hastings
Kamuzu Banda (Malawi), Ahmed Ben Bella
(Algeria), and many others, subscribed to the
principle of political freedom as a precondition
for economic and social development of Africa.19
NAT IONAL  SOVERE IGNTY
In discussing the issue of national sovereignty, I
want Malawians to debate its meaning and signif-
icance to our present situation. Malawi has been
forced to liberalize its economy to the extent that
there is a serious threat that our government
might lose its sovereignty over the economic 
policy, social framework, and national identity.
Government has constantly received threats that
foreign aid will be withdrawn if we do not take
actions that please the donors, such as agreeing
to same-sex marriages or importation of porno-
graphic materials that would clearly violate the
rights of our children.
The importance of national sovereignty has
been recognized by the United Nations: “Every
nation has the sovereign and inalienable right to
choose its own economic system as well as its
political, social and cultural systems in accor-
dance with the will of its people, without outside
interference, coercion, or threat in any form
whatsoever.”20
But this declaration is least understood by
some sections of our society, especially non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs), which in their
ardent desires to receive some financial support
from some Western donors, argue that sover-
eignty is not important in our governance. 
This is utterly wrong. We fought for political
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independence in order to assert our national 
sovereignty.21
In the case of Malawi, national sovereignty is
the means by which we can determine our identi-
ty distinct from other countries, and exercise the
freedom to decide our future and protect our
national interests. But we must be prepared to
pay the price for wanting to be sovereign.22 For
this reason, national sovereignty encompasses all
the people of any country, regardless of tribe,
religion, race, colour, and creed, who are given
the opportunity to discuss and agree on the new
political philosophy. It could be said of Malawi
that the Presidency represents the symbol of our
national sovereignty.
In Malawi, the pillars of national sovereignty
are founded on development, prosperity, justice,
and security designed and implemented by people
of Malawi. In this regard, in my book, The African
Dream, I emphasized that:
“With regard to national sovereignty, we
have asserted that the power to govern is 
a fundamental right of every nation-state
and that no nation has the right to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of any other
state. It is also critical to achieving the
African dream. We have emphasized that
countries that had emerged from the trap
of poverty are those that implemented
home grown development policy outside
the interference of external factors. We
have drawn the conclusion that no nation
or group of nations must be allowed to 
usurp the power of smaller states in order 
to govern according to its laws and customs.
In that regard, national sovereignty as
enshrined in the United Nations Charter,
must be respected by all nations at all times.”23
This is an issue that the people of Malawi
must discuss and agree upon. We can decide to
forgo our sovereignty and succumb to dictates
from outside in exchange for some foreign aid, 
or we can renegotiate with the donors to give us
the same aid under an economic and political
compact in which Malawi, as a sovereign nation,
determines its own policies and its own destiny.
The political leadership has the right to provide 
a sound framework to translate our manifesto
into a viable and sustainable development strategy,
including new directions, new structures, new
institutions, and a new policy framework by
which Malawians can strengthen and consolidate
our democracy.
This is also in accordance with the Paris
Declaration of the United Nations under which
both developed and developing countries unani-
mously agreed that foreign aid must be aligned to
the home-grown policies and programmes of the
recipient nation, and not vice versa.
The concept and design of our political system
is the task for all of our people and not the pre-
serve of a few. I believe that we cannot build a
new Malawi based on old colonial institutions.
There is, therefore, the need to continue to work
towards a political consensus through dialogue
and debate about our understanding of national
sovereignty and what this means for the country,
civil society, and each citizen.
The essence of national sovereignty is that
Malawi is indivisible. There is only one Malawi
and one nation. We all belong together regard-
less of tribe, colour, religion, or creed. Malawi
politics should not be based on tribal or ethnic
considerations or on regional hegemony. We
must unite together to fight against poverty.
Malawians should rise above jealousy, vengeance,
petty regionalism, or tribalism to forge national
unity. The prosperity of Malawi is for all the 
people of Malawi to enjoy.
HUMAN R IGHTS  AND  C IV I L
L IBERT IES
Let me turn to discuss human rights and civil 
liberties. I shall begin this section by defining
“human rights” to include all fundamental free-
doms that citizens of a country enjoy in the day-
to-day conduct of their lives, including freedoms
of association, worship, speech, choice, and 
economic pursuit. “Civil liberties,” on the other
hand, refer to immunities enjoyed by individuals
from illegal interference or restrictions imposed
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upon them by government, including the abuse
of power and authority.24
In recent years, it has become fashionable for
NGOs, the opposition party, and some Western
donors to accuse Government of threats or viola-
tions to human rights.25 In this lecture, I want
Malawians to review and give specific instances
where aspects of human rights are threatened or
violated with a view to finding the way forward.
Human rights are based on the recognition
that in the eyes of God, “all people are created
equal.” It is, therefore, the expectation of civil
society that no person is above the law, and all
are subjected to equal treatment.26
The sanctity of human rights entails that
every person be protected under the law, regard-
less of political belief and religious persuasion.
This may be violated, however, when the govern-
ment fails to improve the welfare of the people
and cannot ensure that civil society, especially the
rural and urban poor, has access to facilities that
make life worth living. 
The creation of the one-party state in Malawi
was the result of conscious policy and was in line
with the clearly laid down strategy by those in
power.27 The outcome of these developments was
the denial of human rights and civil liberties to
those considered or suspected of disagreeing with
the regimes.28
In the extreme form, such political domination
was strengthened by the promulgation of specific
legislation, as in the case of the Malawi Congress
Party (MCP), that “it has been universally accepted
that the Malawi Congress Party is supreme and
that no one is above the Party.”29 This meant that
the MCP was actually above the law.
I need to remind Malawians that since 2004,
the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
Government has maintained a track record of
making human rights and the rule of law the
basic ingredients of good governance and a
robust society. Every individual in Malawi 
has been guaranteed all rights and freedoms 
recognized by our Constitution and other inter-
national instruments to which Malawi is a party.
Specifically, the DPP Government has contin-
ued to guarantee the right of the individual to the
rule of law, including the right to a fair trial.
There are no political prisoners in Malawian jails,
and even those who have made seditious or trea-
sonable statements have not been jailed or have
been forgiven. There is the right to be presumed
innocent until proven guilty by a competent judi-
ciary system.30 There is the right to be defended
and the right to be brought to trial within a rea-
sonable period of time.
I must also stress that since the DPP
Government came into power, there has been 
no discrimination of any kind based on a person’s
race, sex, tribe, colour, religion, political views,
social origin, social status, birth, gender, or 
other considerations.
Our Government has guaranteed the right,
through the recognized political process, to vote
to change the political system, including the
Government or representatives, through the 
ballot box. Government has also guaranteed the
right of the people to demand that all elected
representatives be fully accountable to the people
and undertake their responsibilities and mandates
with transparency, dedication, and integrity.31
All the above rights are guaranteed both in
law and practice. As a result, Malawi has been
rated one of the most peaceful nations in Sub-
Saharan Africa.
GOOD  GOVERNANCE
The Malawi leadership is constantly being accused
of poor or bad governance when implementing a
policy of self-reliance. What is good governance?
Those who accuse Government have not laid
down clear principles of good governance. But,
what is good governance?
According to the World Bank,
“Good governance includes the creation,
protection, and enforcement of property
rights, without which the scope for market
transactions is limited. It includes the pro-
vision of a regulatory regime that works
with the market to promote competition.
And it includes the provision of sound
macroeconomic policies that create a stable
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environment for the market activity. Good
governance also means the absence of cor-
ruption, which can subvert the goals of
policy and undermine the legitimacy of
public institutions that support markets.”32
The African Development Bank (ADB) 
looks at good governance from another angle. 
It considers democracy and governance to be
interlinked and complementary in ensuring that
there is legitimate and effective distribution of
economic growth. 
The ADB sets out the following essential 
elements for good governance: “ensuring
accountability of public agencies and officials
through formal transparent process for monitor-
ing and reporting; fostering transparency at all
levels of government and public administration,
including budgetary transparency; combating
corruption; fostering greater participation, and
freedom of speech and association to enable the
beneficiaries of government programs to partici-
pate effectively in determining and meeting their
needs; nurturing an objective and efficient judici-
ary; and enhancing efficiency within public and
private institutions by building technical and
management capacities.”33
Some Western donors have joined the NGOs’
litany that there is poor governance in Malawi.
But they, too, have not defined good governance.
Good governance must be based on deliberate
policies for the creation of new opportunities for
income generation for all people, especially
women and youth. It is a fact that our Govern-
ment strives to ensure co-ownership of the politi-
cal and economic machinery by the people, and
that decision-making and power-sharing are exer-
cised through the will of people.34
The following are the broad policy guidelines
for good governance and self-reliance that need
to be discussed regarding the social and economic
development of our country:
• A country that is not well-governed cannot
have free, fair, and credible elections, and
enjoy peace and stability when many coun-
tries in Sub-Saharan Africa face conflicts
and political instability.
• A country that is poorly or badly governed
cannot attain a fast macro-economic growth
of 7.5 percent per annum for seven years,
reduce inflation to a single digit, and lower
interest rates from 35 percent to 13 percent.
• An economy that is poorly managed cannot
produce enough food to feed its people and
create a huge surplus.
• A poorly-governed country cannot build
such super highways, bridges, ports, and
public buildings, such as the National
Assembly, the International Conference
Centre, and the universities.
• A country that is badly managed cannot
reduce the HIV/AIDS infection rate and
save so many lives by introducing free anti-
retroviral therapies (ARTs), reduce maternal
mortality from over 800 per 100,000 people
to approximately 500, and reduce child and
infant mortality from 76 deaths per 1,000
live births to 66 deaths per 1,000 live births.
These factors are not consistent with the claims
from our antagonists that Malawi is poorly-gov-
erned. On the contrary, Malawi is a tangible
example of a well-governed economy and is grad-
ually taking control of its development path
through its own domestic policy reforms.
THE  POWER  TO  GOVERN
The advent of our independence also brought
about the question: who has the power to govern
Malawi? This question is relevant in the wake of
the attempts by some opposition NGOs to force
Government to abrogate its responsibility to
become self-reliant. This also answers those that
lambast the government and leadership of this
country for asserting our independence and
national sovereignty. The quest for sovereignty
and self-reliance is not “arrogance,” as members
of the opposition say.
The power to govern is derived from the
Constitution of the Republic of Malawi, which
states: “The Executive shall be responsible for
the initiation of policies and legislation and for
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the implementation of all laws which embody the
express wishes of the people of Malawi and which
promote the principles of this constitution.”35
Speaking to his people on the same issue of
political independence and on the power to gov-
ern, Kwame Nkrumah, the former President of
Ghana, said:
“I am asking you to give my Government
the power to bring to fruition the longing
hopes, the ardent dreams, and fervent aspi-
rations of the Chiefs and the people of our
country. Throughout a century of alien
rule our people have, with ever increasing
tendency, looked forward to a bright and
glorious day when they shall regain their
ancient heritage and once more take their
place rightly as free men of the world.”36
From the preceding paragraphs, we can deduce
that our government acknowledges that multiparty
democracy in Malawi sought to restore the confi-
dence of the people in their Government. The
people of Malawi wanted a government they
could trust. They also wanted a government that
would ensure that we, the people of Malawi,
believed in ourselves and would take full control
of our destiny. The events that followed after that
1993 referendum, however, told another story.
Similarly, the international community and
the development partners had lost confidence in
Malawi’s Government, political institutions, and
leadership. The DPP Government restored all
this, and we had our US$3 billion debt cancelled.
I must add that when the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) was established in 2005,
our country was divided. There was disunity
among our people and corruption had robbed the
ordinary people of the chance to prosper. Indeed,
for ordinary people, things had changed for the
worse. Now improvement in the standard of living
of our people, including those in rural areas, is
clearly visible. People are generally better off
today than they were in 2004. 
I believe that few people can dispute the fact
that the DPP Government has brought about
new hope for a united Malawi. Our development
agenda has been to create new wealth, and to
generate income and more jobs so that our 
people can enjoy the fruits of independence. 
To achieve economic growth and fight poverty,
Malawi has experienced genuine change in the
way our country had been governed. Since 2004,
we have new and dedicated leadership with a
clear vision for sustained growth and development.
We also have a sense of direction based on the
real needs and aspirations of our people.
While it is true that our country is facing
problems of power blackouts, fuel shortages, and
foreign exchange scarcity, there is, nonetheless,
consensus at both the national and international
levels that the economy has performed relatively
well. Malawi has effectively emerged from food-
begging to food self-reliance. Malawi has better
roads, better schools, and better hospitals than it
did before. Malawi has successfully implemented
policy reforms in the public and private sectors.
Malawi has leadership with a clear vision, and
people know where we came from, where we are
now, and where we are going. According to inde-
pendent assessments, during the past five years,
Malawi has become one of the best managed
economies in Sub-Saharan Africa.37
The DPP has established a government that is
tolerant, honest, transparent, dependable, just, and
accountable to the people. Governance now stands
for discipline, hard work, and dedication. It also
calls for a system in which people at all levels are
guaranteed the liberty to belong to any political
party and participate in decisions affecting them.
I therefore believe that from the point of view
of our country, the basic principles of governance
include the ability of various stakeholders to
coexist with those with opposing views through
tolerance and understanding, deliberation, con-
sultation, and dialogue. This is predicated upon
common ownership of the political process and
sharing of power, adherence to the rule of law,
guarantees of human rights, and basic freedoms
with civil liberties.
It must be acknowledged that the success of
the DPP government has created a battlefield for
confrontation between the opposition and the
ruling party, largely because of differences in the
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interpretation of democracy outside constitutional
provisions. When that happens, the essence of
participatory democracy becomes obliterated and
does not take into account the totality of the
aspirations of the people at all levels of society.
It is a fact that during the past seven years,
Malawi has had real and tangible achievements,
including the construction of the state-of-the-art
National Parliament, an international conference
centre and hotel, and soon a university of which
we can all be proud. We are successfully fighting
HIV/AIDS and we are winning the battle. It is a
fact that fewer people now die from AIDS than
ever before, and we have reduced deaths from
malaria and other easily preventable diseases. 
We have also drastically reduced maternal, child,
and infant mortality, even by United Nations
standards. We have built new hospitals and clinics
even in remote rural areas.38
Furthermore, through my leadership, our
government has enhanced economic growth from
a negative rate in 2003 to a robust 7.5 percent
average over the past six years. The number of
our people living in extreme poverty has been
significantly reduced. We are also poised to meet
all the Millennium Development Goals of the
United Nations by 2015.39
Are these the signs of a “failed state?” Let us
discuss that question.
NAT IONAL  SELF -REL IANCE
Self-reliance refers to the ability of a nation to
articulate its growth and development policy
without external influence, and for that country
to rely on its own resources for attaining such
development.40 One tenet of self-reliance is the
ability to have policy reforms that positively
impact on the well-being of the people. 
I want to remind the people of Malawi that
the policy reforms that we have implemented
over the past seven years were not induced or
forced upon us by outsiders, but sprang from our
own convictions. We defined what we wanted to
achieve, including selecting the “nine priorities
within priorities,” based upon our own conviction
that this was the way forward.41
Indeed, we have seen that the choice of our
reforms was the right one, as our macroeconomic
growth has been phenomenal by any standards.
The DPP Government has given special impor-
tance to the design and implementation of home-
grown, sound macroeconomic policies to support
good governance.
The principal objective of self-reliance is to
attain a faster rate of sustainable macroeconomic
growth within a stable political and economic
environment.42 In that regard, Government has
demonstrated that democracy can be strength-
ened in Malawi through the appropriate socio -
economic policy framework.
We have also proved that the way forward for
Malawi is attaining sustainable growth and devel-
opment through continued policy reforms. In that
regard, irregular and uneven growth of our econ-
omy has in the past led to disastrous consequences.
Let us, therefore, honestly discuss how we
shall effectively address the internal disequilibrium
in our economy by avoiding serious foreign
exchange shortages, unsustainable budget deficits,
and mounting domestic debt burdens. Let us also
agree how we shall continue to ensure stability in
macroeconomic indicators, such as government
budget allocations and interest, inflation, and
exchange rates.
As a commitment to good governance, our
Government shall redesign macroeconomic pro-
grammes by striking a balance between short-
term policies for crisis management and medium-
to long-term perspective planning, leading to real
structural transformation of our economy and
attainment of self-determination of our national
policy that takes account of the basic interests of
all our people.43
Lastly, as a means of strengthening self-
reliance, Malawi will continue to promote private-
sector participation in the implementation of
Government priorities and determining appro-
priate policies to attract foreign direct and cross-
border investments.
THE  POL IT ICAL  ECONOMY  OF
DEVALUAT ION
I now turn to the political economy of devaluation
of the Kwacha. It is important to let Malawians
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know that devaluation has serious political, 
economic, and social implications that must be
understood by all of us. First and foremost, the
people of Malawi should know that devaluation
has profound consequences on economic devel-
opment and brings in inflation, disequilibrium 
in the economic indicators, and instability in 
the exchange rate systems. This is because specu-
lators look for further devaluation for purely 
personal gains.44
I s  t he  Kwacha  Rea l l y  Ove r va l ued?
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) believes
that the Kwacha is “overvalued” and the current
exchange rate is a significant barrier to economic
diversification as it discourages local and foreign
investment. Nothing can be further from reality
than this assertion. IMF officials need to tell us
the correct or equilibrium value of our currency,
and also when the Kwacha might be undervalued.
To date nobody, including the IMF, has provided
a model that shows the equilibrium rate for the
Malawi Kwacha.
Since 1994, the IMF has been asking Govern-
ment to devalue the Kwacha every year as a 
condition for having a programme with them.
Discussions with the IMF have always been 
preconditioned by Malawi agreeing to devaluate
the Kwacha, failing which the fund happily
announces that our programme with the IMF 
is “off-track.”
The IMF further argues that “the poor can be
insulated from any potential inflationary impacts
of exchange rate policy through a continuation of
fertilizer subsidy and perhaps some expansion of
targeted social safety net programmes such as
cash transfers and transparent fuel subsidies to
society’s most vulnerable.”45
The fallacy in this argument is quite obvious.
Past experience in our country has shown that
devaluation has not worked, and the vulnerable
have never really been protected. The reality is
that devaluation makes the poor and vulnerable
become poorer because the cost of living goes up
without a corresponding increase in their
incomes. In fact, there is ample evidence to show
that poor people all over the world have never
been adequately compensated by devaluation
because their day-to-day basic needs are always
out of reach when inflation takes place. The IMF,
however, always holds the view that devaluation of
the Kwacha is the panacea for all our problems.
It must be pointed out that the argument for
devaluation is weak and inconsistent with the
realities on the ground. The IMF is oversimplify-
ing a very complex issue. A country that relies on
primary commodity exports does not increase its
exports through devaluation.46 In Malawi, tobacco,
cotton, tea, sugar, and coffee are regulated by
international commodity agreements and, hence,
are non-responsive to currency devaluation as a
stimulant to export.
Furthermore, for a country like Malawi whose
manufacturing industry largely depends upon
imported raw materials, devaluation of the
Kwacha would result in increased cost of produc-
tion and, hence, an increase in the prices of 
manufactured goods, thereby making our exports
less competitive. 
In response to the IMF assertion that Malawi
is off-track, let it be known that the development
track for our country is the Malawi Growth and
Development Strategy under which we have been
implementing the nine priorities within priorities.
The IMF had accepted this strategy as a guideline
for growth and development in Malawi. Our
development path has enabled our country to
attain a proven track-record of sustainable growth.
Malawi is, therefore, not “off-track.” Which
track is the IMF referring to? Could it be that it
is the IMF that is “off-track” regarding Malawi’s
path to prosperity? Let us discuss this issue.
Deep  Roo ted  S t r uc t u ra l  P r ob l ems
The issue of the valuation of our national currency
must be examined within the context of the deep
structural problems inherent in our economy.
Many local and international economists agree
that the structural problems Malawi is facing can-
not be solved by mere devaluation. For instance,
Malawi does not have a wide range of manufac-
tured goods that are tradable in the international
market and hence could help earn more foreign
exchange.47
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Malawi’s major cash crops, such as tobacco,
tea, cotton, and sugar, do not benefit from 
devaluation because they come under specific
commodities agreements. So, the argument that
devaluation will restore equilibrium in the exter-
nal imbalance of the country is not correct.
Devaluation does not make sense in the case of
Malawi. In fact, empirical evidence shows that
Malawi has never benefitted from devaluation
since 1994 when the Kwacha was floated. 
So, I want you, the people of Malawi, to
debate this issue and take a national decision on
the way forward. Those that believe we should,
indeed, devalue should give reasons for saying so;
those that believe devaluation is harmful to our
country should also say so.
Past experience has taught us that devaluation
has always been inflationary and invited specula-
tive attacks on the exchange rate of the Malawi
Kwacha. In fact, last year the IMF insisted that
we devalue the Kwacha, arguing that this would
result in increased availability of foreign exchange.
In 2010, we were forced to devalue the currency
from K140 to K150, but no additional foreign
reserves were generated as a result of this devalu-
ation. On the contrary, the poor people were
affected negatively as prices of basic goods and
services went up.
My Government is convinced that the present
external payment imbalances can be resolved by
addressing the “over-liberalized” nature of our
economy, accompanied by real changes in indus-
trial production and manufacturing of goods to
earn more foreign exchange. We can also address
the imbalances by addressing “transfer pricing”
and illegal externalization of foreign exchange by
most business entities and commercial banks in
our country.
Conventional wisdom, therefore, supports the
policy of building enough reserves to support
such reforms, failing which, the burden of adjust-
ment falls on ordinary citizens, especially the
poor, while a few traders get very rich overnight.
I have yet to be convinced about how the infla-
tionary pressures and the subsequent hardship on
my people can be avoided.
A bad policy was when we allowed tobacco
dollars to go straight to commercial banks,
resulting in unprecedented shortages of essential
commodities like fuel, fertilizers, and pharmaceu-
ticals. Malawi has experienced this because 
commercial banks, being solely driven by profit
motives, never prioritised the allocation of 
foreign exchange to the importation of these
essential commodities.
FORE IGN  EXCHANGE  EARN INGS
I now invite Malawians to consider the following
solutions to Malawi’s foreign exchange crisis.
These should encompass short-, medium-, and
long-term solutions. In the short-term Govern-
ment is instituting the following:
• There will be a more effective way of allocat-
ing foreign exchange, bearing in mind the
need to sustain inflows of essential com-
modities (fertilizer, fuel, medicine, and
teaching materials, etc.) without interruption.
• There will be tighter and more stringent 
regulations governing the operations of 
foreign exchange bureaux, within the con-
text of the laws of Malawi governing the
operations and the externalization of 
foreign exchange.
• All exporters and commercial banks will be
required to submit monthly reports to the
Reserve Bank of Malawi showing their for-
eign exchange earnings and how these are
being utilized. All importers will be required
to declare the true value of their imports
and the sources of foreign exchange financing
for such imports.
• Government has directed that all proceeds
from the sale of tobacco on the auction
floors be channelled through the Reserve
Bank of Malawi, which will determine how
to allocate the foreign exchange to authorised
dealer banks.
• Tighter controls on importation of luxury
goods that consume much of our foreign
exchange in line with agreements within the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa (COMESA)/Southern African
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Development Community (SADC) trade
protocols, and the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).
• There will only be one official exchange rate
in Malawi, fixed by the Reserve Bank of
Malawi, and the so-called “bureaux rate”
will be abolished immediately.
• It will be illegal for any unauthorised person
or persons, or organizations to deal in for-
eign exchange. Schools, institutions, hotels,
and tourist resorts will not be allowed to
quote prices in U.S. dollars, but in Malawi
Kwacha, which is the national legal tender.
In the medium-term, discussions will be held
with all enterprises manufacturing exports to
achieve the following:
• To increase their output for exports in order
to boost foreign exchange earnings.
• Create new incentives to boost export 
manufacturing.
• The urgent need to establish an effective
trade and investment centre to encourage
new investment in production of goods 
for export. 
In the long-term, the following measures will
be taken amongst others:
• Government shall establish new manufac-
turing industries to produce new products 
of high international quality and standards,
using our own abundant agricultural raw
materials, minerals, and other natural
resources, and enhancing the development
of agro-industries and processing. We shall
also promote efficient and optimal utilization
of our raw materials, taking into account the
need to enhance the role of small-, medium-,
and large-scale industries.
• Government shall also establish “Free
Export Processing Zones” so as to attract
foreign investors into such areas as produc-
tion of electronic components and computer
chips for export, thereby increasing invest-
ments and foreign exchange earnings.
• Government shall encourage industrial
research science and technology in our
country, especially in the development and
manufacture of new brand-name products
using the latest technologies.
• Government shall promote the production,
marketing, and export of high-value agricul-
tural commodities, such as pigeon peas,
wheat, lentils, beans, paprika, spices, and 
cut flowers.
• Government shall look into the possibilities
for Malawi to manufacture electronic goods
and components for similar industries.
• Government shall promote import substitu-
tion in all areas where the opportunity exists.
• Government shall develop tourist attraction
areas into high-level destinations in order 
to attract more international tourists to 
our country.
• Government shall promote remittances
from Malawians living abroad by addressing
any impediments that have discouraged such
remittances in the past. 
THE  ZERO-DEF IC I T  BUDGET
De f i n i t i o n  and  Concep t
I now turn to the “zero-deficit” budget as an
integral aspect of political independence, national
sovereignty, and self-reliance. It is also an aspect
of good governance. Let me start by defining the
budget as an estimate of income and expenditure
of a government or corporate entity or even an
individual, covering a period of one year. When
the Minister of Finance prepares the national
budget, he ensures that for every expenditure
item, there is matching income or revenue to
fund such expenditure. 
A “budget deficit” would be defined as the
shortfall between the resources a country is able
to raise from its own resources and the estimated
expenditure for the given period. For instance, if
Malawi planned to spend K200 billion as our
budget for a period of one year, but can only
raise say K180 billion from our own domestic
resources, the difference of K20 billion would be
the “deficit,” a shortfall that we would beg
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donors to meet.
Simply stated, a “deficit budget,” within the
context of the Malawi fiscal framework, arises in
a situation when the nation fails to generate
enough funds to cover the estimated expenditure
for a given period of time. 
Ever since our independence in 1964, we have
always depended on external donors to fund a
large portion of our recurrent expenditures such
as salaries, allowances, and such utilities as elec-
tricity, water, and the like. In other words, we
have come to believe that the deficit budget is 
the normal way to go.
It is important for me to explain that the
donor funding for the deficit did not come on a
silver platter but with a lot of strings attached. 
In fact, Malawians must know that for the 2010-
2011 financial year, donors funded us less than
three-quarters of what they had promised. The
conditionalities included: forced devaluation 
of the Kwacha; surrendering all tobacco sales
proceeds to commercial banks and not to the
Reserve Bank of Malawi; accepting homosexuality
and lesbianism; liberalization of the importation
of pornographic materials; and the privatization
of strategic institutions. 
This is the heavy price we have been paying
for not being willing to stand on our own in as
far as the budget was concerned.
The  Ra t i ona l e  f o r  t he  Ze ro -De f i c i t
Budge t
The “zero-deficit budget” therefore is intended
to make our country economically independent
and self-reliant. Politically, this also means that
we shall truly be moving towards sovereignty. It
will also instil fiscal discipline and improve the
creation and more efficient allocation of foreign
reserves. This also implies that from this year
onwards, all our recurrent expenditures will be
met from our own resources. For instance, for
the financial year 2011-2012, our recurrent
expenditure stands at K218.8 billion, against
domestic revenue of K242 billion, giving us a
surplus of K23.2 billion, that has been allocated
to development projects.
I must emphasize, however, that this does not
mean that we shall not need donor funding for
development projects identified in the nine prior-
ities we are implementing. On the contrary, we
hope that grants from donors will be increased
and will go directly to finance development proj-
ects, such as schools, hospitals, roads, education,
science and technology, industrial research and
development, and other income-generating or
productive activities.
It is the view of many Malawians that donors
and development partners would actually welcome
this development because it will ease accounta-
bility with funds allocated to specific projects.
I want to assure this nation that Government
will implement a sound monetary and fiscal policy
that enables better resource allocation in support
of the zero-deficit budget. Government will also
implement monetary policy reforms focused
towards reducing and properly managing huge
domestic borrowing, reducing balance-of-pay-
ments deficits, and lowering interest rates. Such
reforms will aim at strengthening monetary con-
trols, improving domestic savings, and financing
investments, and will focus on the following:
• A review of the taxation policy that will take
into account the level of our development
and economic performance. New measures
will also be introduced to broaden the tax
base while easing the tax burden, and to
improve mechanisms for tax collection
through the introduction of efficient and
robust systems and processes. 
• The reduction of unproductive and luxury
expenditure will be the cornerstone of
sound financial policy. Management of 
public finances will be significantly
improved through drastic reductions in 
non-productive government spending and
more disciplined budgetary controls.
• Increasing domestic income-generating
capacities and savings that enable our 
country to move decisively towards greater
dependence on domestic resources for
growth and development. 
• Enhancing supervision of the operational
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efficiency of domestic financial and monetary
institutions, with the aim of creating a new
culture for domestic investment and savings. 
• Curbing the illegal repatriation of Malawi’s
foreign exchange earnings that is now taking
place at an alarming rate. 
• Business enterprises and commercial banks
will have to show more commitment, nation-
alism, and patriotic feeling toward the coun-
try that hosts them by voluntarily refraining
from the high propensity to externalize all our
foreign exchange earnings to banks abroad.
They must retain some of it for productive
investment in Malawi. To that end, Malawi
will significantly shift from a “spending” to
a “saving” culture, so as to improve domestic
finance for investment and development. 
• Enhancing the spirit of hard work, resource-
fulness, and dedication among all public 
servants, including avoidance of corruption. 
In the medium- to long-term, the zero-deficit
budgets will be financed from more advanced
industrial and manufacturing ventures that will
create internationally-tradable goods for export.
Without viable manufacturing and exports, our
country cannot sustain growth and development.
We should, therefore, be determined to ensure
that Malawi should strive to industrialize much
faster than in the past, because industrialization
will determine the level of our future prosperity. 
I believe that together with the private sector,
we can achieve high efficiencies and productivity
of the industrial and manufacturing sectors. More
specifically, we have the capacity to stimulate
indigenous export-oriented industries, through
standardization, packaging, and quality control 
to enable goods produced and manufactured in
Malawi to compete effectively in the local,
regional, and international markets.
The ultimate aim of our Government is to be
able to finance our national budget without
recourse to donor support. For this to happen,
we must place industrial development, manufac-
turing, and trade as a top priority to enhance for-
eign exchange earnings. We shall need to upgrade
our industrial and production structures to attain
high levels of efficiency and competitiveness to
enable our country to produce a new range of
manufactured, capital, and intermediate goods.
MANAGING  FUEL  SUPPL IES
With regard to management of fuel supplies to
our country, it is important for us to discuss and
find solutions, taking into account the following
salient factors: 
• Since 2004, the price of crude oil in the
world market has gone up many times. In
2004, the price of crude oil was about $7 per
barrel. Then it shot up to over $140 per
barrel, but now this is just under $100 per
barrel. The rise in the price of crude oil also
affects the price at which Malawi buys fuel. 
• Presently, Malawi spends about $30 million
per month to buy only fuel. This is not a
small amount of money for our country. 
• Malawi is a landlocked country with long 
distances from the three main ports of Beira,
Nacala, and Dar es Salaam. Any delays at
any of the ports for even one day, immedi-
ately affects the supply of oil to our country. 
• During the past seven years, there have been
tremendous developments taking place in
the building and construction industries.
These are signs of a growing economy and
growing fuel consumption. Between 1964
and 1994, the country imported a much
smaller number of vehicles per annum.
Similarly, between 1994 and 2004, the annual
importation of vehicles including tractors,
construction vehicles, and motor vehicles
was very small. Malawi presently imports
some 3,600 vehicles each year, besides
heavy-duty construction vehicles, tractors,
excavators, and earth-movers. No one can
dispute that such machinery and equipment
consume a great deal of fuel. 
• At the insistence of the IMF and the 
World Bank that we privatize the oil sector,
Government abrogated its responsibility 
for fuel supply from the former Petroleum
Control Commission to the private sector,
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the Petroleum Import Limited (PIL). The
PIL, as a private company, operates merely
to maximize their profits and has not 
created storage to ensure fuel security of
this country. In fact, the company has always
refused to stock oil reserves, arguing that
this would be too expensive for them.48
As a result of these factors, we have literally
been living hand-to-mouth, in that our country
was not able to establish any fuel reserves for
price stabilization. As a result of listening to the
IMF, Malawi agreed that all foreign exchange
earnings from tobacco and other exports should
be held by commercial banks, and not by the
Reserve Bank, as was traditionally the case.
Malawians should know that all proceeds from
tobacco sales last tobacco season were deposited
directly into commercial banks. But instead of
these banks allocating foreign exchange to essen-
tial imports of fuel, fertilizers, medicine, and edu-
cation materials, they allowed all our reserves to
be externalized to countries such as India, United
Arab Emirates, Pakistan, United Kingdom,
Switzerland, South Africa, and countries in South
East Asia—hence, the shortage of foreign
exchange to purchase fuel.
Government has taken the following short-,
medium-, and long-term steps to deal with the
fuel supply problem in Malawi:
1. The Government has now taken charge of
fuel purchasing, importation, and marketing
through its wholly-owned company, the
National Oil Company of Malawi
(NOCMA). Agreements have been reached
with various petroleum supply companies,
and fuel has already started to flow regularly
into Malawi. NOCMA will be the only
company that will purchase, import, store,
and sell fuel and related products in Malawi.
2. Government has contracted an international
firm to construct adequate fuel storage
facilities in the country, starting with
Lilongwe, Blantyre, and Mzuzu. It is
expected that these storage facilities will 
be ready within six months, and Malawi
shall have adequate fuel reserves to ensure
stability and security in the fuel supply.
Government will be negotiating with private
oil marketing companies to buy existing
fuel storage facilities in our country and will
start bringing fuel into these facilities soon.
3. Government will instruct all petroleum
companies operating in our country to
ensure that their filling stations maintain a
given mandatory level of fuel reserves to
meet temporary shortages.
4. Government will regulate the importation
of vehicles into the country to ensure con-
formity with emission standards and fuel
consumption patterns. It must be under-
stood that many of the cars we import 
from Japan are reconditioned and therefore
consume more fuel than ordinary vehicles.
5. Government is actively discussing with 
various companies, agencies, and institutions
to reach an agreement that will ensure an
uninterrupted fuel supply to our country.
THE  CHALLENGES  OF  ENERGY
SUPPLY
With regard to the energy situation in our coun-
try, I want to explain that all countries in the
world, large or small, rich or poor, face the chal-
lenges of ensuring an adequate supply of energy
at some point in their economic history. This is
because of the fact that as development gathers
momentum, the consumption of energy also
increases.
In the case of our country, Malawi has seen
phenomenal growth and development over the
last two decades. New and heavy industries have
been established, including cement, textile, and
mining, such as the Kayerekera. We have also
seen rapid expansion of our cities and towns, and
all these houses and public buildings require huge
supplies of additional electricity. 
Presently, our country produces a total of 280
megawatts of electricity against the demand of
over 300 megawatts. There is, therefore, a short-
age of power supply at any given time. The reason
is that, in the past, Government did not make
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new investments in power generation, but merely
concentrated on maintenance of existing facilities
that are absolute. Our electricity generation has
consequently remained almost stagnant.
The main power generation plants at Nkula 
A and B were commissioned over forty years ago,
and have outlived their productive lives. Indeed,
additional power generation has been installed 
at Tedzani and Kapichilla, but these have not
eased the increased demand for industrial and
home electricity.
One of the most immediate policy options for
Malawi is to develop additional power generation
to meet the growing demand for electricity.
Therefore, Government plans to undertake ten
comprehensive feasibility studies on the Ruo
River, Bua River, South Rukuru (Lower Fufu), and
North Rukuru (Rufira), projects that would pro-
duce an estimated total output of 301 megawatts.
First, we are looking at possibilities for
improving the supply of existing power through
the support of the Millennium Challenge
Corporation of the United States. We shall
improve the power transmission and distribution
lines throughout the country, some of which are
old and dilapidated. This upgrade will improve
the supply of power to a number of areas.
Second, we are installing some of the genera-
tors at Kapichila and Tedzani that were planned,
a step that will add more megawatts into our
national grid.
Third, the World Bank has agreed to fund a
feasibility study on Mpatamanga Gorge, where
we can produce an additional 310 megawatts of
power at peak capacity.
Fourth, we are exploring the development of
solar energy throughout the country, as well as
coal-fired power generation. These measures can
provide an immediate solution to power supply in
some areas, especially for domestic consumption.
Fifth, the German Government has agreed 
to develop wind energy in the country. It is esti-
mated that this development could add up to 
84 megawatts.
Sixth, Government will consider interconnec-
tivity with Mozambique as a long-term measure,
although this does not offer an immediate solu-
tion to our energy problems. It would take at
least five years before Malawi can receive power
from Kabora Basa, and the cost for Malawi is too
much for us right now.
The combined energy power production in
the country is therefore enormous. When these
projects are realized, our country will have con-
siderable excess electricity supply for the next
two decades.
CONCLUS IONS
These are the real challenges facing our country
concerning fuel supplies, foreign exchange short-
ages, and power outages. Many countries around
the world, including developed countries, face
similar problems during the cycle of their devel-
opment, but find national solutions. All countries
do not solve their problems by engaging in a
blame game. For instance, to conclude that
Malawi is a “failed state,” or that fuel shortages
are the result of poor governance, is to deliberately
distort the facts. 
Let us freely debate these issues and find
common national solutions. We cannot solve
these problems through street demonstrations or
by constantly publishing lies, fabrications, and
misrepresentations about alleged poor governance.
We need to put our heads together and consider
this as a national challenge. 
I once again, therefore, invite all Malawians to
share our collective vision in which our country
will have economic growth fast enough to bring
about prosperity, reduce poverty significantly,
and make life better for everyone. We need to
produce enough food for all and to see that our
country transforms from being a predominantly
importing and consuming country to being a pre-
dominantly producing and exporting country. 
We also need to gradually turn our country into
an industrial nation through the use of modern
science and technology, so as to transform our
primary agricultural commodities, other raw
materials, and minerals, to create new wealth 
for our people.
I want to conclude this lecture by underscoring
that for this country to move from poverty to
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prosperity we need to find new ways to instil
confidence in the economy and to persuade
Malawians to believe in ourselves, so that we 
can achieve macroeconomic growth and reduce
poverty through sound financial management and
fiscal prudence. We need to redistribute incomes
by promoting significant domestic and foreign
financing and investment in our agricultural pro-
cessing, mining, industrial production, and man-
ufacturing. Above all, we need to increase the
supply of quality goods and services for domestic
and international markets.
Through this public lecture, I also hope the
people of Malawi will look for new opportunities
for national reconciliation and a shared vision for
our country. I am aware that there are people
who do not see what this country has achieved
even if the entire world says we have done well.
Nonetheless, I hope that this dialogue will 
promote a new sense of nationalism, patriotism,
collective responsibility, and national integrity.
Malawi belongs to all of us Malawians, includ-
ing those in the opposition. We are all bound
together with the rest of us to one Malawi and
one destiny. We have the responsibility and duty
to protect our independence and national sover-
eignty. No one has ever gained respect by despis-
ing or destroying his or her own country.
I am aware of the challenges of having an 
adequate supply of foreign exchange and fuel,
protecting our national sovereignty, implementing
a zero-deficit budget, and implementing our own
home-grown policies. These challenges cannot
be underrated. They are real and enormous. 
But I strongly believe that working together as
termites do, regardless of race, tribe, religion, 
or political affiliation, we can build the kind of
Malawi we want for ourselves, our children, and
our grandchildren.
With regard to donors and development part-
ners, what we are asking from them is not assis-
tance to implement the zero-deficit budget. 
We are asking them to continue supporting
Malawi in implementing the Malawi Growth 
and Development Strategy. We have achieved so
much together. I, therefore, ask them to continue
to walk with us all the way. 
Remember: Zidze Pano Nzatonse – “What 
happens to one happens to all.”
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Independence Day Speech by His
Excellency Amadou Toumani Touré,
President of the Republic of Mali, 
on the Fifty-first Anniversary of the
Independence of Mali
September 21, 2011
Koulouba, Mali
My dear compatriots, Malians inside and outside
of Mali, guests of Mali: 
Our country celebrates this September 22, 2011,
the fifty-first anniversary of her accession to
independence. This major event in the life of 
our nation is for me always a privileged occasion
for renewing our sentiment of recognizing and
paying the homage that is due to all of the heroes
of the resistance, whose intrepid struggle has
buoyed us on our path toward freedom, to the
unions, to the associations, to the political parties,
and to their leaders who delivered the message of
emancipation with courage and determination
before taking our first steps as a newborn state.
My dear compatriots,
The fiftieth anniversary of independent Mali
was, a year ago, a time for us to revisit the mem-
ory of the course that we have followed and
insisted on keeping intact by refusing to tear out
any page from our history. In a climate of enthu-
siasm and patriotic fervor, we have magnified the
accomplishments in favor of our entire population
during the last half-century. In reverence and
emotion, we also remember moments that tested
us. This objective look at the past and also at
present achievements has fostered among Malians
the conviction that our country is in no way con-
demned to the fatality of poverty. On the contrary!
We have proof of our ability to equip Mali with
modern infrastructures for transport, telecommu-
nications, and agricultural production, energeti-
cally, in order to accelerate our development.
By opting to focus on the well-being of
Malians at the heart of our project for society, we
have resolutely committed ourselves to
MALI
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responding to certain of society’s essential needs:
access to a roof over one’s head through the
program of providing public housing, and access
to good health with the long list of medical
treatments provided for free (treatment of
HIV/AIDS and malaria among children and
pregnant women, cesarean section, cataract
surgery, etc.). Here it involves—and I am
overjoyed about this—an affirmation of the social
and protective role of the State that is called
upon to be reinforced through obligatory health
insurance, which is one of the most important
reforms undertaken in our country since
independence. This system of collectively taking
on responsibility for the expenses for health
improves the access of the population to health
care. Obligatory health insurance is based on the
principle of solidarity among the members and
among the generations of our society that are
inscribed in the heart of our values as a
civilization. The government must continue to
explain and to expand the implementation of
obligatory health insurance.
My dear compatriots,
All these accomplishments, in order for them
to be perpetuated, must be carried on by a better-
organized State, with institutions that function
more effectively. This is the meaning to be given
to the reforms undertaken for the consolidation
of democracy. I congratulate the President of the
National Assembly and the ensemble of deputies
for their adoption of the proposed law bearing on
the revision of the constitution. That vote is
memorable for coming after rich and contested
debates that allowed for improvement of the text.
The sovereign people will be called to pronounce
themselves on this constitutional revision in the
framework of a referendum.
My dear compatriots,
As early as September of 2002, three months
after my election, I affirmed my conviction that
the vitality of a democracy rests on its ability to
be constantly reappraised and that our own could
not escape from this requirement. I had then
undertaken to launch these initiatives, in
agreement with the political class, aiming to
reinforce our political system and to improve the
practices of our democracy. It is in this spirit that
in February 2008 I commissioned a committee of
experts headed by the Minister Daba Diawara to
reflect on the consolidation of our democracy.
The reforms that were proposed will give to our
country—it is my conviction—appropriately-
adapted institutions that function harmoniously,
with political parties having reinforced capacity
and the ability to remain the principal actors of
our political life. The reforms will allow for
better organized and more transparent elections,
and more economical elections. The elections
will involve significant participation by our
citizens, with less controversial results and an
improvement of the quality of the print media as
well as respect for political pluralism on the level
of audio and visual media. These reforms will
make the civil society contribute more efficiently
to the consolidation of democracy and
citizenship. They will also give new bases to
social dialogue and the resolution of social
conflicts, and better protection of rights and
freedoms. I want to emphasize that the planned
modifications of the constitution, in the
framework of political reforms, are not cut out to
apply to present mandates. They will not come
into effect until after June 8, 2012.
My dear compatriots,
Our country has made important progress in
the socioeconomic realm, which must be supported
through a system of continuously adapted gover-
nance. The new administrative subdivision of the
territory, in an effort to improve governance in
the country, remains one of the indispensable
reforms to be carried out by our administration.
The subdivision takes into account the concern
for increased government proximity to the popu-
lation. It will be translated by the creation of:
• 1 District,
• 19 Regions instead of the present 8,
• 78 Circles instead of the present 49, and
• 348 Arrondissements instead of the 
existing 285.
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This will assure better administration of our
territory, which will be conducted in a controlled
manner over time and with the dissemination of
the public information necessary so that the
changes are well understood by our populations.
My dear compatriots,
A strong justice system is the basis for a State
of Law. The re-reading of the judicial map for
which the proposed texts have already been
adopted by the National Assembly remains one
of the objectives contained in the Project for
Economic and Social Development. The planned
objectives bear, on the one hand, on the elimina-
tion of the justices of the peace with extended
authority and the institution of Courts of “Great
Instance” (superior judicial courts) and Courts of
“First Instance”1 and, on the other hand, efficiency
in bringing resolvable cases to the justice system.
Beyond that, at the level of the superior judicial
courts, the reform proposes collegiality and guar-
antees a better quality of judicial decision-making.
The renewal of justice will be translated by the
creation of:
• 16 Superior judicial courts (replacing the
present judicial inferior courts of record),
• 42 Appellate tribunals  (replacing the
Justices of the Peace having extended
authority),
• 6 Appellate courts,
• 6 Administrative appellate courts,
• 6 Administrative tribunals,
• 6 Business tribunals,
• 11 Work tribunals at the level of the 
Higher Appellate Courts of the interior of
Bamako, and
• 53 Tribunals for children at the level of the
Higher Appellate Courts, the Appellate
Courts, and one in Bamako.
My dear compatriots,
The school is the place par excellence where
the future of our Nation is forged. All levels of
instruction are of course concerned, but everyone
is in agreement about the necessity to correct the
dysfunctions in our higher education system. The
reform that will go into effect as early as the
beginning of the 2011-2012 academic year aims
to promote the system of higher education and
scientific research based on the needs of the
Malian economy and to contribute in a dynamic
manner to access to employment of our young
university graduates. This reform must confer a
greater degree of autonomy to establishments of
higher education on the pedagogical, scientific,
cultural, and administrative levels. The State will
allocate the requisite financing to be at the dispo-
sition of the universities and will establish with
them a multi-year contract articulated around the
needs of our country in human resources. The
University of Bamako will be split into four uni-
versities, with a progressive implementation of
the reform that will be further articulated for 
the establishment of the University of Ségou.
Concerning the ongoing and in-service training
of our government personnel, work on the 
construction of the new National School of
Administration will begin October 7. The con-
struction of the university campus of Kabala is
proceeding at a satisfying rate. Its opening will
relieve pressure on the universities of Bamako
and increase our capacity to train students at the
university level.
My dear compatriots,
Our ambition is to base our training policy on
the needs of the market, and to orient training
toward those needs, producing human resources
endowed with the capacity for adaptation and
learning throughout their professional lives. This
choice underlines the priority that we will contin-
ue to accord to the employment sector. With
regard to accomplishments, the Agency for the
Promotion of Youth Employment has pursued
the implementation of a program for the employ-
ment of young people made up of the following
components:
• placing people in training programs of
qualification or apprenticeship,
• recruiting volunteers,
• training entrepreneurs, and
• financing projects presented by our youth.
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This engagement will be reinforced with the
adoption of a new youth employment program,
with financing of about 40 billion CFA francs,
compared to a total of 18 billion CFA francs dur-
ing the last five years. The number of volunteers
will increase to 5,000 youths in 2012, up from
3,000. These actions will be completed by the
various programs and projects that are in progress,
and which are specifically intended to insert
young people and promote youth employment.
In particular the following can be cited:
• The PAJE NIETA Project, which will allow
for the creation of approximately 12,000
jobs in the rural milieu, with financing of
12.5 billion CFA francs and entirely
financed by American technical assistance.
• The program of training and professional
insertion in the regions of Ségou and
Sikasso to benefit 16,000 young people and
worth more than 9 billion CFA francs, with
the financial and technical support of the
Duke of Luxembourg.
My dear compatriots, 
Peace and security are the basis of all develop-
ment. I am extremely pleased with the launching
of the operational phase of the Special Program
for Peace and Development (PSPSDN) of the
regions of the north of Mali. Founded on the
binomial security-development, the PSPSDN
will produce concrete responses to the needs of
the population in matters of health, education,
access to drinkable water, and support for local
economic activities.
The return of the administration and of 
the security forces will affirm the indispensable
commitment of the State to the success of the
program.
At a time when we are undertaking these
efforts sustained through the support of our part-
ners in development, the Sahelo-Saharan band
faces new security risks tied to the situation in
Libya. We must redouble our vigilance in order
to preserve the fragile equilibrium in the region,
and to reinforce the dynamic of the ongoing sub-
regional and international cooperation. In this
regard, I applaud the last meeting in Algiers of
our ministries of foreign affairs with our partners.
My dear compatriots, African brothers, guests 
of Mali:
Mali is now preparing to organize an impor-
tant referendum for the presidential and legisla-
tive elections of 2012. I invite the totality of
Malian men and women, the political class, the
unions, civil society, and our partners, to carry
out together with us, free, transparent, and credi-
ble elections in 2012.
“The real generosity towards the future con-
sists of giving our all in the present,” a celebrated
author once wrote. It is also the moment for each
one of us to give our all for the future of our
country, in participating positively in the battles
of today.
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MALI
Discours de Son Excellence Monsieur 
Amadou Toumani Touré, Président 
de la République, Chef de l’État, 
51ème anniversaire de l’Indépendance
du Mali
Koulouba, Mali
le 21 septembre 2011
Mes chers compatriotes, 
Maliens de l’intérieur et de l’extérieur, 
Hôtes du Mali, 
Notre pays célèbre ce 22 septembre 2011, le
51ème anniversaire de son accession à
l’indépendance. Cet événement majeur de la vie
de notre Nation est toujours pour moi une
occasion privilégiée de renouveler notre sentiment
de reconnaissance et de rendre un hommage
mérité à tous nos héros de la résistance, dont la
lutte intrépide, a balisé le chemin de la liberté,
aux organisations syndicales, aux associations, aux
partis politiques et à leurs leaders qui ont porté,
avec courage et détermination, le message de
l’émancipation avant de conduire les premiers pas
du nouvel Etat. 
Mes chers compatriotes, 
Le Cinquantenaire du Mali indépendant a été,
il y a un an, le temps de revisiter la mémoire de
notre parcours que nous avons tenu à garder
intact, en refusant de déchirer une quelconque
page de notre histoire. Dans un climat
d’enthousiasme et de ferveur patriotique, nous
avons magnifié les accomplissements à l’actif de
notre peuple tout entier, au cours du demi-siècle
écoulé. Dans le recueillement et l’émotion, nous
nous sommes aussi souvenus des moments
d’épreuves. Ce regard sans complaisance sur le
passé et sur les acquis d’aujourd’hui a conforté
chez les Maliennes et les Maliens la conviction
que notre pays n’est condamné à aucune fatalité
de la pauvreté. Bien au contraire ! Nous avons 
la preuve de notre capacité à doter le Mali
d’infrastructures modernes de transport, de
télécommunications, de production agricole,
énergétique pour accélérer notre développement.
En inscrivant l’homme et son bien-être au cœur
de notre projet de société, nous nous sommes
engagés résolument à répondre à certains de ses
besoins essentiels : l’accès à un toit à travers le
programme des logements sociaux, l’accès à la
santé avec la longue liste de pathologies ou
d’actes médicaux couverts par la gratuité
(traitement du Vih/Sida, du paludisme chez
l’enfant et la femme enceinte, la césarienne,
l’opération de la cataracte). Il s’agit là, et je m’en
réjouis, d’une affirmation du rôle social et
protecteur de l’Etat qui est appelé à se renforcer
avec l’Assurance maladie obligatoire, qui est une
des plus importantes réformes engagées dans
notre pays depuis l’indépendance. Ce système de
prise en charge collective des dépenses de santé
améliore l’accès des populations aux soins de
santé. L’Assurance maladie obligatoire est fondée
sur le principe de la solidarité entre les adhérents
et entre les générations, inscrit au cœur de nos
valeurs de civilisation. Le gouvernement doit
continuer à expliquer et vulgariser l’Assurance
maladie obligatoire. 
Mes chers compatriotes, 
Tous ces acquis, pour être pérennisés, ont
besoin d’être portés par un Etat mieux organisé,
avec des institutions qui fonctionnent plus
efficacement. C’est le sens à donner aux réformes
engagées pour la consolidation de la démocratie.
Je félicite le président de l’Assemblée nationale et
l’ensemble des députés pour l’adoption du projet
de loi portant révision de la constitution, à l’issue
d’un vote mémorable par ses résultats ; cela après
des débats riches et contradictoires qui ont
permis d’améliorer le texte. Le peuple souverain
sera appelé à se prononcer sur cette révision
constitutionnelle dans le cadre d’un référendum. 
Mes chers compatriotes, 
Dès septembre 2002, trois mois après mon
élection, j’avais affirmé ma conviction que la
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vitalité d’une démocratie réside dans sa capacité 
à se remettre constamment en question et que la
nôtre ne pouvait se soustraire à cette exigence. 
Je m’étais alors engagé à prendre des initiatives,
en accord avec la classe politique, visant au
renforcement de notre système politique et à
l’amélioration de notre pratique démocratique.
C’est dans cet esprit que j’ai chargé en février
2008 un comité d’experts dirigé par le ministre
Daba Diawara de conduire la réflexion sur la
consolidation de notre démocratie. Les reformes
proposées donneront à notre pays, c’est ma
conviction, des institutions adaptées qui
fonctionnent harmonieusement, avec des partis
politiques aux capacités renforcées et qui
demeureront les principaux acteurs de la vie
politique. Elles permettront des élections mieux
organisées, plus transparentes, moins chères, avec
une participation importante des citoyens et des
résultats moins contestés, l’amélioration de la
qualité de la presse écrite et le respect du
pluralisme politique au niveau de l’audiovisuel.
Elles feront contribuer plus efficacement la société
civile à la consolidation de la démocratie et de la
citoyenneté, donneront de nouvelles bases au
dialogue social et à la résolution des conflits
sociaux et une meilleure protection aux droits et
libertés. Je tiens à souligner que les modifications
à la Constitution préconisées, dans le cadre des
réformes politiques, n’ont pas vocation à régir les
mandats en cours. Elles n’entreront en vigueur
qu’après le 8 juin 2012. 
Mes chers compatriotes, 
Notre pays a accompli des progrès importants
au plan socio-économique qui ont besoin d’être
confortés à travers un système de gouvernance
constamment adapté. Le découpage administratif
du territoire, dans le souci d’une meilleure
gouvernance du pays, reste une des réformes
indispensables à mener par notre administration.
Le nouveau découpage administratif prend en
compte le souci d’une plus grande proximité avec
les populations. Il se traduira par la création de : 
• 1 District, 
• 19 Régions au lieu de 8 actuellement, 
• 78 cercles à la place des 49 cercles que
compte notre pays et, 
• 348 arrondissements à la place des 285
existants. 
Cette volonté d’assurer une meilleure
administration de notre territoire sera conduite
de façon maîtrisée dans le temps et avec la
pédagogie nécessaire à sa bonne compréhension
par nos populations. 
Mes chers compatriotes, 
Une justice forte est le socle de l’Etat de droit.
La relecture de la carte judiciaire dont les projets
de textes ont été adoptés par l’Assemblée
nationale, s’inscrit en droite ligne des objectifs
contenus dans le Projet pour le développement
économique et social. Les objectifs visés portent
d’une part sur la suppression des justices de paix à
compétence étendue et l’institution de tribunaux
de Grande instance et de tribunaux d’Instance, et
d’autre part sur le rapprochement de la justice
des justiciables. En outre, au niveau des tribunaux
de Grande instance, la reforme prévoit la
collégialité, garantie d’une meilleure qualité de 
la décision de justice. Le renouveau de la justice
se traduira par la création de : 
• 16 tribunaux de Grande Instance (en
remplacement des tribunaux de Première
instance actuels, 
• 42 tribunaux d’Instance (en remplacement
des Justices de paix à compétence étendue) ; 
• 6 Cours d’appel, 
• 6 Cours administratives d’appel, 
• 6 Tribunaux administratifs, 
• 6 Tribunaux de Commerce, 
• 11 Tribunaux de travail au niveau des
tribunaux de Grande instance de l’intérieur
et 1 à Bamako ;
• 53 tribunaux pour enfants au niveau de
tribunaux de Grande instance, des tribunaux
d’instance et 1 à Bamako. 
Mes chers compatriotes, 
L’Ecole est le lieu par excellence où se forge
l’avenir de notre Nation. Tous les ordres
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d’enseignement sont certes concernés, mais tout
le monde s’accorde sur la nécessité de corriger 
les dysfonctionnements dans l’enseignement
supérieur. La réforme qui entrera en vigueur dès
la prochaine rentrée universitaire (2011/2012),
vise à promouvoir un système d’enseignement
supérieur et de recherche scientifique axé sur 
les besoins de l’économie malienne et contribuant
de façon dynamique à l’accès à l’emploi des
jeunes diplômés. La reforme doit conférer une
plus large autonomie aux établissements
d’enseignement supérieur et ceci, aux plans
pédagogique, scientifique, culturel et administratif.
L’Etat mettra des financements conséquents à la
disposition des universités et établira avec elles un
contrat pluriannuel articulé autour des besoins en
ressources humaines de notre pays. L’Université
de Bamako sera scindée en quatre universités,
avec une mise en œuvre progressive de la réforme
qui sera encore plus prononcée pour l’université
de Ségou qui démarre. S’agissant de la formation
continue de nos cadres, les travaux de
construction du siège de la nouvelle Ecole
nationale d’administration démarreront le 7
octobre prochain. L’Ecole accueille déjà sa
première promotion. La construction du Campus
universitaire de Kabala se poursuit à un rythme
satisfaisant. Il améliorera les conditions d’accueil
des étudiants des universités de Bamako. 
Mes chers compatriotes, 
Notre ambition est d’orienter la formation 
sur les besoins du marché, avec des ressources
humaines dotées d’une capacité d’adaptation et
d’apprentissage tout au long de la vie
professionnelle. Ce choix souligne la priorité que
nous continuerons à accorder à l’emploi. En
termes de réalisations, l’Agence pour la
promotion de l’emploi des jeunes a poursuivi la
mise en œuvre du Programme emploi jeunes
dont les composantes sont : 
• le placement en stage de qualification ou
d’apprentissage,
• le recrutement de volontaires, 
• la formation à l’entreprenariat,
• le financement de projets présentés par les
jeunes, 
Cet engagement va se renforcer avec l’adoption
du nouveau Programme emploi jeunes, pour un
financement d’environ 40 milliards de Fcfa,
contre un montant de 18 milliards de Fcfa pour
les cinq dernières années. Le nombre de
volontaires passera de 3 000 à 5 000 jeunes en
2012. Ces actions seront complétées par
différents programmes et projets en cours et qui
visent spécifiquement l’insertion des jeunes et la
promotion de l’emploi des jeunes. On peut citer
plus particulièrement : 
• le projet PAJE NIETA qui permettra la
création d’environ 12 000 emplois dans le
milieu rural, pour un financement de 12
milliards 500 millions de Fcfa entièrement
financés par la coopération américaine. 
• le programme de formation et d’insertion
professionnelle dans les régions de Ségou et
de Sikasso en faveur de 16 000 jeunes pour
plus de 9 milliards de Fcfa, avec l’appui
financier et technique du Grand Duché du
Luxembourg. Mes chers compatriotes, 
La paix et la sécurité sont le socle de tout
développement. Je me réjouis du lancement de la
phase opérationnelle du Programme spécial pour
la paix et le développement des régions du nord
du Mali. Fondé sur le binôme sécurité-
développement, le PSPSDN apportera des
réponses concrètes aux besoins des populations
en matière de : 
• santé, 
• éducation,
• accès à l’eau potable,
• soutien à l’activité économique locale. 
Le retour de l’administration et des forces de
sécurité affirmera une présence de l’Etat
indispensable au succès du Programme. 
Au moment où nous engageons ces efforts
soutenus avec l’appui de nos partenaires au
développement, la bande sahélo-saharienne fait
face à de nouveaux risques sécuritaires liés à la
situation en Libye. Nous devons redoubler de
vigilance pour préserver le fragile équilibre dans
la bande et renforcer la dynamique de coopération
144
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sous-régionale et internationale en cours. Je
salue, à cet effet, la dernière rencontre à Alger 
de nos ministres des Affaires étrangères avec 
nos partenaires. 
Mes chers compatriotes, frères africains, hôtes 
du Mali, 
Le Mali se prépare à organiser un scrutin
référendaire, des élections présidentielles et
législatives en 2012. J’invite l’ensemble des
Maliennes et des Maliens, la classe politique, 
les syndicats, la société civile, nos partenaires à 
se mobiliser avec nous pour des élections libres,
transparentes et crédibles en 2012. « La vraie
générosité envers l’avenir consiste à tout donner
au présent », a dit un jour un célèbre écrivain.
C’est aussi le moment pour chacun de nous de
tout donner pour l’avenir de notre pays, en
participant positivement aux batailles
d’aujourd’hui.
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Message by His Excellency Dr the Hon 
Navinchandra Ramgoolam, GCSK, FRCP
Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Mauritius
Port Louis, Mauritius
September 30, 2011
Mauritius has achieved a remarkable degree 
of success since its independence in 1968.
Between 1968 and 2010, our country’s GDP 
per capita grew from U.S.$260 to more than
U.S.$7,000. This performance has been under-
pinned by a vibrant democracy, macroeconomic
and political stability, robust institutions, efficient
administration, a conducive regulatory environ-
ment, a well-developed financial system, and
preferential market access for sugar and textile
exports. By the mid-1990s, our objective was to
become a higher value-added, more diversified,
skill- and knowledge-intensive economy through
investment in human capital and infrastructure,
use of advanced technologies, and reform of the
regulatory environment to boost the creativity 
of the private sector. 
In the middle of the current decade, however,
the country experienced a triple trade shock with
reduced preferences and lower prices for its 
sugar and textile exports, and higher prices for 
its petroleum imports. To respond to these 
challenges, we embarked on a major ten-year
economic reform programme anchored around
opening the economy to the rest of the world and
moving away from reliance on preferences to face
global competition. This programme included
consolidating fiscal performance and increasing
public sector efficiency, enhancing trade competi-
tiveness, improving the investment climate, and
widening the circle of opportunities through 
participation, social inclusion, and sustainability. 
The tax and incentive systems were overhauled to
promote the diversification of the economy. An
Empowerment Programme to ensure inclusive
growth with equity and the Maurice Ile Durable
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project were initiated to promote sustainable
development and contribute towards combating
climate change.
The reform programme also lightened the
burden on exporters by removing tariffs on pro-
ductive inputs, providing tax-incentive subsidies,
and relaxing labour market regulations. The
overall trade and investment policy of the country
has been based on harnessing globalization and
improving market access. Apart from its trade
and investment policy, Mauritius has benefited
from prudent fiscal, exchange rate, and monetary
policies. Moreover, the development of strong
institutions and good governance has enabled 
us to overcome, to some extent, the constraints
resulting from the country’s small size. Further -
more, a strong partnership exists between public
and private sectors. 
Over the years, Mauritius has also positioned
itself as an attractive investment destination with
a business-friendly environment. This has been
acknowledged globally. For the past decade, the
country has undertaken bold and fundamental
reforms to build a world-class business environ-
ment and to further open up the economy to 
foreign capital, talents, expertise, and ideas. The
business regulatory framework is based on inter-
national best practices. 
The Government has always been receptive to
new ideas and has displayed a high level of adapt-
ability. At various stages in its history, we have
crafted imaginative public policies to adapt to
changing economic circumstances. Though bene-
fiting from the Sugar Protocol, Government 
recognized the importance of diversifying the
economy. Diversification into other sectors, 
particularly textiles, light manufacturing, and 
offshore banking and financial services, as well 
as information and communication technology
(ICT), has been quite successful. It has also trans-
formed the ethnic pluralism of Mauritius into an
economic asset.
The impressive economic performance has
indeed not been an accident but rather is the
result of careful planning and policies. The 
economy has shown strong resilience in the face
of such exogenous shocks as the phasing out of
the Multi-Fibre Agreement, significant reductions
in European Union Sugar Protocol prices, the
2008 food and fuel crisis, and the 2008-2009
global financial crisis.
Mauritius is currently among the top-per-
forming developing countries in starting a busi-
ness, paying taxes, and protecting investors, and
has been a consistent reformer since its inclusion
in Doing Business in 2005. Consequently, the
World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Survey 2011
ranks Mauritius as the ‘Number One’ business
destination in Africa and 20th in the world.
Mauritius is also first in Africa in the following
indices: Index of Economic Freedom 2011; Mo
Ibrahim Index of Africa Governance; Democracy
Index 2010; Enabling Trade Index 2010; and
Human Development Index 2010.
Simultaneously, the country is positioning
itself as a platform for investment by linking
Africa with Asia. Government has encouraged 
the use of the island as a transhipment centre, a
re-export base, and, more recently, an interna-
tional and regional knowledge centre. This gate-
way, characteristic of Mauritius, also relies on the
country’s position as a substantial international
financial centre that has gained worldwide recog-
nition as a safe and trusted jurisdiction by the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), the International
Organization of Securities Commission
(IOSCO), and the Islamic Financial Services
Board (IFSB), amongst others. Mauritius has
privileged and historical ties with key Asian 
countries, like India and China, as well as some
African countries, in addition to having a well-
defined policy for outward investment in Africa.
We have recently signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Republic of Congo for
the development of four special economic zones
in the Republic of Congo with the participation
of Singapore. We have an important network of
thirty-six Investment Promotion and Protection
Agreements (IPPAs) with major countries in Asia
and Africa (including sixteen IPPAs signed with
African countries) all of which complement the
positioning of the country as a secure investment
platform.
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Mauritius also wants to become a regional
knowledge centre. In this regard, it is hosting 
the Regional Multi-Disciplinary Centre of
Excellence (RMCE) and the Regional Technical
Assistance Centre of the International Monetary
Fund in Southern Africa (AFRITAC South). The
RMCE is a regional institution supported by the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern
Africa (COMESA), the East African Community
(EAC), the Intergovernmental Authority on
Development (IGAD), the Indian Ocean
Commission (IOC), and the Southern African
Development Community (SADC). The purpose,
thereof, is to develop critical human capacity-
building programmes in various areas, including
regional integration, public finance management,
regional infrastructure development, public 
economics, and finance.
Moreover, Mauritius has been working very
closely in recent years with SADC, COMESA,
IOC, and other stakeholders, such as the World
Bank, the African Development Bank, and the
EU, to develop an ambitious programme for
accelerating economic transformation in Eastern
and Southern Africa through deepened regional
integration and drastic improvement in business
environment. 
The proposed Road Map for Accelerating
Economic Transformation in Eastern and
Southern Africa aims at sparking a strong supply
response in the region, generating greater growth
and employment opportunities, and improving
living standards in the entire Eastern and
Southern Africa. It entails a series of ambitious
outward-oriented policy reforms, including: a
better business climate; enhanced regional inte-
gration; improved infrastructure; an attractive
investment framework that can be made available
in special economic zones; and strengthened
small-scale enterprises.
MAURIT IUS -U .S .  RELAT IONSH IP
At the core of the relationship between Mauritius
and the United States is our shared attachment to
such values as democracy, respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms, the rule of law,
and good governance, as well as our common
affiliation with the United Nations, the Human
Rights Council, and other UN bodies, where we
work closely on most of the pressing issues on
the international agenda. The nature and extent
of our bilateral relations have greatly evolved
over the years.
We value the technical assistance provided 
by the U.S. in various areas, such as peace and
security, intellectual property right law, natural
park conservation and management, seismology
and tsunami warning, and anti-piracy.
At the bilateral level, Mauritius collaborates
actively with the U.S. on several fronts. Much
progress has been achieved in the context of the
Trade and Investment Framework Agreement
(TIFA) signed in 2006. The TIFA has played a
crucial role in increasing trade and investment
between the two countries in recent years.
Mauritius also benefits from the provisions 
of the African Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA) that facilitate our exports to the U.S.
AGOA seeks to enhance trade and investment
between the U.S. and Africa by providing for
unilateral trade preferences to products originat-
ing from Sub-Saharan African countries. These
countries will benefit from duty-free and quota-
free access to the U.S. market for some 1,800
product lines under AGOA up to the year 2015,
in addition to 4,000 product lines under the
Generalised System of Preferences (GSP). AGOA
has improved the market access conditions for
apparel exports from Mauritius to the U.S.
With the changing landscape of global textile
and apparel trade, however, policymakers of Sub-
Saharan African countries have had to take several
measures aimed at boosting the competitiveness
of their manufacturers, whilst reducing the cost
of doing business. Mauritius eliminated all cus-
toms duties on raw materials and intermediate
goods, and has invested heavily in spinning activ-
ities and diversifying its sourcing of raw materials.
The overall objective of these policy measures is
to retain a market share amidst the exacerbating
competitive onslaught from other countries with
a view to maintaining employment, especially of
women. We would like to better exploit the non-
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trade provisions of AGOA, especially in relation
to capacity-building and concessionary finance.  
The limited duration of AGOA creates long-
term uncertainty and risks undermining invest-
ments in export capacity, especially in industries
not considered mobile or footloose. More pre-
dictability in U.S. policy would help attract long-
term investments and encourage U.S. retailers to
source from African countries, as stable sourcing
relationships are essential for ensuring stable 
supply, an important foundation for sustained
growth. Extending AGOA beyond 2015 is cur-
rently a key concern for many AGOA countries.
Mauritius has also engaged in negotiations
with the U.S. for the conclusion of a Bilateral
Investment Treaty (BIT). Such an agreement will
contribute to strengthening the existing bilateral
economic relationship between the two countries.
In the face of such global challenges as climate
change, recession, piracy, and terrorism, all coun-
tries sharing common values and ideals must
cooperate to build a better and safer world. The
long-standing relationship between Mauritius
and the United States is an example of the kind
of partnership that is needed to address the great
issues of the twenty-first century. 
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State of the Nation Address by His
Excellency Armando Emílio Guebuza,
President of the Republic of
Mozambique,
“Production in Mozambique:
Challenges to Increasing Productivity”
Maputo, Mozambique
December 20, 2011
INTRODUCT ION
It is with great honor and solemnity that we
address the wonderful Mozambican people
through each and every one of you, Esteemed
Deputies, in order to fulfill our constitutional
obligation to present the Annual Report of the
Head of State to the Assembly of the Republic 
on the general state of the Nation, according to
the terms of Section B of Article 159 of the 
Constitution of the Republic of Mozambique.
First of all, we would like to recognize and
praise this Great Assembly as a symbol of national
unity, political pluralism, and openness to dialogue
with the Mozambican Nation.
At the same time, we congratulate the
Esteemed Deputies, representatives of the multi-
plicity of political, social, and cultural sensibilities
of our beloved country, for the manner in which
they have come together to contribute to the
promotion of good governance, the fight against
corruption, and the promotion of a culture of
accountability. We congratulate the Esteemed
Deputies for your efforts to make this Pearl of
the East an example in Africa and the world of
how a people can promote peace, dialogue, and
solidarity in a multi-party context.
According to the terms of our laws of
Government, you, the Esteemed Deputies, will
fulfill your obligation as legitimate representatives
of our wonderful people in developing and
approving the Social and Economic Plan for
2012 and the corresponding state budget, as 
well as other legislation in various areas. In this
context, you will provide practical solutions, a
model of productive work, and a response to the
154
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challenges of increasing the productivity and
competitiveness of the Mozambican Nation. 
CONDOLENCES
For the physical absence of our daily companions,
Representatives Bonifácio Gruveta Massamba,
Francisco Domingos Paulo Machambisse, Aida
Matsangaissa and his wife, Domingas Alberto
Ceia, and Manuel Nongote Bendzane, we would
like to express our most sincere condolences and
heartfelt sense of loss. We also offer our sympathy
to their families, the FRELIMO (Frente de 
Libertação de Moçambique or Liberation Front
of Mozambique) and RENAMO (Resistência
Nacional Moçambicana or Mozambican National
Resistance) political parties, and the Assembly of
the Republic. 
MAJOR  EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR
Throughout this year, we conducted projects
with the goal of consolidating national unity,
increasing self-esteem, promoting peace, and
strengthening awareness of our Mozambican
identity and our common destiny. Among these
were the following events: 
We declared the year 2011 the “Year of Samora
Machel,” the year in which we recognize the 
passage of twenty-five years since the barbarous
assassination of our dear President Samora
Machel by the apartheid regime, in order to 
exalt his life and work as a distinguished military
commander, the proclaimer of our National
Independence, and the first leader of our free 
and independent Mozambican Nation.  
Throughout the year, various events took
place both on our native soil and abroad, which
recognized how our dear President Samora
Machel forged his own destiny and became a
statesman and internationalist of great stature. 
In homage to this national hero, monuments
will be erected in all of the provinces of this
Nation of Heroes that will pay tribute to him as 
a man who performed acts of bravery, vision, and
determination, and one who valued all of the
political perspectives and sensibilities that charac-
terize a plural society like ours, as well as the
region and the world. For these reasons we reaf-
firm that: Samora Lives!
Another achievement that deserves our recog-
nition was the approval by the legitimate repre-
sentatives of the people, of the law governing 
the system of honorific titles and awards. This 
is a legal instrument that has the objective of 
recognizing and exalting the work of both our
compatriots and foreign nationals to support our
heroic people. 
The transformation of the Veterans’ Ministry
into the Soldiers’ Ministry not only represented a
change in terminology, but also—and above all—
in the direction of its role in the promotion of
greater inclusion and mobilization of more
Mozambicans to participate in the fight against
poverty and the promotion of our well-being. 
In this context, the veterans of the fight for
national liberation and the veterans of war have a
role to play in the process of the consolidation of
peace, democracy, and the state of law. With these
heroes in mind, this Great House approved the
“Law of Veterans’ Status.”
The celebration of the Tenth National
Festival of School Sports, in the city of Matola,
provided an opportunity for the reunion of
young Mozambicans to share emotions, show
their talents, and strengthen their values as full
citizens with a patriotic spirit and awareness of
their responsibilities.
We conducted, under the motto of “Dialogue
and Mutual Understanding, for Mutual Benefit,”
the National Youth Camp, as part of the Tenth
African Games-Maputo 2011 and the Year of
Samora Machel, in which young people from all
parts of our country participated.
This Nation of Heroes won fourth place in
Group A in the World Ice Hockey Championship
in San Juan, Argentina. We wish to congratulate
our national team for this achievement, as it adds
to our record of honors and glories. 
We hosted the Tenth African Games-Maputo
2011 in this Pearl of the East, and it was the
greatest sporting event held on our native soil
since our national independence. Once again, we
demonstrated to ourselves, our Mother Africa,
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and the world that we are capable of outdoing
ourselves in order to overcome challenges by
making all of the technical and logistical arrange-
ments to successfully host the African Games
with dignity and comfort in less than two years. 
THE  OPEN  AND  INCLUS IVE
PRES IDENCY
The Open and Inclusive Presidency, which is one
of the commitments of our election, and an inte-
gral part of our political culture, was ratified for
the second time. We decided, at this stage, to
emphasize the administrative posts and small
towns, carrying as one of the central messages
the challenge of increasing our productivity and
competitiveness, not only in the agricultural 
sector, but also in all of the other areas of social
and economic activity in this Pearl of the East. 
We want to underline the fact that it is with
each of us doing our part, with each of our 
sectors doing its best to minimize the time and
resources needed, that we will ensure that our
Mozambican Nation increases its productivity
and competitiveness while improving the quality
of its products and services. 
The culture of work and a patriotic spirit 
of self-improvement and good service are 
fundamental to increasing our productivity and
competitiveness.
It was these concepts that we brought for the
consideration of local authorities, the members of
consulting bodies, the economic agents, and our
wonderful people, whether in the interactions of
the peoples’ committees or in the dialogue that
they bring to their commitments and areas of
activity. Through these contacts, we have wit-
nessed the manner in which our compatriots are
embracing these concepts, as it is also occurring
at the central level. In reality, they are not only
focused on increasing production by increasing
the area under cultivation or the number of hours
spent in offices, but also in the completion of a
specific project or the provision of a specific serv-
ice. They are confirming that increasing produc-
tivity necessarily increases production. It is by
means of this process that the entrepreneurial
spirit and creativity of the Mozambican people
are revealed. 
With the appropriation and application of
these concepts have come changes in the life of
the communities, improvements in the response
to the petitions and complaints of our citizens,
and more requests regarding the quality of what
is presently available to them. In the past, these
requests dealt with solving the many deficiencies
that were brought to our attention. Today, even
when a new request is made, it begins with the
recognition of what is already there. This change
of approach reveals the progress we have made
and the self-esteem of the Mozambican people.
MIDTERM ELECT IONS
On December 7, local midterm elections took
place in the cities of Cuamba, Pemba, and 
Quelimane, representing the strengthening of
our democracy and the refinement of the mecha-
nisms for ensuring accountability to the cities and
to the population in general. It falls to each of us,
the political powers and civil society, to ensure
with serenity and responsibility that the multi-
party electoral process is conducted in a free, fair,
and transparent manner, within an orderly and
peaceful environment. For these reasons that are
specific to our people, we specifically congratulate
the three municipalities that went to the ballot
boxes and whose residents exercised their rights
as citizens, as well as the candidates who won
these elections.
MACROECONOMIC  PLANNING  AND
MANAGEMENT
We approved the Action Plan for the Reduction
of Poverty (2011-2014) and the Strategic Plan for
Development of the Agricultural Sector, while
initiating the implementation of the Strategic
Plan to Fight Urban Poverty. These instruments
synthesize our goals for the fight against poverty,
as they make their immediate goals increasing
production and productivity, thus accelerating
economic growth while at the same time generat-
ing more employment and income.
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In order to achieve these objectives, the con-
solidation of national unity, peace, and macroeco-
nomic stability are fundamental requirements.
For this reason, despite the contraction of the
world economy in 2011, Mozambique continued
to earn the confidence of domestic and foreign
investors, who continue to seek opportunities for
investment in various sectors of our land.
With these investments, we are consolidating
the privileged position of Mozambique on the
world map of investments and further strength-
ening our balance of trade while also generating
income for the State.
We continue to guide our fiscal and budgetary
policies by the goals established in the Five-Year
Plan for Governance by expansion of the tax
base, decentralization of the budget, the imple-
mentation of a methodology for planning and
budgeting by programs, greater efficiency and
quality in the management of expenses, and
improvement of the business environment and
the competitiveness of the national economy.
The mobilization of financial resources reached
more than 74 billion meticals by November of
this year, the equivalent of 93.5 percent of the
annual budget, which represents a nominal
increase of 29.6 percent over the same period last
year. This level of execution corresponds to an
internal capacity of 62.8 percent of the total value
of the resources mobilized, and has exceeded the
amount mobilized in the same period of 2010 by
seven percentage points. The participation of
external resources was 37.2 percent. 
With the implementation of the government
program, by November the operating expendi-
tures reached a level of 86 percent, investment
reached 62 percent, and financial operations 77
percent, while the operating and investment
expenditures exceeded the levels verified for the
same period of last year by 17 percent and 32
percent, respectively.
In order to accelerate the gains made in the
reduction of urban poverty, this year we expanded
the allocation of the “7 million” to the eleven
municipalities that represent the provincial capi-
tals. With this initiative, not only have we further
decentralized the Strategic Plan for Fighting
Urban Poverty, but also we have above all con-
ferred upon the municipalities and their citizens
the leadership and responsibility for the complete
decision-making and allocation process for the
use of these funds, with the certainty that these
resources will be applied to the financing of
promising and economically-viable production
activities, and that they will benefit the citizens
who have the capacity, will, and entrepreneurial
spirit to use their creative potential for produc-
tive activities that will benefit their communities.
ACQUIS IT ION  OF  KNOWLEDGE  AND
L I FE  SK I L LS
So that education may have increasing relevance
to and impact on growing the economy and
increasing productivity, we will focus on two key
aspects. On the one hand, we will continue to
prioritize education’s expansion throughout our
beautiful Mozambique, so that more and more
children, young people, and adults may have
access to knowledge, develop their abilities, and
shape their noble values. 
On the other, we will give particular attention
to improving the quality of instruction.
With regard to the expansion of access to edu-
cation, we can report an increase in the number of
students, which this year reached nearly 6 million
in primary, technical-professional, and general
secondary education. In higher education, we
reached the figure of 101,000 students in 2010, 
as compared to 80,000 in 2009.
For those people fifteen years of age or older
who did not have access to primary school, we have
created opportunities for them to participate in
literacy courses. This year, the literacy and educa-
tion programs for adults had nearly 500,000 stu-
dents enrolled, of which 66.5 percent were women.
During the present school year, 46,600 stu-
dents attended technical-professional programs 
at the basic and intermediate levels, where 32
percent of the students were women. In 2010, the
figure was 44,500, with women making up 30
percent of the total. These students take courses
in the areas of hotel management and tourism,
industrial maintenance, agriculture and agro-
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processing, mining, administration and manage-
ment, among others, with the goal of meeting the
demands of the market. Technical-professional
education is provided at 111 educational institu-
tions, which is multiplied by extension programs. 
In the same area, we have undertaken pro-
grams for the training of office workers and been
satisfied with the significant increase in the num-
ber of graduates at the intermediate and higher
levels that has resulted. Today, more than 7,500
office workers have graduated from the govern-
ment schools, constituting an increase of 1,200
from 2010. These students are equipped with the
technical and practical skills needed to increase
the productivity and improve the provision of
services in our public administration.
Intensive short-term programs were intro-
duced for young people not in school and adults
who did not have the opportunity to get voca-
tional training. In addition, many young people
who had finished various levels of primary and
secondary education took professional training
programs in the Centers for Professional Training.
It is important to mention that there are also 132
projects for the professional training of young
people in progress in the districts and the rural
areas of our Mozambique.
Projects were implemented in the area of
employment and professional training, with the
goal of increasing the productivity of our labor
force, including the creation of three new centers
for professional training located in Nampula,
Tete, and Maputo.
The expansion of higher education has resulted
in the establishment of more centers of learning
in the provinces, districts, and administrative
posts, generating, consolidating, and placing local
skills at the service of these same communities
and the graduates themselves, subsequently
increasing productivity. The number of public
and private institutions of higher learning
increased from thirty-eight in 2010 to forty-one
in 2011. 
We have also taken various initiatives for
improving the quality of instruction in
Mozambique. As we are aware that the quality 
of the instructor constitutes the most important
factor for improving the quality of instruction,
we have initiated the process of designing a cur-
riculum for training instructors who will have
completed the Tenth level plus three years of
training, to replace the current system that
requires the Tenth level plus one year of training. 
Still within the area of improving the quality
of instruction, we have given priority to the 
construction, restoration, expansion, and equip-
ment of school infrastructures throughout our
beloved country.
Special attention is also given to the quality
and competitiveness of the graduates in the labor
market, as they must have the skills that will 
permit them, above all, to develop the spirit of
self-employment and a culture of work based on
high levels of productivity. 
MOZAMBICAN  IDENT ITY,  YOUTH ,
AND  ACCESS  TO  INFORMAT ION
The programs for promoting a patriotic spirit,
reinforcing national unity, and exalting 
Mozambican identity have brought an increase 
in the self-esteem of the citizens. One who has
self-esteem is better prepared to achieve self-
improvement, and as a result, to increase his or
her productivity. In this context, demonstrations
of literary and artistic works were given, promot-
ing the exchange of ideas among the creators of
arts and culture, along with festivals and other
cultural events in which Mozambican identity
was the dominant theme. Among these were 
the tours through all of the provincial capitals 
of Timbila and Nyau, our two cultural expres-
sions that have been declared masterworks of 
the oral tradition of humanity by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).
The restoration and equipment of the
Cultural Houses in the districts of the provinces
of Nampula, Zambézia, and Sofala contributed to
greatly increased opportunities for artistic and
cultural representation, expression, and entertain-
ment in the communities, as well as the discovery
and promotion of new talent and the strengthen-
ing of self-esteem. 
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The opening of the Broadcast Center for
Radio Mozambique in Katembe-Nisme in
Maputo and two new national television stations,
the equipping of  community radio and television
centers, and the beginning of operations of other
means of social communication created the nec-
essary conditions for a greater coverage area and
improved access to information for many citizens.
We would like to send a message of apprecia-
tion for the dedication of the professionals of
social communication and the work they have
done toward the consolidation of national unity,
self-esteem, and peace, and in particular, for their
interventions in support of greater productivity
in our economy.  
Programs for young people, who represent our
future, have focused on supporting greater pro-
ductivity in all of their endeavors and initiatives.
Thus, in addition to their training in educational
institutions, we have promoted and supported the
creation of opportunities for the application of
their technical and professional abilities through
the “7 million” and the Support Fund for Youth
Initiatives. In this way, more young people have
the opportunity to apply their knowledge to 
projects in agricultural production, tailoring,
construction, mechanics, and locksmithing,
among other trades.
These programs are complemented by the
Pro-Enterprise Youth, an initiative which
involves public companies that seek to support
young people in the development of business 
initiatives and programs to support job creation,
self-employment, and income generation.
For the purpose of cultivating a spirit of 
volunteerism, the program of “Fairs for Develop-
ment of the Districts,” under the aegis of the
Association of University Seniors of Mozambique
in partnership with the Government, completed 
a sixth season. This program demonstrates how
young people are always ready and determined to
do their part in the fight against poverty, and in
this particular case, to share their knowledge for
the purpose of increasing local productivity.
Other volunteer initiatives of interest to the
Deputies were the Tenth African Games-Maputo
2011, which were supported by the valuable 
contribution of nearly 5,000 volunteers, and the
various programs for the prevention and combat
of HIV/AIDS that rely on the efforts of more
than 11,000 activists throughout our beautiful
Mozambique.
SOC IAL  ACT ION  AND  GENDER
The Third Children’s Parliament brought chil-
dren from all provinces of our beloved country to
this Great House. Here, our young parliamentar-
ians interacted with the heads of state and leaders
of organizations of civil society, and demonstrat-
ed how they take responsibility for continuing
the ideals of national unity, democracy, peace,
and prosperity for the Mozambican Nation.
We focused on social action to support chil-
dren, women, the elderly, persons with disabilities,
and other vulnerable social groups in order to
elevate children’s role in the process of social and
economic development of this Nation of Heroes.
In this way we have encouraged and supported
actions of solidarity among our countrymen, as
this attitude is an essential part of our way of
being and working as a people and a Nation.
In order to assist and protect children, includ-
ing orphaned and vulnerable children, children
with disabilities, and those who have been aban-
doned, against all forms of violence and mistreat-
ment, we undertook actions that enabled the 
provision of assistance to more than 283,000 
children in this difficult situation in preschools
and welcome centers, and we reintegrated them
into their families. In 2010, the number of chil-
dren served was 273,000.
It is widely recognized that women play a 
central role in the fight against poverty and, in
particular, in increasing productivity in all areas
of activity. For this reason, we have proceeded
with actions to provide greater access for women
and girls to educational opportunities, profes-
sional training, maternity and infant health care,
and employment.
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ACCESS  TO  NAT IONAL  HEALTH
SERV ICE
In 2011, we provided assistance to 232,000 of our
elderly compatriots through the food subsidy
program, in comparison to 181,680 in 2010.
Throughout this year we have continued to
make progress in the expansion of the National
Health Service, resulting in improved rates of
vaccination and hospital births, reductions in the
number of deaths from malaria and tuberculosis,
and improvements in preventing vertical trans-
mission of HIV and AIDS. This demonstrates
the valuable contribution that the National
Health Service has made to ensure that our 
compatriots are healthier and freer of illnesses 
so that they may participate in productive activity
in our sectors of activity.
We are pleased to relate the progress made in
reducing the impact of endemic diseases such as
cholera, diarrhea, parasitosis, and malaria, which
saw an 8.1 percent reduction in incidence. 
In recognition of the fact that tuberculosis
still constitutes a serious public health problem
and therefore a severe obstacle to our fight
against poverty, we adopted measures to improve
the effectiveness of its treatment. We were able
to reduce the wait time for diagnosis to two
weeks from two months, and we introduced
improvements to its epidemiological monitoring
with the inauguration of the First Reference
Laboratory at Maputo Central Hospital.
We have been making progress in the fight
against HIV and AIDS. As a result, the 500 
new infections seen in 2005 have been reduced 
to an estimated 350 new infections this year.
Meanwhile, this pandemic is showing signs of
entering a stabilization phase. Still, the levels we
have reached up to the present are not reassuring.
For this reason, throughout the year we have
continued to prioritize the guarantee of a rapid
expansion of anti-retroviral treatment by trained
personnel. Thus, we have seen an increase from
190,000 patients in 2010 to 232,000 in 2011, 
representing an increase of 21 percent in the
number of patients in treatment. 
We have increased the number of health clin-
ics providing preventive services against the verti-
cal transmission of the disease from mothers to
infants from 909 in 2010 to 1,040 in 2011.
Improvements to the health care network
through the expansion, restoration, and equipment
of clinics in the primary, secondary, tertiary, and
quaternary networks have resulted in greater
access to health services for the population, thanks
to the following projects:
• The opening of the district hospitals in
Nacala and Namapa, and the construction
of the health centers in Namiete,
Mogovolas, and the Province of Nampula;
• The construction of the Beia-Peia Centers
in Bándua and Beira City, in Sofala
Province, and in Mavalana in Maputo City;
• The construction of hospital wards and resi-
dences in the health centers at Derre, in the
Morrumbala District, and in Molumbo, in
Milange District in Zambézia Province; 
• The construction of a hospital ward with
three infirmaries and a maternity ward in
the Marrupa District Hospital, in Niassa
Province; and 
• The acquisition and distribution of ninety
ambulances throughout all of the provinces
of our Mozambique, improving the trans-
port of patients, including between clinics. 
The training and development of our health
professionals continues to be at the center of our
attention. Beyond the initial training, it was pos-
sible to ensure that eighty-five doctors completed
their postgraduate studies in various medical 
specialties in our reference hospitals.
We are pleased to report that today in
Mozambique we have health professionals who
perform highly-specialized surgical interventions
and operate high-precision instruments that per-
mit them to perform open-heart surgery and 
procedures for cataracts and fistulas. 
Committees were created in all the provinces
to implement a strategy that seeks to promote
greater humanization of our health services, facil-
itating public participation in the management of
health programs and health fairs.
Each of the districts now has at least one doc-
tor. We initiated a new phase for placing doctors
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in nineteen administrative posts. We will continue
to advance the regional administration of this level
of health care throughout our beloved country. 
AGR ICULTURAL  PRODUCT ION
As part of the Green Revolution, we approved the
Strategic Plan for Development of the Agricultural
Sector, which is now being implemented and will
bring improvements to food and nutritional
security. This program is based on four principles:
1.  Productivity,  
2.  Access to markets,  
3.  Management of natural resources, and  
4.  Strengthening institutions.
In order to increase agricultural production,
improved varieties of seeds for various crops were
distributed, along with improved technology for
the production and processing of rice, which 
saw an increase in production from one ton per
hectare to more than three in the Nante Admin-
istrative Post, in the Maganja da Costa District of
Zambézia, and in the Chòkwé District in Gaza.
We also introduced improved technology 
for the cultivation of potatoes in the provinces 
of Sofala and Inhambane, enabling subsistence
farmers to advance to the level of small commer-
cial producers.
Agricultural processing has been increasing
the value of our products as well as improving
their conservation and commercialization and
increasing the food and nutritional security of
our people. Thus, we have begun to introduce
the use of the improved “Gorongosa model” silo
in the provinces of Cabo Delgado, Niassa,
Nampula, Sofala, and Zambézia, increasing family
incomes and access to extension services. Under
construction in the provinces of Tete, Manica,
Inhambane, and Gaza are 315 silos of this type.
We are proceeding with the restoration of
various foreign and native forest species for
industrial purposes, a program in which the
provinces of Niassa and Zambézia have taken the
lead by expanding the “one student, one plant
per year” and “one leader, one community forest”
initiatives. We are updating the Regulations of
the Forestry and Wildlife Law. At the same time,
new forestry businesses were authorized, which
will not only contribute to reforestation, but 
also to the creation of jobs and income for our
wonderful people.
We are developing sustainable interventions 
at the national level for mitigation of the conflict
between humans and wildlife by means of appro-
priate techniques and the placement of warning
signs in the districts where these conflicts occur
most frequently, while also eliminating the 
principal threats to humans. 
We continue with our efforts for the promo-
tion and development of small-scale fishing
through integrated projects. With the same goal
of improving the diet and increasing incomes for
families, we are about to see an increase in the
growth of small-scale and family fishing from a
mean production of 25 kilograms per eight-month
cycle to 600 kilograms in the same period the 
following year as a result of improvements to the
production chain, specifically to hatcheries,
rationing, and financing. 
In order to ensure improved conditions for
the handling and packaging of fish, primary mar-
kets were completed in Nacala, Angoche, and
Beira City. The immediate impact of this action
was the reduction of post-capture losses of
unloaded fish, increasing the productivity of the
fishermen, who can then put their product on the
market more competitively. 
We restored the Beira Fishing Port in Cais
Manarte and constructed an industrial refrigerat-
ed storage facility with sufficient capacity to: 
• Preserve 300 tons of fishery products;  
• Process 36 tons of various types of fish, in
two shifts; and 
• Produce 940 kilograms of ice shavings 
per hour.
In cooperation and participatory management,
the promotion, constitution, and consolidation of
community-based organizations are playing an
important role, ensuring access to necessary tech-
nical assistance through programs for the dissem-
ination of technologies for the production, pro-
ductivity, processing, and conservation of fish. 
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The study and transfer of technologies to the
communities will allow them to demonstrate
their capacity to adapt to various methods and
local conditions, thus permitting improved levels
of agricultural production, a key factor in the
process of the fight against hunger and poverty.
In order to ensure the full value and use of the
plants produced by the communities, we have
edited and distributed the Table of Chemical
Composition and Nutritional Value of Foods Produced
and Harvested in Our Communities. This is a man-
ual that offers information based on scientific
studies to promote recommended alternatives for
healthy food sources and for the industrialization
of their processing and commercialization.
We launched the National Movement for the
Promotion of Sustainable Innovation, which aims
to harness the creativity and entrepreneurial spirit
of the population and spur increases in produc-
tivity. We also trained specialized technicians to
work on projects for research, innovation, and
transfer of technologies through initiatives such
as the Scientist of Tomorrow Program. These
initiatives are implemented in and oriented to the
search for practical solutions to the most serious
problems that threaten our productivity in such
areas as agriculture, energy, and the environment.
We have successfully completed the connec-
tion of the first thirty-two districts to the govern-
ment power grid, and these are now enjoying the
positive effects resulting from faster communica-
tion among the state agents and workers stationed
in the districts, provinces, and central agencies.
They are also experiencing the impact of this
new reality on the improvement to the provision
of services to citizens. We have placed information
and communications technologies in service of
productivity, while also using them as catalysts
for reform of the public sector.
We launched the Endowments for Develop-
ment Research, which are vehicles through which
scientists, researchers, academics, innovators,
entrepreneurs, and communities can identify 
various types of problems and produce new
knowledge for their resolution by means of inves-
tigation and innovation.
MINING  INDUSTRY
Nearly 54,000 Mozambicans serve as migratory
workers in the Republic of South Africa, 88 per-
cent of them in the mining industry, which is
feeling the effects of the international financial
crisis. For this reason, we have undertaken an 
initiative to ensure the social reintegration of ex-
mine workers in their home districts by distribut-
ing agricultural means and inputs for projects to
provide self-employment and generate income.
This initiative is currently benefiting nearly 6,800
of our compatriots. 
We have also introduced a system of payments
to miners via the banking system. This measure
is intended to reduce the inherent risks and vul-
nerability in the transport of funds, to promote
the elevation of the culture of saving, and to
facilitate the provision of financial assistance to
their dependents, our compatriots living in their
home districts.
Taking into consideration their contribution
to increasing the productivity and competitiveness
of our economy, we have prioritized the adoption
of measures to promote commercial stability and
social peace at the level of the various sectors of
the economy. We have also sought to protect the
worker against practices that threaten his dignity.
For this reason, we recognize and encourage the
permanent implementation of social dialogue and
the culture of work.
Mining and the extraction of hydrocarbons will
serve as mechanisms for the development of our
beloved country by introducing new technologies
that will increase productivity in this sector and
in other areas of activity. The implementation of
these projects will contribute to attracting and
increasing economic activities and services, as well
as creating new opportunities for employment and
income. For example, intensification of geological
exploration for mining potential has stimulated
an increase in investment projects in the tourism
sector in Pemba, Nacala, Tete, and Beira. Another
contribution of these and other large projects is
revealed by the fulfillment of their social respon-
sibilities through the construction of schools,
water wells, and health centers, for example.
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We can confirm the expansion of the Moma
Heavy Mineral Sands Project and the preparation
for initiation in 2012 of the Angoche Heavy
Mineral Sands Project. 
We continue our efforts to attract investors 
for the exploration and use of heavy mineral
sands in Chibuto. For this purpose, we have
opened a limited competition for the purpose of
finding a new investor for this project. We are
also following the progress of studies on the via-
bility of heavy mineral sands in Jangamo and
Chonguene, in the provinces of Inhambane 
and Gaza, respectively.
Another development in the area of geological
research was the identification of phosphate
deposits in the Monapo District of Nampula
Province. Studies are underway for the develop-
ment of a large-scale enterprise there to produce
fertilizers for both the domestic market and 
for export. 
At the same time, we continue the geological
mapping of industrial minerals and construction
materials, particularly limestone, an essential
ingredient for the production of cement. 
The recent discoveries of natural gas in the
Rovuma Basin will be developed through the
implementation of large-scale projects. The gas
extracted will be for export and use in the devel-
opment of new domestic industries, and will 
contribute in the medium term to a substantial
increase in revenue for the state.
Our vision is that our natural resources and
investments in forests must primarily contribute
to the industrialization of our Mozambique, pro-
moting and supporting the rise of other sources
of development in different regions of our native
land. We urge our entrepreneurial class to take
greater advantage of the value of these resources.
We wish to reaffirm that these resources must
not distract our attention from national unity, this
magnetic force that binds us as a people, as a
nation, this force that generated the many victories
we have achieved throughout our history. In the
same way, the euphoria induced by the discovery
of these resources, the heady reports in the press,
and the effect on the stock markets must not dis-
tract our focus on agricultural productivity and
the economic knowledge that is fundamental to
the full use of these resources and other areas of
human intervention. 
MOZAMBIQUE  AS  AN  ATTRACT IVE
DEST INAT ION  FOR  INVESTMENT
We are expanding conservation areas to ensure
greater protection of the communities and guar-
antee the sustainable use of our natural resources
as well as their increased role in the fight against
poverty. 
The indicators of development in the tourism
sector, as compared with the same time period in
2010, show that investment projects have grown
by 19 percent, corresponding to U.S.$242 million,
and have contributed to the creation of nearly
4,000 jobs and 3,000 new rooms, increases of 20
percent and 5 percent, respectively.  
We are increasing the availability of tourist
lodging and substantially increasing the quality of
our national tourism products and services. This
Pearl of the East continues to be an attractive
destination for investment, production, business,
and leisure.
We have seen an increase in capacity for the
production and sale of cement as a result of the
opening of a new mill in our beloved country.
The immediate impact of this development was
the reduction in the price of this product and the
increase in productivity of the construction
industry and other economic and social sectors.
In the implementation of the production value
chain, the food and drink industries will con-
tribute with a weight of 30 percent in 2011 in the
structure of national industrial production, as
compared with 27.4 percent in 2010, including
the production of aluminum for containers.
The revitalization of the Cereals Institute of
Mozambique ensures greater transparency in the
formulation of prices, benefiting the family sector,
while increasing the storage capacity and consti-
tution of food reserves, a determining factor in
the stability of the prices of cereals.
We can ensure, with the obligatory fixing of
prices of products and services in the national
currency, protection of the rights of the consumer,
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improvement of the business environment,
increased value of the metical, and growing trans-
parency in competitiveness.  
INFRASTRUCTURE
We have improved the conditions for the circula-
tion of persons and goods, thus resulting in
greater productivity in the social and economic
sectors of our beloved country. We completed
the restoration of four roads in the provinces of
Zambézia, Manica, Tete, Inhambane, and Gaza.
In addition, we began work on the restoration of
two other roads in Nampula Province. In this
trimester, we began paving work on an additional
three roads in Zambézia and Niassa provinces.
The technical conditions are guaranteed and
resources mobilized for the paving work on two
roads in Zambézia Province and four in Cabo-
Delgado and Niassa provinces, including the
construction of thirteen bridges.
In addition, we restored the Mozambique
Island Bridge in Nampula Province and built 
second and third bridges over the Licungo River
and the first over the Cuaca River in Zambézia
Province and over the Chueza River in Tete
Province. Construction work on the fourth
bridge over the Zambeze River in Tete City 
was begun.
The Tenth African Games and the Seventh
CPLP (Community of Portuguese Language
Countries) Games left us with a legacy, in terms
of new, restored, and equipped sports infrastruc-
tures that will significantly improve the conditions
for the training of our athletes and enable them
to improve their skills.  
We remain committed to completing projects
for expanding infrastructures for storing water,
thereby increasing the number of people with
access to potable water. We built and inaugurated
a new water storage system for the municipalities
of the cities of Maputo and Matola. Such systems
have been improved or built in four other locali-
ties. The water treatment plant at Umbelúzi has
been expanded.
Our actions in the area of electrical energy
have been contributing to the maximization of
productivity with reliable, quality energy in the
agricultural, processing, business, mining, and
tourism sectors, as just a few examples.
This month we launched the “Dorsal Spine”
project, with the goal of promoting the industri-
alization of our Mozambique by attracting enter-
prises that make intensive use of electrical energy.
Starting this year, ten district seats have been
connected to the National Electrical Grid, which
now reaches a total of 106 district seats, raising the
rate of access to electrical energy to 30 percent
currently from 7 percent in 2004. Now, our com-
patriots in these districts exclaim “Cahora Bassa is
ours!” with even greater satisfaction.
With the start of work on installing an under-
water cable to the island of Ibo, it will also soon
be connected to the energy from Cahora Bassa!
In order to expand the distribution network
for combustibles, we have provided storage of
petroleum products throughout the country,
despite the unfavorable environment that prevails
in an international market that is characterized
by the constant instability of prices. We are pro-
ceeding with the construction of storage facilities
for combustibles in sixteen additional locations.
The transportation and communications 
systems are essential elements for increasing the
productivity and competitiveness of our economy.
Thus, the improvement of the port infrastructures
at Beira and Maputo enabled an increase in their
productivity, which recorded an increase of more
than 30 percent in the volume of cargo transported
over the previous year. 
Projects are underway for the construction and
expansion of the terminals for coal, iron, contain-
ers, and, in the case of the Port of Maputo, auto-
mobiles. At the same time and in parallel, the
canal is being dredged to permit the entry of
ships with a cargo capacity of more than 60,000
tons, which will make our ports even more com-
petitive in the region. 
These projects will be combined with the
revitalization of coastal navigation, with the
acquisition of ships to carry both cargo and pas-
sengers, significantly contributing to increased
mobility of people and the transport of various
products from the production and distribution
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centers to the various domestic, regional, and
world markets.
The start of railway operations of the Sena
Line brought new life to the social and economic
activity along its main route from Beira to Moatize
and the Inhamitanga-Marromeu Branch. On the
Limpopo, Ressano Garcia, and Goba Lines, fol-
lowing their restoration, it was possible to increase
both the average speed and frequency of the trains.
As part of a project involving both the public
and private sectors, we expanded the fleets of our
urban public transport and ferry systems, increas-
ing the total capacity of public transportation
services, the circulation of people in urban areas,
and transportation between provinces.
In the area of air transport, construction has
begun on the terminal at Vilankulo airfield. The
first phase has been completed there, and the 
second begun at Maputo International Airport.
Work has started on construction of the Nacala-
Porto Airport. The runways at the Beira and
Quelimane airports were repaired, and new air
traffic technologies and systems introduced at the
Tete, Quelimane, Beira, and Nampula airports,
which all will contribute to the improved safety
and services to be provided, as well as an increase
in domestic, regional, and international air traffic.
As of this year, all of the district seats are 
connected to the fixed and mobile telephone 
network, which has resulted in an exponential
increase in the level of communication available
to our citizens, including in some of the adminis-
trative posts. The advancing integration to the
universal communications system translates into
an increase in coverage to 88,000 from nearly
86,000 on land landlines, and to 8,000 from
6,000 on the mobile network.
REFORM OF  THE  PUBL IC  SECTOR
AND  INST ITUT IONAL  TRA IN ING
Our government considers reform of the public
sector to be a central component of the transfor-
mation and consolidation of public administration,
which we see as centered on the citizens and
guided by the goal of serving them well, and
resulting in increased productivity in this sector.
We are pursuing public sector reform through
actions to combat the obstacles to our develop-
ment, with particular emphasis on bureaucracy,
the tendency to let things be, and corruption, in
order to increase productivity and instill a culture
of greater responsibility in the officers and agents
of the state for their administrative actions.
The year 2011 constituted an important mile-
stone in the implementation of the public sector
reforms, as it marked the final year of the imple-
mentation of the Global Strategy for Reform of
the Public Sector, through which we have
achieved significant results, including: 
• The consolidation of the central agencies
dealing with regulatory and budget issues;
• An improved process for the formulation of
public policies;
• Strengthening of the local agencies and the
processes of an open and inclusive means of
governance;
• A significant improvement in the quality of
services provided, with integrity and trans-
parency, in the management of public affairs;
• Reinforcement of the rights and obligations
of government workers as well as their self-
esteem; and
• An improved environment for business in
order to attract more investment, public and
private, domestic and foreign.
The results achieved in the productivity of
government officers and agents of state and the
amount of time they spend in responding to
issues raised by the citizens encourages us to con-
tinue with this process, with particular emphasis
on the strengthening and professionalizing public
institutions more, aspects that act in concert with
increasing productivity for improved handling of
citizens’ issues and greater transparency in
administrative actions. Actually, we have increased
productivity from 58,000 cases handled in 2010
to 78,000 in this year.
Decentralization also serves to increase the
productivity of the citizens and the institutions,
particularly as the distances one needs to travel in
order to resolve their problems are reduced,
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there is more time available to dedicate to other
productive activities and, in this way, use one’s
time in a more efficient manner. We have also
continued with the strengthening of the adminis-
trative structure of administrative posts and local-
ities, with the training and installation of sector-
level representatives. Along with these actions,
we continued the implementation of the integrated
administrative structure of the district govern-
ments. To further the institutional capacities of
the district governments, we continued the con-
struction, restoration, and equipping of public
infrastructures for the local state agencies.
In the same way, we provide training for the
members of the Local Consultation Councils 
and support the improvement of their working
methods and procedures so that their under-
standing of the sensibilities and articulation of
the proposals of the population improve, their
interventions become more substantive, and the
impact of the resources results in greater produc-
tivity of the communities. The Local Consultation
Councils have an essential role in carrying out
the formulation and implementation of the plans
and programs for development in the districts
and in putting the National Strategy for Rural
Development into operation.
In rural areas, we continue with the allocation
of the “7 million,” resources that will promote
good governance, particularly in terms of the
fight against corruption and the promotion of 
the development of the local governments. From
a social and economic point of view, these con-
tribute to the increase in self-esteem and the
improvement of the quality of life of the citizens,
as well as greater productivity of the local labor
force and the connection of these communities
with national markets. With the “7 million,” life
in the countryside and in the urban centers will
never be the same. It will continue to change,
and the lives of our compatriots will also continue
to change for the better! 
THE  ADMIN ISTRAT ION  OF  JUST ICE
AND  NAT IONAL  SECUR ITY
We continue to pay particular attention to 
the system for the administration of justice as a
fundamental part of the democratic state of 
law, guided by our vision of “a system for the
administration of justice that is quick and serves
the citizens.”
In the area of legal reform, conditions were
created with the goal of improving the functioning
of the justice system, by means of:
• The inauguration of the administrative
courts of first instance in the provinces of
Nampula, Zambézia, and Sofala;
• The inauguration of the Superior Appeals
Courts in the provinces of Nampula and
Sofala and the city of Maputo;
• The expansion of judicial assistance and
protective services in more than fourteen
districts, so that 114 of 128 districts are now
covered;
• Expansion of the civil registry network, 
permitting more and better assistance to 
citizens; and
• The construction of the Tete Palace of
Justice, which places all of the services for
the administration of justice and the cases to
be heard in the same building, creating con-
ditions for greater speed and productivity. 
The prison system, which has as one of its
principles humanization and respect for human
dignity, proceeded with efforts to meet the strate-
gic challenge of the transformation of the open
prison centers into productive units, with the
goal of re-socialization and reintegration of the
prisoners and the sustainability of the prison 
centers themselves. In these centers, we promote
productivity. In these centers, we teach life skills!
We continue our work on the modernization
and expansion of the services in the justice sector,
to ensure the enjoyment and exercise of the rights
and liberties of our citizens and to provide greater
judicial security in the business environment of
our beloved country.
The defense and security forces have taken on
an important role in the strengthening of national
unity, in the promotion of the noble values that
define us as a special people, in the guarantee of
our national independence, and in the preservation
of our sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well
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as in public order, safety, and peace. In this way,
they protect the spirit of peace of the citizens,
providing them better conditions to concentrate
on our National Agenda for the Fight Against
Poverty, in which the productivity of our citizens
and the culture of work have a key role.
We have also continued with multifaceted
training programs to elevate the technical and
scientific capacities of the defense and security
forces and ensure their preparation and readiness
to fight.
We are proud to see an increase in the number
of young people who are volunteering for military
service. We congratulate these compatriots for
demonstrating a strong sense of patriotism and
self-esteem, and for being examples in the fulfill-
ment of their civil obligation. In this way, they
enter a school of noble values, civic education,
national unity, and citizenship, and also contribute
to increasing the productivity of our military
units and their staff and instructors.
We congratulate the defense and security forces
for increasing productivity in their units and ful-
filling their constitutionally-consecrated missions.
EXTERNAL  RELAT IONS
In our external policies, we continue to strengthen
our relationships of friendship and cooperation
with all peoples, states, and international organi-
zations. We have visited other countries and
hosted on our native soil heads of state and gov-
ernment and other important figures. We have
signed several accords for friendship and cooper-
ation, including bilateral maritime border agree-
ments with Comoros and Tanzania. We also
signed an agreement establishing the tripartite
point of the maritime boundary between Mozam-
bique, Tanzania, and Comoros, and celebrated
the final step in the reaffirmation of the land 
border between Mozambique and Zambia.
We have made our contribution throughout
the year to the dynamism and consolidation of
the Regional Integration Agenda of the Southern
African Development Community (SADC),
which seeks peace, democracy, security, and
development. In this context, we salute the
advances made in Lesotho, Madagascar, and
Zimbabwe. We continue to encourage the parties
to rely on dialogue as a mechanism for increasing
mutual confidence and sharing the challenges
their nations face.
We have also been working together with the
African Union and the United Nations in support
of the initiatives for establishing peace and stability
in other countries of the continent, particularly in
the North African region.
We would like to express our appreciation 
to our partners in development for the various
forms of support they gave us throughout 2011.
We rely on their support and encouragement in
2012 in order to continue the successful imple-
mentation of our National Agenda for the Fight
Against Poverty.
In this way, Mozambique has continued to
increase its prestige in the company of nations
and demonstrate its strength as a powerful actor
in the international agenda, attracting more
investments that will increase productivity in all
sectors of activity. We will fulfill this role in 2012,
in part by accepting and assuming the presidencies
of the SADC and the CPLP. 
EVALUAT ION  OF  THE  STATE  OF  THE
NAT ION
The approach we have taken permits us to
conclude that increasing productivity as a strate-
gy in the fight against poverty promotes greater
competitiveness in the various socioeconomic
sectors. It also permits us to conclude that pro-
ductivity will promote the creation of wealth,
deriving from all and each of us, because we con-
tinue to focus our attention as a Nation on: 
• The consolidation of national unity, self-
esteem, and peace;
• The reinforcement of multi-party democracy,
dialogue, inclusion, and social harmony; 
• The observance of the principles of the
democratic state of law;
• The guarantee of macroeconomic stability;
and 
• The consolidation and diversification of our
relationships of friendship, solidarity, and
cooperation with other peoples and states.
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These results, Esteemed Deputies, ladies and
gentlemen, demonstrate that Mozambique con-
tinues to grow! Mozambique is a Nation that is
building its progress and well-being with the 
participation of all of us!
THE  CHALLENGES  OF  THE  FUTURE
The year 2012 presents us with challenges that
derive from the implementation of the Economic
and Social Plan in an international environment
in which the crises have still not subsided. We
exhort all our compatriots to continue actions
that will bring concerted responses to the chal-
lenges that we face in terms of productivity in all
sectors of activity, so that we accelerate our
progress in the fight against poverty.
We reaffirm our confidence in continuing and
relying on the support and encouragement of our
partners in development on this journey. 
HOL IDAY  MESSAGE
Before we retire, we would like to wish our
Esteemed Deputies a safe return to their extended
families and communities. 
As we begin the holiday season, we wish a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year of 2012
that is full of health, peace, and love, and person-
al, family, and professional success and prosperity.
We direct these wishes to all and to each of you,
Esteemed Deputies, and to your families, as well
as to all Mozambicans, from the Rovuma to
Maputo, from the East to Zumbo, and abroad.
Thank you very much for your attention.
. 
168
psi88771_text_BU_SOA_txt  1/31/12  1:25 PM  Page 168
MOÇAMBIQUE
Informação Anual do Chefe de Estado,
Sua Excelência Armando Emílio
Guebuza, à Assembleia da República
sobre a Situação Geral da Nação.
Maputo
20 Dezembro de 2011
INTRODUÇÃO  
É com elevada honra e solenidade que nos
dirigimos ao maravilhoso Povo Moçambicano,
através de todos e de cada um de vós, Senhores
Deputados, para, em cumprimento do dever
constitucional, apresentar a Informação Anual do
Chefe do Estado à Assembleia da República sobre a
Situação Geral da Nação, ao abrigo do disposto 
na alínea b), do artigo 159 da Constituição da
República de Moçambique.
Gostaríamos, antes de mais, de reconhecer e
enaltecer esta Magna Assembleia como símbolo
da Unidade Nacional, do pluralismo político e da
abertura ao diálogo na Nação Moçambicana.
De igual modo, dirigimos uma palavra de
saudação aos Senhores Deputados, representantes
da multiplicidade das sensibilidades políticas,
sociais e culturais da nossa Pátria Amada, pela
forma como se irmanam para contribuírem para a
promoção da boa governação, combate contra a
corrupção e promoção da cultura de prestação 
de contas. Felicitamos os Senhores Deputados
por estarem a projectar esta Pérola do Índico
como exemplo em África e no mundo, de como
um Povo pode cultivar a paz, o diálogo e
solidariedade, num contexto multipartidário.
Em observância do consagrado na nossa Lei
Mãe, os Senhores Deputados engrandeceram o
vosso compromisso de legítimos representantes
do nosso maravilhoso Povo ao apreciarem e
aprovarem o Plano Económico e Social para
2012 e o respectivo Orçamento de Estado e
demais legislação nos diferentes domínios. Neste
contexto, deram uma resposta acertada e um
exemplo de louvar, no âmbito da produção e 
da resposta aos desafios para o aumento da
produtividade e da competitividade na Nação
Moçambicana. 
CONDOLÊNC IAS
Pela ausência física do nosso convívio diário 
dos Senhores Deputados Bonifácio Gruveta
Massamba, Francisco Domingos Paulo
Machambisse, Aida Matsangaissa e seu esposo,
Domingas Alberto Ceia e Manuel Nongote
Bendzane, gostaríamos de expressar as nossas
mais sentidas condolências e sentimentos de pesar.
Endereçamos igualmente a nossa solidariedade 
às famílias enlutadas, às bancadas parlamentares
da FRELIMO e da RENAMO e à Assembleia 
da República. 
OS  GRANDES  EVENTOS  DO  ANO
Ao longo deste ano, realizámos eventos que
concorreram para a consolidação da Unidade
Nacional, da auto-estima, da paz e para a
cristalização da consciência de moçambicanidade
e de comunhão de destino. Destacamos, assim, os
seguintes eventos: 
Declaramos o ano de 2011, “Ano Samora
Machel”, no ano em que assinalamos a passagem
dos 25 anos depois do bárbaro assassinato do
saudoso Presidente Samora Machel, pelo regime
do Apartheid, para exaltar a vida e obra deste:
• Destemido comandante de guerrilha;
• Proclamador da nossa Independência
Nacional; e
• Primeiro dirigente do nosso Moçambique,
livre e independente.  
Ao longo do ano, foram realizadas diversas
actividades, no nosso solo pátrio e no estrangeiro,
que sublinham como o saudoso Presidente Samora
Machel foi autor da sua própria biografia e se
destacou como um Estadista e internacionalista
de grande craveira. 
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Em homenagem a este Herói Nacional, 
estão a ser erguidos monumentos, em todas as
províncias desta Pátria de Heróis, que o
consagram como figura obreira de actos de
bravura, visão e firmeza e detentora de valores
que cobrem todas as colorações políticas e
sensibilidades que caracterizam uma sociedade
plural como a nossa, a região e o mundo. Por 
isso reafirmamos: Samora Vive!
Um outro acontecimento digno de realce foi 
a aprovação, pelos legítimos Representantes do
Povo, da Lei sobre o Sistema de Títulos Honoríficos e
Condecorações. Trata-se de um instrumento legal
que tem como objectivo reconhecer e exaltar os
feitos de figuras nacionais e estrangeiras pelas
suas obras em prol do nosso Povo heróico. 
A transformação do Ministério dos Antigos
Combatentes em Ministério dos Combatentes
não representou apenas uma mudança de
nomenclatura mas também, e sobretudo, de
orientação do seu papel na promoção de maior
inclusão e mobilização de mais moçambicanos
para darem o seu contributo na luta contra a
pobreza e pelo nosso bem-estar. 
Neste contexto, os Combatentes da Luta de
Libertação Nacional e os Desmobilizados de
Guerra têm um papel a desempenhar no processo
de consolidação da Paz, da Democracia e do
Estado de Direito. Com esses pilares referenciais,
esta Magna Casa aprovou a “Lei sobre o Estatuto
do Combatente”.
A realização da Décima Edição do Festival
Nacional dos Jogos Desportivos Escolares, na
Cidade da Matola, constituiu mais uma
oportunidade para o re-encontro da juventude
moçambicana para partilhar emoções, exibir
talentos e aprofundar os valores de cidadãos
íntegros, com espírito patriótico e cientes das
suas responsabilidades.
Realizámos, sob o lema “Diálogo e Entendimento
Mútuo, no nosso melhor”, o Acampamento
Nacional da Juventude, no âmbito dos Décimos
Jogos Africanos, Maputo 2011 e do Ano Samora
Machel, onde participaram jovens oriundos de
todo o nosso Moçambique.
Esta Pátria de Heróis conquistou o quarto
lugar do Grupo A, no Campeonato Mundial de
Hóquei em Patins em San Juan, Argentina.
Queremos saudar a nossa selecção nacional desta
modalidade, por mais este feito que enriquece o
nosso palmarés de honras e glórias. 
Acolhemos nesta Pérola do Índico, os Décimos
Jogos Africanos – Maputo 2011, o maior
acontecimento desportivo, em solo pátrio, desde
a nossa Independência Nacional. Uma vez mais,
demonstramos a nós mesmos, à nossa Mãe-África
e ao mundo como somos capazes de nos auto-
superar para vencer desafios, ao organizar as
condições técnicas e logísticas, em menos de 
dois anos, para acolher, com sucesso, dignidade 
e comodidade, as olimpíadas africanas. 
A  PRES IDÊNC IA  ABERTA  E
INCLUS IVA
A Presidência Aberta e Inclusiva, que faz parte
das nossas promessas eleitorais e integra a nossa
cultura política, conheceu a sua segunda edição
deste mandato. Decidimos, nesta edição,
privilegiar os Postos Administrativos e as
Localidades, levando connosco como uma das
mensagens centrais, o desafio do aumento da
produtividade e competitividade, não apenas no
sector agrário, como também em todos os outros
sectores da actividade social e económica desta
Pérola do Índico. 
Queremos sublinhar que é com cada um de
nós fazendo a sua parte, com cada um dos nossos
sectores fazendo o melhor na redução dos tempos
e dos recursos que aplica, que vamos assegurar
que a nação moçambicana aumente a sua
produtividade e competitividade, melhorando a
qualidade dos produtos e serviços. A cultura de
trabalho e o espírito patriótico, de auto-superação
e de bem servir são fundamentais para o aumento
da produtividade e da competitividade.
Foram estes conceitos que levamos à reflexão
dos dirigentes locais, dos membros dos conselhos
consultivos, dos agentes económicos e do nosso
maravilhoso Povo, quer na interacção nos
comícios populares, quer no diálogo que com eles
travamos nos seus empreendimentos e locais de
actividade. Nestes contactos, testemunhamos
como os nossos compatriotas estão, à semelhança
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do que acontece a nível central, a abraçar estes
conceitos. Na verdade, eles não se cingem apenas
ao aumento da produção, através do aumento de
áreas trabalhadas ou de horas de trabalho
despendidas nos gabinetes ou na produção de
determinada obra ou provisão de determinado
serviço. Eles estão a adensar a sua certeza de que,
através do aumento da sua produtividade
aumentam, necessariamente, a sua produção: é
neste processo que sobressai o espírito
empreendedor e a criatividade do moçambicano. 
Graças à apropriação e aplicação destes
conceitos, aceleram-se mudanças na vida das
comunidades, melhora-se o atendimento às
petições, queixas e reclamações dos cidadãos e
aumenta o número dos seus pedidos sobre a
qualidade do que já têm disponível. No passado,
eram os pedidos para suprir as muitas carências
que eram trazidos para a nossa atenção. Hoje
mesmo quando se quer pedir algo de novo,
começa-se por identificar o que já se tem. Esta
mudança de abordagem revela progresso e
expressa a auto-estima do moçambicano.
ELE IÇÕES  INTERCALARES
No passado dia 7 de Dezembro, tiveram lugar as
Eleições Autárquicas Intercalares, nos municípios
de Cuamba, Pemba e Quelimane, no quadro do
reforço da democracia e do aperfeiçoamento dos
mecanismos de prestação de contas aos munícipes
e à população em geral. Coube a cada um de nós,
às forças políticas e à sociedade civil assegurar,
com serenidade e responsabilidade, que o processo
eleitoral multipartidário decorresse de forma
livre, justa e transparente, num ambiente ordeiro
e pacífico. Por estas razões distintivas do nosso
Povo, saudamos, em particular, os munícipes das
três autarquias que se fizeram às urnas e exerceram
o seu direito de cidadania e endereçamos a nossas
felicitações aos eleitos nestes pleitos.
PLANIF ICAÇÃO  E  GESTÃO  MACRO-
ECONÓMICA
Aprovamos o Plano de Acção para a Redução
da Pobreza (2011-2014), o Plano Estratégico do
Desenvolvimento do Sector Agrário e iniciamos 
a implementação do Plano Estratégico de
Combate à Pobreza Urbana. Estes instrumentos
sintetizam os nossos propósitos na luta contra a
pobreza, pois, os mesmos privilegiam como
objectivo imediato, o aumento da produção e da
produtividade e a aceleração, por essa via, do
crescimento económico e, ao mesmo tempo, a
geração de mais emprego e renda. 
Para o alcance destes nossos objectivos, a
consolidação da Unidade Nacional, da paz e da
estabilidade macroeconómica revelam-se
fundamentais. Por isso, mesmo com a contracção
da economia mundial, em 2011, Moçambique
continuou a granjear a confiança dos investidores
nacionais e estrangeiros, os quais continuam a
procurar, na nossa terra, oportunidades de
investimento em diversas áreas.
Com estes investimentos, consolidamos a
posição privilegiada de Moçambique no mapa
mundial de investimentos e fortalecemos, mais
ainda, a nossa balança comercial, para além da
geração de receitas para o Estado.
Continuamos a orientar a política fiscal e
orçamental para a realização dos objectivos
estabelecidos no Programa Quinquenal do
Governo, através do alargamento da base
tributária, da descentralização orçamental, da
implementação da metodologia de planificação e
orçamentação por programas, da realização das
despesas com maior eficiência e qualidade, bem
como na melhoria do ambiente de negócios e da
competitividade da economia nacional.
A mobilização de recursos financeiros atingiu,
até Novembro deste ano, mais de 74.000 milhões
de meticais, o equivalente a uma realização de
93,5% do orçamento anual, representando um
crescimento nominal de 29,6%, em relação a
igual período do ano anterior. Este nível de
realização corresponde a uma capacidade interna
de 62,8%, do valor total dos recursos mobilizados,
tendo superado os mobilizados no período
homólogo de 2010 em sete pontos percentuais. 
A participação dos recursos externos foi de 37,2%. 
Com a realização da acção governativa, até
Novembro as Despesas de Funcionamento
atingiram uma execução correspondente a 86%,
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as de Investimento 62% e as Operações
Financeiras 77%, tendo as de Funcionamento e
de Investimento superado os níveis verificados 
no período homólogo do ano anterior em 17% 
e 32%, respectivamente.
Como forma de acelerar os ganhos na redução
da pobreza urbana, este ano, expandimos a
alocação dos “7 milhões” para os 11 municípios,
capitais provinciais. Com esta iniciativa, não só
descentralizamos a execução do Plano Estratégico
para o Combate à Pobreza Urbana mas, e acima
de tudo, confiamos aos municípios e seus
munícipes, a liderança e condução de todo o
processo de decisão e alocação dos recursos deste
fundo, na certeza de que estes recursos são
aplicados no financiamento de actividades
produtivas promissoras e economicamente
rentáveis, e que beneficiem aos munícipes que têm
capacidade, vontade e espírito empreendedor,
tornando o seu potencial criativo em actividade
produtiva real e benéfico para todos.
AQUIS IÇÃO  DE  CONHEC IMENTOS  E
HAB I L IDADES  PARA  A  V IDA
Para que a educação assuma um papel de crescente
relevância e impacto, em resposta aos desafios do
crescimento da economia e do aumento da
produtividade, encaramo-la sob dois prismas. Por
um lado, continuamos a priorizar a sua expansão
por todo o nosso belo Moçambique, para que
cada vez mais crianças, jovens e adultos:
• tenham acesso ao conhecimento; 
• desenvolvam capacidades; e
• se forjem em valores nobres. 
• Por outro, damos atenção particular à
melhoria da qualidade de ensino.
No concernente à expansão do acesso ao
ensino, destacamos o aumento do número de
alunos, que este ano atingiu cerca de 6 milhões
no ensino primário, técnico profissional e
secundário geral. No ensino superior, atingimos a
cifra de 101 mil estudantes, em 2010, contra os
80 mil, de 2009.
Para aqueles que têm 15 anos ou mais e que
não tiveram acesso à escolaridade primária,
criamos oportunidades para frequentarem cursos
de alfabetização. Este ano a alfabetização e
educação de adultos contam com cerca de 500.000
alfabetizandos, dos quais 66,5% são mulheres.
Durante o presente ano lectivo frequentaram
o Ensino Técnico-Profissional 46.600 alunos nos
níveis básico e médio, sendo deste universo, 32%
mulheres. Em 2010, o universo foi de 44.500, com
as mulheres a perfazerem 30%. Estes alunos
frequentam cursos nas áreas de Hotelaria e
Turismo, Manutenção Industrial, Agricultura e
Agro-processamento, Minas, Administração e
Gestão, entre outros, tendo em vista dar resposta
às exigências do mercado. O ensino técnico-
profissional é ministrado em 111 instituições de
ensino, com efeito multiplicador através de acções
de extensão, junto das comunidades. 
No mesmo contexto, temos levado a cabo
acções de capacitação e formação de funcionários,
tendo, com satisfação, registado que o número de
graduados de nível médio e superior aumentou,
de forma significativa. Hoje, mais de 7.500
funcionários foram graduados pelas escolas do
Governo, perfazendo um aumento de 1.200, 
em relação a 2010. Estão, assim, munidos de
ferramentas técnicas e práticas para
impulsionarem a produtividade e a melhoria da
prestação da nossa Administração Pública.
Para a formação de jovens fora da escola ou
adultos que não tiveram a possibilidade de aceder
a uma formação vocacional, foram introduzidos
cursos intensivos de curta duração. Outrossim,
muitos jovens que concluíram diferentes níveis do
ensino primário ou secundário abraçaram cursos
de formação profissional nos Centros de Formação
Profissional. É importante referir que se destacam
ainda, 132 projectos de formação profissionalizante
em curso nos distritos e nas zonas rurais do nosso
Moçambique, acessíveis aos jovens.
Foram realizadas intervenções assinaláveis no
domínio do emprego e formação profissional,
tendo em vista aumentar a produtividade da nossa
mão-de-obra, sendo de destacar a criação de três
novos centros de formação profissional
localizados em Nampula, Tete e Maputo.
A expansão do ensino superior resulta na
implantação de mais centros do saber nas
províncias, nos distritos e nos postos
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administrativos, gerando, consolidando e
colocando as competências locais ao serviço das
próprias comunidades e dos próprios graduados
induzindo, por conseguinte, o aumento da sua
produtividade. Passamos de 38 instituições de
ensino superior, públicas e privadas, em 2010,
para quarenta e uma instituições. 
Várias são as acções que temos estado a
empreender no contexto da melhoria da
qualidade do ensino em Moçambique. Cientes 
de que a qualidade do professor constitui um
pilar preponderante para a melhoria da qualidade
de ensino, iniciamos o processo de desenho do
currículo para a formação de professores com
Décima classe mais três anos de formação, nos
Institutos de Formação de Professores Primários,
em substituição do actual Sistema de Décima
classe mais um ano de formação. 
Ainda no que diz respeito à qualidade de ensino,
damos prioridade à construção, reabilitação,
expansão e apetrechamento de infra-estruturas
escolares em toda a nossa Pátria Amada.
Atenção especial é, também, dada à qualidade
e competitividade dos graduados no mercado de
trabalho os quais devem reunir capacidades que
lhes permitam, sobretudo, desenvolver o espírito
de auto-emprego e uma cultura de trabalho
baseados em elevados níveis de produtividade. 
MOÇAMBICANIDADE ,  JUVENTUDE
E  ACESSO  À  INFORMAÇÃO  
As acções de formação da consciência patriótica,
de reforço da Unidade Nacional e de exaltação da
moçambicanidade induzem o aumento da auto-
estima do cidadão. Quem tem amor-próprio, está
melhor preparado para se auto-superar e, por
conseguinte, para aumentar a sua produtividade.
Foram, neste contexto, realizadas exposições 
de obras literárias e artísticas, promovidos
intercâmbios entre criadores de artes e cultura e
organizados festivais e outros eventos culturais,
nos quais a moçambicanidade foi a tónica
dominante. Destaque vai para a digressão, por
todas as capitais provinciais, da Timbila e do
Nyau, as nossas duas expressões culturais
proclamadas pela Organização das Nações
Unidas para a Educação, Ciência e Cultura -
UNESCO, como obras-primas do património
oral e imaterial da Humanidade.
A reabilitação e apetrechamento das Casas de
Cultura nos distritos das províncias de Nampula,
Zambézia e Sofala contribuem para a multiplicação
de sessões de representação, divulgação e
entretenimento artístico-cultural nas comunidades,
bem como para a revelação e lapidação de novos
talentos e cristalização da auto-estima. 
A entrada em funcionamento do Centro
Emissor da Rádio Moçambique, em Katembe-Nsime,
na Cidade de Maputo, dos novos emissores da
Televisão de Moçambique, do apetrechamento
dos centros de rádio e televisão comunitária, bem
como a entrada em funcionamento de outros
órgãos da comunicação social criaram condições
necessárias para uma maior cobertura territorial e
para o acesso à informação por mais cidadãos.
Aos profissionais da comunicação social,
endereçamos a nossa mensagem de apreço pela
dedicação e trabalho abnegado realizado em prol
da consolidação da Unidade Nacional, da auto-
estima, da Paz e, em particular, pelas intervenções
em apoio a uma maior produtividade da nossa
economia.  
No domínio da juventude, o outro nome do
nosso futuro, a nossa atenção centra-se, entre
outros, no apoio a uma maior produtividade dos
jovens nos seus empreendimentos e iniciativas.
Assim, para além da formação em instituições de
ensino, através dos “7 milhões” e do Fundo de
Apoio a Iniciativas Juvenis, promovemos e
apoiamos a criação de oportunidades para a
aplicação das suas habilidades técnicas e
profissionais. Deste modo, mais jovens têm a
oportunidade de aplicar os seus conhecimentos
em projectos de produção agrária, corte e costura,
construção, mecânica, serralharia, só para dar
alguns exemplos.
Estes programas são complementados pelo
PRO EMPRESA JOVEM, uma iniciativa que
envolve as empresas públicas e que também tem
o propósito de apoiar os jovens no desen
volvimento de iniciativas empresariais e
empreendedoras de geração de emprego, auto-
emprego e renda.
No contexto do espírito de voluntariado que
cultivamos, o Programa “Férias Desenvolvendo o
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Distrito”, sob a égide da Associação de Estudantes
Finalistas Universitários de Moçambique, em
parceria com o Governo, conheceu a sua sexta
edição. Este programa demonstra como os jovens
estão sempre disponíveis e determinados a fazer a
sua parte na luta contra a pobreza e, neste caso
particular, a partilhar os seus conhecimentos para
o aumento da produtividade local. Ainda no
âmbito do voluntariado, queremos recordar aos
Senhores Deputados que cerca de 5.000
voluntários deram o seu valioso contributo na
Décima Edição dos Jogos Africanos, Maputo
2011. Temos igualmente mais de onze mil
activistas envolvidos em programas de prevenção
e combate ao HIV/SIDA espalhados por todo o
nosso belo Moçambique.
ACÇÃO  SOC IAL  E  GÉNERO  
A realização do Terceiro Parlamento Infantil
trouxe para esta Magna Casa, crianças
provenientes de todas as províncias da nossa
Pátria Amada. Aqui, os nossos parlamentares de
palmo e meio interagiram com dirigentes do
Estado e de organizações da sociedade civil e
demonstraram como se assumem continuadores
dos ideais de Unidade Nacional, de democracia,
de paz e de prosperidade para toda a Nação
Moçambicana.
Incidimos a Acção Social sobre crianças,
mulheres, pessoas idosas, pessoas com deficiência
e outros grupos sociais mais vulneráveis, para a
elevação do seu desempenho no processo de
desenvolvimento social e económico desta Pátria
de Heróis. Temos, neste contexto, encorajado e
apoiado acções de solidariedade de moçambicano
para moçambicano porque esta postura faz parte
da nossa maneira de ser e de estar como um
Povo, como uma Nação.
No âmbito da assistência e protecção da
criança contra todas as formas de violência e
maus tratos, de crianças órfãs e vulneráveis, de
crianças portadoras de deficiência e abandonadas
desencadeamos acções que permitiram a
prestação de assistência a mais de 283.000
crianças nesta situação difícil, em infantários,
centros de acolhimento e reintegradas nas suas
próprias famílias. Em 2010 esta cifra situava-se
em 273.000 crianças.
Reconhecidamente, a Mulher desempenha um
papel preponderante na luta contra a pobreza e,
em particular, no aumento da produtividade em
todos os sectores de actividade. Neste contexto,
prosseguimos com acções que garantem maior
acesso da rapariga e da mulher às oportunidades
de educação, formação profissional, cuidados de
saúde materno-infantil e emprego.
ACESSO  AO  SERV IÇO  NAC IONAL  DE
SAÚDE
Em 2011 assistimos 232.000 compatriotas idosos
contra 181.680, em 2010, no âmbito do programa
de subsídio de alimentos.
Ao longo do presente ano continuamos a
registar progressos na expansão do Serviço
Nacional de Saúde que resultou na melhoria 
das taxas de cobertura vacinal e de partos
institucionais, bem como na redução do número
de casos de mortes por malária e tuberculose e na
melhoria da prevenção da transmissão vertical do
HIV e SIDA. Isto demonstra que o Serviço
Nacional de Saúde deu uma valiosa contribuição
para que mais compatriotas nossos, mais saudáveis
e livres de doenças, se empenhassem na actividade
produtiva e no aumento da produtividade nos seus
sectores de actividade.
Apraz-nos constatar, os progressos na redução
do impacto das grandes endemias tais como a
cólera, a diarreia, as parasitoses e a malária, cujos
casos reduziram em cerca de 8,1%. 
Em reconhecimento do facto de que a
tuberculose ainda constitui um grave problema
de saúde pública e, por isso, um grave obstáculo à
nossa luta contra a pobreza, adoptamos medidas
que concorrem para a eficácia no seu tratamento.
Neste contexto, reduzimos o tempo de espera do
seu diagnóstico, de dois meses para duas semanas,
e introduzimos melhorias na sua vigilância
epidemiológica, com a inauguração do Primeiro
Laboratório de referência no Hospital Central 
de Maputo.
Temos estado a registar progressos na luta
contra o HIV e SIDA. Com efeito, de 500 novas
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infecções, em 2005, a incidência actual estima-se
em 350 novas infecções. Por outro lado, esta
pandemia dá sinais de estar a entrar numa fase de
estabilização. Todavia, os níveis que alcançámos
até agora não nos dão conforto. Por isso, ao
longo do ano continuamos a priorizar a garantia
de uma rápida expansão do tratamento anti-
retroviral administrado por pessoal treinado.
Assim, passamos de mais de 190.000 doentes, em
2010, para 232.000, em 2011, representando um
crescimento de 21%, de doentes em tratamento. 
No âmbito da melhoria dos cuidados de saúde
materno-infantil, passamos de 909 Unidades
Sanitárias, que em 2010 ofereciam os serviços de
prevenção da transmissão vertical, para 1.040
Unidades em 2011.
A melhoria da rede sanitária através da
expansão, reabilitação, ampliação e
apetrechamento das unidades sanitárias da rede
primária, secundária, terciária e quaternária
fortalece-se pela aproximação dos serviços de
saúde à população, através:
• Da entrada em funcionamento dos
Hospitais Distritais de Nacala e de Namapa
e da construção dos Centros de Saúde de
Namiete, em Mogovolas, na Província 
de Nampula;
• Da construção dos Centros de Beia-Peia e
Bándua e na Cidade da Beira, na Província
de Sofala e em Mavalana, na Cidade de
Maputo;
• Da construção de um bloco de
internamento e de uma residência nos
Centros de Saúde de Derre, no Distrito de
Morrumbala e de Molumbo, no Distrito de
Milange, na Província da Zambézia; 
• Da construção do bloco de internamento de
3 enfermarias e 1 maternidade no Hospital
Distrital de Marrupa, na Província do
Niassa; 
• Da aquisição e afectação de 90 ambulâncias,
por todas as Províncias do nosso
Moçambique, meios que melhoram as
condições de transporte dos doentes, e com
assistência, entre as unidades sanitárias. 
A formação e capacitação dos nossos
profissionais de saúde continua no centro das
nossas atenções. Para além da formação inicial foi
possível assegurar que 85 médicos concluíssem a
pós-graduação, em diversas especialidades médicas
nas nossas unidades hospitalares de referência.
É digno de registo, que, hoje, em Moçambique,
temos profissionais de saúde que realizam
intervenções cirúrgicas de alta especialidade e
operam aparelhos de alta precisão, o que permitiu
a realização de cirurgia de cataratas, da cirurgia de
fístulas bem como da cirurgia de coração aberto.
Foram criados comités, em todas as
províncias, para implementar a estratégia que tem
em vista promover uma maior humanização das
unidades sanitárias, bem como para a facilitação
da participação popular na gestão dos programas
de saúde e nas feiras de saúde.
Preenchemos já todos os distritos com, pelo
menos, um médico. Iniciamos, uma nova fase, ao
colocar médicos em 19 postos administrativos.
Vamos continuar a avançar nesse nível da
administração territorial da nossa Pátria Amada. 
PRODUT IV IDADE  AGRÁR IA
No contexto da Revolução Verde, aprovamos e
está em implementação o Plano Estratégico do
Desenvolvimento do Sector Agrário que está a
introduzir melhorias na segurança alimentar e
nutricional. Este programa assenta em 4 pilares
nomeadamente: 
• Produtividade; 
• Acesso aos mercados; 
• Gestão dos recursos naturais; e 
• Fortalecimento das Instituições.
Visando o aumento da produtividade agrícola,
foram libertadas variedades de sementes
melhoradas de culturas diversas e introduzidos
pacotes tecnológicos melhorados de produção e
processamento de arroz, que passou de uma
tonelada, por hectar, para mais de três, no Posto
Administrativo de Nante, no Distrito da Maganja
da Costa, na Zambézia e no Distrito de Chókwè,
em Gaza.
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Introduzimos ainda, pacotes tecnológicos
melhorados para a cultura de batata-reno nas
províncias de Sofala e Inhambane, o que permitiu
que produtores de subsistência transitassem para
o nível de pequenos produtores comerciais.
O agro-processamento tem estado a acrescentar
valor aos produtos o que, consequentemente,
melhora a sua conservação e comercialização,
bem como a segurança alimentar e nutricional do
nosso Povo. Assim, temos vindo a introduzir o
uso do celeiro melhorado, “modelo Gorongosa”,
nas províncias de Cabo Delgado, Niassa,
Nampula, Sofala e Zambézia, que garante a
melhoria da renda familiar e maior procura de
serviços de extensão. Estão em fase de construção
315 celeiros, deste modelo, nas províncias de
Tete, Manica, Inhambane e Gaza.
Procedemos ao reflorestamento, para fins
industriais, com diversas espécies florestais exóticas
e nativas, destacando-se as províncias de Niassa e
Zambézia, acrescendo às iniciativas “Um aluno,
uma planta por ano” e “Um líder, uma floresta
comunitária”. Actualizamos o Regulamento da
Lei de Florestas e Fauna Bravia. No mesmo
contexto, foram autorizadas novas empresas
florestais que não só vão contribuir para o
reflorestamento, como também para a geração 
de postos de trabalho e renda para o nosso
maravilhoso Povo.
Desenvolvemos intervenções sustentáveis na
mitigação do conflito Homem - fauna bravia,
através de técnicas apropriadas e colocação de
sinais de alerta nos Distritos de maior ocorrência,
a nível nacional, além do abate dos principais
causadores de vítimas humanas. 
Com base em projectos integrados,
prosseguimos com acções de promoção e
desenvolvimento da pesca artesanal. Com o
mesmo objectivo de melhorar a dieta alimentar 
e o aumento da renda familiar, estamos a
impulsionar o crescimento da piscicultura de
pequena escala e familiar estando a passar duma
produtividade média de 25 quilogramas por ciclo
de 8 meses para 600 quilogramas em igual
período, do ano anterior como resultado do
aperfeiçoamento dos factores da cadeia de
produção, designadamente os alevinos, a ração e
o financiamento. 
Para assegurar melhores condições de
manuseamento e acondicionamento do pescado,
foram concluídos mercados de primeira venda em
Nacala, em Angoche e na Cidade da Beira. O
impacto imediato desta acção foi a redução das
perdas pós-captura dos produtos de pesca
desembarcados, o que aumenta a produtividade
dos pescadores que, assim, colocam o seu produto
no mercado de forma mais competitiva. 
Reabilitamos o Porto de Pesca da Beira, no Cais
Manarte, e construímos, de raiz, um entreposto
frigorífico industrial, com capacidade para: 
• Conservar 300 toneladas de produtos da
pesca; 
• Processar 36 toneladas de pescado diverso,
em dois turnos; e 
• Produzir 940 quilogramas, por hora, de gelo
em flocos.
No domínio do associativismo e da gestão
participativa, são de destacar a promoção, 
constituição e consolidação das organizações de
base comunitária, assegurando-lhes a assistência
técnica necessária, através de programas de trans-
ferência das tecnologias de produção, produtivi-
dade, processamento e conservação do pescado. 
A investigação e transferência de tecnologias
para as comunidades permitiram realizar o 
ensaio da capacidade de adaptação de variedades
de culturas a diferentes condições locais,
possibilitando assim, a melhoria dos níveis de
produtividade agrícola, um factor-chave no
processo de luta contra a fome e a pobreza.
Para garantir a valorização e aproveitamento
das plantas produzidas pelas comunidades,
editamos e divulgamos a “Tabela de Composição
Química e Valor Nutricional de Alimentos produzidos
e recolectados pelas populações”. Trata-se de um
manual que oferece, com base em estudos
científicos, alternativas aconselháveis para uma
alimentação saudável e para a industrialização do
seu processamento e comercialização.
Para impulsionar a melhoria da produtividade,
lançámos o “Movimento Nacional de Promoção
da Inovação Sustentável” que vem resgatar a
criatividade e o espírito empreendedor do
moçambicano. Ainda no mesmo quadro,
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formamos técnicos especializados, através, por
exemplo, do “Programa Cientista do Amanhã”,
em Projectos de Investigação, Inovação e
Transferência de Tecnologias. Trata-se de
iniciativas implementadas e orientadas para a
busca de soluções práticas para problemas
prioritários de produtividade, em áreas como
agricultura, energia e ambiente.
Asseguramos a ligação dos primeiros 32
Distritos à Rede Electrónica do Governo que,
também, passam a sentir o efeito positivo
resultante da redução do tempo útil de
comunicação entre os funcionários e agentes 
do Estado afectos nos distritos, nas Províncias e
nos Órgãos Centrais. Sentem igualmente, o
impacto dessa nova realidade na melhoria da
prestação de serviços ao cidadão. Neste contexto,
colocamos as Tecnologias de Informação e
Comunicação ao serviço da produtividade, entanto
que catalisadores da Reforma do Sector Público.
Foram lançadas as Cátedras de Investigação
para o Desenvolvimento, que são veículos através
dos quais cientistas, investigadores, académicos,
inovadores, empresários e comunidades
identificam problemas de variada natureza e,
através da investigação e inovação, produzem
novo conhecimento para a sua resolução.
INDÚSTR IA  EXTRACT IVA
No domínio do trabalho migratório, cerca de
54.000 moçambicanos trabalham na República 
da África do Sul, 88% dos quais na indústria
mineira, uma indústria que se ressente da crise
financeira internacional. Por isso, uma das nossas
acções tem em vista assegurar a reinserção social
dos ex-trabalhadores mineiros nas suas zonas de
origem, através da distribuição de meios e insumos
agrícolas para a realização de projectos de auto-
emprego e de geração de rendimento, actividades
que neste momento beneficiam cerca de 6.800
compatriotas nossos. 
Ainda no domínio do trabalho migratório,
introduzimos o sistema de pagamentos aos
mineiros, via sistema bancário. Trata-se de uma
medida que, para além de reduzir os riscos e a
vulnerabilidade inerentes ao transporte de
valores, tem o condão de promover a elevação da
cultura de poupança e de facilitar a assistência
financeira aos dependentes desses nossos
compatriotas nas suas zonas de origem.
Tendo em atenção a sua contribuição para o
aumento da produtividade e da competitividade
da nossa economia, temos, por um lado,
privilegiado a adopção de medidas com vista à
estabilidade empresarial e paz social, ao nível dos
diferentes sectores da economia. Por outro lado,
temos primado pela protecção do trabalhador
contra práticas lesivas à sua dignidade. Por isso,
reconhecemos e encorajamos a realização do
Diálogo Social e Cultura de Trabalho, de 
forma permanente.
As actividades mineiras e de hidrocarbonetos
afiguram-se como verdadeiras alavancas para o
desenvolvimento da nossa Pátria Amada ao
introduzir novas tecnologias que impulsionam a
produtividade no próprio sector e em outros
sectores de actividade. A implantação destes
projectos está a contribuir para a atracção e
incremento de actividades económicas e serviços,
bem como para a criação de novas oportunidades
de geração de emprego e de renda. Por exemplo,
a intensificação da actividade de prospecção e
exploração geológico-mineira tem estimulado o
aumento de projectos de investimento no sector
de turismo em Pemba, Nacala, Tete e Beira. 
Uma outra contribuição destes e de outros
grandes projectos revela-se pelo cumprimento
das suas responsabilidades sociais através da
construção de escolas, fontes de água e centros 
de saúde, por exemplo.
Testemunhamos a expansão do Projecto das
Areias Pesadas de Moma e a preparação para
início, em 2012, do Projecto das Areias Pesadas
de Angoche. 
Continuamos preocupados com a atracção de
investidores para a exploração e aproveitamento
das Areias Pesadas de Chibuto. Neste sentido,
lançamos um concurso restrito, com vista a
apurar o novo investidor para este projecto.
Estamos igualmente a acompanhar a realização
dos estudos para a viabilização das Areias Pesadas
de Jangamo e de Chonguene, nas províncias de
Inhambane e Gaza, respectivamente.
Ainda no âmbito da actividade de pesquisa
geológica, foi identificado um jazigo de fosfatos,
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no Distrito de Monapo, na Província de
Nampula, estando em curso estudos com vista 
à implantação do empreendimento para a
produção, em grande escala, de fertilizantes para
o mercado nacional e para a exportação. 
No mesmo quadro, prossegue o mapeamento
geológico de minerais industriais e para materiais
de construção com destaque para o calcário,
matéria-prima essencial para o fabrico de cimento. 
As recentes descobertas de gás natural na
Bacia do Rovuma serão desenvolvidas através da
implementação de projectos de grande dimensão,
tanto para exportação como para a sua utilização
no desenvolvimento de novas indústrias nacionais,
e contribuirão, a médio prazo, para um aumento
substancial das receitas do Estado.
A nossa visão é de que os nossos recursos
naturais e os investimentos em florestas devem,
prioritariamente, contribuir para a industrialização
do nosso Moçambique, promovendo e suportando
o surgimento de outros pólos de desenvolvimento
em diferentes regiões do nosso solo pátrio.
Exortamos a nossa classe empresarial a tirar mais
vantagens na cadeia de valor destes recursos.
Queremos reafirmar que estes recursos não
devem distrair a nossa atenção da Unidade
Nacional, essa força magnética que nos estrutura
como um Povo, como uma Nação, essa força,
mãe das muitas vitórias que temos registado ao
longo do nosso processo histórico. De igual
modo, a euforia induzida pela descoberta destes
recursos e pelas referências elogiosas na imprensa
e nas bolsas de valores, do mundo inteiro, não
devem retirar o nosso enfoque sobre a
produtividade agrária e sobre a economia do
conhecimento que é fundamental para o
aproveitamento integral mesmo desses recursos e
das outras áreas de intervenção humana. 
MOÇAMBIQUE  COMO  DEST INO
FASC INANTE  DE  INVEST IMENTOS
Expandimos as áreas de conservação, com vista a
assegurar maior protecção das comunidades e
garantir a utilização sustentável dos recursos
naturais e a sua maior produtividade no combate
contra a pobreza. 
Os indicadores de desempenho do sector do
Turismo, quando comparados com os do período
homólogo de 2010, mostram que os projectos de
investimentos registaram um crescimento na
ordem dos 19%, correspondendo a 242 milhões
de dólares, tendo contribuído para a criação de
cerca de 4 mil postos de trabalho e mais de 3 mil
novos quartos, o que representou um crescimento
de 20% e 5%, respectivamente.  
Aumentamos a oferta de alojamento turístico
e melhoramos, de forma substancial, a qualidade
da oferta dos produtos e serviços turísticos
nacionais, o que faz com que esta Pérola do
Índico continue a ser um destino fascinante para
investimentos, produção, negócios e laser.
Registamos o aumento da capacidade de
produção e de oferta de cimento, decorrente da
entrada em funcionamento de um novo moinho
na nossa Pátria Amada. O impacto imediato 
deste desenvolvimento foi a redução do preço
deste produto e o aumento da produtividade na
indústria de construção e em outros sectores
económicos e sociais.
Na implementação da cadeia de valor de
produção, as indústrias alimentares e de bebidas,
contribuíram com um peso de 30.0%, em 2011,
contra 27,4%, em 2010, na estrutura da produção
industrial nacional, incluindo a produção de
alumínio.
A revitalização do Instituto de Cereais de
Moçambique assegura maior transparência 
na formulação de preços, em benefício do 
sector familiar, aumenta a capacidade de
armazenamento e a constituição de reservas
alimentares, factor determinante para a
estabilidade dos preços dos cereais.
Asseguramos, com a fixação obrigatória de
preços nos produtos e serviços, em moeda
nacional, a protecção dos direitos do consumidor,
a melhoria do ambiente de negócios, bem como
uma maior valorização do Metical e crescente
transparência na competitividade.  
INFRA-ESTRUTURAS
Melhoramos as condições de circulação de
pessoas e bens, induzindo, por conseguinte,
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maior produtividade nos sectores sociais e
económicos da nossa Pátria Amada. Com efeito,
concluímos as obras de reabilitação das estradas:
• Nampevo - Alto-Molócuè, na Província da
Zambézia; 
• Vandúzi - Changara, nas províncias de
Manica e Tete; 
• Massinga – Nhanchengue, na Província de
Inhambane; e
• Xai-Xai - Chissibuca, nas províncias de
Gaza e Inhambane.
Estão garantidas as condições técnicas e
mobilizados recursos para as obras de asfaltagem
das estradas:
• Mocuba - Milange e Mocuba - Nampevo,
na Província da Zambézia;  
• Macomia – Oasse; Mueda - Oasse -
Mocímboa da Praia – Palma – Namoto;
Montepuez - Ruaça e Ruaça - Marrupa,
incluindo a construção de 13 pontes, nas
províncias de Cabo-Delgado e do Niassa; 
• Chimoio - Espungabera e Caniçado -
Chicualacuala, nas províncias de Manica e
Gaza, respectivamente;
• Iniciamos as obras de reabilitação das
estradas Rio Ligonha - Nampula e Namialo
- Rio Lúrio, na província de Nampula; e
• Neste trimestre, iniciamos as obras de
asfaltagem das estradas Mocuba - Milange -
Nampevo e Gurúè - Magige e Magige -
Cuamba, nas províncias da Zambézia e
Niassa, respectivamente.
Ainda no mesmo contexto, reabilitamos:
• A ponte da Ilha de Moçambique, na
Província de Nampula;  
• Construímos as pontes sobre os rios
Licungo II e III e Cuacua I, na Província da
Zambézia e Chueza, na Província de Tete; e
• Iniciamos as obras de construção da 
quarta ponte sobre o rio Zambeze, na
Cidade de Tete.
A décima edição dos Jogos Africanos e a Sétima
Edição dos Jogos da CPLP deixaram-nos com
um legado, em termos de infra-estruturas
desportivas, construídas, reabilitadas e apetrechadas,
o que, de forma significativa, vai melhorar as
condições de preparação dos nossos atletas,
potenciando a elevação dos seus rendimentos.
Continuamos empenhados na realização de
investimentos para expandir as infra-estruturas 
de abastecimento de água, aumentando o número
da população servida com água potável. A título
ilustrativo: 
• Iniciamos as obras de emergência em
Nacala-Porto;
• Melhoramos o abastecimento de água em
Lichinga;
• Colocamos em funcionamento parcial o
sistema de abastecimento de água de
Chicamba, na Província de Manica;
• Ampliamos a estação de tratamento de água
do Umbelúzi; e
• Construímos e inauguramos um novo
sistema de abastecimento de água para os
municípios das cidades de Maputo e Matola
e para a Vila sede de Boane.  
As nossas acções na área de energia eléctrica
têm estado a contribuir para a maximização da
produtividade, com energia fiável e de qualidade,
nos sectores agrário, de processamento, do
comércio, da mineração, do turismo, só para dar
alguns exemplos.
Lançamos este mês, o projecto da “Espinha
Dorsal”, com vista a promover a industrialização
do nosso Moçambique, através da atracção de
empreendimentos de uso intensivo da energia
eléctrica.
A partir deste ano Palma, Mueda, Nangade,
Muidumbe, Mocímboa da Praia, Meluco,
Quissanga, Mongicual, Lugela e Funhalouro
passam a estar ligados à Rede Eléctrica Nacional,
o que perfaz um total de 106 sedes distritais,
elevando a taxa de acesso à energia eléctrica para
30%, contra 7% de 2004. Hoje, os nossos
compatriotas, nestes distritos, exclamam, com
maior satisfação ainda, “Cahora Bassa é nossa!”.
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Com o início dos trabalhos de lançamento do
cabo submarino, a Ilha do Ibo, também vai estar
brevemente ligada à energia de Cahora Bassa!
No âmbito da expansão da rede de distribuição
de combustíveis, temos assegurado o abastecimento
de produtos petrolíferos ao longo de todo o
nosso Moçambique, pese embora o ambiente
desfavorável prevalecente no mercado
internacional, caracterizado pela constante
instabilidade de preços. Ainda neste contexto,
prosseguimos com a construção de postos de
abastecimento de combustíveis em Mecula,
Nipepe, Maúa, Mavago, Mecubúri, Nacarôa,
Mossuril, Murrupula, Tambara, Mussorize, Ile,
Marínguè, Chemba, Chicualacuala, Mabalane 
e Chilembene.
Os sistemas de transportes e comunicações
afiguram-se como factores essenciais na indução
da produtividade e da competitividade da nossa
economia. Neste sentido, a melhoria das infra-
estruturas portuárias da Beira e do Maputo
permitiu a elevação da sua produtividade, ao
registar um aumento de mais de 30%, de carga
manuseada, em relação ao ano passado. 
Ainda no mesmo quadro, estão em curso
obras de construção e expansão dos terminais de
carvão, de ferro, de contentores e, no caso do
Porto de Maputo, também o terminal de
automóveis. Decorre igualmente, em paralelo, a
dragagem do canal que irá permitir a entrada de
navios com capacidade de carga superior a 60 mil
toneladas, o que torna os nossos portos cada vez
mais competitivos na região. 
Estas acções estão a ser combinadas com a
revitalização da cabotagem marítima, com a
aquisição de navios mistos de passageiros e carga
que vão contribuir, de forma significativa, para 
o aumento da mobilidade de pessoas e do
escoamento dos diversos produtos dos centros 
de produção e distribuição para os diferentes
mercados nacionais, regionais e mundiais.
A entrada em funcionamento da Linha de
Sena trouxe um novo dinamismo na actividade
social e económica ao longo do seu trajecto
principal Beira - Moatize e do Ramal
Inhamitanga - Marromeu. Já nas linhas do
Limpopo, de Ressano Garcia e de Goba, após 
a sua reabilitação, foi possível aumentar a
velocidade média dos comboios e o aumento da
sua frequência.
Reforçamos a frota dos transportes públicos
urbanos e das travessias marítimas, que permitiu
o aumento da capacidade total de prestação de
serviço público de transporte, por consequência,
a circulação de pessoas nos meios urbanos, bem
como no transporte inter-provincial, numa acção
que envolve o sector público e privado.
No transporte aéreo, realce vai para a
construção, de raiz, da aerogare do aeródromo 
de Vilankulo, a conclusão da primeira e o início
da segunda fase das obras do Aeroporto
Internacional de Maputo, bem como do arranque
das obras de construção do Aeroporto de Nacala-
Porto. Foram reabilitadas as pistas dos aeroportos
da Beira e de Quelimane e introduzidas novas
tecnologias e sistemas de aproximação das
aeronaves nos aeroportos de Tete, Quelimane,
Beira e Nampula, que contribuem para a melhoria
dos serviços e segurança prestados, bem como
para o aumento do tráfego aéreo doméstico,
regional e internacional.
A partir deste ano, todas as sedes distritais
estão ligadas à rede de telefonia fixa e móvel, o
que resulta num crescimento exponencial do nível
de comunicabilidade do cidadão, mesmo de e
para alguns Postos Administrativos, aumentando,
deste modo, a taxa de teledensidade de acesso ao
serviço universal de comunicações, traduzida no
aumento da cobertura de cerca de 86.000 para
88.000, na rede fixa, e de seis milhões e quinhentos
mil para oito milhões, na rede móvel.
REFORMA  DO  SECTOR  PÚBL ICO  E
CAPAC ITAÇÃO  INST ITUC IONAL
A nossa governação elege a Reforma do Sector
Público como uma componente central na
transformação e consolidação da Administração
Pública, que pretendemos centrada no cidadão e
que prime pelo bem servir e, por conseguinte,
pelo aumento da produtividade no seu sector de
actividade. É no contexto da reforma do sector
público que prosseguimos com acções de
combate aos obstáculos ao nosso
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desenvolvimento, com particular destaque para 
o burocratismo, o espírito de deixa-andar e a
corrupção, incrementando, deste modo, a
produtividade e incutindo maior cultura de
responsabilização dos funcionários e agentes do
Estado pelos seus actos administrativos.
O ano de 2011 constitui um marco
importante na implementação das Reformas do
Sector Público, porquanto, marca o último ano
da implementação da Estratégia Global da
Reforma do Sector Público, onde registamos
impactos significativos, dos quais destacamos: 
• A consolidação dos órgãos centrais,
enquanto órgãos reguladores e fiscalizadores;
• A melhoria no processo de formulação de
políticas públicas;
• O fortalecimento dos órgãos locais e dos
processos de governação, aberta e inclusiva;
• A melhoria significativa da qualidade dos
serviços prestados, com integridade e
transparência, na gestão da coisa pública;
• O fortalecimento dos direitos e deveres dos
funcionários bem como da sua auto-estima; e
• A melhoria do ambiente de negócios para a
atracção de mais investimento, público e
privado, nacional e estrangeiro.
Os resultados alcançados, em particular, no
que respeita à produtividade dos funcionários e
agentes do Estado, no tempo que gastam para
atender às questões colocadas pelos cidadãos,
encorajam-nos a prosseguir com este processo,
com particular realce, para o fortalecimento das
instituições públicas e sua maior profissionalização,
aspectos que também concorrem para o aumento
da produtividade que se traduz no maior
atendimento de casos de cidadãos e maior
transparência dos actos administrativos. Na
verdade, passamos de mais de 58.000 casos
atendidos em 2010, para 78.000, este ano.
A descentralização concorre para o aumento
da produtividade dos cidadãos e das instituições,
particularmente porque, percorrendo poucas
distâncias para a resolução dos seus problemas,
têm mais tempo disponível para se dedicarem a
outras actividades produtivas e, deste modo,
usarem de forma mais eficiente o seu tempo.
Neste quadro, prosseguimos com o reforço da
estrutura administrativa de Posto Administrativo
e de Localidade, com a capacitação e instalação
dos representantes sectoriais com a nomeação dos
seus titulares. A par destas acções, procedemos à
implementação da estrutura administrativa
integrada dos governos distritais. Ainda no
prosseguimento da capacitação institucional dos
governos distritais, procedemos à construção,
reabilitação e apetrechamento das infra-estruturas
públicas para os Órgãos Locais do Estado.
De igual modo, asseguramos a formação dos
membros dos Conselhos Consultivos Locais e
apoiamos no aperfeiçoamento dos seus métodos e
procedimentos de trabalho para que a sua 
recolha de sensibilidades e articulação de propostas
da população cresça em qualidade e as suas
intervenções sejam cada vez mais substantivas e 
o impacto dos recursos resulte numa maior
produtividade nas comunidades. Os Conselhos
Consultivos Locais têm um papel preponderante
a desempenhar na formulação e implementação
dos planos e programas de desenvolvimento dos
Distritos e na operacionalização da Estratégia
Nacional de Desenvolvimento Rural.
Prosseguimos com a alocação dos “7 milhões”
no meio rural, recursos que enriquecem a boa
governação, particularmente o combate à
corrupção e a promoção do desempenho dos
governos locais. Do ponto de vista social e
económico, contribuem para o aumento da auto-
estima e da melhoria da qualidade de vida do
cidadão, bem como para uma maior produtividade
da mão-de-obra local e interligação destas
comunidades com os mercados nacionais. Numa
palavra: com os “7 milhões”, a vida no campo e
nos centros urbanos nunca será como dantes. Vai
continuar a mudar e a vida dos nossos compatriotas
também vai continuar a mudar para o melhor! 
ADMIN ISTRAÇÃO  DA  JUST IÇA  E
SEGURANÇA  NAC IONAL
Continuamos a prestar particular atenção ao
sistema da administração da justiça como um
pilar fundamental do Estado de Direito
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Democrático, orientados pela nossa visão de “um
sistema de administração de justiça célere e ao serviço
do cidadão”.
No domínio da Reforma Legal, foram criadas
condições com vista a impulsionar o
funcionamento do sector da justiça, com:
• A entrada em funcionamento dos Tribunais
Administrativos de primeira instância, nas
provinciais de Nampula, Zambézia e Sofala;
• A entrada em funcionamento dos Tribunais
Superiores de Recurso, nas províncias de
Nampula, Sofala e Cidade de Maputo;
• A expansão dos serviços de assistência e
patrocínio jurídico para mais 14 Distritos,
cobrindo actualmente 114 distritos;
• O alargamento da rede do registo civil,
potenciando um maior e melhor
atendimento dos cidadãos nos actos de
registo de cidadania; e
• A construção do Palácio de Justiça de Tete,
que congrega todos os serviços da
administração da justiça, passando os
processos a serem tratados no mesmo
edifício, o que cria condições para uma
maior celeridade e produtividade. 
O sistema prisional, que tem como uma das
vertentes a humanização e o respeito pela
dignidade humana, prosseguiu com a abordagem
do desafio estratégico de transformação dos
centros prisionais abertos em unidades de
produção, tendo em vista a ressocialização e
reintegração dos reclusos e a sustentabilidade 
dos próprios centros prisionais. Nestes centros
promove-se a produtividade. Nestes centros
ensinam-se habilidades para a vida!
Continuamos empenhados na modernização e
expansão dos serviços no sector da justiça de modo
a assegurar o gozo e o exercício dos direitos e
liberdades do cidadão e a proporcionar maior
segurança jurídica ao ambiente de negócio na
nossa Pátria Amada.
As Forças de Defesa e Segurança assumiram
um papel de destaque no reforço da Unidade
Nacional, na promoção dos valores nobres que
nos definem como um Povo especial e na garantia
da independência nacional, na preservação da
soberania e da integridade territorial, bem como da
ordem, segurança e tranquilidade públicas. Deste
modo, asseguraram a paz de espírito ao cidadão,
o que lhe colocou em melhores condições para se
concentrar na nossa Agenda Nacional de Luta
contra a Pobreza, na qual, a produtividade e a
cultura de trabalho ocupam lugar de destaque.
Ainda em resposta a este desafio, prosseguimos
com acções de formação multifacetada, elevando
continuamente o nível técnico e científico das
Forças de Defesa e Segurança e assegurando a
sua preparação e prontidão combativa.
Registamos, com orgulho, a adesão voluntária
de mais jovens ao Serviço Militar. Saudamos estes
nossos compatriotas por revelarem um alto
sentido patriótico, de auto-estima e de serem
exemplo no cumprimento do seu dever cívico.
Entram assim em contacto com uma escola de
valores nobres, de educação cívica, de Unidade
Nacional e de cidadania e contribuem para uma
maior produtividade das nossas unidades
militares, dos docentes e dos instrutores.
Felicitamos as Forças de Defesa e Segurança
pelo aumento da produtividade nas suas 
unidades e no cumprimento das suas missões
constitucionalmente consagradas.
RELAÇÕES  EXTERNAS
No âmbito da nossa política externa, continuamos
com realizações tendentes a reforçar as nossas
relações de amizade e cooperação com todos os
povos, Estados e organizações internacionais.
Neste quadro, realizamos visitas ao estrangeiro e
acolhemos, no nosso solo pátrio, Chefes de Estado
e de Governo e outras personalidades. Ainda, no
contexto da nossa política externa, assinamos
vários acordos de amizade e cooperação sendo de
destacar, os acordos de delimitação da fronteira
marítima entre Moçambique e Comores e entre
Moçambique e Tanzânia. Assinamos igualmente,
o acordo sobre o estabelecimento do ponto
tripartido da fronteira marítima entre
Moçambique, Tanzânia e Comores e celebramos
o marco final da reafirmação da fronteira
terrestre entre Moçambique e Zambia.
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Demos, ao longo do ano, a nossa contribuição
na dinamização e consolidação da Agenda de
Integração Regional da SADC que preconiza a paz,
a democracia, a segurança e o desenvolvimento.
Neste contexto, saudamos os avanços que se
registam no Lesotho, Madagáscar e Zimbabwe.
Continuamos a encorajar as partes a apostarem
no diálogo como mecanismo para o
aprofundamento da confiança mútua e para
partilharem os desafios que as suas nações 
lhes colocam.
Temos estado igualmente empenhados, 
em consonância com a União Africana e as
Nações Unidas, no apoio às iniciativas para o
estabelecimento da paz e estabilidade em outros
países do continente, com realce para a região do
Norte de África.
Endereçamos os nossos agradecimentos aos
nossos parceiros de desenvolvimento pelo apoio
multiforme que nos concederam ao longo de
2011. Contamos com o seu apoio e encorajamento
em 2012 para continuarmos a implementar, com
sucesso, a nossa Agenda Nacional de Luta contra
a Pobreza.
Moçambique continuou assim a aumentar o seu
prestígio no concerto das nações e a demonstrar a
sua pujança como um actor de peso na agenda
internacional, atraindo mais investimentos que
impulsionam a produtividade em todos os sectores
de actividade. É neste quadro, que em 2012,
vamos acolher e assumir a presidência da SADC
e da CPLP. 
AVAL IAÇÃO  DO  ESTADO  DA  NAÇÃO  
A abordagem que fizemos permite-nos concluir
que o aumento da produtividade como estratégia
de luta contra a pobreza impulsiona uma maior
competitividade nos diferentes sectores sócio-
económicos. Permite-nos concluir ainda que a
produtividade está a impulsionar a criação da
riqueza, enraizando-se em todos e em cada um de
nós porque, como Nação, continuamos a centrar
as nossas atenções: 
• Na consolidação da Unidade Nacional, da
auto-estima e da Paz;
• No reforço da democracia multipartidária,
do diálogo, da inclusão e da harmonia social; 
• Na observância dos preceitos do Estado de
Direito Democrático;
• Na garantia da estabilidade
macroeconómica; e
• Na consolidação e diversificação das
relações de amizade, solidariedade e
cooperação com outros Povos e Estados.
Este quadro, Digníssimos Deputados, minhas
senhoras e meus senhores, revela-nos que
Moçambique continua a crescer! Moçambique é
uma Nação construindo o seu progresso e bem-
estar, com a participação de todos nós!
OS  DESAF IOS  DO  FUTURO
O ano 2012 impõe-nos desafios que derivam da
implementação do Plano Económico e Social,
num ambiente internacional onde as crises ainda
não se dissiparam. Exortamos e encorajamos a
todos os nossos compatriotas a prosseguirem com
as acções tendentes a dar respostas concertadas
aos desafios que nos são colocados pela
produtividade em todos os sectores de actividade,
para acelerarmos o passo na luta contra a pobreza.
Reafirmamos a nossa confiança de continuar a
contar com o apoio e encorajamento dos nossos
parceiros de desenvolvimento nesta caminhada. 
MENSAGEM PARA  A  QUADRA
FEST IVA
Antes de terminar, gostaríamos de desejar, aos
Digníssimos Deputados um bom regresso para
junto das vossas estimadas famílias e comunidades.
Na entrada da quadra festiva desejamos Boas
Festas e um Novo Ano de 2012 repleto de saúde,
paz e amor, êxito e prosperidade pessoal, familiar
e profissional. Estes são votos que endereçamos a
todos e a cada um de vós, Senhores Deputados, e
às vossas estimadas famílias bem como, e de forma
especial, a todos os moçambicanos, do Rovuma
ao Maputo, do Índico ao Zumbo e no exterior.
Muito obrigado pela vossa atenção.
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State of the Nation Address by His
Excellency Hifikepunye Pohamba,
President of the Republic of Namibia
Windhoek, Namibia
April 27, 2011
Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly;
Honourable Chairperson of the National Council;
Honourable Deputy Speaker of the National
Assembly and Deputy Chairperson of the
National Council; 
Your Excellency, Founding President and Father
of the Nation, Dr. Sam Nujoma; 
Right Honourable Prime Minister, Comrade
Nahas Angula; 
Honourable Deputy Prime Minister Comrade
Marco Hausiku; 
Distinguished First Prime Minister Dr. Hage
Geingob; 
Distinguished Former Deputy Prime Minister
Dr. Libertine Amathila; 
Your Honour, Chief Justice Peter Shivute, 
Honourable Members of Parliament; 
Esteemed Members of the Judiciary; 
Esteemed Service Chiefs; 
Distinguished Regional Governors and 
Chairpersons of Regional Councils; 
Your Excellencies, Members of the Diplomatic
Corps; 
Members of the Media; 
Fellow Namibians:
Good afternoon. 
I have come to this august House to account
to the nation on the activities of our Government
over the past twelve months and to share our plans
and goals in the new financial year and beyond. 
In their wisdom, the framers of the Namibian
Constitution provided for the State of the Nation
Address as a mechanism to promote accountability
and good governance. This is one of the traditions
that define our character as a nation and demon-
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strate our desire to build a better society for all
our people. 
Our forebearers, the heroes and heroines of
our revolution, sacrificed their lives and made 
it possible for our people in all corners of the
country to enjoy peace and security, and for our
Government to pursue national development pri-
orities in an atmosphere of peace and stability. 
This year, we commemorated our nation’s
twenty-first anniversary of independence. This
historic milestone should inspire all of us to con-
tinue marching together and to jointly confront
the challenges of poverty, unemployment, and
underdevelopment. 
In this regard, our Government is focused on
improving service delivery to our people at all
levels, especially to those in rural, informal settle-
ments, and peri-urban areas.
I trust that all Namibians will draw inspiration
from this auspicious occasion and rededicate
themselves to making Namibia a better place for
all citizens. It is in this spirit that I have come
here today to deliver the State of the Nation
Address for 2011. 
Fellow Namibians, 
The year 2010 was, broadly speaking, a period
of recovery, both at the global level and on the
domestic front. Despite the global recession, the
Namibian economy grew by an estimated 4.8
percent in 2010. 
The outlook during the Medium-Term
Expenditure Framework (MTEF) period is
favourable, with a projected average growth of
5.3 percent.
I would now like to highlight some of the
notable achievements made by our South West
Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) Party
Government during the past financial year. 
These include the holding of free and fair
regional and local elections; the appointment of
new regional governors to focus on the imple-
mentation of Government policies in the regions;
provision of additional funding to Green Scheme
projects; steps taken to address the shortage of
textbooks in our schools; building of new class-
rooms; re-skilling of teachers and school admin-
istrators; the inauguration of the Namibia
Institute of Public Administration and
Management (NIPAM); steps taken to resolve the
problems at the Government Institutions Pension
Fund (GIPF); the hosting of the Employment
Creation Summit; and the holding of the
Agricultural Investment Summit, to name a few.
Public services in various areas were also expanded.
In addition, the West Coast Cable System
landed at Swakopmund in November last year.
We now expect to have access to faster and
cheaper broadband connections to the digital
super highway for Namibia’s education institu-
tions, health facilities, private homes, businesses,
and other public institutions.
Similarly, our Government continued with the
implementation of projects to expand the provi-
sion of better public health care services. Several
health facilities and the infrastructure have been
renovated and upgraded, while new clinics and
health centres were built. Steps were also taken
to address the problem of aging infrastructure at
our main hospitals around the country. This is
part of our commitment to address shortcomings
that can compromise the delivery of quality
health care or endanger the lives of our people. 
The expansion of our physical and communi-
cations infrastructure continued apace, with the
construction of tarred and gravel roads around
the country. 
I had the pleasure of inaugurating several road
projects that were completed and witnessing the
commencement of the construction of new ones. 
When I visited the construction sites, I was
impressed to witness, firsthand, the industrious-
ness of our people who are working on these
projects. I was also pleasantly impressed to note
that women formed part of the labour on the
construction teams. Do join me in commending
and thanking these hard-working Namibians for
their dedication and contribution to the building
and development of our country. 
Fellow Namibians,
Our country was once again affected by devas-
tating floods in the northern and northeastern
parts of the country. The floods have claimed the
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lives of many people, both young and old.
Thousands more have been displaced. I take this
opportunity, on behalf of the Government, and
indeed on my behalf, to extend our condolences
to the families of our fellow countrymen and
women who lost their lives due to drowning 
and snakebites. 
The floods have also caused widespread
destruction to crop fields, homesteads, roads, and
other facilities, while destroying grazing areas
and placing livestock in the danger of starvation.
Several public facilities, including health centres,
schools, and Government offices became inacces-
sible. Some remain closed. Given the gravity of
the flood situation, I declared an Emergency
Situation in the affected areas on March 29 this
year. The Government has provided an initial
amount of N$30 million to assist the affected
communities and to deal with other effects of 
the floods.
As floodwaters subside, relevant Government
institutions and state-owned enterprises must act
quickly and work together to rehabilitate damaged
infrastructure and thereby assist the affected 
citizens in rebuilding their lives. 
We are mindful that in the aftermath of the
floods and the extensive damage that it has
caused, more resources will be needed for reha-
bilitation and assistance to affected individuals
and communities so they can rebuild their lives. 
I wish to take this opportunity to pay tribute to
the generosity and patriotism of many Namibians
who took it upon themselves to assist their fellow
citizens during this difficult time. 
They acted in a commendable manner by
opening the doors of their homes to school 
children, teachers, and fellow citizens who had
nowhere to go because of the flood disaster. In
addition, many others provided not only shelter,
but also food to those who were in need. This
spirit of selflessness has made it possible for
learners and teachers to continue attending school.
In the same vein, I would like to express my
appreciation to the members of the Emergency
Management Teams at regional and national 
levels. I also commend the Namibian Police, 
the Namibian Defence Force, and other public
institutions for providing relief, rescuing those
stranded, and relocating those affected or threat-
ened by floods.
On behalf of the nation, I also thank individu-
als, businesses, and our development cooperation
partners, from the region and around the world,
for their contributions to help our Government
and people to cope with this disaster. I appeal to
those who have not yet done so to show compas-
sion and contribute to the flood relief efforts. 
As a caring Government, we will do our best to
ensure that no life is lost due to food shortages
caused by the floods. 
Fellow Namibians, 
Our country faces many socioeconomic chal-
lenges that must be addressed urgently. These
include unemployment, poverty, socioeconomic
inequalities, labour skills shortages, and a narrow
industrial base. Public expenditure through the
national budget over the 2011/2012 to 2013/2014
Midterm Expenditure Frame work (MTEF) 
period, will focus specifically at addressing 
these challenges. 
A substantial part of the budget will be imple-
mented under the Targeted Intervention
Programme for Employment and Economic
Growth (TIPEEG), at a cost of N$9.1 billion. 
If public works are included, the total allocation
increases to N$14.6 billion. Our aim is to facilitate
the creation and preservation of 104,000 direct
and indirect jobs. The targeted priority sectors
that were identified for their potential to create
jobs are agriculture, tourism, transport infrastruc-
ture, housing, and sanitation. Other sectors will
also continue to receive attention. 
In order to succeed, we must be prepared to
think outside the box and do things differently.
Therefore, the implementation of Targeted
Investment Programme for Employment and
Economic Growth (TIPEEG) requires a fresh
mindset focused on the attainment of quantifiable
results. In short, TIPEEG is a deliberate strategy
to achieve the stated goals within the estimated
time and the resources provided. 
We must ensure that targeted beneficiaries of
this programme, such as unemployed citizens and
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women, receive the intended benefits. I would
now like to highlight some of the specific projects
that will be funded under TIPEEG.
I will start with: 
Agr i cu l t u r e :
In the agricultural sector, funding is geared
towards the development of horticultural projects,
improved crop production, livestock farming,
improvement of animal health, and the expansion
of rural water supply. 
Funds will also be made available for the
acquisition of equipment as well as the moderni-
sation and expansion of agricultural projects such
as Sitemo, Shadikongoro, Etunda, Uvungu-Vungu,
and the Kalimbeza Rice Project, in the Kavango,
Omusati, and Caprivi regions. An amount of
N$768.2 million is allocated for these activities
during the MTEF period. 
The management of National Strategic Food
Reserves will be improved through the expansion
and maintenance of these facilities in different
parts of the country. Training will be provided 
to small-scale irrigation farmers to diversify food
production. This is aimed at promoting food
security and self-employment for our people.
Funds have also been allocated to establish
marketing and food-processing facilities in
Windhoek, Rundu, and Ongwediva. 
Transpo r t  I n f r a s t r uc t u re :
The transport budget will primarily be allocated
towards infrastructure maintenance and expansion.
Projects to be financed include the construction
of roads and completion of the Northern Railway
Extension Project from Ondangwa to Oshikango.
This priority project must be completed soonest
in order to further boost trade between Namibia
and Angola, and to reduce the amount of cargo
transported on our roads. An amount of N$286.1
million is allocated to this project during this 
fiscal year, while the total for MTEF is N$380.6
million. 
Tou r i sm :
In the area of community-based tourism, Namibia
is one of the leading countries in Africa. To date,
sixty-four conservancies have been gazetted, 
supporting about 260,000, or 13 percent of the
population. These projects have, therefore, made
it possible for many communities to benefit from
the natural resources and to improve their 
living conditions.
The activities funded under TIPEEG in the
tourism sector include infrastructure development,
tourism marketing, development of community-
based tourism projects, and the construction 
and renovation of facilities at Namibia Wildlife
Resorts. The total allocation to the tourism sector
under TIPEEG is N$370.2 million. 
Hous i ng  and  San i t a t i on :
All our citizens, especially those who live in
informal settlements and peri-urban areas, deserve
decent housing and sanitation. Our Government
will, therefore, provide resources to address poor
sanitation in both informal settlements and 
rural areas. 
Activities in this sector will focus on the serv-
icing of land, construction of urban and rural
sanitation facilities, and construction of low-cost
housing. Urban sanitation will receive an amount
of N$496.2 million this financial year. The total
allocation for this sector over the MTEF period
is N$1.6 billion. 
Fellow Namibians,
As I have already pointed out, the total cost 
of TIPEEG over the MTEF period amounts to
N$9.1 billion. This amount increases to N$14.6
billion if the allocation for public works is also
taken into account. Our aim is to target specific
challenges in a systematic way because we want
to see results. 
The onus is now on all Government officials
who are tasked with the responsibility of imple-
mentation to ensure that these resources are
utilised for their intended purposes and within
the time frames provided. 
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I wish to further point out that TIPEEG will
be incorporated within National Development
Plan (NDP) 4. It is, therefore, not a replacement
of our existing planning process, which is based
on the National Development Plans, with a 
duration of five years. In order to ensure full
implementation of this programme, a TIPEEG
Implementation Committee, under the coordina-
tion of the National Planning Commission, has
been established. 
Fellow Namibians, 
In addition to the allocations for the selected
sectors under TIPEEG, I wish to highlight sup-
port to the following sectors: 
Educa t i on :
Education is the most important long-term
investment that we can make as a country. That
is why our Government continues to devote the
largest share of the national budget to this sector. 
We will continue to improve the provision of
education at all levels, through the provision of
textbooks, the construction and renovation of
classrooms, and the training of more teachers.
Additional funds are also provided to expand the
number of bursaries through the National
Student Financial Assistance Fund
The aim is to expand access to tertiary educa-
tion in order to equip our youth with the neces-
sary knowledge and skills. Similarly, more funding
is directed to the training of teachers to cater 
to the increasing size of the country’s school-
going population. 
Hea l t h :
The health of our people is of paramount impor-
tance. Our Government therefore has allocated
funds for the building and renovation of health
facilities, acquisition of medicines, and support 
of the Namibian Institute of Pathology. During
the past year, our Government also funded the
construction of health centres and clinics across
the country. 
The provision of antiretroviral (ARV) treat-
ment was expanded to all health centres and 
clinics, while concerted steps were taken to
reduce the mother-to-child transmission of HIV.
This included a campaign to encourage more
men to become involved in these efforts. My 
dear wife is the patron of the programme, and I
hope that the nation will render her the necessary
support in spreading this important message. 
Ru ra l  Deve l opmen t :
Our Government has increased the allocation 
of financial resources for rural development. 
The aim is to improve the living conditions of
our people, stimulate rural economies, improve
sanitation, and expand rural electrification and
rural water supply, as well as modernise rural
transport infrastructure. Furthermore, the central
Government has strengthened support to regional
councils to foster efficient management at
regional level. 
Law  and  O rde r :
Namibia is governed on the basis of the rule 
of law and democracy. In this context, ordinary
citizens must be afforded the space to conduct
their daily lives without interference, fear, or
intimidation from criminals. In recent weeks and
months, crimes such as rape, violence against
women and children, murder, robbery, and theft
have been reported in different parts of the coun-
try. This is disturbing. 
Those who commit such offences spread fear
in the community and undermine our efforts to
build a peaceful society. Our women and children
have the right to conduct their daily activities
without fear of being attacked or violated by
ruthless criminals. 
Against this background, I call upon all our
law enforcement agencies to leave no stone
unturned in tracking down and apprehending 
the perpetrators of crime so that they can face
the full force of the law. Our SWAPO Party
Government will not relent in its determination
to combat crime. We will, therefore, build addi-
tional police stations and provide the police 
force with the necessary means to succeed in
their mission. 
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We will also continue to ensure that the terri-
torial integrity of our country is protected by a
well-trained and disciplined Defence Force. In
this regard, funds have been allocated to cater 
to the welfare of our soldiers, the renovation of
military bases, and other activities. 
Wel f a re  Imp rovemen t s :  
Our Government will continue to address the
socioeconomic needs of our people, especially
orphans and vulnerable children, senior citizens,
citizens with disabilities, and veterans of the lib-
eration struggle. Substantial funding in the MTEF
is allocated for welfare grants to vulnerable
groups and our veterans. In order to promote
social inclusion, Government has implemented
various projects aimed at integrating previously
disadvantaged communities, such as the San,
Ovatue, and other groups, into social and 
economic activities. 
We will also continue to address the issue of
equitable land redistribution with a view to
addressing the question of land hunger. Assis-
tance programmes are being introduced aimed at
making resettlement farms productive and there-
by contributing to food security and employment.
The mineral resources of our country are
nonrenewable. Against this background, legislation
will be introduced to ensure that strategic miner-
als are exploited with the participation of the
public sector. It is for this reason that Epangelo
Mining Company was established as a vehicle for
public ownership in the mining sector. I appeal 
to the Honourable Members of Parliament to
speedily pass the envisaged legislation, once it is
tabled later this year. 
Our Government remains committed to the
conservation of our natural environment and our
natural resources. We will continue to strengthen
the conservation of our marine environment, 
particularly our fisheries sector. 
We will continue to support aquaculture and
fish farming projects in rural areas. This will help
communities to improve their nutrition and also
to generate income. 
Our Government places a high premium on
sound labour relations in our country. We will
continue to promote the spirit of consultations
among the Government, employers, and the
labour fraternity. 
The new Labour Act provides for faster and
more affordable resolution of labour disputes
through arbitration and conciliation. I call upon
all stakeholders to make use of this mechanism
for the sake of harmonious labour relations in
our country. 
Fellow Namibians, 
Deliberate steps are being taken to increase
the participation of more Namibians in the local
economy. One of the initiatives towards this end
involves the review of the Public Procurement
System through the amendment of the current
legislation. The proposed amendments that will
be tabled soon will address such issues as reserva-
tion of certain public tenders for targeted benefi-
ciaries, including youth, women, and SMEs; and
the provision for the Tender Board to delegate
some of its powers to the regional councils. A
Review Panel will also be established to consider
complaints from aggrieved parties in the tender-
ing process. 
Another initiative is the bridging facility that
was established by the Development Bank of
Namibia (DBN). The facility enables an SME
contractor who is awarded a public tender to
cede a portion of his or her income to serve as
collateral in exchange for financial support by the
DBN. Furthermore, work has started to establish
an SME Bank. It will provide capital to entrepre-
neurs in the SME sector.
An initiative has been introduced to develop
an all-encompassing Industrial Policy for
Namibia. This policy is designed to promote
cooperation and coordination among different
economic actors and to minimize bureaucratic
inefficiencies. Our Government is also in the
process of reviewing the current Foreign
Investment Act, so as to create opportunities 
for the participation of Namibians in foreign
investment ventures. 
We must continue to work hard in order to
improve Namibia’s competitiveness at both
regional and global levels, as this will contribute
to the country’s ability to attract foreign direct
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investments, which are vital for economic growth,
as well as for the creation of employment and
wealth in the country. 
Fellow Namibians, 
It is important to ensure that the civil service,
which is the engine behind the implementation
of Government policies and delivery of public
services, is well-oiled and that it operates opti-
mally at all times. 
Against this background, our Government
continues to implement Public Service Reforms
in order to improve service delivery. These
include the Performance Management System,
Business Processes Re-engineering, and Public
Service Charters, which we plan to implement at
all levels of offices, ministries, agencies, and
regional councils. 
Presently, several projects are also being
implemented as part of the E-Government Policy
for the Namibian Public Service. The main 
focus is on improving the delivery of appropriate,
useful, and relevant information and services to
our citizens. For the civil service to be effective,
efficient, and accountable, it is important that it
is unified in terms of knowledge, orientation,
work ethic, and core values.
I am pleased to report that measures were
introduced by the Ministry of Home Affairs and
Immigration to issue birth and death certificates
at hospitals, regional council offices, and other
places by medical personnel, regional councilors,
and Traditional Authorities. 
In March this year, I inaugurated the 
Namibia Institute of Public Administration and
Management. NIPAM was established to trans-
form the Public Service through focused training
in order to improve management and staff and
provide organizational development support and
capacity-building. 
As Namibians, we must build and maintain a
civil service that is ethical, efficient, prudent in
the utilization of resources, and responsive to the
needs of the public. Our commitment to effec-
tiveness, efficiency, and transparency must be
total. It should be based on the shared belief that
public servants have a duty to act with dedication
at all times. There should be no lip service or
half-hearted approach to public service delivery. 
Fellow Namibians, 
Namibia is part and parcel of the international
community of nations. On a daily basis, our
country interacts with other states and interna-
tional organisations as we promote our national
interests. In these actions, Government represen-
tatives should always be guided by our foreign
policy, which is anchored on the principle of
resolving international disputes by peaceful means. 
Against this background, Namibia will pursue
its foreign policy by encouraging consensus
through multilateralism. We will continue to play
our role at such forums as the United Nations,
African Union, Commonwealth, SADC, and the
Southern African Customs Union (SACU). We
have made our voice heard on conflict situations
on our continent and elsewhere in the world,
including the unrest in North Africa. We will
continue to call for restraint and the cessation of
bombardments of civilian populations by both
parties to the conflicts. 
In August last year, Namibia assumed the
chairmanship of our regional organisation,
SADC. Our country has, therefore, been provid-
ing leadership and policy direction to SADC and
its institutions since then. Next month Namibia
will host an Extra-ordinary SADC Summit here
in Windhoek. As SADC chairperson, I have been
invited to co–chair the upcoming tripartite sum-
mit, involving COMESA, the East African
Community, and SADC. This meeting will take
place in June this year in South Africa. 
In April last year, SACU Heads of State and
Government adopted a new vision for the
Customs Union. Work has commenced to realise
this vision, with the focus on the development of
a regional industrial policy, review of the revenue
sharing arrangement, and ensuring unified engage-
ment in trade negotiations with third parties. 
SACU has also agreed to present a coordinated
position in dealing with the envisaged Tripartite
Free Trade Agreement, involving COMESA,
SADC, and the East African Community. 
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Fellow Namibians,
Peace, stability, national unity, security, and
national reconciliation are the important building
blocks for the development of our nation. I take
this opportunity to thank the nation for uphold-
ing these values over the past twenty-one years. 
Our Government will continue to address the
plight of our youth, women, peasants, workers,
senior citizens, veterans of the liberation struggle,
orphans, vulnerable children, and our citizens who
are affected by HIV/AIDS and other diseases.
We will continue to provide quality education
and health services to our nation.
We must continue to be firm in our resolve 
to develop our country, especially the rural areas,
by improving agricultural extension services, pro-
vision of potable water, construction of feeder
roads, rural electrification, and by building
schools, hospitals, health centres, clinics, commu-
nication infrastructure, and other services. 
We must continue to work hard to improve
our country’s regional and international standing
in the areas of human welfare, good governance,
and economic management. We must continue 
to address the challenges facing our nation such
as poverty, hunger, unemployment, and disease.
We must reject the vices of tribalism, regionalism,
nepotism, ethnocentrism, sexism, racism, and
corruption. 
Today, I have outlined specific projects that
have been funded and will be implemented during
this financial year and over the next three years
of TIPEEG. For this programme to succeed, all
Namibians must join hands and pull together in
the same direction. I see TIPEEG as a challenge
to the nation, the Government, the private sector,
the labour movement, the farmers, and indeed,
all sectors of our society, to work harder in order
to roll back poverty, unemployment, and under-
development. 
I invite each and every Namibian to do their
work in order to make TIPEEG a success. Let us
roll up our sleeves and get down to work, in an
atmosphere of peace, security, stability, and
national unity, while promoting the Policy of
National Reconciliation. 
Long live the Republic of Namibia!
I thank you.
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Address by His Excellency
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, President of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, on the
Occasion of the Fifty-first Independent 
Anniversary Celebrations
National Independence Day
Abuja, Nigeria
October 1, 2011
Fellow Compatriots,
On this day fifty-one years ago, the British
Union Jack was lowered and replaced by our
national Green-White-Green flag, heralding 
the independence of our nation. October 1
remains a special day for us, for Africa, and
indeed the world.
As we celebrate today, we remember with
pride the nationalism and patriotism that inspired
our founding fathers and the Nigerian people.
They set aside their differences to secure the
unity and independence of our great country.
That is the Nigerian spirit! The Nigerian
spirit cannot be broken. We are a resilient nation,
determined to chart a course through the turbu-
lent waters of nation-building. The Nigerian
spirit is vibrant today in the world.
Our citizens, at home and abroad, are making
their mark in all fields of human endeavour. These
hard-working and committed Nigerians remain a
source of pride to us and a beacon of what is
achievable if we remain focused and determined.
I know that a great number of you are joining
hands with the Administration and me in the
great task ahead.
I value all Nigerians. I see our youth who are
looking for jobs and yet remain hopeful. I see the
farmer and the fisherman, toiling every day to
earn a living. I see the teacher, working hard to
train our future generations, with much sacrifice.
I see the market women whose entrepreneurial
spirit helps to generate income for their children
and families. I see our sportsmen and women
training hard to bring glory to our nation. I see
our resilience and commitment, as a nation, to
defend our democracy and secure our future.
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I see every single profession and vocation
making positive contributions to national
progress. I value you all! Together we shall 
work for a Nigeria in which democracy and the
rule of law are sacrosanct. A country where cor-
ruption and its attendant vices are banished. 
A country where human life is sacred and
respected, and where the rights of the individual
are protected.
Nigeria is a young entity in the community of
nations, and yet in her fifty-one years, she has
made significant strides in making her presence
felt all over the world. Our diplomatic and peace-
keeping efforts in various parts of the continent
have helped to end conflict and avert crises. In
sustaining global security, our intervention has
been crucial to peace, progress, and democracy
for the citizens of the affected countries.
The journey to nationhood always has its own
challenges. Nigeria has had her own share. Our
growing pains as a nation have included the civil
war, the June 12 election crisis, and restlessness
in the Niger Delta. But Nigeria has always over-
come each of these challenges. We overcame
before. We will overcome yet again.
Today, as a nation, there is much for us to cel-
ebrate. We celebrate our diversity. We celebrate
our entrepreneurial spirit.
We celebrate our resilience and ability to turn
adversity into hope. We celebrate our culture. The
labours of our heroes past shall never be in vain. 
As your President, let me reassure all
Nigerians that I remain resolutely committed to
the ideals and dreams of our founding fathers.
Let me also reassure Nigerians that I will strong-
ly defend the peace and stability of our nation.
My administration will spare no effort in fighting
crime, building peace, and securing our home-
land against internal threats and infiltration by
violent groups from outside our borders. We
condemn all acts of violence and declare that
such acts of mindless savagery shall not be
allowed to define our country. We will not be
deterred. Our resolve is strong.
I have put in place a new and reinvigorated
national security strategy to combat the threat to
our safety. Yet, no matter what I do as your
President, and no matter what we do as your
elected leaders, at all levels, the peace and security
of our nation rests also on our collective efforts
as citizens in our various communities. All leaders
and citizens, in every community, must therefore
make peace the number one priority of their
daily routine. This is because without peace, no
community can realize its objectives or assure
happy and productive lives for its members.
The current incidents of violence and terror
in parts of the country will surely be overcome.
We will secure the safety of our citizens, for only
when we do this will we be able to build the
needed peace and tranquility in all parts of the
federation. Securing our peace and stability will
ensure economic growth and prosperity for all.
Since I assumed office, as the President of our
great country, I have continued to focus my
attention on the economy. I have taken several
measures to address structural weaknesses that
stand between us and economic growth and 
prosperity for all.
We are growing our economy to generate
employment opportunities for our teeming youth
and enhanced prosperity for every citizen. This
remains the main focus of my administration. In
a few days’ time, I shall launch an innovative
competition for our young entrepreneurs to
come up with ways to expand their businesses,
create more jobs, and sharpen their business skills.
Now, it is very clear that without fundamental
reforms in the key sectors of our economy, we
will not be able to fully unlock our potential as 
a nation. We must manage our resources more
prudently and efficiently. We must provide 
stable electricity to our citizens to help drive 
economic activity.
I call on our political leaders to put aside 
partisan politics and take united action towards
the advancement of our nation. We must build
together.
Because of the measures we have taken on the
economy, our GDP is today one of the fastest-
growing in Africa. We are currently growing the
economy at 7.8 percent. We expect to sustain an
8 percent growth rate and a better GDP in the
medium-term on our journey towards realizing
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our Vision 20:2020 goal. We shall strive to make
this growth job-creating and inclusive.
Growth in agriculture and other non-oil sec-
tors are crucial to help diversify the economy and
to generate much needed jobs. Agriculture remains
one of the highest priorities in my Government’s
Agenda for National Transformation. We have
set out clear transformation action plans for agri-
culture and policy measures to achieve self-suffi-
ciency in the production of rice, cassava, maize,
sorghum, and other staple foods.
Self-sufficiency in rice alone will save us the
356 billion Naira, which we currently spend
annually importing rice. We will revamp the way
we distribute fertilizers, taking government out
of the distribution chain.
We plan to reach 20 million farmers with 
fertilizers distributed by the private sector over
the next four years. We will improve the invest-
ment environment and incentives for the private
sector across the agricultural value chains. Our
agricultural transformation plan will generate 3.5
million jobs and an additional 20 million metric
tons of food.
But we must all show pride in our farmers.
We should eat what we produce. The increasing
popularity of local products, such as Ofada Rice,
Badegi Rice, and Abakaliki Rice attests to the fact
that the populace will readily embrace locally-
grown produce.
We must also take pride in our scientists. This
week Nigeria released eight new high-yielding
varieties of cocoa. This will help to transform
cocoa production across the fourteen cocoa-pro-
ducing states in the nation.
We have put in place implementable pro-
grammes to transform our Nation from an
importer of petroleum products to the regional
hub for exportation of value-added petroleum
and petrochemical products. We are revamping
existing refineries and building three new ones.
We are effectively supporting the private sec-
tor-led construction of world-scale petrochemical
and fertilizer plants. This will for the first time in
our history result in effective monetization of our
abundant natural gas resources, while at the same
time creating more than a million jobs.
Our potential is huge. We have the requisite
market volume. We have a youthful, energetic,
and hard-working population.
The structural and managerial bottlenecks
that have obstructed our economic growth are
being addressed to unleash the energy and poten-
tial of this nation. To achieve this, I am deter-
mined to ensure that Nigerians have reliable
electricity. Our economy will grow faster, and our
hard-working small businesses will thrive when
we finally fix the power challenges we face. We
are fast-tracking power reforms to improve the
generation and distribution of electricity.
Already, we are beginning to do things differ-
ently. I believe that integrity, honour, patriotism,
selfless service, and fear of God must be the hall-
marks of leadership at all levels.
A nation is sustained by its institutions and
systems. I have taken strong measures to improve
on governance. It is in this regard that I signed
into law the Freedom of Information Act. I will
further strengthen all institutions to ensure
greater transparency, probity, and accountability
at all levels.
Last year, I promised to restore confidence in
our electoral system and pledged to deliver free
and fair elections. To achieve that, we initiated
some electoral reforms and strengthened the
Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) and other related agencies.
As a result, our April 2011 general elections
were adjudged by Nigerians and the international
community as the most transparent and credible
elections ever conducted in our country. Indeed,
post-election petitions were reduced by more
than 50 percent.
Let me assure all Nigerians of my resolve to
lead our nation into a safer, more peaceful, and
prosperous future for our children.
For the time has come to rise above ethnic
and religious divisions. The time has come to
unite against violence, in all its ramifications.
The time has come to secure our peace and to
unite against suffering and deprivation.
I see a new Nigeria rising. A Nigeria that is
economically strong. A Nigeria that takes its
rightful place of leadership in the world. A
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Nigeria that uses its diversity to reinforce its
strength. A Nigeria we all can be proud of.
This is the Nigeria we need and this is the
Nigeria we all must build.
As we celebrate today, let us resolve to build
the Nigeria of our future.
I thank you.
God bless you all. And God bless the Federal
Republic of Nigeria.
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Message to the Nation by His 
Excellency Abdoulaye Wade,
President of the Republic of Senegal,
for the Celebration of the Fifty-first
Anniversary of Independence
April 3, 2011
My Dear Compatriots,
Tomorrow, April 4, 2011, we celebrate the fifty-
first anniversary of the accession of our country
to international sovereignty. 
I am pleased to send to each one of you my
warm congratulations.
Commemorating our rediscovered freedom 
is first to recall from our collective memory the
indelible memory of our celebrated or anony-
mous heroes, who, at the price of their freedom
and their lives, through armed or peaceful resist-
ance opposed the subjugation of our people. 
We are forever indebted to them in gratitude 
and appreciation.
To celebrate the Fourth of April is also to
honor our dear veterans.
On behalf of the Nation, I reiterate to you,
dear veterans, testimony of our respect and 
our affection.
We will never forget how decisive your con-
tribution was in the face of the somber and
uncertain hours of the War, for the safeguard of
the free world, a prelude to the realization of the
legitimate aspirations of our nation to act on its
own to establish itself among the free nations.
The heroes of the resistance, and the veterans,
were able to overcome fear, to ignore being 
discouraged, and to push back the frontiers of 
the impossible, to give us support, a source of
inspiration, and the sense of honor and dignity
that can forge grand designs.
The Fourth of April is thus a holiday unlike
any other holiday.
It marks all of the seriousness of the act of
independence, which, placing us face-to-face with
our destiny as a free people, we feel at the same
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time our capacity to assume this destiny while
forging our common future by and for ourselves. 
This is why Independence Day is, above all, a
moment for privileged introspection reminding
us of our individual and collective responsibilities
and the covenant that binds us to one another
around the core values of the Republic and the
Nation: freedom, democracy, unity, and solidarity. 
We must continuously cultivate and maintain
these values, because they form the bedrock of
our common existence. And it is through them
that we mark the way forward to teach the younger
generations the love and the passion of living
together, a requirement of our shared destiny. 
On April 4, 2011, at the same time that we are
celebrating our fifty-first anniversary, we must
think of all those who have undergone crises and
ordeals in Africa and the rest of the world.
In Africa, we rejoice over the change that 
took place in the Sudan to bring peace and
brotherhood. We offer our best wishes to the
new Republic of South Sudan, while at the same
time commending the leaders of each side who
honored Africa by treating such a difficult prob-
lem with a spirit of brotherhood. 
In our world, painful events are numerous. In
Japan, natural disasters have brought on a great
many deaths of men, women, and children, as
well as significant damage. We express our soli-
darity with the people of Japan in assuring them
that we share their pain, while rejoicing over the
fact that hope is not lost and that, on the con-
trary, the Japanese people, ever courageous, have
begun to resume their normal activities and lives. 
This year, my dear compatriots, our national
holiday, while maintaining all of the solemnity
and dignity attached to it, will be celebrated
soberly, in keeping with the challenging world
economic climate that affects nations, businesses,
and households. 
In place of the traditional parade, we will hold
a ceremony of order of arms that I will preside
over tomorrow in the Place de l’Indépendence.
And, as tradition dictates, our young people
and the Army will again be honored.
Young people, because you are the link
between the present and the future, it is you, the
youth of our cities, our countryside, and the dias-
pora, on whom the hope of our Nation rests for
consolidating the heritage of our past in building
the Senegal of tomorrow. 
I take this opportunity to congratulate and
warmly encourage our national soccer team and
its trainers for the remarkable journey that they
completed in qualifying for the African Cup of
Nations. While jealously defending the leadership
of their team, I am convinced that our Lions have
it in their hearts to regain their place in the major
leagues of their sport and to confirm the return of
the Senegal that wins on the soccer fields of Africa.
This bet is very much within your reach, dear
Lions, and you can count on our constant support
in winning it. 
Officers, non-commissioned officers and men
of rank, seamen, and airmen, I reaffirm to you
my total confidence in you. 
Whether inside of our borders or working for
peace in Africa and elsewhere in the world—
wherever obligation calls—our armed forces dis-
charge their duty with rigor and professionalism.
This is particularly the case in the natural region
of the Casamance.
In the name of the Nation, I salute the memory
of our Jambaars (“Warriors”) fallen on the field
of battle. To the bereaved families, I offer our
heartfelt condolences and support the testimony
of our profound compassion. To the wounded, I
address all of our wishes for a prompt recovery. 
I am thinking of the wounded, the mutilated,
and the sick as a result of operations in the south
of Senegal. They have sacrificed themselves for
the sake of safeguarding national unity. In addition
to what we have already done, I am going to
receive their delegates in order to announce to
them the new measures that we have taken in
their favor, notably in the domain of housing.
I wish, once more, to reiterate my firm will in
relentlessly pursuing the ongoing efforts for a
peaceful and durable resolution of the crisis in
the Casamance.
Consequently, I renew my call to all of the
elements of the Movement of Democratic Forces
in the Casamance (MFDC) to join us on the path
towards peace, unity, and national concord.
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To those who agree to lay down their arms, 
I want to assure that the Government has taken
all the necessary steps to guarantee their security
and to facilitate their social and economic reinte-
gration into the framework of the program for
the reconstruction of the Casamance, for the
minesweeping, and restitution of agricultural
land, among other opportunities.
On the other hand, to those who persist in
carrying out acts of violence against innocent
populations that aspire only to live in peace, the
State will continue to vigorously impose her royal
prerogatives to defense and national sovereignty,
and territorial integrity, because when it comes to
national sovereignty and territorial integrity, no
possible concessions exist.
My Dear Compatriots, 
With the passage of time, in joy and in suffer-
ing, we have taken the exact measure of the rup-
ture of colonial ties.
We know that independence, far from being
an isolated act of one day, remains a permanent
achievement, but an achievement that has changed
in nature because it focuses primarily on ourselves.
And, in this everyday combat, the lines of
attack will be won on the fronts of agriculture
and animal husbandry, health, education and
training, and infrastructure. 
It is on these fronts that we need to continually
focus our efforts and our intelligence in order 
to render irreversible the qualitative changes 
likely needed to assure complete realization of
our sovereignty. 
The consolidation of our independence and
the preservation of our dignity as a free people
will cost this price. No one will in our place take
over responsibility for the cost of our alimentary
self-sufficiency, of our health and our well-being,
or of the education and training of our children.
And if we give up on one of these front lines,
we run the risk of falling under other forms of
alienation. Because, without a viable economic
foundation, political sovereignty will always
remain like an unfinished symphony.
As far as each one of us and all of us in solidar-
ity are concerned, we must assume the role of
boldness and responsibility that is incumbent 
on us in this fight that will determine our 
national destiny.
That is why I firmly insist in the pursuit of the
priorities and the economic and social programs
of which I spoke to you in my message on the
occasion of the New Year.
Of course, the recovery of the energy sector
remains at the heart of these priorities.
While awaiting the implementation of the
short- and long-term programs to definitively
resolve the energy crisis, the immediate measures
that we have taken in the framework of the Plan
Takkal will contribute to progressively improving
the situation.
And at the end of this month, the electric
power station of Cap des Biches will put supple-
mentary power of 50 megawatts into service. To
this an additional 100 megawatts will be added in
Kounone during the month of August.
These capacities will be reinforced by contain-
er-transported power stations and rapid installa-
tion barges for which the dossiers for invitations
to tender offers have already been finalized.
Finally, SENELEC (Société Nationale
d’Électricité du Sénégal) is presently conducting
negotiations with investors interested in the
installation of a wind-power station in Taïba
Ndiaye and Saint-Louis, reaching a total strength
of 140 megawatts, a solar power station of 7.5
megawatts in Ziguinchor, and another biomass
plant in Ross Béthio of 30 megawatts. 
In order to achieve a more efficient global
impact, this reinforcement of our production
capacities will be complemented by: 
Rationing the demand by prohibiting the 
production and importation of incandescent light
bulbs, as of March 1, 2011 in order to favor the
generalized utilization of low-consumption light
bulbs; and establishing a more transparent and
better controlled system of price-setting to fight
against fraud; and requiring each consumer to
pay exactly what he or she consumes.
In total, after the diagnosis carried out on
SENELEC, we have come to understand the
extent of the problem from which it was suffering
and have begun the necessary therapy to get it
back on its feet.
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The recovery plan for the energy sector will
cost us 650 billion CFA francs. Of that total, 
365 billion will be for the present year, and 220
billion CFA francs have already been acquired. 
A way to finance the remaining 145 billion has
already been identified.
To all of these efforts must be added your own
efforts: what each one of you can do individually
in order to economize energy. Debates will be
organized at all levels on these issues. 
When it comes to the follow-up on the meas-
ures taken for lowering the prices of the high-
priority products, the Ministry of Commerce will
have to pursue on-site follow-up visits promptly
and watch carefully for transparency in the post-
ing of prices and work in the general reference
stores so that the measures that have been enacted
contribute effectively to the sought-after objective
of reducing the cost-of-living for our households.
With regard to the campaign for the commer-
cialization of the peanut, thanks to the vigorous
measures taken by the Government, the additional
resources necessary to complete the financing of
this effort have been brought together with the
collaboration of local banks. This will enable us
to bring the campaign to a close by the end of
this month.
The subsequent campaigns will be increasingly
easy due to the presence of demand from outside
of the country that not only will lead to a rise 
in the price of peanuts, but also will assure 
additional outlets.
This year for the first time, those peasants
who were patient received 165 CFA francs per
kilogram or even 200 CFA francs, as is currently
the case. In order to avoid their falling victim 
to usurious practices, this year we will announce
the price of the peanut very early, as early as July,
if possible. At the same time, I am pushing the
Ministry of Agriculture to have storage ware-
houses installed for our rural populations.
This evening, my dear compatriots, I would
also like to rejoice with you on the normalization
of the schooling and higher education situation.
I thank all of the social partners, and among
them the parents associations who combined their
efforts with those of the public powers in order
to facilitate a positive outcome from this crisis.
In particular, I congratulate the passion mani-
fested by pupils and students for the restarting 
of classes.
I see in this determination a reassuring message
from our ambitious, mature, and responsible
young people.
This message translates the ambition of youth
who understand perfectly that in a world of mer-
ciless competition, where knowledge and know-
how determine the success of nations, it is on the
basis of the schoolwork of pupils and students
that the path to our individual and collective suc-
cess will depend.  
I also want to pay homage to the teachers and
the training personnel for the steps that were
taken in order to organize make-up classes in
order to satisfy the demands of the class timetable. 
I firmly engage the concerned State Services
to put into action with diligence the total of the
points of, and to carry out without delay, the
reforms that are likely to definitively resolve the
recurrent problem of late salaries, especially given
that this lateness is due more to the heaviness 
of the procedures than to the lack of available
budgetary credits.
I find it quite abnormal that the slowness of
procedures obliges teachers to claim their salaries
at the end of each month in order to be able to
deal with their financial responsibilities relating
to their relatives and support of their families.
My Dear Compatriots,
At this moment, as we celebrate our inde-
pendence in serenity, reading about the painful
events taking place on our continent enlightens
us on the pertinence of our choice in favor of a
pluralistic and peaceful democracy, leaving to
everyone full power to exercise the rights and 
liberties to which humanity is entitled.
We have again reinforced this choice with
positive conclusions from the independent audit
that confirmed the quality, coherence, and relia-
bility of our electoral file. Of course, we intend
to perfect it. 
We have also reinforced it through the various
peaceful manifestations of last March 19. Many
countries would have gone under or sunk into
despair if they had attempted what we did, yet we
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succeeded. There were protests across 
the entire expanse of our national territory, with
neither dead nor wounded.
Taking all sensitivities together, we have
paused to celebrate, each in his or her own way
and according to his or her convictions, the date
of the anniversary of the changeover to democracy
in Senegal.
In this way, my dear compatriots, the essence
and the reach of the ideal of democracy that we
must maintain as a legacy for future generations
are protected from the sudden lurches and other
turbulences of this century. 
On the path that leads toward this ideal, the
only worthwhile competition is the one consisting
of ideas and programs in support of the various
projects for our society. 
And, after all is said and done, the best support
for heading towards this ideal is nothing more
than a well-thought out way of living together,
reconciling the pleasure of our rights with the
demands of our responsibilities, recognizing the
legitimate aspirations of everyone, and safeguard-
ing the general interest. 
Together, let us resolutely pursue our walk
down this path, my dear compatriots; that of the
Senegal of our dreams, a Senegal that is always
freer, more prosperous, and more united in an
Africa that is standing up and resolutely progress-
ing towards the achievement of its integration
and entry into the era of the United States of
Africa.
Good evening, and Happy Independence Day
to all.
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SENEGAL
Message de Son Excellence Maître
Abdoulaye Wade
à la nation à l'occasion 
de la célébration de la fête de
l'Indépendance,
le 3 avril 2011
Mes chers compatriotes,
Demain, 4 avril 2011, nous célébrons le 51e
anniversaire de l’accession de notre pays à la
souveraineté internationale. 
Suis-je heureux de vous adresser, à toutes et à
tous, mes chaleureuses félicitations. 
Commémorer notre liberté retrouvée, c’est
d’abord rappeler à notre mémoire collective le
souvenir impérissable de nos héros, célèbres 
ou anonymes, qui, au prix de leur liberté et de
leur vie, ont opposé une résistance armée ou
pacifique à l’assujettissement de notre peuple.
Nous leur devons pour toujours gratitude et
reconnaissance.
Célébrer le 4 avril, c’est aussi honorer nos
chers anciens combattants. 
Au nom de la Nation, je vous redis, chers
anciens combattants, le témoignage de notre
respect et de notre affection. 
Jamais nous n’oublierons combien a été
décisive votre contribution, aux heures sombres
et incertaines de la Guerre, pour la sauvegarde 
du monde libre, prélude à la réalisation des
aspirations légitimes de notre peuple à disposer de
lui-même et à s’établir parmi les Nations libres. 
Héros de la résistance ou anciens combattants,
ils ont su dominer la peur, ignorer le décourage-
ment et repousser les frontières de l’impossible
pour nous laisser en viatique et source d’inspiration
le sens de l’honneur et de la dignité qui forge les
grands desseins. 
Le 4 avril n’est donc pas un jour de fête
comme un autre. 
Il marque toute la gravité de l’acte
d’indépendance qui, en nous mettant face à 
notre destin de peuple libre, éprouve en même
temps notre capacité à assumer ce destin en
forgeant notre avenir commun par nous-mêmes
et pour nous-mêmes. 
C’est pourquoi la fête de l’indépendance 
est aussi et surtout un moment privilégié
d’introspection qui nous renvoie à nos
responsabilités individuelles et collectives et au
pacte qui nous lie les uns aux autres autour des
valeurs fortes de la République et de la Nation: la
liberté, la démocratie, l’unité et la solidarité. 
Ces valeurs, il nous faut sans cesse les cultiver
et les préserver parce qu’elles forment le socle de
notre existence commune. Et c’est par elles que
nous balisons la voie du futur pour transmettre
aux jeunes générations l’amour et la passion du
vivre ensemble, exigence de notre destin partagé. 
Le 4 avril 2011, en même temps que nous
fêtons notre 51ème anniversaire, nous devrons
penser à tous ceux qui ont subi des épreuves en
Afrique et dans le monde. 
En Afrique, nous nous réjouissons de la
mutation intervenue au Soudan dans la paix et la
fraternité et nous souhaitons nos meilleurs vœux
à la nouvelle République Sud Soudan. Tout en
félicitant les dirigeants de l’une ou l’autre partie
qui ont honoré l’Afrique en traitant un problème
aussi difficile dans un esprit de fraternité. 
Dans le monde, les événements douloureux
sont nombreux. Au Japon, les calamités naturelles
ont entraîné beaucoup de morts, d’hommes, de
femmes et d’enfants, en même temps que
d’importants dégâts matériels. Nous manifestons
au peuple japonais notre solidarité en l’assurant
que nous partageons sa douleur tout en nous
réjouissant du fait que l’espoir n’est pas perdu et
qu’au contraire le peuple japonais, courageux
comme on peut l’être, a commencé à reprendre
des activités d’une vie normale. 
Cette année, mes chers compatriotes, la fête
nationale, gardant toute la solennité et la dignité
qui lui sont attachées, se fera dans la sobriété, en
réponse à la conjoncture économique mondiale
difficile qui affecte les Etats, les entreprises et 
les ménages. 
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En lieu et place du défilé traditionnel, nous
avons retenu une cérémonie de prise d’armes que
je présiderai demain à la Place de l’Indépendance. 
Et comme le veut la tradition, la jeunesse et
l’Armée seront encore à l’honneur. 
Jeunes, parce que vous êtes le trait d’union
entre le présent et le futur, c’est sur vous, 
jeunes de nos cités, de nos campagnes et de la
diaspora, que repose l’espoir de la Nation de
consolider l’héritage du passé pour bâtir le
Sénégal de demain. 
Je saisis l’occasion pour féliciter et encourager
chaleureusement notre équipe nationale de
football et son encadrement, pour le parcours
remarquable qu’ils mènent dans les éliminatoires
de la Coupe d’Afrique des Nations. 
En gardant jalousement le leadership de leur
Groupe, je suis convaincu que nos Lions ont à
cœur de reprendre leur place dans la cour des
grands et de confirmer le retour du Sénégal qui
gagne sur les pelouses africaines. 
Ce pari est largement à votre portée, chers
Lions, et vous pouvez compter sur notre soutien
constant pour le gagner. 
Officiers, sous-officiers, hommes de rang,
marins et aviateurs, je vous renouvelle toute 
ma confiance. 
A l’intérieur de nos frontières ou au service 
de la paix en Afrique et ailleurs dans le monde,
partout où le devoir appelle, nos Forces armées
s’acquittent de leur mission avec rigueur et
professionnalisme. 
C’est le cas notamment en région naturelle 
de Casamance. 
Au nom de la Nation, je salue la mémoire de
nos Jambaars tombés sur le champ de l’honneur. 
Aux familles éplorées, je présente nos
condoléances attristées et le témoignage appuyé
de notre profonde compassion. Aux blessés,
j’adresse tous nos vœux de prompt rétablissement.
Je pense aux blessés et mutilés, malades, des
opérations dans le Sud du Sénégal. Ils se sont
sacrifiés pour sauvegarder l’unité nationale. En
plus de ce que nous avons déjà fait, je vais
recevoir leurs délégués pour leur annoncer les
mesures nouvelles que nous avons prises en leur
faveur, notamment dans le domaine de l’habitat. 
Je voudrais, une fois de plus, redire ma ferme
volonté de poursuivre sans relâche les efforts en
cours pour le règlement pacifique et durable de la
crise en Casamance. 
Je renouvelle par conséquent mon appel à
tous les éléments du Mfdc pour qu’ils nous
rejoignent sur le chemin de la paix, de l’unité et
de la concorde nationales. 
A ceux qui acceptent de déposer les armes, je
veux assurer que le Gouvernement a pris toutes les
dispositions nécessaires pour garantir leur sécurité
et faciliter leur réinsertion économique et sociale
dans le cadre du programme de reconstruction de
la Casamance, de déminage et de restitution des
terres cultivables, entre autres opportunités. 
En revanche, à ceux qui persistent dans des
actes de violence contre des populations
innocentes qui n’aspirent qu’à vivre en paix,
l’Etat continuera d’opposer avec vigueur ses
prérogatives régaliennes de défense de la
souveraineté nationale et de l’intégrité
territoriale; parce que sur la souveraineté
nationale et sur l’intégrité territoriale, il n’ya pas
de concession possible à faire. 
Mes chers compatriotes, 
A l’épreuve du temps, dans la joie et la
souffrance, nous avons pris l’exacte mesure de 
la rupture du lien colonial. 
Nous savons que l’indépendance, loin d’être
l’acte isolé d’un jour, reste une conquête
permanente, mais une conquête qui a changé de
nature parce qu’elle porte d’abord sur nous-mêmes. 
Et dans ce combat de tous les jours, les lignes
d’attaque se gagneront sur les fronts de l’agriculture
et de l’élevage, de la santé, de l’éducation et de la
formation et des infrastructures. 
C’est sur ces fronts qu’il nous faut sans cesse
porter nos efforts et nos intelligences pour rendre
irréversibles les mutations qualitatives aptes à
assurer la pleine réalisation de note souveraineté. 
La consolidation de notre indépendance et la
préservation de notre dignité de peuple libre est à
ce prix. Personne ne supportera à notre place le
coût de notre autosuffisance alimentaire, de notre
santé et de notre bien être, de l’éducation et de la
formation de nos enfants. 
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Et si nous cédons sur une seule de ces lignes
de front, nous courrons le risque de tomber sous
d’autres formes d’aliénation ; parce que sans une
assise économique viable, la souveraineté politique
restera toujours comme une symphonie inachevée.
Chacun en ce qui le concerne et tous
solidairement, nous devons assumer la part
d’audace et de responsabilité qui nous incombe
dans ce combat qui détermine notre destin national.
Voilà pourquoi je tiens fermement à la
poursuite des priorités et des programmes
économiques et sociaux dont je vous ai entretenu
dans mon message à l’occasion du nouvel an. 
Bien évidemment, le redressement du secteur
de l’énergie reste au cœur de ces priorités. 
En attendant l’exécution du programme à
court et moyen termes pour régler de façon
définitive la crise énergétique, les mesures
immédiates que nous avons engagées au titre 
du Plan Takkal contribueront à améliorer
progressivement la situation. 
Et dès la fin de ce mois, la centrale du Cap
des Biches mettra en service une puissance
supplémentaire de 50 mégawatts à laquelle
s’ajoutera, en août, une autre de 100 mégawatts 
à Kounoune. 
Ces capacités seront renforcées par des
centrales conteneurisées et des barges à
installation rapide dont les dossiers d’appel
d’offres sont déjà finalisés. 
Enfin, la Senelec conduit actuellement des
négociations avec des investisseurs intéressés
pour l’installation de centrales éoliennes à Taïba
Ndiaye et Saint-Louis pour une puissance totale
de 140 mégawatts, une centrale solaire de 7.5
mégawatts à Ziguinchor et une autre à biomasse 
à Ross Béthio pour 30 mégawatts. 
Pour un impact global plus efficace, ce
renforcement de nos capacités de production
d’énergie sera complété par: 
La rationalisation de la demande avec
l’interdiction de la production et de l’importation
de lampes incandescentes, depuis le 1er mars
dernier, pour favoriser l’utilisation généralisée des
lampes de basse consommation; et la mise en
place d’un système de tarification plus
transparent et mieux maîtrisé pour lutter contre
les fraudes et faire payer à chaque usager
exactement ce qu’il consomme. 
Au total, après le diagnostic effectué sur la
Senelec, nous avons saisi l’ampleur du mal dont
elle souffre et entamé la thérapeutique pour la
remettre sur pieds. 
Ainsi, le Plan de redressement du secteur 
de l’énergie nous coûtera 650 milliards de francs
Cfa dont 365 milliards pour l’année en cours, 
sur lesquels 220 milliards sont acquis et le mode
de financement déjà identifié pour les 145
milliards restants. 
A tous ces efforts, il faut ajouter les vôtres, 
ce que chacun d’entre vous peut faire
individuellement pour économiser l’énergie. 
En ce sens, des débats seront organisés à tous 
les niveaux. 
S’agissant du suivi des mesures de baisse des
prix des produits de première nécessité, le
Ministère du Commerce devra poursuivre avec
célérité les visites sur le terrain, veiller à la
transparence dans l’affichage des prix et travailler
à la généralisation des magasins de référence
pour que les mesures édictées contribuent
effectivement à l’objectif recherché de réduction
du coût de la vie pour les ménages. 
Quant à la campagne de commercialisation de
l’arachide, grâce aux mesures vigoureuses prises par
le Gouvernement, les ressources additionnelles
nécessaires au bouclage de son financement ont
été réunies avec la collaboration des banques
locales; ce qui nous permettra de clôturer la
campagne dès la fin de ce mois. 
Les prochaines campagnes seront de plus en
plus faciles à cause de la présence d’une demande
extérieure qui, non seulement va entraîner la
hausse du prix de l’arachide, mais en plus nous
assurer des débouchés. 
Pour la première fois, cette année, des paysans
qui ont su patienter ont perçu 165 F le kg ou
même 200 F, comme actuellement. Pour leur
éviter d’être tentés par les usuriers, cette année,
nous annoncerons le prix de l’arachide très tôt, si
possible dès le mois de juillet. 
En même temps, je presse le ministre de
l’Agriculture de faire installer les magasins de
stockage pour les paysans. 
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Ce soir, Mes chers compatriotes, je voudrais
aussi me réjouir avec vous de la normalisation de
la situation scolaire et universitaire. 
Je remercie tous les partenaires sociaux, et
parmi eux les Associations de parents qui ont
joint leurs efforts à ceux des Pouvoirs publics
pour faciliter le dénouement heureux de la crise. 
Je salue, en particulier, l’engouement
manifesté par les élèves et les étudiants pour la
reprise des cours. 
Je vois dans cette détermination le message
rassurant d’une jeunesse ambitieuse, mature et
responsable. 
Ce message traduit l’ambition d’une jeunesse
qui comprend parfaitement que dans un monde
de compétition sans merci, où le savoir et le
savoir faire conditionnent le succès des Nations,
c’est sur les copies d’écoliers et d’étudiants que
prend forme le chemin de notre réussite
individuelle et collective. 
Je rends également hommage aux enseignants
et personnel d’encadrement pour les dispositions
prises en vue d’organiser des cours de rattrapage
pour satisfaire le quantum horaire. 
J’engage fermement les Services de l’Etat
concernés à mettre en œuvre avec diligence
l’intégralité des points d’accord et à mener 
sans délais les réformes aptes à résoudre
définitivement le problème récurrent du retard
des salaires; surtout que ce retard tient plus à 
la lourdeur des procédures qu’à l’indisponibilité
des crédits budgétaires. 
Je trouve en effet anormal que la lenteur des
procédures oblige les enseignants à réclamer leurs
salaires à chaque fin de mois pour faire face à leurs
charges de parents et de soutiens de familles. 
Mes chers compatriots,
Au moment où nous célébrons notre
indépendance dans la sérénité, la lecture
d’événements douloureux en cours sur notre
continent nous édifie sur la pertinence de notre
choix en faveur d’une démocratie pluraliste et
apaisée, laissant à chacun le plein exercice des
droits et libertés attachés à la personne humaine. 
Ce choix, nous l’avons encore conforté avec
les conclusions positives de l’audit indépendant
qui a confirmé la qualité, la cohérence et la
fiabilité de notre fichier électoral. Bien sûr, nous
allons le perfectionner. 
Nous l’avons également conforté à travers les
différentes manifestations pacifiques du 19 mars
dernier. Beaucoup de pays auraient sombré s’ils
avaient tenté ce que nous avons fait et réussi. Il y
avait des manifestations libres sur toute l’étendue
du territoire national, sans morts ni blessés. 
Toutes sensibilités confondues, nous avons
marqué, chacun à sa manière et selon ses
convictions, la date anniversaire de l’alternance
démocratique au Sénégal. 
Telles sont, chers compatriotes, l’essence et 
la portée de l’idéal de démocratie qu’il nous faut
entretenir comme legs pour les générations
futures, à l’abri des soubresauts et des turbulences
de ce siècle. 
Sur le chemin qui mène vers cet idéal, la seule
confrontation qui vaille, c’est celle des idées et
des programmes à l’appui de nos projets de
société respectifs. 
Et, en définitive, le meilleur viatique pour
aller vers cet idéal n’est rien d’autre qu’une 
façon réfléchie de vivre ensemble, conciliant la
jouissance de nos droits et l’exigence de nos
responsabilités, la reconnaissance des aspirations
légitimes de chacun et la sauvegarde de l’intérêt
général. 
Ensemble, poursuivons résolument notre
marche sur cette voie, mes chers compatriotes;
celle du Sénégal de nos rêves; un Sénégal
toujours plus libre, plus prospère et plus uni, dans
une Afrique debout et résolument en marche vers
le parachèvement de son intégration et son
entrée dans l’ère des Etats-Unis d’Afrique. 
Bonsoir et bonne fête à tous. 
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State of the Nation Address By His
Excellency Jacob G. Zuma, President
of the Republic of South Africa, at the
Joint Sitting of Parliament
Cape Town, South Africa
February 10, 2011 
Honourable Speaker of the National Assembly,
Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces;
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly and
Deputy Chairperson of the National Council of
Provinces (NCOP);
Deputy President of the Republic, Honourable
Kgalema Motlanthe;
Former President Thabo Mbeki;
Former Deputy President F.W. de Klerk;
Former Deputy President Baleka Mbete;
Honourable Chief Justice of the Republic of
South Africa, and all esteemed members of the
Judiciary;
Distinguished Premiers and Speakers of our
provinces;
Chairperson of South African Local Government
Association (SALGA), and all local government
leadership;
Chairperson of the National House of
Traditional Leaders; 
The Heads of Chapter 9 Institutions;
The Governor of the Reserve Bank, Gill Marcus;
The Heads of our security institutions;
Leadership of all sectors—labour, business,
sports, and religious leaders;
Members of the diplomatic corps;
South African and foreign media;
Fellow South Africans,
Dumelang, good evening, goeie naand, molweni,
thobela. 
Thank you, Honourable Speaker of the
National Assembly and the Honourable
Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces
(NCOP), for this opportunity to share with fellow
South Africans and international guests our
review and programme of action for this year.
SOUTH AFRICA
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I called this Joint Sitting in the evening again
so that all, including students and workers, can
have a first-hand opportunity to listen to their
government speak on issues affecting their lives. 
We thank the Presiding Officers for allowing
us this opportunity.
Let me also, on behalf of government, wel-
come the Members of Parliament back to this
beautiful mother city of Cape Town. 
We would like to thank all South Africans
who contributed to this State of the Nation
Address through mainstream media and social
media, such as Facebook and Twitter, as well as
direct contact. The inputs have been very helpful. 
Tomorrow will be twenty-one years since the
release of our beloved President Nelson Mandela
from prison. It was a historic and very special
moment for our country, which demonstrated the
victory of our people over tyranny and apartheid
oppression. The events of that day prepared the
ground for the implementation of our vision of a
free, non-racial, non-sexist, democratic, united,
and prosperous South Africa.
We have entered the seventeenth year of free-
dom, ready to continue the drive to make South
Africa a successful and prosperous country, build-
ing on the foundation that was laid by President
Mandela. As we mark this milestone, we extend
the nation’s good wishes to Tata Madiba and his
family, and wish him a speedy recovery. 
Compatriots, 
We need to accept the reality that President
Mandela, who is loved by all of us, young and
old, men and women, black and white, is not
young anymore. He will, from time to time, visit
medical facilities for checkups, which is normal
for a person of his age. We should allow him to
do so with dignity, and give the family and the
medical team the space to look after him, on our
behalf, in privacy. 
We owe him that much, given his love of this
country and its people, and the contribution he
has made to South Africa, Africa, and the world. 
We thank the family, the Nelson Mandela
Foundation, and the medical team for the sterling
work that they are doing in caring for a global
icon, whom we are so proud to call our own. 
We want to assure the nation that Madiba 
is receiving very good medical care and is 
comfortable.
TOGETHER  WE  HAVE  ACH IEVED
MUCH
Compatriots,
We continue to make steady progress as we work
towards a more prosperous society. The political
foundation is solid. We have built a vibrant, fully-
functional, constitutional democracy. 
We have well-established institutions that 
support democracy and protect the rights of our
citizens, such as the Office of the Public Protec-
tor, the South African Human Rights Commis-
sion, the Office of the Auditor General, the
Commission for the Promotion and Protection 
of the Rights of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic
Communities, and the Gender Commission.
Without fail, national general elections are
held every five years to enable South Africans to
choose a government of their choice. These elec-
tions are run by our efficient Independent
Electoral Commission. We have a Parliament
that is vibrant and holds the executive account-
able. We have an independent judiciary that is a
trusted final arbiter in all disputes in our society.
We have media whose freedom is enshrined in
the Constitution. 
On basic services, we are also making
progress. More than 400,000 additional people
were served with basic water supply last year.
About 81 percent of the country has electricity, 
as compared to 63 percent in the year 2000. 
The crime statistics show a decrease in most
crimes, particularly armed robberies, housebreak-
ings, and business robberies, as well as contact
crimes. For example, the murder rate declined 
by 8.6 percent in the past year.
We are making a difference in education, as
evidenced by the significant increase in the matric
pass rate last year, and the interest displayed by
the youth in education around the country. 
Honourable Members,
Close to 15 million South Africans obtain
social grants from the State. We will phase in the
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extension of the Child Support Grant to cover
eligible children under the age of eighteen.
Since we are building a developmental and
not a welfare state, the social grants will be linked
to economic activity and community development
to enable short-term beneficiaries to become self-
supporting in the long run. 
Honourable Members,
We are pleased with the performance of our
financial sector. It has proven to be remarkably
resilient in the face of the recent financial crisis
and the global economic meltdown. The budget
deficit is set to decline from the current 6.7 
percent to between 3 and 4 percent by 2013. 
Concerns about the exchange rate have been
taken to heart. Exchange control reforms that
were announced in the Medium Term Budget
Policy statement last year are being implemented.
Further information will be provided by the
Minister of Finance in the Budget Speech. 
The 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup was
undoubtedly the most exciting project in 2010. 
On the international front, we are greatly
honoured to join the Brazil-Russia-India-China-
South Africa (BRICS) forum. It is an important
bloc of emerging economies. We look forward to
the inaugural meeting of BRICS in April in China. 
We have taken up our non-permanent seat in
the United Nations Security Council, which we
will use to promote the African agenda as well as
peace and security in Africa and the world.
We have come a long way. We have achieved
a lot, but challenges still remain. Working
together we will achieve much more.
BUILD ING  A  MORE  PROSPEROUS
SOC IETY
Compatriots, 
While many South Africans celebrate the delivery
of houses, electricity, or water, there are yet many
others who are still waiting. The legacy of
decades of underdevelopment and colonial
oppression under apartheid cannot be undone in
only seventeen years. But we are forging ahead,
determined to achieve our mission of building a
better life for all. And we are doing so with the
help of our people. We appreciate the feedback
they continue to give us. 
Bongokuhle Miya wrote on the Presidency’s
Facebook page that his hometown, Umzimkhulu,
is in an appalling condition with burst sewerage
pipes everywhere, no drainage system, and
domestic animals roaming around town. He
writes: “If the Government, which is doing very
well, could just pay much more attention, with a
bit of urgency to such areas.”
Indeed, we agree service delivery should move
faster.
Our interactive government also obtains
information from direct contact with our people.
In the past year we have visited many villages,
townships, and suburbs. Their message is consis-
tent. They appreciate progress made, request
faster delivery, and state their commitment to
work with government to achieve more.
Given the work that must still be done, we
decided in 2009 to focus on five priorities. These
are education, health, rural development, and
agrarian reform, taking forward the fight against
crime, and creating decent work. We have done
well on these priorities.
We are concerned, however, that unemploy-
ment and poverty persist despite the economic
growth experienced in the past ten years. To
address these concerns, we have declared 2011 a
year of job creation through meaningful economic
transformation and inclusive growth. We have
introduced a New Growth Path that will guide
our work in achieving these goals, working with-
in the premise that the creation of decent work is
at the centre of our economic policies. We urge
every sector and every business entity, regardless
of size, to focus on job creation. Every contribu-
tion counts in this national effort.
I will provide just a broad outline of our pro-
gramme of action in this address. Ministers will
announce their jobs targets and more specific
details per sector in their forthcoming Budget
Vote Speeches. All government departments will
align their programmes with the job creation
imperative. The provincial and local government
spheres have also been requested to do the same.
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The programmes of State-Owned Enterprises and
development finance institutions should also be
more strongly aligned to the job creation agenda. 
Honourable Members,
Research has indicated that we can create jobs
in six priority areas. These are infrastructure
development, agriculture, mining and beneficia-
tion, manufacturing, the green economy, and
tourism. We cannot create these jobs alone. We
have to work with business, labour, and commu-
nity constituencies. Experience shows that we
succeed when we work together. 
One key example is the work done by the
Presidential Framework Response to the Interna-
tional Economic Crisis team, comprising govern-
ment, business, labour, and community sectors.
Amongst the key achievements of the team,
South Africa introduced its first training layoff
scheme to provide alternatives to retrenchments.
Another intervention included financial 
support for firms in distress, which saved about
7,000 jobs. We thank the team for their sterling
work and look forward to ongoing collaboration.
While looking to the private sector in particular
to help us create most of the jobs, government
will certainly play its part. We are pleased to
announce the establishment of a jobs fund of R9
billion over the next three years to finance new
job-creation initiatives.
In addition, the Industrial Development
Corporation has set aside R10 billion over the
next five years for investment in such economic
activities with a high jobs potential. It is also my
pleasure, Honourable Members, to announce
R20 billion in tax allowances or tax breaks to
promote investments, expansions, and upgrades
in the manufacturing sector.
For a project to qualify, the minimum invest-
ment must be R200 million for new projects, and
R30 million for expansion and upgrades. The
programme will provide an allowance of up to
R900 million in tax-deductible allowances for
new investors and R550 million for upgrades 
and expansions. 
Compatriots,
The small business sector is a critical compo-
nent of the job-creation drive. We will continue
to provide financial and non-financial support 
to small-, medium-, and micro-enterprises
(SMMEs), and small-scale agriculture, as well 
as cooperatives.
We need to cut administrative costs, avoid
duplication, and direct more resources to small
business. We are therefore considering merging
three agencies—Khula, the SA Micro-Finance Apex
Fund, and the Industrial Development Corpora-
tion’s small-business funding—into a single unit.
The campaign to pay SMMEs on time, within
30 days, is proceeding well. The Department of
Trade and Industry payment hotline received
about 20,000 calls in the last financial year, and the
value of payments facilitated was R210 million. 
Other departments have launched their own
initiatives, for example, the Re Ya Patala (We Pay)
initiative of the Department of Public Works. We
are continuing with legislative reforms to make it
easier to register businesses and also to strength-
en the Competition Act to open the market to
new participants.
Honourable Members, 
The mineral wealth of our country is a national
asset and a common heritage that belongs to all
South Africans, with the State as the custodian.
South Africa has significant mining assets, cur-
rently valued at U.S.$2.5 trillion dollars. By 2009,
the mining industry contributed more than 30
percent to the country’s total export revenue, and
employed 2.9 percent of the country’s economi-
cally-active population. Estimates suggest that our
mineral resources are expected to be exploitable
for over a century to come. 
To take advantage of that potential, govern-
ment has endorsed the African Exploration,
Mining, and Finance Corporation as the State-
Owned Mining Company that will undertake the
mining of minerals of strategic significance. One
of government’s priorities this year is also to
finalise and adopt the beneficiation strategy as
the official policy of government, so that we can
start reaping the full benefits of our commodities. 
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Compatriots,
In communications, we have committed to
convert our television and radio signals from the
analogue platform to the more advanced digital
signal, a technological advance that will enable
higher quality pictures and sound. 
Jobs will be created in manufacturing, 
packaging, distribution, and installation during
this period.
Honourable Speaker and National Chairperson,
We are pleased with the success of our
tourism sector, especially given that every sixteen
tourists create one job in our country. More than
7.3 million tourists arrived in South Africa last
year, as compared to about 6.3 million in 2009.
For further growth, we will strengthen existing
markets while exploring the emerging economies.
Our country also continues to be a popular
destination for international gatherings. In July,
we will host a high-level sports gathering in
Durban, the 123rd International Olympic
Committee (IOC) General Assembly Session. 
We thank the IOC for the opportunity to host
this important congress.
We have already secured ninety-five meetings
and conferences between 2010 and 2016.
To further boost our tourism potential, we
will, amongst other measures, look into flexible
visa requirements and improved landing slots at
foreign airports, as well as improved tourism
infrastructure.
Linked to tourism, we will continue to develop
the cultural industries sector, which contributes
about R2 billion to the Gross Domestic Product.
We have also seen the value of events such as the
Cape Town International Jazz Festival, which
together contributed more than R475 million to
the economy of Cape Town and created 2,000
jobs in 2010. 
We also wish to extend a special mention to
the popular Cape Minstrels Carnival, which
brightens up this city every year on January 2,
celebrating the freeing of slaves. 
Honourable Members,
Our infrastructure development programme
enables us to expand access to basic services and
to improve the quality of life. This includes 
projects for the provision of water, electricity, 
and housing.
Energy security is critical for economic devel-
opment and job creation. To ensure the security
of electricity supply for the country, Eskom has
invested more than R75 billion, mainly on the
new stations Medupi, Kusile, and Ingula, as well
as the return to service and transmission of other
projects. We must all save energy so that we do
not have to resort to load-shedding again as a
saving measure. 
This year we will start procuring power from
Renewable Energy Power Producers, an initiative
that will demonstrate our commitment to renew-
able energy.
Honourable Members,
The construction industry is a known driver
for work opportunities. There are 1.2 million
households living in the country’s 2,700 informal
settlements. By the year 2014, 400,000 of the said
households should have security of tenure and
access to basic services. We will also improve the
delivery of rental accommodation, as some peo-
ple coming to urban areas do not intend to settle
permanently.
This should be welcome news to citizens such
as Portia Busisiwe Mrwetyana who wrote on our
Facebook page about inequalities in Bekkersdal,
where an informal settlement that has no services
lies across the road from a suburb with all ameni-
ties. She asks: “What I wanna know is why treat us
differently, but we give you the same vote, WHY?”
Government will spend R2.6 billion on water
services this year. Among the priority areas are
the provinces of Limpopo, KwaZulu-Natal, and
the Eastern Cape, where there are still high num-
bers of people without safe drinking water.
We noted the requests from many contribu-
tors to this address for government to fix pot-
holes. Our Expanded Public Works Programme
aims to create 4.5 million work opportunities,
and more than a million opportunities have been
created already since the beginning of Phase 2.
Part of the programme focuses on repairing our
road networks. 
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Abantu abaningi bakithi bathola ukusizakala
kakhulu ngaloluhlelo lwamatoho emisebenzi
kahulumeni.
(Many of our kinsfolk find they are helped a
great deal by this arrangement of part-time job
opportunities in the works of the government.)
Kutholakala amatoho okulungisa imigwaqo,
ezemidlalo, ukufundisa abadala ukufunda nokubhala,
ukugcina imigwaqo ihlanzekile. 
(Part time jobs, to improve the streets, sports,
to teach the elderly to read and to write, to keep
the streets clean.)
Uhlelo lokulungisa imigwaqo, olubizwa nge-
Zibambele, seluzosatshalaliswa izwe lonke kulonyaka
luvule amathuba emisebenzi. 
(The program of fixing the streets, which is
called Zibambele, is going to be used country-
wide this year to open opportunities for jobs.)
We will develop infrastructure that will boost
our agricultural sector, while also helping to create
jobs. Water reservoirs, windmills, and irrigation
schemes will be rehabilitated. Crops and live-
stock, as well as grazing, will be protected with
the installation of fences. These projects will
enhance food security and create work opportu-
nities for many, especially women in rural areas.
To enhance our innovation in science and
technology and create jobs, we are bidding to
host the Square Kilometre Array radio telescope.
The bid has already provided 800 construction
job opportunities in the Northern Cape and will
create a further 100 jobs this year.
Our job-creation drive should also enhance
youth development. The National Youth
Development agency is in discussion with state
organs and the private sector to mainstream
youth development in public sector programmes
and to promote youth enterprises and cooperatives.
Compatriots,
We believe that the interventions we have
mentioned briefly will take us forward in placing
job creation high on the agenda of all decision
makers in the country. Seven Ministers met with
our social partners on Tuesday to discuss this
partnership, and we remain optimistic that we are
poised for success.
Honourable Speaker and Honourable 
Chairperson,
Parallel to the job creation incentives, we will
also undertake policy reforms related to improving
the lives of our workers. Government, with its
social partners, is reviewing legislation on labour
brokers and the policy framework for the provi-
sion of public employment services. These
actions will enable government to maintain a
database of job seekers and job opportunities.
The Government Position Paper on Social
Security Reform is expected to be released this
year for discussion. Issues to be dealt with
include the funding and nature of the National
Social Security Fund, how the private sector
occupational and retirement funds will fit into
the entire system, and the possible regulatory
structure. Government must fill all funded vacant
posts. The performance monitoring and evalua-
tion department will provide a report within 
six months.
Honourable Speaker and Honourable
Chairperson, 
Indeed, we have come a long way since 1994.
We have achieved a lot, but much more still
needs to be done, and working together as South
Africans, we will achieve much more!
Please allow me to now tackle the other four
priorities as well as other programmes. 
The focus in basic education this year is
Triple T: Teachers, Textbooks, and Time. We
reiterate our call that teachers must be at school,
in class, on time, and teaching for at least seven
hours a day. The administration must ensure that
every child has a textbook on time, and that we
assist our teachers to create the right working
environment for quality teaching to take place. 
To track progress, this year, we began the
annual national assessments in literacy and
numeracy, which are internationally bench-
marked, for grades three, six, and nine. We will
continue investing in teacher training, especially
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in mathematics and science. We will pay special
attention to the training of principals, particularly
those in underperforming schools.
The focus of higher education will be to
expand access, especially for children of the 
poor. This includes the conversion of loans into
bursaries for qualifying final-year students. .
Students in Further Education and Training
Colleges who qualify for financial aid will be
exempted from paying fees.
We urge state-owned enterprises to play a key
role in skills development and help us provide the
technical skills needed by the economy. Denel,
Eskom, South African Airways (SAA), and
Transnet have supported the training of more
than 6,000 learners in scarce and critical technical
and engineering-related skills.
Fellow South Africans, 
We are continuing to improve the capacity
and effectiveness of the police, in particular the
detective services, forensic analysts, and crime
intelligence. We have increased visible policing
and patrols in identified hotspots. We are making
visible progress in reducing the proliferation of
illegal and legal firearms. Our courts continue 
to function better, and the backlog-reduction
programmes at district and regional levels are
proceeding well. 
We will continue to prioritise crimes against
women and children and provide support
through the Thuthuzela Care Centres. We will
work with communities and other key stakeholders
to deal with drug peddling and drug abuse, which
are tearing some communities apart. My visit to a
drug rehabilitation centre in Mitchells Plain on
Tuesday convinced me that we need more energy
in the fight against drug abuse and drug peddling
in our communities. I have directed our police
force to deal decisively with people who sell
drugs to children in Cape Town and other areas.
We will also not tolerate tavern owners who sell
alcohol to children.
The fight against corruption also continues. 
A Special Anti-Corruption Unit has been estab-
lished in the Department of Public Service and
Administration to handle corruption-related 
disciplinary cases involving public servants.
Progress is being made in many ongoing investi-
gations. About R44 million has been recovered
from public servants who are illegally benefiting
from housing subsidies, while the cleaning of the
social grants system of fraud is also continuing.
We have directed the Special Investigating Unit
to probe alleged maladministration or corruption
in various government departments, municipalities,
and institutions. 
While not pre-judging the investigations, 
they prove our resolve to combat corruption at
all levels of government and the public service. 
The Multi-Agency Working Group on pro-
curement led by National Treasury, the South
African Revenue Service (SARS), and the
Financial Intelligence Centre is reviewing the
entire state procurement system to ensure better
value for money from state spending.
In the health sector, this year we will empha-
sise the appointment of appropriate and qualified
personnel to the right positions. We need qualified
heads of department, chief financial officers, hos-
pital chief executive officers, district health offi-
cers, and clinic managers. We plan to revitalise
105 nursing colleges countrywide in order to train
more nurses. We are also planning to open a med-
ical faculty at the Limpopo Academic Hospital to
train more doctors. The renovations and refur-
bishments of hospitals and clinics will continue. 
Given our emphasis on women’s health, we
will broaden the scope of reproductive health
rights and provide services related to, amongst
others, contraceptive methods, sexually-transmit-
ted infections, teenage pregnancy, and sanitary
towels for the indigent. 
On the fight against HIV and AIDS, we have
revitalised our programmes and have promoted
various prevention measures, including medical
male circumcision, prevention of mother-to-child
transmission, and the promotion of HIV testing.
The testing has been popularly taken up around
the country. Just over 5 million HIV tests have
been done since the launch of the testing cam-
paign in April last year.
Over the past year, work has continued to
develop the National Health Insurance policy
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and implementation plan. Government will 
soon be releasing the policy document for 
public engagement.
Honourable Speaker and Honourable
Chairperson of the NCOP,
We will continue with the Comprehensive
Rural Development Programme directed at
reviving land reform projects and irrigation
schemes in the former homelands as well as dis-
tressed farms owned by individuals. Government
has developed the National Rural Youth Service
Corps programme to assist youth in rural areas.
To date, more than 7,000 young people have
been employed in the programme.
Somlomo nosihlalo abahloniphekileyo,
(Honorable Speaker and Chair-person,)
Uhulumeni useshaye umthetho ovuselela ibhange
lasePosini, phecelezi iPostBank, elizosiza
abasemakhaya ukonga imali, kanye nokuboleka imali
yokwakha amabhizinisi amancane.
(The government has already made a law
which renews for the bank of the post office, that
is, the Post Bank, which will help the people of
rural areas to save money, as well as borrow
money to build small businesses.)
Siyabakhuthaza ukuthi balisebenzise kutholakale
intuthuko.
(We are encouraging them to make use of this
Post Office Bank so that there is progress.)
BUILD ING  A  RESPONS IVE ,
ACCOUNTABLE ,  E F FECT IVE ,  AND
EFF IC I ENT  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT
SYSTEM
Honourable Members,
The country will hold the fourth local government
elections before the end of May. 
There have been lots of complaints over the
past few months about local government. The
frustrations in some areas resulted in protests,
which indicated the problems that existed in this
sphere. We have to make people’s experience of
local government a pleasant one, as it touches
their homes and their lives directly, every day.
Some municipalities are functioning very well,
and some councilors are also performing their
duties as well as they should.
We have instituted a turnaround strategy for
local government, focusing on, amongst others,
the strengthening of basic administration, financial
management, and customer care. 
The preparations for local government elec-
tions are on course.
The registration that took place last weekend
went well, and we congratulate those who have
registered. We urge those without identity docu-
ments to apply without delay so as not to miss
the upcoming registration period next month. 
Following the launch last year of the National
Population Registration Campaign in Libode,
Eastern Cape, more than 700,000 first-time 
identity documents were issued, indicating 
great enthusiasm by our people to have this 
crucial document.
As we prepare for elections, we also note that
our country has been struck by devastating floods
in recent weeks, and many families have been
affected. We extend heartfelt condolences to the
families of those who lost their lives. Our hearts
also go out to those who were injured and those
who lost all their belongings.
Fellow South Africans,
Let me use this opportunity to announce that
Government has set aside R800 million for
immediate relief to assist communities. We will
also be earmarking funding to deal with post-
disaster recovery and reconstruction in the years
ahead. We thank relief agencies, non-governmen-
tal organisations, the private sector, religious
organisations, and communities for assisting
those in need.
BUILD ING  A  BETTER  AFR ICA  AND  A
BETTER  WORLD
The African agenda remains our key policy focus. 
South Africa is serving a two-year term on the
African Union Peace and Security Council. The
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country will chair the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) Organ on
Politics, Defence, and Security from August. In
this role, we will continue to engage the parties
in the implementation of the Global Political
Agreement in Zimbabwe and the development 
of a roadmap to elections.
We will also promote the resolution of the
Malagasy conflict. We will monitor and assist
where possible to ensure that the political and
security situation in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC) is conducive to elections. 
We are also honoured to participate in 
finding solutions to the situation in Cote
d’Ivoire, as a member of the African Union
High-Level Panel chosen to help resolve the
challenges in that country. 
We applaud the work of the South African
National Defence Force, which has on average
deployed over 2,000 military personnel in peace-
keeping operations in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Sudan, and Central African
Republic. We will continue to participate in the
revitalisation of the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development, with specific focus on the imple-
mentation of its infrastructure programme, of
which we champion the North-South infrastruc-
ture development corridor.
South Africa has taken note of the unfolding
developments in Egypt as well as the earlier
events in Tunisia. We continue to monitor the
situation closely, including its implications for the
Middle East and North Africa. We firmly believe
that the course and the content of the transition,
as well as the destiny that these sister countries
choose, should be authored by them. In this
regard, South Africa lends its support to efforts
aimed at introducing and implementing political
reforms that will ensure a smooth and peaceful
transition in Tunisia and Egypt.
We trust that nothing will derail the realization
of the aspirations of the Palestinian people for a
secure independent state, existing side by side
and in peace with the Israeli state. South Africa
reiterates its call to the international community
to encourage the parties to continue the search
for a durable solution in the Middle East.
We extend our heartiest congratulations to the
people of the Sudan for a successful referendum
and welcome the new state of Southern Sudan.
This is a key African success story. We congratu-
late the African Union and the United Nations
for the skillful handling of this project.
On the broader international front, we look
forward to hosting the fifth India-Brazil-South
Africa Summit this year. At the G20 Forum, we
will continue to argue for a more equitable world
economic order. 
BUILDING A  NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC
AND COHESIVE  SOCIETY
Compatriots,
The experience of the 2010 FIFA Soccer World
Cup taught us the need to appreciate all that is
good about our country. The South African flag
became the most important item for every house-
hold. Government will build on this by ensuring
the placing of flags in schools and public institu-
tions to promote our national symbols and identity. 
We urge all our people to learn the national
anthem and sing it properly, with pride. We will
launch a programme celebrating National Icons
and promote a National Heritage Route to 
honour individuals who have made an enormous
contribution to the liberation of our country. 
Honourable Members,
We have seen the power of sport as a unifying
and nation-building tool in our country. All of 
us must support the Proteas, who will soon be
playing in the 2011 ICC World Cup, and the
Springboks, who will travel to New Zealand to
defend our 2007 Rugby World Cup Title. We
also wish the national netball team well when
they compete in the Netball World Cup in July.
We will be fully behind them.
Let me take this opportunity to salute one of
our finest cricketers, Makhaya Ntini, who is our
special guest this evening. He has made an enor-
mous contribution to local and international
cricket. South Africa will have its third post-
apartheid census in October this year. We thank
Mr. Ntini for agreeing to become an ambassador
of this important campaign. 
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Honourable Speaker and Honourable
Chairperson,
We remain committed to building a perform-
ance-oriented State. Our performance monitoring
and evaluation department will coordinate and
monitor the work of government departments
closely as they mainstream job creation. We 
welcome the undertaking by Parliament to also
monitor the adherence to the call to prioritise 
job creation by government. 
Compatriots,
Our goal is clear. We want to have a country
where millions more South Africans have decent
employment opportunities, which has a modern
infrastructure and a vibrant economy, and where
the quality of life is high. We all have a responsi-
bility to work hard to make this a reality.
Everyone must think of how they can con-
tribute to the jobs campaign through creating
opportunities for themselves and others. In doing
so, we should draw inspiration from our beloved
President Mandela in his inauguration address in
1994, reminding us of the need to work together.
He said:
“We understand it still, that there is no
easy road to freedom. 
We know it well, that none of us acting
alone can achieve success. 
We must therefore act together as a united
people, for national reconciliation, for
nation building, for the birth of a new
world. 
Let there be justice for all. 
Let there be peace for all. 
Let there be work, bread, water and salt
for all.
Let each know that for each the body, the
mind and the soul have been freed to fulfill
themselves.”
I thank you.
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Keynote Address by His Excellency
Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, President of
The United Republic of Tanzania, to
the Commonwealth Business Forum
Perth, Australia
October 25, 2011
Mr. Reginald Mengi, Session Chairperson;
Dr. Mohan Kaul, Director General,
Commonwealth Business Council;
Excellencies Heads of Government;
Distinguished Business Leaders and Policy Makers,
Invited Guests;
Ladies and Gentlemen:
I sincerely thank the Federal Government of
Australia and the Government of Western
Australia for the warm welcome and generous
hospitality since our arrival in this beautiful city
of Perth. I also thank the Commonwealth
Business Council (CBC) for organizing this
important forum. I am particularly grateful for
the honor to speak on a subject that is very dear
to my heart, “Africa: Creating a New Economic
Power for the 21st Century.” Indeed, the twenty-
first century will be Africa’s century.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Africa has all that it takes to become the new
economic powerhouse for the twenty-first century.
First and foremost, the continent is well-endowed
with natural and human resources that are critical
for growth and development. Fortunately, most
of these resources are yet to be fully utilized.
Africa has 60 percent of the world’s uncultivated
arable land. Because there are water resources for
irrigation and a permissive climate for agricul-
ture, Africa has the potential to become the grain
basket of this world.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
In this regard, what is required of us is to
transform Africa’s agriculture from its current
224
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state of being predominantly peasant, traditional,
backward, less productive, and subsistent, to being
modern, highly productive, and commercial. This
advance requires increased investments by the
government and private sector in mechanization,
irrigation, the availability and use of high-yield-
ing seeds, fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides.
Africa also needs to expand extension services so
as to impart skills to peasant farmers, provide
financial services to farmers, and improve crop
markets and rural infrastructure. If these things
are done, the world can get the bulk of the food
it needs to feed its population now and for many
years to come.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Africa has abundant natural resources, such as
minerals, oil and gas, and forest- and marine-
based resources. Eleven African countries rank
among the top ten sources for at least one major
mineral in the world. Africa has 10 percent of 
the world’s reserves of oil, 50 percent of gold, 98
percent of chromium, 90 percent of the world’s
cobalt and platinum group of metals, 70 percent
of tantaline, 64 percent of manganese, and one-
third of the world’s uranium. This huge potential
has not yet been fully utilized. If and when that is
done, Africa’s contribution to the world economy
will be quite significant.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
With regard to energy, Africa is well-endowed
with immense hydrocarbon-based and renewable
sources of energy. Over the last few years, oil and
gas production has grown substantially in Africa.
As I am addressing you now, there are nineteen
African countries that are significant producers of
oil. Furthermore, there are ongoing exploration
activities across Africa. Of recent, my country
Tanzania has been added to the map, as discover-
ies of gas have been made and several companies
are continuing with exploration. There are huge
untapped coal reserves in several African coun-
tries that could be used for power generation.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
In hydropower, Africa has enormous potential
from the many rivers crisscrossing the continent.
For example, at Inga Dam on the Congo River
there is a potential to produce up to 40,000
megawatts of electricity. In addition to hydro -
power, Africa has promising prospects for pro-
ducing clean energy by using renewable sources
such as wind, solar, geo-thermal, and bio-mass.
With such abundant energy resources, Africa can
produce all the power it needs for its economic
growth and become the economic powerhouse 
of the world. 
Ladies and Gentlemen:
People are another important resource that
Africa has in abundance. Africa has a population
of close to one billion, roughly 15 percent of the
world’s population. There are two things worth
noting about Africa’s population. First, two-
thirds of Africa’s population is below the age of
twenty-five, a demographic fact that means there
are prospects for further growth of Africa’s popu-
lation. Second, the number of educated people is
ever increasing, and the middle-class is growing.
Therefore, Africa is a dynamic source of skilled
and semi-skilled labor and a growing market. 
On the other hand, through regional integration,
African markets are being consolidated and 
better defined.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Fortunately, the majority of African countries
are pursuing sound economic policies. As a result,
most countries have a strong macroeconomic
performance, thus making the economic prospects
for the future of Africa look promising. The
IMF’s most recent forecasts predict that seven
out of the ten fastest-growing economies in the
world in the next decade will be in Africa. The
World Bank’s publication titled “Africa’s Pulse,”
released last month, states that eleven out of the
fifteen fastest-growing economies in the world in
2011 are in Africa. If these countries and others
in Africa stay the course and maintain macroeco-
nomic stability and pursue sound economic and
investment policies, and many more countries do
the same, I have no doubt in my mind that Africa
can become the economic powerhouse of the
A f r i c a n  L e a d e r s  S t a t e  o f  A f r i c a  R e p o r t  2 0 1 1
225
T
a
n
z
a
n
ia
psi88771_text_BU_SOA_txt  2/29/12  9:12 AM  Page 225
twenty-first century.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
After saying all these good things about
Africa’s potential, one may be asking himself,
why then does the continent remain relatively
poor? There are still several hurdles constraining
Africa’s socioeconomic growth and development.
Fortunately, many of these hurdles are known
and are being tackled with increasing success.
That is why there is evidence of progress being
made these days. Africa needs to consolidate
these gains and advance its development to
greater heights.
Africa’s colonial legacy of being a primary
producer of raw materials for factories abroad
and markets for finished goods from there has
been a major constraint for many years, and still
remains so to a great extent. In the words of the
late Tanzanian economist, Professor Justinian
Rweyemamu, “Africa produces what it does not
consume and consumes what it does not pro-
duce.” Fortunately, Africa has awakened and the
situation is changing steadily, with due attention
being given to diversification of economies and
the establishment of processing industries for
value-addition. Industrialization is being taken
seriously by many countries in Africa these days.
Likewise, the infrastructure patterns are being
diversified to reach more places—unlike in the
past, where infrastructure was designed to facili-
tate the export of primary commodities. In all
our countries, there is increased investment in
roads, railways, ports, and airports. Much more
needs to be done in this regard.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
In the past, many of our countries pursued
economic policies that lead to stagnation or even
retardation of growth and development. Today,
most African countries are pursuing sound 
economic policies that have led to strong macro-
economic performances. The prospects for the
future look even better. The colonial powers did
not invest much in the education of Africans and
development of human capital. Many of our
countries are now investing heavily in the educa-
tion of our young men and women and leveraging
the application of science and technology in our
development endeavors. Indeed, positive results
are being registered at all levels of the education
ladder. There are bright prospects for the avail-
ability of skilled manpower to meet the develop-
ment needs of our nations.
Let me use the Tanzanian example to illustrate
what the situation was at independence fifty 
years ago and now, with regards to education.
Enrollment in primary school has increased from
2 percent at independence in 1961 to 97 percent
now. There were forty-one secondary schools
with 11,832 students, compared with 4,367
schools with 1,638,699 students at present. With
regard to higher education, there were 13 students
at independence compared to 135,367 now.
As a result of this colonial under-investment,
there was an acute shortage of skilled manpower
at independence. We are now closing the skills
gap with our own efforts. For example, at inde-
pendence there were twelve graduates and only
two engineers. To date, we have 11,400 engineers
and many more skilled personnel. We still have a
long way to go, but we are on the right track.
In the past, conflicts, the lack of democracy,
and inattention to the rule of law and respect for
human rights were impeding growth in Africa. In
recent years, Africa has been embracing democ-
racy and good governance, including the rule of
law and human rights. As a result, overall politi-
cal governance has improved and conflicts have
been minimised. Africa, which had an unfair
share of conflicts a decade or two ago, is almost
at peace in most countries, except for Somalia,
where there is an armed conflict. The prospects
for the future in Africa look promising.
Democracy, rule of law, respect for human
rights, and good governance will continue to be
entrenched, thus minimising conflicts in Africa.
This stability will pay big dividends with respect
to promoting socioeconomic growth on the con-
tinent. It is these mechanisms under the African
Union and Regional Economic Communities
(RECs) that have helped matters so far. As they
continue to be strengthened, Africa will continue
to prosper and more investments will flow into
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Africa. We are already seeing it happen. In the
last decade (2000–2010), there has been a 
phenomenal increase in foreign direct investment
(FDI) in Africa, from U.S.$27 billion to U.S.$126
billion. Of course, it is not enough for Africa’s
needs, and the continent can absorb much 
more FDI.
Ladies and Gentlemen:
In the past, trade between African countries
was not significant. African countries traded
more with countries in the North. Trade links
were vertical and not very horizontal. Today, the
trend is changing, thanks to regional integration,
which has helped encourage countries to look for
markets within the economic groupings as well.
At the same time, regional economic groupings
have been removing tariff and non-tariff barriers
for trade within their respective regions. Regional
Economic Communities (RECs) in Africa are
continuously being strengthened, a trend that
presents good prospects for growth on the conti-
nent. Let me also mention other positive trends,
like that of the Common Market for Eastern and
Southern Africa (COMESA), the East African
Community (EAC), and the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) deciding to
create a huge free trade area spanning from Cape
Town to Cairo, an area with a population of 530
million and a combined GDP of U.S.$630 billion.
If other regional groupings are going to do the
same, can you imagine the prospects for our 
continent? They are simply immense, because
besides accelerating growth, such processes
attract investments as well. 
Ladies and Gentlemen:
In concluding, I would like to emphasize that
Africa has all that is required to make her the
economic powerhouse of the twenty-first century.
The continent has abundant resources that are
yet to be exploited, and the political-economic
environment is permissive. There are a number
of hurdles holding back the utilization of the
potential for development of our countries and
our people. Our governments and people are
ready to play their part and work in partnership
with friendly governments and representatives 
of the international private sector, such as the
captains of industry and business gathered here
this morning. Africa is ready to do business with
you to develop Africa’s resources for our mutual
benefit. In the process, Africa will become, I have
no doubt, a new economic power for the twenty-
first century and beyond!
Thank you.
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Inauguration Speech by His
Excellency Michael Chilufya Sata, 
President of the Republic of Zambia
Lusaka, Zambia
September 23, 2011
My Lord the Chief Justice,
Justices of the Supreme and High Court,
Honourable Speaker,
His Excellency Dr. K. D. Kaunda,
His Excellency R.B. Banda,
Your Excellencies, the Visiting Heads of State
and Government and/or Their Representatives, 
Your Excellencies, the Ambassadors and High
Commissioners,
Fellow Countrymen and Women,
I stand before you, before the women and men of
Zambia and before our children, with humility,
with honour, and with hope for our future. An
era for real transformation has dawned!
Our primary task and duty is to thank 
God Almighty, who in his infinite mercy and
compassion has guided us peacefully through
these elections.
Our gratitude goes to all the churches and
individuals for their faith and prayers that have
manifested in the process we are witnessing
today. Throughout our vast country, in our urban
habitats, and in all the far-flung areas, we made a
deliberate and profound decision to change the
course and direction of the country. I plead to
each one of you to continue praying for wisdom
from above.
As we move into this next chapter of Zambia’s
history, I would like to recognize the peaceful
and orderly transition of power. It would be
remiss of me if I did not acknowledge and thank
my predecessor, President Rupiah Bwezani
Banda, for his contribution to this transition.
This precedent, which has been with us since we
gained our independence, is a virtue that I will
treasure and respect.
ZAMBIA
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PLEDGE
As our democracy now passes its twentieth
anniversary, my first pledge as president is to
fully commit myself and my party not only to the
rule of law, but also truly to a fresh start of
transformation on a change that focuses attention
on the issues, systems, offices, and institutions
that have not effectively served the best interest
of all our people.
Our country has huge problems that have
been compounded by acts of bad governance and
fiscal irresponsibility in recent years. The gap
between the small group of “haves” and the “dis-
advantaged” is getting wider. The much talked
about stability can never be sustained under such
circumstances. We have to go back to the draw-
ing board and come out with plans and workable
solutions to redress the situation.
The changes needed to achieve real change
are drastic!
It is against this background that I pay tribute
to the ordinary Zambians who voted for this
change. To you, my great countrymen and
women, I say a million thanks for the categorical
mandate and, above all, the confidence you have
reposed in me and the Patriotic Front to take
charge of our destiny. I sincerely pray that our
God will heal this nation and reconcile all of us.
We may have different ideological principles, but
let us agree to live side by side in harmony as
Zambians. We must not allow violence to sepa-
rate us. WE ARE BROTHERS AND SISTERS.
BETTER  ZAMBIA
I thank my fellow presidential contenders for 
the good fight. I am sure that together we will
continue the fight for a better Zambia in which
poverty and injustice are totally banished.
To my wife, children, and indeed all members
of my wider family, I say thank you for standing
by me. My gratitude also goes to all my friends in
Zambia and outside, the professionals who have
contributed to the various assignments, and the
men and women who made great sacrifices and
gave us the voice and platform to give our 
message to the Zambian people. I can only 
pray to God to reward you for your kindness 
and generosity.
Let us not forget to thank, through the chair-
person, all the hard-working men and women in
the Electoral Commission of Zambia for their
diligent service despite the glaring defects and
challenges. Our thanks also go to the law
enforcement agencies and security wings.
Fellow countrymen and women, it is neither
the wish nor intention of the incoming
Government to victimize anyone, but as indicated
during our campaigns, we shall have zero toler-
ance for corruption. We shall ensure full account-
ability of national resources.
As president, I give my solemn promise to the
citizenry of this country as well as to our partners
who entrust us with their money, that this
Government will steadily tackle this scourge with
the vigour it deserves. Corruption is morally
unacceptable, and those charged with the respon-
sibility of looking after our resources should
guard it jealously.
NEW ERA
Zambians can now look forward to a new era, an
era for real transformation of our society. I shall
demand of myself and my cabinet, which I will
soon constitute, boldness and effective leadership.
We shall work to address the perverse poverty
and to bring about prosperity to every hard-
working Zambian. My vision, the vision for
which my colleagues have struggled and for
which Zambians have voted, is simple.
The citizens of this great land not only deserve
better lives but also are entitled to better lives.
I T ’ S  T IME  TO  PUT  ZAMBIANS
F IRST  AND  ZAMBIA  TO  WORK
It will not be my choice as President to deter-
mine who can access a livelihood, education,
healthcare, and other services—no, it is my obli-
gation to ensure that everyone has fair access to
the services, protections, and rights that they
should be able to expect from Government.
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The change that people have voted for is, of
course, widely understood to be about sharing in
the benefits of development.
If there is prosperity, then it should be appro-
priately distributed amongst those involved in
generating growth; not only those who may be
employed, but in important instances, also by
those who hold claim to natural resources.
Many thousands of people have voted for the
Patriotic Front cry for “more jobs.”
My vision, and my commitment to you today,
is to ensure that all our efforts are directed to
creating opportunities for Zambians to participate
in the economy, to provide for their families with
pride and security, and to develop livelihoods 
and careers to utilize their talents and fulfill 
their aspirations.
Foreign investment is important to Zambia, 
as it does not only create jobs, but equally con-
tributes to the economic empowerment of
Zambians. We will continue to work in fair 
partnership with the investors already in the
country and welcome new ones. It is our hope
that investors will abide by the labour laws of 
the country ensuring that Zambians are not 
disadvantaged.
It is my intimation to give our policy directive
to the nation when I address the new parliament.
Finally, for this occasion, I call upon every
Zambian to be prepared for hard work. Yes,
BRACE YOURSELVES FOR HARD WORK.
This is your country, and there is no other you
can look to for your livelihood and security.
DREAM
The Patriotic Front Government that I am privi-
leged to preside over shall work hard to help all
Zambians realize their dreams.
Zambia is a proud member of the internation-
al community. Since independence, we have
played our role as a proud member of the United
Nations, the African Union, and various regional
bodies. Your government will honour and devel-
op these relationships. I can assure these partners
today that our commitment to poverty reduction,
the improvement of services for all, and the
renewed fight against corruption will create a
basis to strengthen relations around our shared
commitments.
To all the people of Zambia, these are my
solemn commitments to you, as President.
I am mindful that I cannot achieve all these
pledges on my own. I therefore extend an invita-
tion to all the Zambians to join me in building
our nation based on human rights and equitable
development.
THE  T IME  IS  NOW
As we embark on this journey, I ask that God
Almighty bless Zambia and the gallant people of
this God-fearing Nation. May this be the place
where all Zambians will find their security and
realize their dreams.
I thank you for your attention.
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